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Iſaac Bickerſtaff, Eſq; 


SIR, 


Sa Dedication ſeems of neceſſity 

towards the Ornament of a 
Work of this Kind, I could not 
heſitate upon my Choice, becauſe Expe- 
rience (and the Example of the Indians, 
who, in the Worſhip of their Demons, 
conſult only Fear, which in ſome Ca- 
ſes ſeems to be our ſtrongeſt Paſſion) 
has taught me to endeavour to ſecure 
any one that may henceforward prove 
my Heroe, from the well-bred further 
Reflections of fo polite a Pen as yours. 
Tho? your Worſhip, in the TA T LER 
of November the Tenth, has been plea- 
ſed to call a Patron the Filthieſt Creature 
in the Street, &c. yet I cannot but ob- 
ſerve, in innumerable Inſtances, that 
vou are ſo delighted with ſuch Ad- 
dreſſes, as even to make them to your 
A 2 " ſelf : 


Av The Dedication. 


ſelf: I hope therefore, a corroborating 
Evidence of your PerfeQions, may not 
be unacceptable. 55 
I have learnt from your Worſhip's 
Lucubrations, to have all the Moral 
Vertues in Eſteem; and therefore take 
this Opportunity of doing Juſtice, and 
asking a certain worthy Gentleman, one 
Capt. S—1, Pardon, for ever miſtaking 
Him for your Worſhip; for if 1 perſe- 
vere in that Accuſation, I muſt believe 


him not in earneſt, when he makes the an 
following Aſſurances in a Letter, which WF . al 
according to your Example, Sir, who fo 
ſeem prodigiouſly fond of ſuch Inſerti- I * ty 
ons, 1 venture to tranſcribe. verbatim. wa 
To Mrs, M—y. £ 

MAD AM, 5 9 2 

I Haye receiv'd a Letter from you, 
© wherein you tax me, as if I were | al 
© Bickerſtaff, with falling upon you as of 
© Author of the Atalantis, and the Per- W. 
© ſon who honour'd me with a Chara- , 
© ter in that Celebrated Piece. I ſo- th 

© lemnly aſſure you, you wrong me in 

© this, as much as you know you do in Sept 


c all elſe you have been pleaſed to fay 
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The Dedication. v 


© of me. I had the greateſt Senſe ima- 
* ginable of the kind Notice you gave 


me when I was going on to my Ruin, 


and am ſo far from retaining an Incli- 
nation to revenge the Inhumanity 
© with which you have treated Me, that 
give my ſelf a Satisfaction in that 
you have cancelled, with Injuries, a 
© Friendſhip 1 ſhould never have been 
able to return. . 

This will convince you how little 1 
am an Ingrate; for | believe you will 
allow no one that is ſo mean as to be 
« forgetful of Services, ever fails in re- 
turning Injuries. Ns 

As for the Verſes you quote of mine, 
6 they are ſtill my Opinion, i. e. 


© Againſt a Woman's Wit, tis full as low, 
© Tour Malice, as your Bravery to ſhow. 


© and your Sex, as well as your Quality 


© of a Gentlewoman (a Juſtice you 


© would not do my Birth and Educati- 
* on) ſhall always preſerve you againſt 
the Pen of your provok'd : 


| Sept, 6.1729, Moſt 2 F. Vant Ka 
Ca: Soon 
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Soon after, two moſt mighty 7atlers 
came out, levell'd directly at humble 
Me ; but That I could have forgiven, 
had they not aim'd to aſperſe one too 
great to name. Vain! ridiculous Endea- 
vour ! as well the Sun may be cover'd 
with a Hand, as ſuch Merit ſullied by 
The Attempts of the moſt malicious, 

moſt witty Pen, 

Since Mr. S——/e's reconcil'd Friend- 
ſhip (promiſed after my Application to 
him when under State-Confinement). 
could never be guilty of ſo barbarous a 
Breach, ſince he could not commit the 
Treacherouſeſt ! the Baſeſt ! the moſt 
Abject thing upon Earth! fo contrary 
to his Aſſurances ! It muſt be you, Sir, 
to whom my Thanks are due; making 
me a Perſon of ſuch Conſideration, as 
to be worthy your important War. A 
weak, unlearn'd Woman's Writings, | 
to employ ſo great a Pen! Heavens! 
how valuable am 1? How fond of that 
Immortality, even of Infamy, that you 
have promiſed ! I am raviſhed at the 
Thoughts of living a thouſand Tears hence 
in your indelible Lines, tho” to give 
Offence. He that burnt the Temple of 
Diana was ambitious after much ſuch a 
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The Dedication. vii 
Sort of Fame as what your Worſhip 
ſeems to have in ſtore for me! Nay, 


1 (juſt tho? you are) you even ſtrain a 
Point to oblige me; as to the Fate of 


my Atalantis, calling that preſent State 


Oblivion, which was more powerful Sup- 
3 preſſion. I doubt your Worſhip muſt. 
be forced to make many as bold At- 
tempts, elſe in my frail Woman's Lite 
there will be little of Heroick Ills worth 
recording: Nor would J for the World, 
by (as your Worſhip ſeems to fear) 


feigu'd Names, or none at all, put you to 


. your Criticiſms upon the Style of all your 


Contemporaries, though to give you an 
Opportunity to ſhow your profound 
Judgment. No, Sir, I will not hazard 
loſing my Title to ſo promiſing a Fa- 
vour: Draw what Lengths you pleaſe; 
I ſhall be proud of furniſhing Matter 
towards your inexhauſtible Tatler, and 
of being a perpetual Monument of 


Mr. Bickerſtaff”s Gallantry and Mora» 


lity. 


As to the following Work (for which 


1 humbly implore your Worſhip's All- 
ſufficient Protection) 1 refer you to it 


ſelf and the Preface : But could I have 


found you in your Sheer-Lane, in which 


A 4 At- 
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Attempt I have wander'd many Hours 
in vain, 1 ſhould have ſubmitted it, 
with that Humility due, to ſo Omnipo- 
tent a Cenſor, Receive then, Sir, with 
your uſual Goodneſs, with the ſame 
Intent with which it is directed, this. 
Addreſs of, 


' 


SIR, 
Your moſt Oblig'd 3 
Moſt humble Servant, 


D. M. 
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PREFACE: 


H E S E following Memoirs 
were found by me in my Fa- 
ther's Library, and much va- 
2 by him for the Merit of the Author, 


4 Y ard the Scarcity of the Book: He had 
4$ met with it ſomewhere abroad. in his Ex- 
ile for the Royal . Cauſe, having been ob- 
liged by his Articles, at the Rendition of 
7 Colcheſter, to depart the Kingdom. The 
French s / obſolete, that I bave beſton= 
ed much Pains and Application in the 


Work, The Preface tells us, *T was W rote 


originally in Laie by Eginardus, Se- 


cretary and Favourite to Charles the 


Great, King of the Franks, wha wrote 
that Emperor. Life, and the Hiſtory of 
1 thoſe, Times, from whence he was Called 
3 5» Valafi id Strabo, Eginard the 


Great. 
AS Trey 


> The Preface. 
They were deſigned for Charles's par- 
in the Merits and Capacity of his Conte m- 


The Secretary and Favourite, having been 


Ambaſſador at Rome and Conſtantino- 


ple, ſeems to expatiate upon the Fineſs 
2 were 


and Defects of thoſe Courts, (more par- 


ricularly of lrene's the Empreſs, who | 
was once in Treaty. to have marry d his 
Maſter, ſo to. have join'd the, Eaſt and 
Welt, making it worthy the Name of Em- & 
pire) as afterwards with. equal Succeſs 
upon his own, Charlemagne, to witneſs . 
the Eſteem he had for the Piece, depoſited 
4 Copy of it in the Univerſity which he 
had founded at Pavia, whence Francis 
the Firft (equally an Admirer and In- 
courager of Learning) brought it again 
into France, in the Tear 1535, order d it 
to be done in their own Language, printed 


and dedicated with 


himſelf. 5 


Paulus Diaconus, Secretary and Hiſto- 


much Applauſe to 


riographer to Deſiderius King of the 


Lombards, Baron. Annal. Theopha nes, 
Caſſiodorus, and Zonoras (who wrote 
the Hiftory of that Century in the Reign 


of Alexius Comnenus, A. D. 1118.) 
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| particular Importance and Deſign, in the 
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The Preface. Xl 


agree with Eginardus in moſt Points: 
They are meer Hiſtorians relating bare 
Matter of Fact; whereas by way of Nar- 


e Sarmat# 


were a People ſo diſtant, that ſcarce any 


Author has ſhown us ſo early and ſo clear 


4 Proſpett of their Country and Intereſts, 


as Eginardus: The ſucceeding Volume 
giving a full Account of the Wars between 
Theodorick, Genſericus, and Beraldus, 
till aſter the Death of this latter, and the 
Election of Leſcus II. who was killed in 
Battle againſt Charles the Great, 
Mr. Echard's Continuators ſpeak of 
Eaſie Conſtantine's Reign, much to the 
ſame Purpoſe as Eginardus; they indeed 
differ as to Plato, calling him only the 
Monk, not Patriarch, though agreeing as 
to his Perſecution, aud that his ſacred 
Perſon was impriſon'd, and the reſt of 
the Monks baniſhed for their Excommuni- 
cating (Irene's Patriarch) Tharaſius, 
who Tad married the Emperor to Theo- 
deta, Mary his Wife, (whom they had 
confin'd to a Monaſtery) being ſtill living. 


As 


mT Preface. 2 
As to Irene, though the Champions of 
the Papacy extol her blind Zeal for Image- 
Worſhip, yet the reſt of the Writers con- 
eur, That ſhe was an Adultereſs, a cruel, 7 — 
cunning, avaritious Woman, who would 
flick, at no Villanies that could promote her 
Deſign; an arrogant, haughty, and am- 
 bitious Princeſs, whom neither the Tongue 
of Men or Angels could excuſe for her 
unnatural Barbarity to her Sen; yet have and 
the Papiſts prophanely preſumed to vin- 73 Won 
dicate it by Texts of Scripture. The en- 
ſuing Work compleats the Cataſtrophe : Fr. (lik 
This leaves, where (with the unanimous und 
Conſent of all Hiſtorians) the Legions and 
Empire roſe againſt her, humbly adviſing ing 
and petitioning Ceſar, That he would diſ= be? 
miſs her and her Adherents, take the 
Adminiſtration of Affairs upon himſelf, 
and be pleas'd to reign alone. | 
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Vor. III. ; 


F all thoſe numerous Hiſtories which 
() in all Ages have been wrote, how few, 
very few, have remain'd withApplauſe 
to Poſterity ? Incapacity, Partiality, Hopes 
and Fears, mingling with the Ink, cauſe their 
Work to retain eminently of the Compoſi- 
rion. How ſmall a Number (comparatively) 
ſurvive their Authors? How many more 
(like Muſhromes ot a Night, or Abortives 
under the Mother-Pangs) have left their 
vnhappy Parem the Mortification of ſee- 
ing them expire, as foon as they began to 
be? l 7 e 
Who ever voluntarily becomes an Au- 
thor, and at the ſame time cries out Indul- 
gence from his Reader, in that he finds he 
has choſen too elevated a Subject for his 
humble Pen, writes Idiot on his own Fore. 
head. Tho' doubtleſs, a Perſon may believe 
too well of himfelf, yet I am bold to ad- 
vance, that if he owns an Incapacity for 
his Theme, the World will be complaifant, 


and come early into his Opinion: But for 


es that barely attempt, without Preſump- 
tion or Deſpondence ; who tremble neither 
with too forward Deſires, nor abject Fears; 
who think 10 Place lovely, which Truth 
and Glory do not adorn, nor wou'd — 

the 
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14 The New Atalantis, Vol. III. 


the Hill of higheſt Favour without their 
support; let us with a chearfnl Boldneſs 
looſe the Reins, in View of attaining the 
Latter, as the Reward of our Endeavours, 
and impartially entertain our Readers with 
the Former, | 

Our Deſign is to treat of rough Bellona 's 
formidable Charms ; Mars dreadfully gay, 
adorned with the Spoils of Conqueſt, and 
covered with the Effuſion of human Blood: 
Bur to take in and compleat our Circle with 
the lovely Sex, to attempt their Heart, Eyes, 
and Attention by ſomething leſs dreadful, 
tho' not leſs fatal than the native Horrors 
of the Warrior God; we ſhall not forbear 
to introduce the Queen of Love, her bit- 
ter Sweets, her Hours of Pain and Joy: 
With the fantaſtick Sway of this ſtill chang- 
ing Goddeſs, who in her various Diſpenſa- 
tions, unequal Movements, Prodigality and 
Penury of Favours, fatal Frowns, and her 
more fatal Smiles, proves as unconſtant to 
her Votaries, as that fickle Deity, Fortune 
75 unto whom there are more Knees and 

ows addreſſed, than to the whole cœleſtial 
Hierarchy beſides. | 

About the Declenſion of the eighth Cen- 
tury, Conſtantine the Vth, a weak manage- 
able Prince, reſted upon the eaſtern Throne, 
with a Spirit unequal to the noble Task of 
Empire: Not fo the mighty Charles, his 
Contemporary, call'd the Great, King of 
the Franks ; who, by his own Conduct, rais'd 
his Nation to a Summet of Glory, . 
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for a while, blinded the Eyes of the unwary 
Gazer. At the ſame time, young T heodo- 
rick, King of the Vandals, made ſuch an Ir- 
ruption of Brightneſs by his Actions, as 
dazled and amaz'd the North; the North! 
that trembled both with Terror and Admi- 
ration, and no longer doubted thoſe Per- 
formances of Old, recited by the Pocts, 
which they had fometime ( but now no 
more) thought fabulous ; becauſe whatever 
they had hear'd, they found ſurpaſs'd by The- 
odorick. And, as if it were an Age fruitful 
of Prodigies, and conſummate in Heroes, 
it produc'd One (but Time ſhall never pro- 
duce Another) in whom all the Graces and 
Vertues were advantagioufly mingled. It 
was Horatio, nam'd Immortal from his ſtu- 
pendous Conqueſts in Iberia. But as if 
Fortune had a Mind to mingle her ſelf in 
all Things done below, and to put it to 
the Teſt, whether he could be every way a 
Heroe, and if that noble Ardor of Soul, fo. 
conſpicuous in Proſperity, would not for- 
ſake him, or at leaſt degenerate in Adverſi- 
ty; ſhe caus'd the Spirit of Emulation, or 
rather Envy, to ſeize upon thoſe who had 
diſmiſs'd him to Iberia, there to gather un- 
numbered Laurels, tho' from their Scheme of 
Affairs, they had had a Proſpect of nothing 
but Therns : But Hcratio's Valour and in- 
imitable ConduQ, cauſing Things to ſuc- 
ceed beyond human Expectation, the Em- 
pire was highly advantag'd by him; yet he 
was recall'd, tho he went on conquering 
| Al 
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and amazing, performing Actions, which it 
was neceſſary to behold before one could 
believe, and in the midſt of ſtupendous Mat- 
ter of Triumph, made to reſign; which he 
did, and with a Grace inſeparable from him, 
reſign his handful of Conquerors (for no 
larger was that miraculous Army with which 
he had regain'd Kingdoms) to another Gene- 
ral, an upſtart Perſian, a Foreigner, whoſe 
utmoſt Glory it was to appear but as a Foil 
to Horatio in all Things. 3 | 
His Perſon was of the talleft Make, you 
read a Prince in hs Aſpect, lofty by the Ani- 
mation of noble Sentiments, yet in which 
there was not the leaſt Ingredient or Ap- 
pearance of Pride; his Eyes were as diffi- 
cult to, gaze upon as define, a Luſtre, a 
Brightneſs; participating of the dun that 
dazled and delighted: Whoever beheld him, 
could not but ask themſelves, What muſt 
be the inexhauſtible Store of Spirits and, 
Lights within, which ſo profuſely darted 
themſelyes thro' thoſe - Caſements, of the 
Mind, and taught em to expe&t prodigious 
Vivacity from his Converſation, which his 
Converſation never fail'd of anſwering? All 
the Lineaments of his Face were noble, . ca- 
pable of uniting thoſe two Contraries, Love 
and Reverence, for he had rhe Art of in- 
ſpiring both. How, without, a Murmur, 
id Horatio depart from the Station whereto 
his Valour wa Management had rais'd him? 
Depart! free from any other Regret, than 
leaving thoſe few Companions of Fin Vitto- 
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deſtitute of the Recompence he had 


deſign d them, and which the End of the 
War, and his accumulated Conqueſts ,. 


would have put in his Power to beſtow ; 


far from that gloomy Diſcontent which a- 


2 riſes from Self-love, he preſented the Batoon 


with a generous Chearfulneſs, and modeſt 


2 Requeſt of being ſtill permitted to ſerve in 


Quality of Volunteer, ſince: (as he faid)} 
the Experience he had gain d, might poſſibly 
make him uſeful to his Prince: And 

it was thought beyond Precedent, and not 
convenient to grant, he withdrew with a 


when 


© folemn Grace, and. Tenderneſs of Senti- 


ments which aroſe from his general Huma- 


my and particular Love of that little Army 


he was made to forſaxe: But with them it 
could not be fo calm! Their Grief was tu- 
multuous and extream ! not a Soldier, but 


under his auſpicious Eagles, was become 


many times a Conqueror; he had exchang'd 
his own Property, his very menial Neceſſa- 


ries for Bread to ſupport them: They would 
more willingly have dy'd at his Command, 
than have liv'd to be ſeparated from him! 
2 Their condoling each other! Their Repin- 
2 ings! Their mutual Fears, beſpoke the Ado- 
ration they had for him! Their Grief and 


2 Murmurs roſe ſo high, that they wanted but 
the ſmalleſt Encouragement from Hort» 


to make them criminal, ſince but for him 
they would have diſputed the Emperors 
Commands, and facrificed their new Gene- 
ral, to have ſtill preſerved Horatio. His he- 
| | rock 
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roick Tenderneſs made him but ill endure 


thoſe Proofs of the Soldiers Affection. Since 
he could not but find it barbarous to puniſh 


the amiable Sin of Love in an Army that 


idoliz'd him; and it being againſt his Duty 


to his Prince to permit the Marks they con- 

© * . EY - 1 
tinually gave him of it; he haſted to retire. 
And as it Fortune would every where aſſault 


bim, finding him Proof againſt Self. Love, 
Lelf-Intereſt, Ambition, and Falſe. Glory, 
(by diſobeying he could not reap the True) 


ſhe ſet; upon him from within; he was at- 3 
tack d, in his Retreat, in the only Place 
where Nature had made him acceſſible, his 


Love, his Tenderneſs for his adored Ximena ! 


The Loſsof his Lawrels, the Recompenſe of 
his Toile raviſhed from him, were but little | 
compared with the Loſs of her; he heard | 
the was no more! Miraculouſly heard that 
ſhe was dead, without dying with the News! 


Aimena! whom his Soul was fond of, a 
lovely, faithful Wife, whoſ- Beauty. Ten- 
derneſs, and good Senſe, made him place che 
Reward of his brighteſt Actions in her En- 
dearments, Approbation, and Applauſe. 
When once relieved from the Fatigue of 
Conqueſt, he travel'd with Joy towards the 
Sea, with a Deſign to embark for Conſtanti- 
nople, becauſe in Ximena's Arms he could 
not but be happy; but alas ! the News of 
her Death reach'd him even whilſt he was 
redoubling his eager Steps to embrace her ; 
fo that having given. way to the firſt Irrup- 
tions of Woe (which are not in the Tower 
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19 
of Reaſon to reſtrain) he found a ſettled 
Calm of Grief ſucceed the firſt Guſts ot 
Sorrow, and which had the Air of working 
more ſure and fatally than the moſt violent 
Efforts of Paffion. He grew in Love with 
that melancholy Habit which taught him 
to forſake Mankind, and to retire into him- 
ſelf, there e mmm to entertain the Idea 


had fo faithfully treaſured up. To indulge 
that deſtructive Poiſon to his Conſtitution, 
he reſolved to wander about the World, in 
Contemplation of Ximena; and fince the whole 


Earth was but a larger Wilderneſs to him, 


ſince ſhe no longer civiliz'd and adorn'd it, 
it became equal to Horatio where he ſhould 
languiſh out the Remainder of a Life, which 
his perfect Adoration of Ximena, had entirely 
dedicated to her Remembrance. | 
In this little Regard for other Objects or 


Intereſt, ſometimes by Land, and ſome- 
times by Sea, he viſited (almoſt without ſee- 
ing) the greateſt Part of Europe; uinffected 
and unconcerned at Conqueſts or Defeats, 
till his Martial Ardor, in ſpight of rhat le- 
thargick Grief that poſſeſs d him, could not 


but rouze it ſelf, with a ſort of gloriousEmu- 
lation, to hear of the unexpected Victories 


that had been gain d by young Thcodorick, 


King of the Vandals : Fame ſpoke fo loudly 
in Favour of his Perſon, Condu&, Fempe- 
rance, Courage, and Piety, that Horatio re- 
folv'd to make himſelf the Judge of thar 
Renown ſhe had fo profuſely-beftow d 1 

chr 
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this Prince; ſo that travelling to the neareſt 


Port, he embark'd on the Eaſt Sex. After 


many Days tofling on that boiſterous Ele- 
ment, he came to a Gulf, whence reimbark- 
ing himſelf upon the River Nova, he deſign- 
ed for that City, till he heard that Theods- 
rich, with a ſmall Army, was advancing to 
endeavour to raiſe the Siege which Genſeri 
Emperor of the Goths and Ryſſes, maintain'd 
by a numerous One. When he came within 
half a League of Nova, which was open on 
that ſide next the River, he beheld with 
Pleaſure a Work of Nature, for the Water 
falling with an extraordinary Violence and 
Noiſe, forms a Precipice, and by Accident 
produces a wonderful Effect; for the Sun all 
the Morning ſhining thereon, cauſes the Ap- 
pearance of a Rainbow as glorious as that 
which is ſeen in the Clouds ; by reaſon of 


this Fall, the Merchants are obliged to un- 


load in that Place all their Goods, to be 
Ship'd off upon the Gulph. Horatio reſolv- 
ing not to ſhut up himſelf in à beſieged 
City, took Directions from the. Mariners 
how he might fetch a Compaſs, and by a- 
voiding the Gothic Army, join the King 
of the Vandals, who was, as we have 
ſaid, in motion to attempt the raiſing of 
the Siege. 
After he had been ſet on Shore, and had 
mounted his Horſe with only two Atten- 
dants, Grief ſo wholly employ'd his Soul, 


thatthere was not Room for the leaſt Ray of 


Joy, much leſs was there any Concern remain- 
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Mig lin him for what the Univerſality of 
Mankind find the greateſt Taſte in, da + 


Attendance, Ambition, and Pleaſure. He 


had already wandered ſome Miles, when 
Booking vp to the Heavens, he ſaw the Win- 


ter Sun weakly thing in the Weſt, and from 
thence informed himſelf, That it was time 


For him to ſeek ſome Habitation, if he did 
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mot reſolve to paſs the, Night without any 
other Covering than that bleak Canopy 


above. He was in the midſt of a wild open 


Country, covered here and there with Shrubs 
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and ſhort Buſhes, with no living Creature in 
View: Advancing towards a lofty Pine, the 
only beautiful Tree of the Place, (all the 
reſt, by the Rigour of the Seaſon, being diſ- 
robed of their native Bloom, nothing re- 
maining but the ſapleſs Twigs where Leaves 
had formerly flouriſh'd ;) againſt this Ever- 


green, there was leaning, in a careleſs Po- 


| ſture, a fair Woman 
reſolv- 


elteged 


who ſeeming to be dri- 


ven out of the World, no longer beheld the 
Light as any thing of Moment to her, as if it 


the Seaſon, her 
Head was without any Covering, fave a 
vaſt Quantity of graceful fair Hair, which 


fell in Curls all down her Shoulders, the 


Whiteneſs not to be equal'd but by her Face ; 
her Complexion had fo dazling a Luſtre, 


full Strength of native Bloom, e d | 
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another bloom ing Maid, who ſeem'd to car- 
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the driving Snow, or wounding Northern. Ru tl 
Blaſts, and in whoſe Counttenance there ap. @ranſp? 


pear d ſo fatisfied, fo ſweet a Languiſhment, Þrm'd 
that Joy it ſelf was never ſo charming or ſo Peautif 
inviting ! of her 

Horatio approach'd very near this ſolitary Jovely | 
Fair, with an Intent to inform himſelf of the Embrac 
Name of the Place where they were, what - Found 
Retreat was at hand, and the Occaſion of her her lan 
extraordinary Manner and Garb, in ſo cold, ſisfyed 
ſo deſtitute a Region! a certain new-born fate the 
Curioſity (which he had been a Stranger to Well, 
ſince the Loſs of his adored .Yimena) reviv. prophe 
ing in his Breaſt; but ſhe repay'd him not hee, 
in Kind, nor witneſſed the leaſt Inclination that t 
to raiſe her Eyes or her Contemplation at Mank! 


the Noiſe his Horſes might poſſibly make, fon'd 
tho' it could not be great, upon that wither-* ploym 
ed graſſy Carpet. Horatio ſtop'd ſome Mo-. Iſe ar 
ments to contemplate ſe ing a Beauty! hat! 
When from that Part of the Wild that im- thou n 
mediately faced her Eyes, he ſaw advance little! 
3 15 rn 
The 


ry her Heart in her Hand! Her flowing Þ 5 
Poſſib 


Robes and Hair, as if not affected with any F 91d 
Seaſon, diſcovered all the Charms of her 3 wet 
Face and Perſon ! There was no Diſguiſe, Fre : 
nor the Attempt of any, all was artleſs, all F2rnn 
was raviſhing and heavenly ! Horatio, ſeiz d Take u 
with a certain Reverence and Awe, be- Þnd E. 
lieved himſelf advanced upon forbidden | Fee F 
Ground, that theſe were not Mortals he be- {Fertai 
held, but ſomething divine; and the rather alſe( 
becauſe in the Form which laſt 1 he pltion 
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orthern. h the Emblem of Sincerity bearing her 

here ap. Sranſparent Heart in her Hand ! He was con- 
iſhment, Frm'd in his Conjecture, when he heard the 
ng or ſo Peautiful Virgin (after having, by a preſſure 
of her Hand to her Breaſt, re-ſeated that 

ſolitary Jovely Heart in its native Throne) careſs and 

If of the Embrace the melancholy Beauty whom he 
re, what found to be Solitude, who then lifted up 
on of her ber languiſhing Eyes, and ſeemed with a ſa- 
\ ſo cold, Risfyed Smile, to claſp, kiſs, and congratu- 
ew-born Hate the Arrival of her amiable Companion! 
anger io Well, my Dear, ſaid ſhe to her, Did I not 
2) reviv- propheſy to thee aright? Did not I tell 
him not Mhee, thou would'ſt return to me again, 

-lination that the World was unworthy of thee ! 
ation at Mankind having been ſo long ſince aban- 
make, fon'd by Juſtice and Vertue, what Em- 
t wither ployment can Sincerity expect? Of what 
me Mo- I ſe art thou amidſt a Race who never know 
Beauty! Frhat it is to converſe with Truth ? Haſt 
that im- thou not beheld in the greateſt Courts, how 
advance little Refuge there is for thee ? Intereſt ! 

d to car- Corruption! Ambition! Flattery 1 every 
flowing bing Res excluded thee from ſo much as the 

with any Foſſibiliey of being cheriſhed among Them? 
s of her Live then with me, my adored Companion! 
Diſguiſe, Flere all is native Honeſty and Truth! Re- 
turning to the World, thou muſt reſolve to 
10 ſeiz l take up thy Habitation with the ;Indigent 
we, be- Þnd Forlorn, for thou bringeſt along with 
orbidden Mee Principles, that will make him that en- 
als he be- Tertains thee poor! Principles deſtructive to 
he rather Falſe Glory! glittering Pomp! ſwelling Am- 
ear d, he Pitionl pretended Loves! boaſted Knowledge! 
ſaw | | WT ſeem- 


tleſs, all 


4 4 5 
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ſeeming Piety! affected Honeſty: Wert thou ti ho! as 
appear thus artleſs array'd in native Beauty, dene 
how would ſt thou be admired, and avoid gs to 
ed? Oh! how faded would all their Preten. Iny of 
ces ſeem ? How ridiculous ! How unworthy he fu 
the divine Original from whence they pre he Ex 
tend to derive themſelves ? Haſt thou no elf fo 
an Abhorrence at beholding their ſublime} ll no 
Wits, their brighteft Genius's, proſtituting Kalene 
that Brightneſs to thoſe in Power? Such J Aga 
are to be bought and ſold according to then Jovely 
real or imaginary Neceſſities, who live uy great! 
to the Enjoyment of every Vice that rhei Sis F. 
narrow Circumſtances can reach, yet de. Knows 
claim againſt what they notoriouſly purſue, $eaps 
their whole Lives being but one continued Frhat 
Maſquerade. Theſe are no nearer acquaint Hui 
ed with Vertue than by Name, which they i 
have indeed by Rote, and apply thoſe Attri- Forwar 
butes only to thoſe who have Power to raiſe 
and compleat their Advancement. Wha 3 
generous Breaſt can bear, without a Glo i 
of Indignation, to hear a Tyrant fam'd fo 
Cruelty, one that gratifies hig on ſpecifici F 
ill Nature, under the Appearance of pub 
lick Good, and who _ rather ruin tha! 
Preſerve the World: To hear him, I ſay, 
commended for Religion, who never knen. Poi 

ſo much of it as the very Pretence, pur Waring 
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fuing his Averſion to all Opinions unde bject 
His Perſecution of one; whoſe tyrannici F 
Principles and barbarian Temper wou! 
equally lead him (were his Power equal) ty 
the Deſtruction of the Whole? And win 
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Þo' as bold as witty Vice and native Con- 
dence can make him, was never ſo hardned 
As to pretend the leaſt Acquaintance with 
Iny of the Vertues, eſpecially Religion, till 
me fulſome Orator had applauded him for 
me Extirpation of it, inſomuch that he him- 
elf forced a Smile at the Report, and cry'd, 
Ell now he had never thought to have been 
Kalender'd for a Saint! | 
Again, muſt not Sincerity be cover'd with 
Jovely Bluſhes and Confuſion, to hear a 
great Man (becauſe he has Power to reward 
Sis FPlatterer) prais d for Learning, who 
knovvs no more of it than the Name; who 
Peaps together a valuable Library, not for 


-ontinued Frhat it contains (for that is never his En. 
acquaint- Huiry) but for the falſe, fine Reputation he 
lich they Way obtain by ſuch a Collection? To hear a 
oſe Attri- Forward Zeal for his own miſtaken Princi- 
er to raiſe 4 , les, term d Steddineſs, Conſtancy, and good 
t. Wha ßenſe! A perpetual burning Deſire of vin- 
t a Glo ficating his Conduct by the Deſtruction of 
fam'd fo Wl Oppoſers, even to Impriſonment and 
1 ſpecifici Perſecution of thoſe who dare ſo much as 
e of pub. glance upon his Errors; to have this, I fay, 
ruin than ferm'd Humanity, Honefly, and a Wading 
m, I ſay, hro' Prejudice and Difficulties to the defir'd 
yer knen Point; is an Impudence, an Adulation ſo 
ence, pu. laring, as not to be equal'd by all the baſe 
ons unde Pject Incenſe offer d to the Vices of the old 
tyrannicl Poman Tyrants, who murder d Nations in 
der woull port, and ſet the Miſtreſs of the World on 
equal) u Blaze, only to enlighten a fantaſſick and 
And wholl dominable Maſquerade ! | | 
tho — Doſt 
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Doſt thou not bluſh, doſt thou not weep, Þ 
adorable Sincerity, in purſuit of theſe fawn- | 
ing Sycophants ? Who, were a Turn of 


Affairs to arrive, would as baſely deſert, as 
they had falſely prais'd ! For Self -Intereſt 


being their true and only Motive, they know * 
no Principles of their own, but ſhift as 


often as do their Patrons, and only wear 
appearing Vertues, nay, and their very 
Vices, but as they are faſhionable Habits ! 
To have theſe drawing indelible Characters 
of Abuſe againſt thoſe by whom they have 


been tenderly oblig'd, flouriſhing out in ] 


Threatnings and - Self-conceited Boaſtings, 
as if Immortality, whether of Praiſe or In- 
famy, ever drop d from a proſtituted merce- 
nary Pen, ſure to fade and die reproachfully 
away with its Supporters; or even if they 
had ſuch a Power, for vertuous Perſons to 
be blaſted by them, is ſtill a greater Glory 
than to be praiſed. 

Theſe (who matter not to be call'd baſe, 
ſo their Fortunes are but eſtabliſh'd ) ad 
even againſt the Judgment of their better 
Senſe, and the private Beating of their own 
coward Hearts ; they neither condemn nor 
applaud but as they are directed, and with 
their perpetual Pens are ſet to watch and 
affright whoever ſhall be ſo honeſt as (with. 
out Hopes or Fears) to tell the Vicious of 
their Vices, the too many Great of their 
Pride, Reſerve, and Haughtineſs; I hat Pride 
which cauſes them to conclude themſelves 


made of another Mould than their Fellow- 
| Crea- 


amout 
nity ! 
As it 1 
repeat 
ſtance 
as oby 


his me 


weep, | 


& 


 fawn- | 


urn of I 


ſert, as 


ntereſt þ 


know © 


üft as 


r very 
Jabits ! 
iracters 
ey have 


5 
95 
wear 


out in g 


aſtings, 
> or In- 
| merce- 
achfully 
if they 
rſons to 
r Glory 


I'd baſe, 
1'd ) act 
r better 
jeir own 
mn nor 
nd with 
uch and 
as (with- 
CIOUS o 
of their 
nat Pride 
jemſelves 
Fellow - 
Crea” 


Vor. III. The New Atalantis. 27 


Creatures, forgetting that ſome who are now 
Noble, had perhaps a Mechanick for their 
Anceſtor; the immortal Species being ſtruck 
at a Heat by the wiſe Almighty Original ! 
Vertue only ſhould claim that Pre-eminence 
which ( they are ſo blinded as not to. ſee) is 
oftentimes given to them barely by Merit of 
their fleeting Poſſeſſions! Larger. Banks of 
Gold ! The Brillancy of their Diamonds ! 
the Diſtinction of fading temporary Titles. 

Hence alſo is the noble Debauchee alarm- 
ed! If the Poet introduce either by Fable or 
any other fictitiaus Repreſentation, a glow- 
ing Lover ſet on Fire, more by the Charms 
of another, than thoſe of that beautiful 
Partner which firſt his own Choice, and 
then binding Laws have aſſigned to him 
alone, he reſents, as a particular Reflection, 
what was intended but as a general; and 
tho' the Vice was only meant to be arraign- 
ed, not the Perſon, yet is the Arraigner ex- 
cruciated and expoſed by all the bitter Ca- 
lumnies of ſlandrous avenging Tongues ! 
And if guilty of any Fault (as if Humanity 
could be ſpotleſs) that Fault in the Mul- 
tiplication-Table of Revenge and Malice, 

all be certain, in a very little time, to 
amount to above a Million, and ſo to Infi- 
nity ! Weak, ſhort-ſighted Recriminators ! 
As if the Truth were leſs the Truth for being 
repeated by any Perſon however circum- 
ſtanced; or would the leſs be believed ; when 
as obvious and glaring as the God of Day in 
his meridian Force. 

B 2 De⸗ 
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Deſpair, Deſpair, my lovely Companion, 
ever to prevail amongſt Men, whilſt the uni- 
ted World is arm'd againſt thee! and that 
theſe Mercenaries are ever at hand with their 
Thunder, to ſtigmatize all that ſhall imitate 
thy Purity. Who ſhall dare to treat of Cor- 
ruptions ? Thoſe congregated Corruptions 
that darken the Scene of unhappy Life ! 
Thoſe ignoble Deſigns; thoſe publick Squan- 
drings of Millions of wretched harmleſs 


Lives, to raiſe the Pride, the Oftentation, Þ 


and the falſe, hard-Jaboured for, Glory of 
One, who drawing (as it were by Inchant- 
ment, or as by Inſtin& the Loadſtone does 
the Needle) the Spoils of Cities, of Pro- 
vinces, of whole Nations, Foreign and Do- 
meſtick, into his own Coffers, leaves the 
brave and ſuffering Soldier, (if he has not 
Gold,) to deſpair ; he who has fac'd Death 
with a Courage almoſt ſuperior to Humanity, 
is not permitted to fill thoſe Vacancies (to 
which by the Law of War, he has an indif- 

uted Right) without a Parſe of much more 
Value than his Pretences. 

This Sordidneſs of Temper, this Allay to 
the brighteſt Actions, is not only upheld, 
but applauded by our modiſh Panegyriſts, 
for being ſo much akin to their own ; though 
theſe Proſtitutes to a Party are often odious, 
even to thoſe by whom they are employ'd, 
ſcorn'd for their ſervile Compliance and 
Readineſs in abuſing, and in private ridicul'd 


for Apoſtacy ! Since Wit (next to Venn 
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the nobleſt Gift of Heaven) ought to be un- 
biaſs'd and incorruptible. 4 
Let ſuch have ever the deſery'd Fate of 
Self intereſted Scribblers, be always attending 
in Hopes of a mighty Reward, and never 
in Poſſeſſion but of (what they ſhall think) 
a little. Let them have the ſame Fortune as 
Traitors of a larger Magnitude, the Uſety]- 
neſs of whoſeTreaſon is incouraged, while 
the Traitor generally is neglected, and 
always deteſted. ” 
Yet further, my innocent tender Maid ! 
Wert thou ever fo little encouraged, ſo much 
abandon'd as now? Hitherto the glowing 
Lover and wiſhing Fair, woo'd thee as a 
Principal in all their Myſteries : There cou'd 
be no Extaſie, no Joy, where thou wert not 
of Accord. Thou ! that little valuable ſpi- 
rituous Particle, that animated the Whole |! 
Thou ! Life of Love! Thou! without 
whoſe Preſence there can be no Vivacity 
No Purity | No Happineſs ! Thou ! the Re- 
fuge of the trembling doubting Virgin! 
Who no ſooner beheld thy lovely Face! 
Thy ſacred Charms ! but the Roſes return'd 
to her frightned Cheek and quivering Lip ! 
Thy Arms were to her a SanQuary ! She no 
longer ſcrupled to make happy the ardent 


Youth ! She was ſecure ! She was convinced! 
Her Joys were permanent where Thou wert 
in place! Thou! the inviolable Pledge of 
her Lover's Truth! Thou! the Amulet a- 
gainſt Treachery! Falſe Vows ! Pretended 
Ardors! And 1 Adjurations! Oh! 


Ho - 
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How many bliſsful Pairs haſt thou formerly 
beheld, when the World was young in De- 
_ ceit and Love of Gold! When there needed 
no Bribes, but mutual Deſire! When Inte- 
reſt was not ſo much as thought upon 
amoneſt them! Haſt thou not Indignation 
at reffecting upon thoſe paſt, thoſe happy 
Ages? Or is the Remembrance vaniſhed ? 
And art thou turn'd Apoſtate to thy ſelf ? 
Art thou as much delighted. with the pre- 
tended Adorations as the Real? With the 
falſe Incenſe now offered to thee, as formerly 
thou wert with the true? Thou, . 
Name they never invoke but to prophane ! 
And make no further Uſe of, than till rhe 
deluded Virgin ceaſes to be ſuch, or the rich 
and powerful Widow empties all her Store 
into the Arms of her Bankrupt Lover. 
Nay, the Negle& of thee is more and more 
conſpicuons, ſince not alone confin'd to 
that Sex who glory to be term'd Deceivers ! 
Ours alſo is infected! Treachery is become 
mutual! They are now upon the ſquare 
with one another! They have no longer Occa- 
fion for Sincerity ! A new Syſtem of Amour 
wherein thou art not ſo much as mentioned ! 

Gold circulates inſtead of thee ! T hey Rand 

in need of no other Recommendation! 

The blooming beauteous Virgin ſells her 

Charms for Gold, tho' the Purchaſer be 

never ſo deſpicable and old ! Their impure 

unnatural Deſi res have occaſion for 8 
but Gold! Gold, which accompliſhes al 

Things! The antiquated Maid, and fading 
. Widow, 
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Widow, by help of Gold, find means to 
have their irregular Appetites appeas'd ! 
And, whilſt they can buy and bribe, they 
prove without thee, Gold alone, to be of 
\ ſufficient account to Happineſs. 
Sincerity thus returned, My dear Solitude, 
the lovely Companion of my Youth, with 
whom I have worn away ſo many pleaſing 
Hours of Day and Night: Oh! let me 
ſpeak my Wonder and my ſoy ! Youare in 
ſome Things miſtaken ! 

am careſs'd in the World! I lodge in the 
Arms and Heart of a young Triumpher ! 
He is all Piety, all Juſtice ! | 
what it is to equivocate or falſifie his Word! 
He is all my ſelf, ſo very ſincere! Tis 
| Theodvrick King of the Vandals, once more 
| employ'd in endeavouring to overcome that 
imperial Reformer of his People, Genſericiis; 
Genſericus, who would be too great, cou'd 
he be bur faithful. I took the Advantage of 
the Battle, to ſnatch a View of my dear 
Companion, to boaſt of my unexpected Re- 


am received. 1 


e knows not 


ception at Court, to ſpread my fond Aris 


around thee, and ſo proteſt, that (this Scene 


of Novelty Rouen I never taſted any 
0 


pure, as that which I have 
found in thee. : 


Fhratio, charm'd with what he had ſeen 
and heard, alighted from his Horſe, and ad- 
vancing with a flow Pace and graceful Mein, 
bowing low, began ; Will you deign, ami- 
able Virgins, to receive a Stranger in- 
to your Habitation ? A Stranger, driven 
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(by the Exceſs of ill Fortune and Heart-breaks © 
ing Anguith) to ſeek his Happineſs in Soli. 
tade. Oh lovely Maid! You that have all 
your Pleaſures pure | Neither mingled with 
Hopes or Fears, and are unacquainted with 
Crimes neither knowing nor needing Re- | * 
pentance, You, the Preſerver of Inno- 
cence | Receive, I beſeech you, with Hoſ- 
pitality, the forlorn Horatio] Perſecuted by 
an acute Paſſion! A Paſſion unprecedented ! 
A hopeleſs Deſire for what no longer ex- 
iſts! A Love more fervent for a departed 
Wife, than was yet ever felt for a living 
Miſtreſs! And you, amiable Sincerity, with © 
whom 1 have ever had as great an Intimacy, 
as was conſiſtent (in this bad World) 
with the Service of my imperial Maſter, and 
Self-Preſervation! Do not reje& a Votary, 
that in all Things relating to himſelf, 
reveres and follows what you diate. 
Alas! My Lord, (gracefully reply'd the 
ſolitary Maid) what can I promiſe my ſelf, 
ruſtick as I am ? What Charms, what Hopes 
of entertaining the polite Horatio, whoſe 
Renown has filled the Globe, and even e- 
tended to this forlorn Retreat? Yet ſuch Vi 
as you ſee, I am proud to be all yours; att 
my two lovely Companions , Innocence, 
and Content are within my Call; thev 
mall always attend your Retreat; we will 
make it the Buſineſs of our Hours to per 
ſuade your Lordſhip to Happineſs, and 


be proud to find our ſelves fo agreeably 
employ'd. 


Wi] 
Here, 


Ie 
| ' n 
Lis » £x 
Fy 


breaks © 


in Soli. 9 
ave all 
d with 7 
d with 
ng Re- 
Inno- 


1 Hoſ- 


ted by 


ented! 


er ex- 
parte 


living 
„ with 
imacy, 
Vorld) 
er, and 
Votary, 
mſelf, 
Co 

y d the 
y ſelf, 
Hopes 
whoſe 
en ex- 
t ſuch 
yours; 
20Cence, 
> they 
ve will 
to per- 
, and 


reeably 


Here, 


2 
2 


8 » n. 7 p 22 
, 8 — — ͤ 4d R 7 wt. . 
mn ——__— ON ” . £ K OST a P 8 . £ a” 1 
= — NN r. - - MLT; SEL o . 7 : P 128: 32 KITE PO * 5 
Ax , TIP N 3 of $34) : . 8 2 25 * : N . * GM OR LESS, 3 De 2 
5 s IN ve Ss 3 : . n q 
UF 2 
T 0 by 2 2 « 
ry id 


vor. III. The New Atalantis. 330 


Here, a Burſt of Glory from the Eaſt of 
Heaven, enlighten'd all the Wild! And as 
they were attentively conſidering the Quar- 
ter from whence it aroſe; Behold, the 
Goddeſs of Wiſdom! Pallas, the Giver of 
double Victory, flowly deſcending upon Aa 
Cloud, fixed at a convenient Diſtance, whence 
all her Charnis became conſpicuous; Her 
blue Eyes ſeem'd as if they were animated 
with new-born Fire and additional Sweet- 


neſs, darting gracious Regards upon the 


attentive Mortal. Having thrice call'd 
Wratio : Oh Favourite! ſhe continued, of 
me and of the Gods, I come to tear thee. 
from the Embraces of that fimple, yet in- 
chanting Maid : It is not for ſuch a Heroe 
as Horatio to reſign up himſelf to Indelence 
and Solitude. Reject her feeble Charms, 
and let thy active Soul ruth again into the 
Field of Glory: Thy Country expects thee 
thy unhappy Country, opprefs'd by Faction 
and Favourites: The Emperor himſelf 
groans under the Tyranny, which by thy 
Arm and Head can only be overthrown. 
We prepare a double Reward; a Crown of 
Valour, and of Wiſdom. Our Self will 
attend and animate thee throangnout, Paſs 
on, Horatio, and implore Aſſiſtance of the 
Vandal King to tranſport thee to Con- 
ſtantinople, where unlimited Glory does a- 

wait thee. | 25 
Horatio, in proſtrate Adorations, receiv'd 
this Oracle from the Godleſs of Wiſdom, 
with his Eyes and Fails accompanying het 
| 2 
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Return, till the Heavens had confeſs'd their 
former Serenity, and Fear and Awe were a 
lictle diſſipated: Then turning to thoſe 
two amiable Forms that had engaged his 
Admiration; He told them, however un- 
willing to forſake bewitching Solitude, he 
muſt obey the divine Diſpenſation ; but it 
was in hopes, when the Task aſſign'd him 
by the Goddeſs was perform'd, to be 


again happy in ſuch a Retreat, and re uni- 


ted to the two lovely Boſoms of Solirude 
and Sincerity; that his Thoughts and Heart 
ſhould not be divided from them, tho' De- 
ſtiny carry d away his Perſon. They careſs'd 
him, and confirmed his Obedience; then di- 
rected him into a Road, and told him, 
*rwould bring him, with a little Riding, to 
the Entrance of Sarmatia ; where poſſibly 
he might be better provided of a Retrear 
for hiniſelf and his Seryants, than any that 
Wild could afford. 

He had not travell'd above a League, but 
Night overtook him: At the fame time he 
diſcover'd a ſumptuous Tent, (as it is the 
Cuſtom in that Country, when Perſons of 
Quality travel, becauſe the Cabarets are few 
and very ill provided) oftentatiouſly en- 
lighten'd with a vaſt Number of White- 
wax-Flambeaux: Horatio ſent one of his 
Servants to enquire to whom it belong'd ; 
who immediately returned with another, 
who broughtan Invitation, from the Perſon 
within that magnificent Field-Apartment, 
for him to repoſe himſelf, and paſs the 
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Things) had led him. 
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Night there. Horatio was ſatisfy d with his 
ad in that deſolate 


ood Fortune, which 


35 


lace thrown him into the Converſation 


and Conveniencies of one of the politeſt, 


moſt refin'd Genius's of the Age; it was 


Merovins, Prior of Orleans, and who had 
been a long time Envoy from Charles King 
of the Franks, to the Republick of Sarma- 
tia, Horatio was formerly of his Acquaint- 
ance at Conſtantinople, where once Merovins's 
Curioſity (which wou'd be ſatisfy'd in all 


Monſieur L' Envoye, 


after he had em- 


braced Horatio, whom he received at the Ex- 
tremity of the Tent, led him into that Part 


which was his Bed- Chamber; where renews 


ing his Careſſes and Embraces, he ſtop'd ab- 


ruptly, and throwing him of a ſudden, 


a gallant Air, a _ or two from 
Is it poſſible (he cry'd) 


with 
him; 


that this ſhould be 


the mighty Man that makes all Men tremble! 


ſerv'd the Applauſe of the Earth. 


He! who has not only catch'd, but de- 


Not 


Hercules, Theſeus, Hector, Achilles, or Ulyſſes 
with their united Exploits, perform'd half 


the Wonders as has Horatio! To you 


It 18 


both to conquer and perſuade ! 


iven 
Whether in your Tent, or at the Head of 


deſign as 


your Army, you are alike victorious! You 
admirably as you perform. 


Whence then comes it, that find you re- 
duc'd with no Train, no Conveniencies , 
wandring and alone, in a cold, bleak, nor- 


thern Corner of the Globe? Oh! my 


Lord, 
eicher 
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either your Fate is very fantaſtical and un- 
Juſt, or you have grown too faſt: Your 
. Renown is too tall! You overlook the reſt 
of Mankind! . And there are, I fear, thoſe 
at Home who find themſelves concern'd to 
remove you; becauſe your Proſpe& is ſo 
wonderful and fair, that it forbids us to 
ſee any wy": er you | But, went he on 
(perceiving Horatio filent) I am too intrud- 
ing, tis now a time, my Lord, to refreſh 
your ſelf, after which I will endeavour 
to deſerve your Confidence by giving you all 
mine; aud if the Relation may be enter- 
raining, as I cannot doubt, to one whom 
the Deſire of Knowledge has made inqui- 
ſitive of all Things, III give you a Rela- 
tion, from the firſt Hand, of the Troubles 
of Farmatia, and of what has occaſioned 
them. | | 

Here he led Hyratio into another Room, 
where was prepar'd a Supper ſuitable to the 
Plenty of the Country, and the Delicacy of 
the grand Prior's Taſte. Their Difcourſe 
during the Repaſt, was of Horatio's Deſign 
to viſit Theodorick, his Travels from Iberia, 
and the Heart-wounding Lofs of his ador'd 
Ximena, whom Merovins could not forget he 
Had ſeen and admired at Conſtantinople. Af- 
ter the Linnen was remov'd, and the beſt 
Pannonian Wines ſet upon the Table, he en- 
deavour d to comfort Horatio for his Loſs, 
obſerving a melancholy Deadneſs which ob- 
ſcur d in him a 


Brightneſs ; He began to diſcourſe of Love : 
1 


great Part of his native 
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Hun- It is my Opinion, my Lord, continued the 


Y our Envoye, that one of the greateſt Wonders 
e reſt of Love, is, That this Paſſion being ſo 
thoſe Þ univerſal, that we may ſay all knowing { 
d to Þ Men, nay, and the ſimpleſt too have been ; 
is ſo Þ touched with it ; none have ſucceſsfully de- 
us to | fin'd either its Origine or Nature: And | 
e on | yet almoſt all who have wrote, have attemp- 
trud- | ted it. The Philoſophers have been as blind i 
freſh as the Poets: He who told us 'rwas a De- 4 
vour | fire of Beauty, ſeems to have confounded | . 
ou all two Paſſions in one, ſince Deſire can only 11 
enter- move towards what we have not, and is ſa- 1 
whom tisfied, and ceaſes when in Poſſeſſion. The by 
inqui- hopeleſs Paſſion for the admired Ximena, i 
Rela- that ſtill ſurvives in your Lordſhip's Breaſt, 7 
dubles explains what I advance, and ſhews Love not 4 
ſioned to be well defin d when term d a Deſire of i 
Beauty; becauſe you cannot be thought to de- 15 
Room, fire what you are in deſpair of, and are ſure HY 
to the you never can poſſeſs ; and yet {ill you feel. 1 
acy of your ſelf to love; and love to ſuch a height, 3 
courſe | that That one only Paſſion makes you dead xt 
Jeſign to all Things beſides. That is true, my Lord, vi 
Iberia, I anſwered Horatio, yet it does not forbid i 
ador d Love to be term'd juſtly a Deſire of Beauty. in 
get he Since there is no Poſſeſſion, how full ſoever, v1] 
. where Deſire may not abide ! If it be only 41 
e beſt empioyed in withing a Continuation of 
he en- what we enjoy, tis enough to render it 
s Loſs, inſeparable from Love. Then, Tteply'd the 
ich ob- Envoy, your Poſſeſſion can't be entire, be- 
native cauſe it ſuppoſes a Part yet unenjoy'd, and 
Love; he who withes the Continuation of a Good, 
con- 
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conſiders it as what is not yet arrived, and 
has a different Motive to what its Preſence | 
gives, and that is enough to cauſe two ſe- 
veral Paſſions; otherwiſe we ſhould: con- 
found Love with Hope! For if Love be a 
Deſire, it would, when in Poſſeſſion, be no 
more Love, ſince we cannot deſire what we 
enjoy! And by the ſame Reaſon, Deſire 
would no longer be Deſire. s 
To form then a Def f 
Difficulties and Defects, we are at firſt to 
ſuppoſe the Difference betwixt Love, which 
is a Habit like yours, and that which is a 
real Paſſion! For Paſſion being a Motion! 
when that Motion ceaſes, the Paſſion is at 
an End; and we may ſay there is no more 
Love! But the Habit forbears not to be there 
ſtill, which is nothing but the Impreſſion 
the lovely beloved Object has made on the 
Mind, and which cauſes that all tines, when 
the Thought propoſes it to the Appetite, it 
moves and forms the Paſſion of Love, and 
becauſe we cannot poſſeſs without (in ſome 
manner) uniting our ſelf to it, it neceſſari- 
ly follows, that Love is a Motion of the 

etite, by which the Mind unites it 

ppears to it amiable and 
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This does not ſeem clear to me, my Lord, 
anſwered Horatio, becauſe, that in Love, the 
beloved Object is often dead or abſent, with 
whom the Appetite cannot then unite it 
ſelf! But, conſider (interrupted Monſieur 
£Envoys) that Objects may be united 8 
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d, and the Powers, by their Species! By their Ima- 
reſence ges! or by their true Beings ! That there is 
two ſe- an intentional Union, and an Ideal; but 
Id con- becauſe the true Being of Things enters not 
re be 2 into the Imagination, it's their Image only! 
, be no And this Union is that alone which natu- 
hat we rally belongs to the Appetite; for as Ima- 

Deſire | gination is the Center of all the Senſes, fo 

Is the Appetite of the Inclinations, 

ut thoſe But, reply'd Horatio, if Love be a Motion 
firſt to to unite it ſelf to what is lovely; when 


2, which united, there would be no more Motion, 
ch is a and conſequently no more Love? And as 
Motion ! Þ this Union may be made in a Moment, (for 
n is at Þ that there is nothing can hinder it) it ſeems 
Oo more as if this Motion were alſo made in an In- 


be there] ſtant, and that therefore Love ſhould not 
preſſion Þ laſt any longer, which is abſurd and contra- 
on the ry to the Truth. 
es, when Beſides, it continues to agitate, and as 
petite, it Þ differently as are the different Perſons it 
ve, and Þ poſſeſſes. There are no Diſorders in the 
(in ſome Þ other Paſſions that are not found united in 
neceſſari- this! It's capable of all the Follies that can 
1 of the Þ ruffle the moſt diſtracted Mind! It wears fo 
unites it many ſeveral Faces, that it is impoſſible to 
able and take their Pictures. What Colours? Nay, 

I what Words can expreſs all the Workings 
my Lord, and Changes of the Heart and Eyes? How 
Love, the ¶ can that refplendent Humidity be repreſent- 
ent, with ed? That modeſt Diſquiet ? That laughing 
unite it Grief? That amorous Anger? Sometimes 
Monſieur Þ dwelling on the beloved Object as if they 
anated to were fix d, then turning away, as though 

well en ber their 


ä 
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their Sight were dazzl'd. It was wellfeign- 
ed of them, who call'd Love the Son of the 
changing Wind, and the various colour'd 
tris, metaphorically to explain his Nature, 


and ſhews that his Original is as much | 


concealed from us as that of thoſe two 
Meteors. 
But, my Lord, we amuſe the Time in 2 


dry Diſpute, a Diſpute which can afford us | 
no greater Certainty than that, whatever is | 


the Origin of Love, he is a Tyrant whoſe 
Sway we may oppoſe, but muſt however 
obey ; therefore it your Excellency pleaſes, 


we will forbear to diſcourſe of what we | 


feel, in relation to that Deity, and enter 
upon what you were gracioully pleaſed to 
promiſe me before Supper, . an Account of 
what has paſled in Sirmatia, ſince the Kin 
of the Franks ſent you to reſide there : f 
muſt further beg your Lordſhip, that you 
will take in the Country, Genius of the 
People, Manner of Living, and whatever 
you may judge may be entertaining to one as 
greatly fond of Knowledge (and of all Things 
that your Excellency ſpeaks) as he is a per- 
fe& Stranger to what relates to ſo remote a 
Region. Monſieur L'Envoye having made 
a Bow to return Horatio's Gallantry, began 
his Relation thus. : | 

Since, my Lord, there is often as great 
a Pleaſure in being entertain'd by the ſe- 


veral Follies of Mankind, as their ſeveral 


Wiſdoms and Wit, why may not the Know- 
ledge, and ſome of the Adventures of a 
A's 
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barbarous Northern People, ſerve to amuſe 
the Mind (at leaſt for once) as well as that 
of the more polite Eaſtern World? At 
worſt, I have Novelty to ſtrengthen my 
Argument, and an implicite Deſire of Plea- 
ſing, which ſhall make me forget you have 
been a General for the Emperor, and by 
your great Capacity the moſt formidable 
Enemy of my Maſter : I will alſo forbear to 

remember that I am Envoy from the King 
of the Franks, and only conſider your Lord- 
ſhip in your own Perſon, that is to ſay, the 
moſt finiſh'd, the moſt accompliſh'd Man up- 


on Earth, and who has a Soul too large ever 


d enter to make a diſ-ingenuous Uſe of what is in 


Confidence reported to you, and which al- 


ount of ways carries with it ſuch a tacit Implication 


he Ring 5 


of Truſt, that 1 need not pre- ingage your 
Lordſhip to what is either reaſonable or 
hat you | 
s of the 
vhatever ing moſt Things neceſſary to happy Living; 
o one as 


1 Things Þ Fleſh, Honey, Wax, Wood, Amber, Salt, 


Iron, Horſes valu'd for their Swiftneſs; it 


fit. 
Sarmatia is a flat fruitful Country, afford- 


here is to be found plenty of Corn, of Fow], 


furniſhes other Nations with vaſt Numbers 


| of Oxen, Sheep, Hogs ; but as for Trade, 


the Sarmatians are abſolutely forbid it; I 
mean the Gentry, upon Forfeiture of their 


Honour; therefore what Trade they have, is 
generally carried on by Foreign Merchants. 
They exceed all Nations of Europe in Viva- 


city of Spirit, Strength of Body, and living 
hardily, except the Nobleſs, where the Lux- 


ury 
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ury of the Eaſt is in Requeſt, They are ge- Senate 
nerous and covetous, more apt to be de- 
_ ceived than deceive ; not ſo eaſily provok'd 
as appeas'd ; fond of foreign Cnſtoms, and 
full of Imitation, to which their Genius 
leads them rather than to Invention; In- ally 1 
grateful, as not thinking themſelves ever ber h: 
ſufficiently recompens'd for any Service: and t 
Couragious, having never ſubmitted to any ] ſents, 
foreign Force, no not even to the Romans, Force 
who once boaſted themſelves to be Maſters that I 
of the World; running mad after Liberty, Þ other 
and rather driving than inviting their Kings Þ { i-. 
to obſerve their ; Pang they not only hate Þ upon 
the Name of Slavery, but abhor a juſt and Cour 
hereditary Monarchy, Licentious in their ] ten is 
Morals. The People of Condition claim Þ Piece: 
Privileges that will ſcarce give them leave || No 
to be guilty of any Crime, and when they the & 
happen to own themſelves ſo, the Prince Þ vaſt J 
hardly has the Power of puniſhing. All them 
the Gentry are equal by Birth; there are no Subje: 
Princes but what belong to the Royal Fa- Land 
mily; they refuſe, and think Titles odious Sover 
if beſtowed by a foreign Prince, and hare I nothi 
that any ſhould pretend to a Superiority I or ſex 
among them, unleſs it be by Employments, for u 
which conſtitute them Senators. Every Pro- betwe 
vince ſends their Deputies, which meet and |þ the L 
are called, The general Convention of the Jof tt 
Eftates. Here they make and defend their I plunc 
own Laws and Liberties, ele& their Mo- Citie: 
narchs, appoint Counſellors to inſtruct I tle, * 
him, and their Number far exceeding the for ei 
ob nate 
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Senate (which are conſtituted from their 
be de- 


numerous dignify'd Prieſts, great Officers 


* of the Army, Crown and Houthold) they 
eaſily keep the King and Senators in their 
Duty, and threaten both very often, eſpeci- 
ally in the Convention, where each Mem- 
ber has a Liberty to ſpeak what he thinks, 
and think as he pleaſes; for if but one diſ- 
ſents, it hinders any Law from having its 
Force, or any Bill from paſſing ; neither is 
that Perſon obliged to tell his Reaſons any 
| otherwiſe than after their uſual Manner, 

' It is not my Pleaſure it ſhould be ſo; where- 
upon he immediately withdraws into the 
| Country, if he can ſo eſcape, but very of- 
ten is prevented, and by their Sabres cut in 
Pieces upon the Spot. 


Not only theſe exceſſive Privileges make 
the Sarmatian Gentlemen powerful, but the 


| vaſt Territories which a great Number of 
them enjoy with a deſpotick Sway over their 
Subjects: Some poſleſs thirty Leagues of 


Land out-right ; ſome alſo are Hereditary 
dovereigns of Cities which the King has 


| nothing to do with, and theſe maintain ſix 


or ſeven thouſand Horſe and Foot in Pay ; 
lor when the great Men have any Difference 
between themſelves, they ſcorn to ſubmit 
the Determination to any Power but that 
of the ſtrongeſt Sword; hence it is they 
plunder and burn each others Towns and 
Cities, and generally decide by a Field-Bat- 


tle, while the King never declares himſelf 
tor either Party. 1 


The 
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The Peaſants are born Slaves, and having II 
no manner of Notion of Liberty, live qui- Gent 
et and contented ; the Gentlemens Riches they 
partly conſiſt in Ruſticks, whom they call 5 wWorſ! 
their Subjects, and are often ſold off with tion 1 
the Land on which they are eſtabliſh d; they it al 
have no Laws, no Judges, but their Lord's ſever 
Pleaſure, to whom they pay an obſolute whof 
blind Obedience and Adoration, fight for to be 
them to the Death, and, which is more won Þ behe: 
derful than all, they love them. They can pray 
enjoy nothing of their own, or ever become |} veral 
free without their Maſter's Conſent, unleſs but t 
he debauch a Wife or Daughter, and then ed, t 
that Slave to whom the Woman belongs is the S 


freed by the Law; nor is ſhe leſs eſteem'd | utmo 
or valued by thoſe poor Wretches, who do Praye 


not think themſelves diſnonour d by it. The |} ſhip 

Sound of Property or Glory never reaches a Ser 
their Ear. They often work four Days in a hold 
Week for their Lords for one that they keeps 
work for themſelves, who having never ſeen daily 
or known a better Condition (their Fathers, whic] 
and ſo backwards, being ever Slaves before they 
them) are well fatisfy'd and contented with ſtruct 


their Servitude; ſo true it is, that Cuſtom | their 
and Education, by making any State habi- the C 


tual, renders it eafie ; whilſt thoſe only can | Boot! 
be called wretched, who, born and nourith- in th 
ed in Splendour and Proſperity, are redu- whilt 
ced to deſcend and fit in Obſcurity and Po- ¶ moſt 
verty ; whence ſurely it is no Impropricty Wand \ 
to ſay, that tis a Misfortune to ſuch to have whill 


been happy» Their ; 
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having Their Religion is ſtill that of the old 
ve qui- Gentile ; they will by no means hear of what 
Riches they call the Chriſtian ee but 
ey call worſhip many Deities, pay Divine Adora- 
f with tion to Fire, which they call facred, and keep 
d; they it always burning in particular Towns; 
Lord's ſeveral Prieſts attend to preferye it, by 
obſolute whoſe Neglect or otherwiſe, if ever it comes 
ight for to be extinguiſhed, they are immediately 
Te won- # beheaded. They worſhip Thunder, and 
hey can pray to tall-ſtraight-Trees, ſet apart in ſe- 
become veral Groves, which they hold it Sacrilege 
, unleſs but to touch: When the Sky becomes cloud- 
ind then ed, they are in Deſpair, and of Opinion, 
longs is the Sun is angry with them, and uſe their 
eſteem d | utmoſt Art to appeaſe him, by Muſick, 
who do Prayer, and other Ceremonies. They wor- 
7 it. The |} ſhip the God Eſculapius, under the Form of 
r reaches |} a Serpent, which is their Lares, or Houſ- 
Days in a bold Deities, and therefore each Family 
that they keeps one in their Houſe, to whom they 
ever ſeen daily ſacrifice Milk, Fowls, Oc. and one of 
r Fathers, which if they happen at any time to offend, 
es before they look upon it to be an Omen of De- 
nted with ſtruction to their whole Progeny. Upon 
it Cuſtom their Return from War, they offer one of 
tate habi- the Chief of their Captives, with all their 
only can Booty to the Fire. Burn their Dead dreſs d 
d nourith- in the richeſt Ornaments they us'd to wear 
are redu- whilſt living, together. with one of their 
ty and Po- moſt faithful. ervants, Horſes, Arms, Dogs, 
1propriety ¶ and whatever the Deceas d was fond of; 
A to have whilſt all the Relations bring Milk, Honey 
Wine, and the like, with which they feaff 
Their and 
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and dance about the Funeral-Pile, to Mu-. facte 
ſick of various Kinds. your 
No Arguments cou'd ever prevail with 2 G 


J 
by 


them to make their Monarchy hereditary." 
though tis obleryable, that but in the laſt fore, 
Election, they ſtill choſe one of the Royal mit 
Family, not ſo much as a Daughter having 
been excluded when there were no Sons; Cou 
yet always telling them, that they were not Perſ 
to attribute their Acceſſion to the Throne bein 
to any Right contracted from their Parents, coul. 
and that they thought themſelves no longer form 
obliged to pay Obedience than that they Plea 
kept to their Oath, reſerving to themſelves 
a Right of Depoſing them whenever they ties 


| Not conceiving, my Lord, that you are Eng⸗ 
abſolutely ſtraitened in Time, or that it is a 
Deve 


of much Importance to your Lordſhip whe- x 
ther you depart to Morrow, or favour me } Teaſo 
with a longer Stay, I ſhall not find my bimſ 
ſelf under a Neceſſity of finiſhing my Re- Pain 
lation to Night, ſo to confine my ſelf to the Exta 
Buſy, and omit the Diverting ; for even in whic 
Reading (where we generally bring more from 
Attention than in Diſcourſe) we love a Re- 
lief, becauſe the Mind is wearied like} the F 
the Body, if it continues long upon à at en 
Bent. | : 
Therefore, my Lord, I think it not amiſs IJ fupre 
to amuſe your Lordſhip with an Adven- 
ture of my own before I left Gallia; an] had 
Adventure fo far ſingular, that neither by had f 
Reaſon, Reading, or Reflection, I can ſatis- derſta 
factorily 


Ye. 
SES 


to Mu- 


ail with : 
reditary ; 
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factorily account to my ſelf for it. I know 


2 your Lordſhip is as great a Philoſopher as 
2 General, and as well acquainted with 


Ariſtotle and Plato, as Alexander ; there- 


the laſl fore, as ſomething curious, I will not o- 
le Royal b mit it. e 1 ; 

r having Charles King of the Franks, held then his 
10 Sons. Court at Orleans: I was always about his 
were not Perſon, and durſt boaſt of the Honour of 
Throne being ſometimes heard by him. Nothing 
Parents, { could be more N than the Ladies that 
10 longer form d the Circle; Gallantry, Luxury, and 
hat they Pleaſure, reign d in full Splendour under 


jemſelves this Monarch; but it was not to any Beau- 
yer they ties of the Court that my Heart ſurrender- 
ed: So far as Amuſentent, and that Sort of 

you are 4 Engagement which is neceſſary to gain the 

hat it is Character of a gallant Man, 1 was at their 
ſhip whe- x Devotion ; this is a ſort of Amour where a 
our. mel reaſonable Man ſhould reſt, and not dip 
find my himſelf further, the Pleaſing without the 

my Re- Painful: What though there is not that 
IF to the Extaſie of Bliſs, that tranſporting Pang, 
even in Which the ſublime Joys of Love, reſulting 
ing more] from the Favours of a long ador d Miſtreſs 
)ve a Re. An beſtow? Yet is the Senſe gratify'd, and 
ried like the Heart, whilſt unconcern d, may well be 
upon 4 at eaſe, and advantagioully compound, by the 
; 7 Abſence of pungent Pain, for the Loſs of 


not amiſs | ſupreme Delight. 


I tuck a long while to this Opinion, and 


1 had not departed from it, if my Reaſon 
either by] had {till been free; neither yet is my Un- 
can ſatis- | derſtanding clear-ſighted enough, to define 


 factorily 


the 


the true Nature of that Pain which tor- 
mented me : That it was Love, is moſt cer- 


tain, but of ſuch a Kind that the Circum- 
Nance made it as aſtoniſhing as unhappy to 
me; your Lordſhip, who fo well underſtands ; 
natural Philoſophy, may perhaps help to e- 


plain it, 


Not longer to amuſe your Lordſhip with 2 
Introduction, be pleaſed to know, That for 
ſome Vears J had an Acquaintance with a a 
Man, who, though of no higher a Degree ; 
than a Bungeoiſe of Orleans, yet was he very |! 
ingemous : What Time he had to ſpare |? 


from his Calling, he employed in Reading ; 
he had beſides a Genius for Painting, and 
added to his own Profeſſion, that of col- 
lecting valvable Pieces, which being to be 
diſpoſed of at his Houſe, drew thither a 
Reſort of ſeveral Perſons of Condition that 
delighted in that Art, and who came to buy 
Pictures of my Merchand z whoſe Conver- 
ſation was always fo ſenfible, and above his 


Rank, that I pleaſed my ſelf in it, and grew 


into ſuch an Intimacy with him, that I 
ſought how I might be ſerviceable to him, 
and had the Satisfaction to ſucceed in ſeve- 
ral Affairs relating to his Buſinefs : This 
ve me a free — welcome Acceſs to tlie 
ouſe, where I was always careſs d, as well 
by himſelf as his Wife, who: was a handſome 
Voman, but a very Coquet; ſome il! 
Nei ghbours would ſay, at the Expence of 
her Vertue, but that I leave to her own 
Conſcience, as having never ſeen any thing 
| 5 : 
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u tor- of it; ſhbe was very ſilly, very vain, and 
ealkative, yet very ſecret, which 1s a Talent 


5 N — wy 
93 


# cer- 2 
ee ſo few of that Sex poſſeſs, even thoſe who are 
py to moſt eminent for fine Qualifications, that I 


Hands could never 7 my ſelf a Reaſon why chis 
\ to en- Women thould be endowed with a 1 hore 

ſo ditectly contrary to thoſe Thave named be- 
p ih | fore, and which were her Aſcendants in all 
4 Things where Secreſie was not required. 


hat for 
with a © Io Rudy. Nature's. Eroodions was al- 
Degree bays delighrfyli-to- me, eſpeciall y in any of 
he very her irregular Working: This gave me to 
o ſpare Lem fle my Merchant's Wife for what 

a 4 have me told you, but much more 4 
g, an 43 Daughter of hers, of whom ſhe was very 
of col- bond; this Girl, was called Agnes; moſt 
8 10 be | | beautifully featur d, but an 1 17 har By 5 
nther a ok the. herceft 115 Black, ſparklin ill 
ion that 7 they truck ab ut ttentively 8 
e to buy | ng them, you found no Knowledge, no 
Conver- Kugse ard nothing informing in their 
Dore his Isel and yet wonderfully „ 8: - her 
nd grew 7 laſhes were eue füll, long and 
that 1 | un ie „ ſo ,ths Jae 8 ſhe looked 
to him, Þ 4 5 a bewirche done. Her! Eye-Brows 
in ſeve- 7. ſuch a8 Ape lles would: have. C oſen for 
57 This . juſtly arch d in a fair ſmeorh Fore- 
388 b that look'd more poliſhed than Mar- 
d, as well le the reſt of her kr pe Filer anſwer- 

handſome No . (90 155 Gorapy {eFIOn A Friend. toall: 
ſome il r : Checks 1 rer, than that upon 
xpence of Wins . x Coral more ively, than her 
7 ele Linn ; nor, | 8 any Defect M her 
ole Limbs or Lern but ſometbing rod 


any thing 


of lazge 
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large a Head, whence it is plain, that That 9 Tang 
it is no Indication of great Underſtanding, * Thin 
But now, my Lord, I am coming to the je you 
melancholy Part gf fair nes Deſcription, er 
her Mind; 'twas all a Blöt, nor had it ever certainl 
been otherways ; the” had no Notion of 5 for her 
Things, no Diſcourſe, no Memory, I have] 
carefully minded her, had her carry d abroad would 
and entertain d with all that may be ſup. imperfe 
poſed pleaſing to a Girl ot her Age, but Danceir 
could not get her to report the leaſt Sy Lable could m 
nor was ſhe ever know n to tell a Tal >. O wonderf 
complain of the il} Uſage of the Maids, that ſhe 
though, by way of Ex eriment, IJ was anf az Parro 
Encourager to one of them, naturally cruel, them, ſo 
to uſe her harſhly; her Mother, who doat her; anc 
ed ſo far upon the Girl's Out fide, chat ſheff her Nee. 
never 'faw the Defect within, by her kin ceſsleſs; 
Uſage gave her Confidence enough to mak: or proud 
any Complaint, had ſhe beer cap able of i not own 
Her Appetite was large, and lejected OP fair Aane 
thing, nor did Inſtinct, as far as I could per- Beauty, 3 
ceive, carry her to diſtinguiſh ih her Meats | Ornamer 
or Drink; whether it were that her Me Father v. 
ther's Fondneſs ſeldom, put her to” th pg 
Choice, becauſe the always gave her the bell Nature 
of every Thing, or that lovely Agnes in F 
lection was even below a Brute: But fhe 


Motion 


: Nature, C 
| tain a Pa 
ject, or el 


eat protpiſcuoully of every Thing, tho nl great, Lig 
ther the Savory than the Sweet, which fla dure, Pos 


might copy from her She-Parent, who lov 
ed "iti | Bange Cra One Thing 2 22 6 
me above the reſt, that ſhe had an ar fo 
Muſick, ſhe wou d learn a Tune or a Son 


of her C 
i was, I | 
ingratefu 
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by hearing it; but the Notes could never be 
That bak into 1 mg to bid her ſing ſuch or ſuch 
ding. 12 Thing, was ſaying nothing to her; but 
'the] if you began to ſing, the immediately fol- 


. 


| tion, low'd, and whatever was in her Power, ſhe 
ever certainly perform d juſtly and harmonioufly; 
an olf for her Voice was very good, though the 
have] Motion was never ſpontaneous in her; ſhe 
broad d all trip about to Muſick, or by an 
e ſup - imperfect Imitation of others, but her 
e, but Danceing-Maſter with all his Endeavours 
Fable, could make nothing of her. It was with a 
ue, oi wonderful Diligence and long Application, 

aids that ſhe was brought to know her Letters, 
72S anf as Parrots talk, by Rote, but could not read 
Cruel them, ſo that it was of little or no Uſe to 
>, COA her; and as to Writing, or Working with 
hat ſhÞ her Needle, all their Endeavours were ſuc- 
r KiB ceſsleſs; yet was her Mother fo infatuated, 
o maße or proud, ſhe either did not ſee, or would 
e of VE not own theſe melancholy Defects in the 
ed no fair Agnes, but never forbore to extol her 
ald per- Beauty, and to adorn that Beauty in all the 
r Meat Ornament of modiſh- Dreſs, 'Tis true, her 
her Moy Father was more reaſonable, or leſs pre- 
to the poſſeſs d; one could not have ſo much of ill 
the bel Nature, or ſo little of Manners, to enter- 
es in E tain a Parent upon ſo melancholy a $ub- 

ut i ject, or elſe he could not but have given us 
tho 1 great Lights into this irregular Work of Na- 
hich {ht ture, by the Obſervations he doubtleſs made 
who lo! of her Childhood; but how curious ſoever 
Puzzel was, I forbore to diſcourſe him upon ſa; 
E ingrateful a Theme, having often found 
T'A _ | 2 him 


52 The New Atalantis. Vol. III. 


him too ſenfible of his Misfortune, and at 
her awkward Performance of many Ihings,to 
with her dead, and laid at Reſt in her Grave. 

Agnes was ſuch as IJ have deſcribed her; 
and yet, my Lord, the malicious God of 
Love (that ow'd me a Revenge for having 
hitherto only play'd with his Bow and 
Darts ) thought fit to give me a mortal 
Wound in Favour of this ſair Idiot: It was 
a long time before I could ſo much as 

ueſs at what ailed me. The Court and 
Royal Favour became Taſteleſs to me; 
I fell into a languiſhing Melancholy, a hec- 
tick State of Health, and other Marks of 

a violent Reſtleſneſs of Mind. I was beſt 
alone, or at my Marchand's, contemplating 


Nature in the beautiful Ayres. I thought Phi- 


loſophy cauſed my Search, and that it was That 
which made me ſo nicely inquiſitive of all 
which related to that ſimple Maid; but it was 
the Philoſophy of Love, and ſuch a Love 
which proftrated my Reaſon, and all diſtin- 
guiſhing Advantages, till it reduc'd me al- 
moſt to as great an Incapacity of acting, as 
the Defe& of Nature had done in Agnes. 
The Phyſicians finding that viſible Decay 
in my Perſon, occaſtoned, as they judg'd, 
by an entire Loſs of Appetite, advis'd me 
to change the Air : I left the Houſe I had 
in the Fauxboure of Orleance, and tranſ- 
ported my Moveables to one I had taken 
three Leagues diſtant from the City ; but 
becauſe the Reſpect I ow'd his Majeſty, often 
obliged me to be either at his Riſin or bis 
ouchee. 
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Couchee, 1 ſhould inconvenience my ſe 
too much if I every Night return'd Home; 
therefore I took the beſt Apartment in my 
Mirchand's Houſe, which was very handſome; 
and there J found more ſecret, unknown (to 
my ſelf) Pleaſures than the World beſides 
could beſtow. Dear Agnes was now about 
Thirteen, with an Air fo majeſtick and 
ſtriking, that I am ſtill at a Loſs to know 
what Nature meant in her Chmpoſition; ſo 
dangerous and ſo harmleſs, fo lovely and fo 
hateful, inſpiring ſo much Admiration and 
Contempt, ſo great an Object both of Love 
and Pity, of Deſire and of Allay. 

By much Application and long Study, I 
gain d this Knowledge of my fair Maid, that 
the could diſtinguiſh enough to Love, but 
ſhew'd no ſigns of Hatred: When I ſay 
Love, I ought only to ſay Liking, which ſhe 
expreſs d in an extraordinary Manner, as 
tus: After the Abſence of any that were 
lier Favourites, at the Review, ſhe wou'd 
tand as if it were to recollect her litile Re- 
membrance, feem buſily employ'd, and 
when her Memory, as narrow as it was, had 
drawn from her Brain into her Mind, the 
Knowledge or Repreſentation of the Idea 
which the Object occaſion'd, ſhe would burſt 
out into Tears, and by Kiſſes and Cries, ex- 
preſs her Joy; which uncommon Sort of 
Tranſport has fooliſhly given me more real 
Delight than the Embraces of the fineſt Wo- 


man Jever convers'd with in the Affairs 


dt Nature. Love I found required no great 


2 Ytore 


ing, e, the ſingular Property of adorn- 
ing inſtead of disfiguring, and whoſe Mo- 
tive being Joy, there was none of that Bit- 


terneſs, thoſe Lines of Diſtortion which 
Sorrow occaſions; How often have I drunk] 


creas d the Fever of my Soul. 


only Diſtinction in favour of any one that! 
ever obſery'd her capable of. | 


The King, my Maſter, whoſe vaſt Capa- Þ 
city makes it a Queſtion, whether he under- Þ 


ſtands Men or Buſineſs beft, did me the 


Honour of a gentle Reprimand, for reſign- 
ing my ſelf up to Solitude: He told me, 


That he defign'd me for his Service, and 
would take the firſt Opportunity to employ 
me; that it was my own Fault if 1 ſufferd 


my felf, by Abſence, to be forgotten. I | 


anſwer'd his Majeſty, That my ill State cf 
Health had banith'd me into the Country, 
the Preſervation of which, could only ſeem 


to interfere with the Incli nation I had of 


aying my Duty to his Majeſty ; but that! 

d no greater Regard in that Preſervation, 
than by regaining my native Vivacity, to 
ſhow how much 1 defir'd to be his moſt 
humble and dutiful Seryant. The King gre 
ciouſly received my Excuſe, and bid me 
continue in the Country till I was perfect 
recover'd. „ 


lin 
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is "| could not recover; therefore I was more at 
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harm- Þ 
dorn-f 


invited a Siſter of mine to be with me; 


one that Nature put into the World with a 
| Deſign to make ſome honeſt Gentleman here- 


had little 3 in the Entertaining, or 
the Belle Demoiſelle ; however, ſhe was agree- 


tion. I languiſh'd under ſo ſenſible a De- 
cay, that 1 did not at all diſpute, but that 


amiable Agnes. Her Parents had no man- 
ner of. Diſtruſt of the. Inclination I. had for 


ber (indeed it was as yet unknown to my 


ſelf) and therefore did not diſpute her be- 


ing in my Apartment as much as 1 would 


have her: It came into my Mind to invite 
her Mother to bring her with her, during 
the fine Seaſon, to keep my Siſter Compa- 
ny; ſhe was like all Citizens, fond of the 
Country, ſo that having eaſily inclin d her 
Husband, whoſe good Senſe. never ſuffer' d 
him to diſpute her domeſtick Sway, ſhe car- 
ried Agues along with her, and by that 
means ſo entirely endear d my own Houſe 
to me; that during her Stay, I was but ſel- 
dom at the Marchajd' s; „ 
My. Appetite began feebly to return; I 
was where 1 would be; that is to ſay, with 
the lovely aj ng would often reflect on 
the Pleaſure her Contact gave me, not ſuſ- 
PIOIPET: C4 pecting 
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petting my Underſtanding could be ſo ' falſe I 
as ever to betray me to become a Votary to 
an Idiot; but it was too true, the Cauſe | 
and Knowledge of this Misfortune was ſo | 
obſcure and hid, even from my ſelf, that | 
purſuing rather Inſtinct than Reaſon, 1 
ſought what was to gratifie the former, with- | 
out re n Reſult of Nature to the 

d the dear little Idiot's Lips 
with a Tenderneſs and Pleaſure that fet me | 
all on Fire. I concluded at firſt, that 'twas | 
only an Effect of the Sex, and therefore 
try d all the other Girls that came near me | times 
in the ſame manner, but twas no ſuch | 


other: I pre 


thing; Agnes was not there, and wanting 


her, I quickly found all Pleaſure was want⸗ 

185 en heard ſay, that loving a 
fair Fool, was doating upon a Picture; but 
whilſt it was animated by Life, and ſuch | 
warm beautiful Colours of Fleſh and Blood, 
as were in Agnes, it afforded Pleaſure e- 
nough (to thoſe who could be ſway'd only | 
by their Senſes) to recompence any other | 


ing: 


* 4 ( 2114 4 194 4 ; 
This gave me to know of what Nature. | 


was the Diſtemper I had ſo long complain- 
ed: Never was any Admiration greater than 
mine! I began then to rally my abſconded Rea- 


ſon, to ask what I could intend by ſo ſhame- 


ful, ſo deſtruQtive a Paſſion? 'Pipmaiton's 


Love for a Statue (had it been tfue) ap- 


peared no longer a Miracle to me; I que- 
ſtion not but the Poet took the Hint from 
ſuch a beautiful Idiot as mine; but no Me- 
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tamorphoſe would appear in Favour of 
this Image, to endue her with the Life of 
Reaſon, of which ſhe was as utterly void 
(to all Uſes of Converſation) as Pigmalion's, 
before it was inlormed from above. Ihe 


dear Idiot lov'd my Fondneſs, whether mo- 


ved by Inſtinct, that teaches all Animals the 
Deſire of making themſelves in ſome fort 
eternal, and vehemently incites to propa- 
gate their Species, or peculiarly by Cuſtom 
inclined to me, the would give me her Ru- 
by Lips to kiſs and preſs as ſoon as ever 
ſhe came near me; this | had a thoufand 


times done, without Heſitation, before all 


the World, till convinced of my extrava- 
gant Paſſion, I bluſh'd and guiltily declin'd 
the Offer ; but when I got her alone, F 
greedily devour'd her Breath, her Lips and 
Kiſſes, and had the Pleaſure to ſee Nature 
was not deficient in the charming Agnes. 


Oh! what could Inot have done, had 1 not 


been reſtrain'd by Vertue and Honour ? Oh! 
how happy ? Ah! how guilty might I have 
made my ſelf? And how near (one Day) 
was I to forfeit both Vertue and Honour, 
to ruin my lovely Idiot, and render my ſelf 
the greateſt Villain alive? It was upon a 
Bank of Greens and Flowers, in a pretty 
retir d Arbour, where her balmy Kiſles had 
wrought me up to a degree of Diſtradtion 
an] Deſire, her ſhining black Hair was a- 
corn'd with yellow Ribands and: Carnati- 
ons; nothing oppos'd my Joys, the ſimple 


| arileſs Maid paring the Dictates of Nature, 
5 


clinging, 
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clinging around and embracing me in a man- 
ner bewitching and enchanting, prompting 


me by Kiſſes and ardent Breathings to give 


what Inſtinct requir'd, till the Tears burſt 
from her Eyes, the only Indication in her, 
as I before told your Lordſhip, of Joy and 
Pleaſure. 5 


Never was my Vertue put to ſo bold a | 
her Mc 
| Orlean. 
 thould 


Trial; never did I gain ſo noble a Con- 
queſt ; yet not I alone; it could not be my 
Work, it was the Inſpiration of that Eternal 
Power who reſtrains us in Evil, but in 


Goodneſs has no Bounds! Not, my Lord, | 
that I have ſcrupled to be concerned in Gal- 


lantry with Ladies who have met my glow- 
ing Withes half-way ; but it was ever my 
Opinion, that he who debauches a young 
Creature is a Villain, and in a great mea- 
ſure the Author of all thoſe Follies the after- 
wards becomes guilty of. But here I had 


deen ſuch upon a double Score, both as Agnes Þ 


was a Virgin and an Idiot; and though | 
was ragingly in Love with her, and that 
probably nothing but Poſſeſſion could cure 
me, yet I reſolv'd to endure whatever was 
moſt painful, rather than depart from the 
Laws of Honour and of Juſtice. 

To proſecute this Reſolution, I would 
not truſt my ſelf any more alone with her ; 
the beautiful Creature's Fondneſs (that in- 
ceſſantly purſu'd me in all Companies with 
her Kiſſes) made me conſcious and aſham'd : 
I was afraid that Action of hers might be 
interpreted to our Diſadvantage, * 
l — 4 
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had not (her Mouth excepted) tranſgreſſed 


the ſacred Laws of Vertue; nor could all 


my Paſſion or Curioſity betray me to the 
leaſt e 1: was ſure ſhe had 
Act of Memory, fo as 


to make me fear ſhe: would be able to tell 


her Mother what I ſhould offer to her. 


left the Charge of Entertaining her and 


her Mother to. my Siſter, and went back to 
Orleans to determine with my ſelf what 1 
| ſhould do to ęaſe my Paſſion, preſerve my 


Vertue, and tiot diſhonour my Family, 
which a Marriage with the Daughter of . 
Bourgeois would conſequently have done. 
Love that never ſtands upon any Intereſt 
but his own, inceſſantly tempted me to paſs 
over that Diſadvatitage : It repreſented to 
me Monarchs who häd waved their Digtit- 
ty, and, when throughly wrought by Love 

had ſubmitted to ſhare their Diadem, and all 
the Glories of a Throne, with ſome hum- 
ble She whoſe Beauty was her only Merit. 
In that Particular I was ſure my fair Agnes 
was exceeded by none; her Charms were 

faultleſs and peculiar, but her Mind was a 

Rock upon which my Reſolution ſtruck: 
Love with all his Omnipotence could never 
carry me over that Difficulty. I ask'd my 
ſelf, what was become of my ſo boaſted. 
Reaſon, if I muſt 'unavoidably reſign to. 
Inſtinct, to a Love only for the Sex? What 
could not entertain the brighter Part, was 
poor and ſhameful. 1 well knew I was ne⸗ 
ver to expect the Pleaſures of the dong bs 
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ſuch an Union; nay, thoſe Follies, when | 


once nearly allied to my ſelf, would more 


exquiſitely pain me; I ſhould bluth, II 


ſhould hang the Head, expiring with Shame 
at my dear Idiot's Preſence, which all beau- 


tiful as her Face and Perſon were, could | 
never make a reaſonable Man's Excuſe for | 


having ſo much preferr'd the ſenſitive, to 
the ratignak !. ᷣͤ entre 
Io be ſhort, my Lord, this raging Paſh- 


on was like to vanquiſh my Reaſon; but no 


longer to put it in my own Power to do an 
Action that would diſhoneur me by its 
Weakneſs, and procure. me a whole Life's 
Repentance, a Thought came into my Head, 
which as ſoon as it was born, I put in Ex- 
ecution : You. may gueſs at the Height of 
my Diſeaſe, by the Violence of its Cure; 
it was this, to take holy Orders, and en- 
75 my ſelf to the Church, by which Vow 
0 


r ever incapacitated my ſelf to marry, f 


without the Penalty of being burnt alive. 
All Mankind that had known the former 
Gaiety of my Temper, wondered at this Re- 
folution. Thoſe who lov'd to hear them- 


ſelves talk, prophecy'd my Repentance ; 
the wiſeſt contented to ſhow their Aſtoniſh- 


ment by ſilent Geſture and ſhrugging their 


Shoulders. My Change was acceptable to 


none but the Clergy. and the King, whoſe 
Approbation was worth that of a Million 
of the Vulgar : His Majeſty, who was of 
late become really truly religious, told me, 
he was well fatisfied with me, and 2 
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when | take care of my Fortune, which he ſo ef- 
more fectually did, that by his gracious Bounty, 
h, II I was, as your Lordſhip knows, preferred to 
hame be Prior of Orleans. „5 

beau- F Vet could not either Religion or Ambi- 
could tion, create any Abſence or Alteration in 
e for Þ my Paſlion: Ir devour'd all my Quiet, Days 
e, to and Nights were but as ſo many wretched 
4. Torns of Time, which only ſerved to pro- 
Paſſi- long Miſeries, that had the melancholy proſ- 
utno | ped of never ceaſing but with my Lite; 
do an neither was it in my Power to deny my 
dy its | ſelf the Pleafure of ſeeing lovely Agnes, 
Life's | whoſe tender Tears and Kiſſes would make 


Head, | me tranſported and mad. How ridiculous 
n Ex- and abſurd was it for a Man in my Circum- 


ht of ſtances, whom all the World concluded 
Zure; to have ſome Senfe, to be thus agitated ? My 
d en- Þ Folly. was. indeed unknown to all beſides 
Vow my ſelf, but even that Knowledge I could 
narry, | not forgive; and l am perſwaded, if it were 
alive. | poſſible for Mankind to hate themſelves, I 
ormer | had done it : But I doubt I have too long 
is Re- Þ amuſed your Lordſhip with theſe Trifles. 
them- Therefore to conclude, I grew in Pain for 
ance; any Accident that might arrive to my lovely 
>nith- Þ Maid from the Charms of her Beauty; 
their Þ fince they had ſo ragingly infllmed me, I 
dle to dreaded their Power over ſome Lover who 
whoſe would not prove ſo diſcreet and juſt to her 
illion as I had been. Beſides, her Mother's Gaiety 
as of led her into Converſation, which though 
1 me, the Daughter was inſenſible of, Inſtinct 
would might make it terminate in her Ruin; which 

tale caus d 
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caus'd me to move her Father that ſhe ſhould 
take the Veil and become a Religious. The 
honeſt Man fincerely proteſted to me, that 
his Affairs were far from being in ſo good 
a Poſture as the World believ'd them; that 
he could not ſpare ſuch a Sum as was requi- 
ſite to make Agnes a Nun, though it was 


the only Deſire of his Life, becauſe he ſhould | 
ſee her freed from a Number of Inconveni- Nel 
Relati 


ences that her Incapacity would make her 
liable to in a World, where, in all Probabi- 


lity, (if her Underſtanding were ever eri- | 
lighten d) ſhe would be forced to get her 
don Maintenance, or elſe prove miſerable | 
archand made | 
this Confeſſion with Tears in his Eyes, and | 
which I gueſs'd to be too true from his | 
ha- 
ving every Vear preſented him a Child, 1 


for want of it. My poor 


Wife's Extra vagancy and Fruitfulneſs 


ſometimes two. I told him, to ſhew the 


Reſpect I had for himſelf and his Family, if 
he would take care it ſhould not be known | 
whence it came, I would furniſh him with 
two thouſand Crowns, which I freely gave 
to dear Agnes to ſecure her from all worldly þ 
Inconveniences, in hopes of making her an | 
acceptable Deodand to Heaven; that he 
ſhou'd order the Matter fo well with his“ 
Wife (whoſe miſplaced Fondneſs would Þ 
poſſibly prevent our 3 Intentions) that Þ 

ing till it was ready 
to be performed, and paſt her Power to 


the might ſuſpect not 


prevent, 
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this Paſſion (ſo blameable in it ſelf) to a 


9 n 8 


the Monaſtery; which I did, and reſign'd 
her with tender Recommendations into the 


mend me to the Giver of all Victory. Ne- 


Thus was I empower d by the MA of a 


more mighty Arm than my own, to turn 


raiſe-worthy Event. When we had got all 
hings ready, I went to take her and her 
Father in my own Coach, to carry her to 


Hands of the Lady Abbeſs, who was my 
ous, my Heart wore enough of it to recom- 


ver was Agnes ſo lovely! Never was I more 
ſenſible ! I kiſs'd and embraced her in the 
Parlor of the Monaſtery, with that Paſſion 
and Anguith, that I thought my Life would 
have fled from me upon the Place. Her 
Father wept by Cuſtom, for he was really 
rejoyc'd at having ſo well reſign d her. 1 
ſhewed Tranſports which were not in my 
Power to contain; none but a Lover, who 
loves to the Height that I did, could gueſs 

at my Agitation: I was to ſee no more that 


innocent lovely Creature, without Grates 


and Bars of Iron between us ! No more to 
embrace that beautiful Body ! To gaze upon 
all that wondrous Harmony of Features, 
which had ſo entirely charmed me! No 
more to receive her wounding, healing Kiſſes 
and amiable Claſpings | Oh! ſevere Self- 
denial ! Oh! rigid Law of Vertue! l obey'd! 
I obey'd ye! then at a time when her Beauty 
was haſtning to Perfection, when my ardent 


| Wiſhes were at their moſt glowing 
Thus Þ 


Height=— 
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þ her ow 
gination ; I ſaw her ſhut from my Sight for] Veil. 

ever! I ſaw her conducted far away trom beſs, wh 
me! And yet I ſurviv'd her Loſs! Which Fnd 
ſhews the Heart of Man capable of mighty readily 
Sufferings, and that none but little Ge- 


ink under Misfortunes and Difſ-F * 

I if ſhee 
will not enlarge, by dwelling upon her] bation 
Mother's Impertinence; only this, the was] her to 
diſtracted at miſſing the Girl, and wou'd | Deſires 


know whence it was that her Husband, with] 


Height Forgive me, my Lord 
this Scene muſt ſtill be touching to the Ima- 


nius's 
appointments. 


whoſe little Circumſtances the was acquaint- 
ed, had it in his Power to make her darling 


Daughter a Nun, and of that Order the | 


leaſt ſevere, and where they are never re- 
| tothe | 


ceived under ſuch a Sum of Money : To quiet 


Her, he was forced to diſcover me, by which 
he pretended to engage her Silence and her] 
Gratitude» This miſtaken Woman levelled Þ 
all her Rage againſt me; ſhe came to aÞ 
Houſe 1 had taken in Town, and never ceas d 
abuſing me; as if I had been guilty of the Full Bl 
higheſt Act of Diſhonour to her Daughter, 
] knew not how to deal with one upon] 
whom Reaſon was loſt. She would com- 
plain to the Biſhop of the Dioceſs for mak- | 
ing her Child a Nun without her Conſent, Þ 


End in 


I had g 


er, but 


more e⸗ 


by whic 


of Moi 
Trade. 


mation 


tioned 


rity co 


to ſee 
Species 
view, 


that I 
wantin 
which 
He was 
Error 


and expreſsly againſt her Daughter's. Arne. ſelf, at 


was yet in her Noviciate, and I juſtly fear'd þ 
this weak Woman might tutor the ſimple 
Maid to ſay as ſhe directed, by which means 
ſhe could never be made to profeſs without 


hes 


paſſo1 


that it 


ſhe ha 
Beauty 
upon 
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her own Words that ought to deſire the 


zht for þ Veil. Therefore I went to the Lady Ab- 
from | beſs, who very well ſaw I cou'd have no other 
Which 
4 | readily received my Inſtructions. The Money 


e Ge. | I bad given was no longer in my own Pow- 


| oY if ſhe did not like, witen her Year of Pro- 
In her! bation was expir'd, it was to go along with 
e was | her to maintain her, which made her Father 
wou'd þ 
, with! 
jnaint- | 
arling Þ 
r the 
er re- 
to the Biſhop, whom her Mother had peti- 
which | tioned; he was perfectly aſſured, that Cha- 
1d her 
>vclled . 
to 21 


ceas d view, was all her felf; that is to fay, in her 


— 


e Ima- 


> quiet 


of the 


aghter, Þ 
upon 


Com 


mak- 
nſent, Þ 
Aan ; . 
| paſſionate of the miſerable Maid: He agreed 
that it was beſt, for her to be encloſed, ſince 


fear.) 

ſimple 
means 
ithout 
hes 


End in it than peor Agness Good, and ſhe 


er, but already ſettled upon Agnes; fo that 


more eaſily give in to his Wife's paſſionate 


Deſires that ſhe might not become a Nun, 


by which means he hoped to have that Sum 
of Money in his own Hands to further his 


Trade. The Lady Abbeſs gave me an Inti- 
mation of their Deſign, which I imparted 


rity could be the only Motive; and deſired 
to ſee this Miracle and Irregularity of the 
Species. My beautiful Idiot, at this Inter- 


full Bloom of Charms and Folly! Not but 
that IJ find this Word very defective, and 
wanting of Force to explain her Defect, 


which properly comes under another Head. 


He was both ravith'd and mortify'd at this 
Error of Nature, this Contradiction to her 
ſelf, and preſently became tender and com- 


the had not Underſtanding. to guard her 
Beauty from the ill Effects it might produce 
upon Hearts unacquainted with Vertue. 


77 
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His Lordſhip advis'd the Lady Abbeſs not Þ 4 wo 
other ſee her, and in the mean | 


rime, to win her by all Manner of good ; 


to let her 


Uſage, to teach her proper Words that ſhe 


only provided for the Repoſe of her Perſon, 
but her better Part the immortal Soul, which 


Caſuiſts perhaps may think a Work of Su- 
pererogation, becauſe in her it was pro- | -; 


tected againſt the Power of Crimes by na- 
tive Simplicity. | Bet! 


Soon after this, his Majeſty finding me 


willing to travel, asked me if I car'd to be 
his Envoy to the King of Sarmatia, who la- 
bour d under an incureable Diſtemper, and 
in all Probability could not live long, ſince 
in the View he himſelf had of being made 
Emperor, it extreamly concern d him that 
the Sarmatian Crowh (which had ever been 
Elective) might fall to one who fhould be 
in his Majeſty's Intereſt? that he had a po- 
tent Deſire to advance his Couſin, Prince 
Armntins, Son to the Duke of Aywitain ; but 
the young Gentleman ſeem'd inſuſceptible 
of Ambition; however, as he did not uſe 
to be diſobey'd (eſpecially by thoſe of his 
own Family) he ſhould have time een 


Majeſt. 
Queen 


might demand the Veil; which in ſhort at Da 
the End of two Months ſhe did, and was Þ mad! 
accordingly. profeſs d, beyond the Capacity 

not only of her Mother, but any other Jliv- | Imre: 
ing Power, to reca] her into the World. | 
When it was over, I was ſo far eaſie, that 
now I was ſure I had ſecured her an Eftab- | 


li hment liable to no ill Accidents, and not ; 


that ſh 
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not to work the Prince to a Compliance. His 


Majeſty alſo complain'd of the Sarmatian 


mean 
good 
at ſhe 


/orld, Þ 
„that 
Eftab- | 
d not 
erſon, 


which 
of Su- 


pro- 


y ha- 


g me 
to be 
ho la- 
„ and 
ſince 
made 
| that 
r been 
Id be 
a po- 
Prince 
2: but 
-ptiÞle 
tot uſe 
of his 
nough 

ko 


Queen, from whoſe great Genius, and her 


Pur Aſcendant over her Husband (conſidering 


| was Þ 
Aacity þÞ 


r liv- | Jntereſt of the King of the Almains, ſince 


her eldeſt Son had married the Siſter to the 


that ſhe was a Native of Gallia) he had pro- 


mis'd himſelf much better Things; but the 


had been for ſome few Years entirely in the 


Queen of that Nation; whence it was that 
his Majeſty ordered me to have a watchful 
Eye upon her Conduct; rever to confide in 
her, even tho' ſhe pretended to return to 
my Maſter's Intereſt, whoſe Principle it 
is, That he who truſts a Foe tho' recon- 


cid, ought, unpitied, to be deceived by 


him. Ts SN 
The Uneaſineſs of Heart I labour'd under, 
made me willingly receive the Honour his 
Majeſty deſign'd me: I ordered my Affairs 


| with all poſſible Expedition , becauſe I 


long'd to be out of a Kingdom that gave 
me ſo many Diſquiets, tho' all center'd in 
the Paſſion I fill had for the too lovely 
Agnes, It was not in my Power to depart 
without ſeeing her. I took my Leave at 
the Grate ; her Charms were in Perfection! 
The Veil admirably became her; but this 


was the firſt time I had any Diſeuſt againſt 


her want of Senſe, it had always pain'd, 
but never before diſpleas'd me: Hence I 
hop'd that I was recovering my Underſtand- 
ing, which was fo far of Uſe to me now, 


as to make me object againſt her whom TI 


had 
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had hitherto only adored. I wanted from 
her that engaging Senſibility, that noble 
Movement proceeding from Se and 
not always the Effect of high Birth, a Je ne 


ay quiy of Tenderneſs, ariſins from the 


Senſe of Benefits, and which cannot for- 
bear breaking forth into modeſt Sorrow and 
beautiful Diſtreſs, at being for ever ſepa- 
rated from thoſe who have powerfully ob- 
lig'd and ſerv'd us. 
The dear Natural was entirely ſuch, ſhe 
knew nothing of Separation ; Hopes, Fears, 
Diſtreſs, and Joy near her oft their on- 


ni potent tumultuous Power: To talk of 


parting, was not to ſpeak at all; tis true, 
the Compaſſion and Love I had for her, 
caus'd the Water to come into my Eyes, 
which Reaſon cou'd not reſtrain or hinder 


from falling down my Cheeks ; this ſhe in- 


tently gaz d upon and imitated, the Tears 
ran from her's, as if by Sympathy. In that 
Burſt of Sorrow T tore my ſelf from 
her Preſence, and immediately departed 
Orleans. 5 | 8 
View me from henceforth, my Lord, as 2 
Man void of all but the Pretence of Plea- 
ſures, taſteleſs, and alone devoted to the 


Service of my King, by whoſe maſterly In- 
ſtructions J was capacitated to enter upon 3 


Scene, and to manage a conſiderable Part in 


a Nation ſo far cremov'd, both in Cuſtoms 


and Manners, from that where 1 had becy 
brought up. 


As 
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As the 
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As the Sarmatians love nothing more than 
Pomp and Shew, there is no Country where 


Ambaſſadors are oblig'd to make ſo = 2a 


Figure, eſpecially if they have any Intereſt 
of the Prince they ſerve to carry on in the 
Grand Council of the States; fr the noble 
Sarmatians deſpiſe all thoſe, who either do 


not, or cannot make ſo good an Appear- 


ance as themſelves ; of which the firſt Ar- 
ticle is, a great Train of rich Coaches, and 
Servants proportionable ; for in this laſt 
Particular they are very profuſe : Next, an 
open and luxurious Table, with a Sort of 


familiar Humility, which is there wonder- 
fully taking, being themſelves generally very 


civil and eaſie in their Converſation. He 


muſt notlikewiſe forbear to be a good Fel- 


low, and have Plenty of the richeſt Wines 
to entertain them; for the Coldneſs of the 


Climate, in ſome Tort, makes that Exceſs 


neceſſary, ſo that Neceſſity makes their Ex- 
cuſe for ſo bad a Cuſtom. Laſtly, an Am- 
baſſidor that wou'd infallibly ſuccced and 
obtain Voices in their Divan, muſt be per- 

tually preſenting them with Gold, for a 
Nanda ſo avaritious and profuſe was never 


known; and yet chat is not enough, he 


ſhould be ſure always to ſpeak to their 
Hopes, for whatever has been receiv'd goes 
for nothing, the future is able to engage 
them even beyond the preſent. | 

I had ny Audience of his Sarmatian Ma- 
jeſty, ſome Days before the Marriage of the 
Princeſs his Daughter. The 
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extraordinary Occaſion, by moſt of the 


Ladies and Children, for there had not 


been a Daughter Royal marry'd in more | 


than a hundred and fifty Years: Nothing 


Women were gloriouſly habited ; I may ven. 


ture to aſſure your Lordſhip, that tho |. 
have ſeen Conſtantinople, Nome, and the Cir- 
cle of the King my Maſter, yet I never be- 
held ſo vaſt a Quantity of Jewels in any Af. | 


ſembly as in this. „ 
The King was old and declining, nay, he 


4 „ 


dy'd ſo ſoon after, that, however glorious 


had been his Reign, I ſhall not think fit to 


trouble your Lordthip with a Deſcription Bluſhe 


of either his Mind or Perſon, tho' bot! 


were very accompliſh'd. As for the Queen, 
ſhe was, of her Age, the moſt lovely Prin- 
ceſs in the World, and tho' the be more 
than forty, in looking upon her, you wou'd Þ 


not give her above thirty, which is exactly 
the Point: of Time when, Ladies firſt begin 
(unwillingly) to believe that there may be 
ſome Coral Alteration - in their Charms. 
Her Birth was a Myſtery ; however, a Gllick 
Count and his Lady were willing to oblige 
her, Mother (a Woman. of exalted Quality) 
and own'd this Infant Beauty for their own 
Daughter. A; Princeſs of the Lombards, eſ- 


| pouſed by Proxy to the then, King of Sar- 
malia, in her Travels through Gallia, took 


her 


Eg Vor. 
The King was then at Marſovia, his Ca- 


pital City, which was crouded upon this 1 


Maid o 
| | eln 150 i into t 
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her at twelve Vears of Age in Quality of 
Maid of Honour, and carry'd her with her 


into this Country, where ſhe ſoon after 


ty, who did not long enjoy his good For- 
tune, but left his charming Princeſs young 
and very rich; whence ſhe fell in Love 
, the with the Captain of the King's Guard, who 
bon having at that time a Pre-engagement of 


Gb the Heart, did not receive the News of ſuch 
e Cir- | 


1 be. Happineſs with fo good a Grace as might 


1 A be expected. Your Lordſhip may be pleas'd 


to know, that tho the Ladies of Sarmatia 
axe modeſt beyond Example (ſcarce a Prece- 


dent being to be found of any that have 
wrong d their Husband's Bed) yet it is 
coumed no Indecency, no Motive for their 


Bluſhes, to like any Man while they are yet 
unmarried, and ſo to like him, as to caufe 
| a Marriage to be propos d to his neareſt Re- 


lations, upon which the Perſon beloy'd is 


left to his Choice, as Ladies are in other 


F * 


eniel, 3 hint bot null 0 

Our young Widow had fo great an Aſ- 
cendant over the Queen her Miſtreſs, whom 
the then ſervd in Quality of firſt Lady of 


Countries, whether he will be kind or 


Favour, the influenced the King to pro- 
pound her to the Captain of his Guard for 
a Wife, with ſo many Advantages, ' as 
more eſpecially making him great Genera] 
of Sarmatia, that he ſoon conſented, and by 


ing 
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ing an Intereſt ſo conſiderable, that upon 
the Death of his Maſter he was elected 


rious Reign. 


Sometime after my Day of Audience, 1 


was upon a Viſit to the great Field- Maſter, 


and moſt agreeably diverted , to ſee his | 


beautiful Lady enter the Chamber, preceeded thus to 
by a Train of twenty four Maid-Servants | have an 


handſomly habited, every one carrying two for the 


White-Wax Flambeaux in: Silver Candle- | 
ſticks gilt; the Lady was led by an old Gen- 


tleman who officiated as Gentleman Uſher, 
a reverend Matron march'd on the other 
ſide, in Quality of Governante ; The Train 
of her Robe was born by two Dwarfs : The 
young fair Creatures that carried the Lights, 
ranged themſelves on each fide of their 
Miſtreſs, who, after ſhe had made her Re- 
verence to me, with a ſlow and ſolemn 
Grace, made directly towards her Lord, and 
caſting her ſelf at his Feet, fell to embrace 
his Knees, to call him her Benefactor, her 
Sovereign, her amiable Husband, the Diſ- 
enſer of Happineſs, of Love, of all 
6 hings that were to her valuable and ado- 
Table. „ r 
When this beautiful Lady firſt kneel'd, I 
imagin'd her in Diſtreſs, and alarm'd as 1 
was, ran, Mal a propos, to raiſe and pity her, 
but with a majeſtick Nod and graceful Mo- 
tion of her Hand, ſhe ſeem'd to forbid my 
Intruſion, and I contented my ſelf to ex- 
pect the Conſequence. Her Lord 11 
5 er 
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her Careſſes with ſuch an Air of Satisfaction 
and Tenderneſs, as encourag' d her to make 
* known her Sute, which, after all the mighty 
Expectation ſhe had raiſed, ended in a De- 


mand of a nuptial Preſent for the Princeſs 
of Sarmatia 


It is a Cuſtom, in thoſe of that Nation, 


thus to implore their Husbands when they 
have any extraordinary Expence to make; 
for the Women never keep the Purſe, and 
are forced to content themſelves to have all 
* F Things provided to their Hand; the Men 

are the ſole Managers, ſo that the Ladies 
have nothing to do but to dreſs, divert 
drink, and make Viſits, which are always 
| perform'd with Oftentation ; for the Sar- 
' matians love Shew, rich Equi page, and Ha- 
bits: The Women ſeldom croſs the Way 
without a Coach, ſix Horſes, and a nume- 
rous Train of Servants ; yet have they no 
Money, but upon every Occaſion are forc'd 
to kneel and implore their Husbands, who 
take a Pleaſure in being importun d. 


eat, 


The Field-Maſter's Lady was ſo cunnin 


as to time her Requeſt, while I was wit 

her Lord; ſhe knew his Temper, that he 
was vain-glerious and covetous ; in my 
| Abſence, the latter, wou'd, ſhe fear'd, pre- 
: dominate, and therefore gave him an Op- 
| portunity of exerting the former. It came 
| to paſs exactly as ſhe had foreſeen, for he 
did not fail to tell her, that ſhe ſhould make a 


Preſent equal, or ſuperior to thoſe that ſhou'd 
go before her, not | Fooopting what came 


from 
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from the Part of crown'd Heads ; this gave 
me to liſten with new Attention, for as yet 
I knew not that all who go to any Marriages 
in Sarmatia, from thoſe of the Princeſs to 
that of the meaneſt Gentlewoman, are ob- 


lig d to give ſomething ; that theſe Preſents | 


are often their only Dowry ; ſo that a Lover 


makes it his Buſineſs as well to enquire af- Þ 
ter the Number of Relations and Friends 


which his Bride may have, as what her For- 
tune is. ES is 

In purſuit of this her Lord's Compli- 
ment, the Lady caus'd a Jeweller to enter, 
who had brought her a World of Curioſi- 
ties; amongſt which, there was a Watch 


more valuable for its admirable and juſt Per- 
formance of Time: This the Lady was 
pleas'd to pitch upon for the Princeſs, and 
{aid ſhe defir'd nothing of greater Expence ; 
her Lord, to expreſs his Generoſity, order'd 
the Marchand thou'd be paid for it, and at 
the ſame time made choice of a very fine 
you which he! preſented his Wife, to 
ew he had not been diſoblig'd at her Re- 

queſt. 5 : 
The King had for a long time labour d un- 
der a Complication of incurable Diſtempers: 
He ſeem d to have nothing at Heart but heap- 
ing up Money, and getting his eldeſt Son, 
Prince Alexis, elected. The Queen had not 
that Tenderneſs for him as ſhe had for his 
Brothers, who were yet too young, by the 
Sarmatian Law, to pretend to the Gn 
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The Prince had ſome Merit, but not equal 
to his Father's, whom he approach d in none 
of thoſe eminent Qualities that had juſtly 
given him the Character of the moſt valiant, 
moſt learned Prince of his Time. Indeed 
he exceeded him in Liberality, which, tho' 
taking with the Sarmatians, yet Prince 
Alcxis was not belov'd, principally becauſe 
of the Endeavours the King had uſed to ſe- 
cure him the Promiſe of Voices in their A(- 
ſembly, when he ſhould be no more: They 
look'd upon this as a Step towards making 
their Monarchy hereditary, a Rock which 
they have carefully preſerved their Conſtitu- 


tion from ſplitting upon, and which of all 
it ſelf 


Things they the moſt induſtriouſly endea- 
vour to avoid. i 

I quickly found that tlie Queen's great Ge- 
nius, her exalted Wit, Capacity for ,Buſt- 
neſs, her affable Demeanor, and real Sweet- 


| neſs of Temper, had given her a great Aſ- 
cendant, not only over the King, but moſt of 
the Senators and great Officers of the 
| Crown ; no inconſiderable Step towards the 
Hopes ſhe might have of her Son's Advance- 
ment. This I was oblig'd under Hand ta 
traverſe, and by force of Gold (the moſt 
| e br way of Reaſoning to a Sarmatian 


obleman) gave them to ſee the Danger of 


Precedents, and that ſuch a pre-engaged E- 


ection wou'd quickly make their Monarchy 

hereditary. | 
Whether the prodigious Quickneſs of her 

Majeſty's Parts and Senſe, caus d her to ſui- 


D2 pe& 


quently my ſelf, was not in Prince Acxi.'s 
Intereſt; or that I was diſcovered by ſome 


of the many I was oblig d to preſent and diſ- 
courſe : I cou d eaſily find ſhe gave but little 
heed to the Promiſes I made her on the part 
of King Charles my Maſter: I obſerv'd, not- 
withſtanding, an exact Decorum as to what | 

related to her Wit and Perfon; for it was 
impoſſi ble, all inſenſible as Reaſon and Miſ- 

fortunes had made me, not to do Juſtice to | 
the Charms and Graces of this lovely Queen; 
a certain ſort of Tenderneſs which knew not | 
how to forſake, fince it had once ſo wholly | 
poſſeſs d me, gave me to betray an Air of it | 


in all I id and did, in relation to that be- 
witching Princeſs : Endeavouring to gain 


her Eſteem and Confidence, I purſu'd my | 
Maſter's Deſires as well as my own Inclina- þ 


tions; there was nothing I outwardly omit- 


ted to be well with her Majeſty : She lov'd | 
thoſe of her Nation, their Manners and Cu- | 
ſtoms, as was apparent by her Habit, which | 


the had not only her ſelf retain d, but 


brought in Requeſt, and caus'd to become 


the Faſhion and general Wear of all the La- 
dies; ſo that in beholding the Sarmatiar Þ_ 
Women, you wou'd believe your ſelf in 
Gallia, tho they have, it's confeſs'd, much | 
the Advantage of ours in the bright Fair- | 
neſs of Hair and Delicacy of Complexion, þ 
which they enjoy to ſo great a Purity, as 
never to want any Embelliſhments of 
Art. frequent in other Countries; for 5 . 

tue 
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© they always as little value as they need 


them. 

What the Queen had done on ſeveral Oc- 
caſions, in oppoſition to my Maſter, aroſe 
from the Apprehenſion ſhe juſtly had, that he 
would not believe it his Intereſt to ſee her 
Son on the Sar matian Throne, becauſe he 
was married into a Family that was nearly 
allied to that of his moſt potent Enemy. 
However, ſhe forbore not to be diverted and 
pleas'd with our People, even beyond thoſe 
of which ſhe was Queen; fo that in all 
Things not relating to Buſineſs (there ſhe 
was too wiſe to grant us any of her Con- 
fidence) I had' the Honour of her Majeſty's 
Converſation and Approbation, which I 
never failed to value, and therefore made 
an exact Court to her. Gallantry being fo 
natural to the Franks, and my ſelf no great 
Enemy to it, it did not coſt me much to 
commend the Beauty of this lovely Queen 
upon all Occaſions; it even came into my 
Head to act as if I were not inſenſible, be- 
cauſe I would have her conclude ſhe had an 
entire Power over me, which ſhe cou'd no 
longer doubt, if but once convinced of my 
Adoration. It is no new Effect of Love to 
ſee him triumph over Friendſhip, Duty, 
Loyalty, Politicks, Intereſt, and Parties he 
cauſes the Stateſman perpetually to in- 
terfere with himſelf, and independent as he 
is, will have nothing to do with any Power 
but his own. 

D 3 I play'd 
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I play'd my Part with ſo much Addreſs, 
that the Queen thought me guilty : I deſir'd 
only to be believed by her in all I ſhould 
iay ; and therefore affected the real, reſpect- 
ful, deſpairing Lover, who would leave his 
Eyes and Actions to expreſs the Torments he 
endur'd, and which he durſt not have the 
Preſumption to explain by his Words. 

But, my Lord, ſaid Horatio, with your 
Excellency's Pardon for my Interruption, 
Why will you not let me ſee the Wedding 
of the Sar matian Princeſs; I rais'd an agree- 
able Idea from the Field-Maſter's Lady's 
manner of delivering the Preſent ſhe had fo 
handſomly requeſted. I aim to be diverted 
as well as inſtructed, therefore pray your 


Excellency give not me and that Princeſs oc- 


caſion to complain of your Neglect. 
I humbly ask your Lordſhip's Pardon, re- 


ply'd the Emvoye, with a Smile, J was juſt 


ſtep'd into Politicks, and have ſo many 
Things to ſay, that I may be eaſily excus'd 
in forgetting ſome. 

That Princeſs, whom your Lordſhip do's 
the Honour to enquire after, very much de- 
ſerves your Knowledge; ſhe is fair, nicely 
made, and handſome, yet not ſo great a 
Beauty as the Queen her Mother, nor has 
her Wit ſuch a Vivacity, but in return, her 
Senfe is clofe z ſhe is wiſe, and a perfect Mi- 
ſtreſs of four Languages ; her Merit and 


her Modeſty are invaluable ; well did ſhe de- 
| ſerve a more happy Fortune than ſhe has 


fince met with; if the Pajnce of IAhria, to 
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whom ſhe was married, had hearken'd to 
her prudent Advice, her continual Remon- 
ſtrances, he had not been made the fan- 
taſtick Bull of Fortune, the Sport of Winds, 
toſs' d by every Blaſt, a wandring Star, with- 
out Habitation, deſpoil'd of his Country 
and Power, nor her ſelf and beauteous little 
Infants, reduced to Extremity, ſo as to poſ- 
ſeſs not any Thing but what came from 
the Sufferance, and Part of a mercitul 
Enemy, or the charitable Affi ſtance of her 
Friends. 

But before we enter upon that melan- 
choly Scene, we will ſhow your Lordſhip a 
glorious Sun gilding and illuminating all the 
Hemiſphere, the Prince of /ilyria on the 
Morning of his Nuptials: He is indiſputa- 
bly the moſt gallant Prince of his Age, his 
Soul unbounded in all its Poſſeſſions and 
Deſires, with a Temper truly royal, gene- 


rous, magnificent, grateful even to Prodi- 


eality; his Perſon very lovely ; he was 
himſelf a Faſhion, for all Mankind were 
his Imitators ; ambitious, a Lover of Glo- 
ry and Pleaſure, in the Purſuit of which be 
has often been more eager than conſiſts 
with the Character of a Husband nicely juſt, 
and marry'd to a Lady ſo meritorious as the 
Princeſs of Sarmatia ; but Cuſtom has ren- 
der'd that Liberty no Blemiſh in Mankind, 
eſpecially Monarchs, 
The Prince, the Morning of the Day 
that roſe upon his Happineſs, went three 
Miles out of Town, and ſoon after rcturn'd 
1 on 
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on Horſe- back to make his Entry in a ſolemn 


and glorious Manner; the two elder of the 


Sarmatian Princes rode on each ſide of him, 
preceeded by a numberleſs Train of Coaches 
with fix Horſes, and a noble Cavalcade of 
the Sarmatian Lords; himſelf put on a rich 
Pannonian Habit, that had been, according 
to the Cuſtom, preſented him on the Part 
of the 17 and he never appear'd more 
graceful. The uppermoſt was a long Robe 
of crimſon Velvet lin'd with Sables, the 
Button Holes ſet with Claſps of maſſy Gold 
delicately imagin'd; his Waiſt- coat was a 
Stuff of the richeſt brocaded Gold, with 
diamond Buttons; his Girdle fine turky 
Leather embroider d with Gold, and claſp'd 
with Diamonds; the Handle of his Sabre 
richly ſet and adorn'd with Rubies and 
Diamonds ; an invaluable Tiara upon his 
Head. He wore a lovely emerald Ring, the 
ee his Princeſs, and a rich Zibelin 
uff given him by the Queen. 
As the King of Sarmatia was the richeß 
Prince in ready Money of any Prince in Eu 
rope, he refolv'd nothing of Magnificence 
fhould be wanting at the Marriage of his 
only Daughter; all Things were ſplendid, 
ſhining, and expenſive, 
The Prince rode through the City, and 
alighting at the Palace-Gate, was met by 
the whole Court with the King, Queen, and 
lovely Bride, who appear'd between her 
royal Parents in a Habit of white Silver 
Stuff, fo richly embroider'd with Diamonds, 
Rubies, 
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Rubies, and Emeralds, artfully caſt in Shades; 
that it was ſcarce poſſible to diſtinguiſh. 


what was the Ground. Her lovely fair Hair 


ſhone in great Abundance, dreſs'd up with 


| Jewels and waving Carnation Feathers. 


The Prince, after his graceful and becom- 


ing Manner bow'd low, almoſt to the Earth, 
firſt to the King, then to the Queen, and 


laſtly to the Princeſs, in conſequence of 


| which he took her Hand, which, after he 
had reſpe&tully put to his Lips with an Air 
of Deſire and Delight, he began to lead her, 
preceeded by an innumerable Cayalcade of 
| Gentlemen, then of Ladies, who march 
| two and two upon ſcarlet Cloth, that was 
| ſpread from the Palace to the magnificent 


Temple of Phebas the Reſplendent, where 
the everlaſting Fire is preſerv'd by a Train 
of Prieſts in white and glittering Habirs. 


I had the Honour of allifting the Queen in 


her Walk, which was of the Length ot three 
hundred Paces, we immediately follow'd 


| the Princeſs, after which came the King 


alone, with an Air of Majeſty folemn and 


awful: Then the Princes his Sons, the 


great Officers of the Crown ſuperboully ha- 
bited, and to cloſe the Parade, a Guard of. 
the King's Body. 

In conclufion of the nuptial Ceremony 


(which was perform'd by Hownins, who as 
| iD 


he is High-Prieft, is a Prince by Office, a 
Perſon learn d and polite) we returned back - 
to the Palace in the ſame Manner, and- en- 
ter'd the Grand- Salle, to the.floucith of the 

3 v 5 Keing's 


82 The New Atalantis. Vo. III. 


King's Muſick. The Bride was led to a 
Table, where under a State, was placed a 
Seat for her to fit down, and next, one for 
the Queen her Mother : Here the royal 
Bride was to wait in ExpeQation of all the 
Preſents that ſhould be made her; I had the 
Honour, on the Part of my Maſter, to be 
the firſt to make her the Compliment of Joy 
upon her Marriage with a Prince whom, 
for many Reaſons, the King of the Franks 
was oblig'd to eſteem and reſpect; my 
Gentlemen were ready as ſoon as | had done, 
to ſet upon the Table as fine a Sett as had 
ever been ſeen, of gold Plate for her Toi- 
and Chamber, eſpecially recommended 

y the Rarity of the Workmanſhip, to- 
gether with a Chain of large Diamonds for 
her Neck, and Jewels for the Ears. The 
Princeſs graciouſly receiv'd both what I faid 
and what ſhe ſaw, and did me the Honour 
of her Thanks in a few, but very gallant 
Words. I took my Station belund the 


Queen's Chair, from whom I affected never 


to depart: The King, the Bridegroom, and 
Sarmatian Princes, were in another Room, 


It exremely diverted me to ſee the ſolemn 


Manner with which every one made their 


Preſents, and the Variety of them; I did 
not fail to obſerve my beautiful Lady with. 


her diamond Watch; but what moſt amus d 
us, was the Entrance of an amiable Child 


abour ten Years of Age, habited like a Cu- 


pid, with Wings, a Bow and Darts; the 
vaſt Croud was ſo complaiſant as, to divide 
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to make way for him to approach the Prin- 
ceſs; even the bare Repreſentation of the 
God of Love is reverenced by the coldeſt 
Hearts. The lovely Boy put one Knee to 
the Ground, and then with a melancholy 
graceful Air, making Signs that he cou'd 
not give the expected Compliment, becauſe 
he was dumb, preſented a Noſe-gay of in- 
valuable Jewels, which by the ſparkling Ap- 
probation of her Eyes, I faw more pleas'd 
the Bride than any Thing had yet been gt- 
ven her. The Queen alfo was charm'd with 
the Novelty and Richneſs of the Poſie; and 
whilit ſhe was going to enquire who had 
fent it, the Child was dextroufly vaniſh'd 
from the Place; ſuch a Succeſſion of Perſons 
-oming to preſent, that he found the Op- 
portumty of flipping away much more un- 
obſerved than he had entered. I faw the 
Queen in ſome Perplexity at this, Adven- 
ture, but however, ſlaying till all had given 
their Gilts, which conſiſted of ſuch Variety, 
that IJ can't relate to your Lordſhip half 
what they were, nor their Value; ſhe took 


: 1h 
the Nofegay ot jewels in one Hand. and 
giving me the other, we follow'd the Prince 
of IUuhria, who was come to take his Bride 
to Dinner. Twould be fulſome to repeat 
do your Lordſhip the Particulars of a ſplen- 
did Entertainment, wrought up to all the 
Height of Luxury and Profuſeneſs. As 
Drinking is a Quality I could never be emi- 
nent for, I led the Queen, after the Feaſt, 
to an Apartment where the Court, very fair 


and 
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and numerous, was waiting in Expectation 
of a dramatical Entertainment, to be per- 
form'd moſtly by Singing and Muſick. 

The Queen took the Noſegay from her 
Boſom, where ſhe had plac'd it as the 
Repaſt, and fell to contemplate the Luſtre 
— Order of the jewels, which were ſo 
artfully rang d. as to expreſs ſeveral ſorts of 
Flowers; when ſhe had conſider'd it for 
ſome time, ſhe began to ſpeak to me of the 
Value of it, which gave her ſome Pain up- 
on her Daughter's Account; becauſe, as ſhe 
ſaid, ſhe did not know who the Perſon was 
that had made fo rich a Preſent, and in fo 


gallant a manner. I begg'd leave that her Ma- 


jeſty would let me view the Novelty ; the 
Queen gave it into my Hand, and at the 
{ame time the King and Bridegroom com- 
ing with a numerous Train of the Nobleſs, I 
quitted my Seat and went out of that Cham- 
ber into another, where I had the Pleaſure 

2o find my ſelf alone. 
Il eaſily imagin'd there muſt be ſome gal- 
lant Myſtery in this Poſie, both by the dumb 
Cupid, and the Owner's Care of being con- 
ceal'd, therefore endeavoured to find it out : 
Among the reſt of the Jewels, I caſt my 
Eyes peculiarly upon the Beauty of a flaming 
Ruby cut into the Shape of a Heart; the 
Arrows wherewith it affected to be wound- 
ed, were brillant Diamonds. I confidered it 
ſo long, ſo attentively, and turn'd it ſo many 
ways, that 1 concluded it contain'd the Ar- 
cana of the whole, becauſe 1 found it was 
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hollow ; at length my Aſſiduity threw me 
upon the inviſible Spring, which being a 
little preſs'd, few open, and diſcover'd a 
piece of Paper neatly folded, and writ in ſo 
{mall a Character, that at firſt I was puzzled 
to read, but my Will being exceeding good, 
I ſoon became acquainted, and from thence, 
at my leiſure, tranſcrib'd it into my Pocker- 
Book, which if your Lordſhip pleaſes, I 


will give you to peruſe. 


The LETTER 
Only to the PRINCESS. 


c I F this Paper ever meets your Eyes,judge 
* ſomething, Madam, in Favour of thoſe 
© extraordinary Sentiments with which you 
* have agitated my Heart; Sentiments that no 
* otherways concern my ſelf, than as they 
* have Relation to your ſerene Highneſs. 
Had not the King your Father often de- 
* clar'd, he never would beſtow his only 
Daughter upon a Subject, I ſhould not 
* now perhaps have the Heart-wounding 
* Sorrow of ſeeing you in the Arms of a 


Prince, who, great as he is, can poſſibly 


never love like me, becauſe he has lov'd 
before, and even now will but with Diffi— 
* culty be brought to confine his Love; tho 
in your ſerene Highneſs, there centre more 
* Charms and real Merit, than ever yet 
* adorn'd any other Princeſs. 


Neither 
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Neither can this happy Husband put a 


© Crown upon your Head, a Glory I would 
have contended for, and perhaps with Suc- 
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ceſs, upon the Deceaſe of your royal Fa- 
ther, cou'd his amiable Daughter have then 
been found unmarried. | 


© Now nothing is left for me but Thorns 


and Deſpair ; J am condemn'd for ever to 
be unhappy, but I inceſfantly implore our 
eternal Fire, that your ſerene Highneſs 
may never be ſo. 

© And that you may not, Madam, have a 
ſevere Deſtiny, let the Prince of U[ria 
(v-hoſe Will muſt certainly ever be the 
Victim of your Charms) forbear to en- 
eage his Arms for the ambitious Charles 
King of the Franks, who centers all Things 
in himſelf alone. Oh! what do 1 nor 
foreſee of wretched to the Prince your 
Lord, ambitious as he is, if once he attends 
to the falſe Hopes that enticing Monarch 
will give him | Beware of him, Madam, 
let the Prince beware, ſtand upon your 
Guard, repel the very firſt Offers, if tliey 
are yet to make, thoſe Blandiſhments 


which Charles knows ſo well to beftow. 


How many Princes is he ordain'd to ruin 


his Gulph of Glory ſucking like a Whir1- 


pool, all that ſtand between himſelf and 


univerſal Empire! If he ſucceeds, tis a 
neceſſary Conſequence, none muſt be great 
but himſelf: But if his Arms prove un- 
ſucceſsful, the Territories of the Prince 
your Lord, will of courſe be conquer'd, 


and 


A =O. HH. 
2 
O 
— 
* 
——— 


K W K „ 
ner 
Az 
AQ 
2 


III. 


UC 2 
ould 
Suc-— 


Fa- 


then 


Oris 
er to 
2 OUT 


nneſs 


1e a 
llyria 
the 
en- 
harles 
ungs 

nor 
your 
tends 
March 
dam, 
Your 
tlrey 
nents 


tow... 


ruin! 
FThirl- 
Fand 
tis a 
great 
e un- 
rince 
uer d, 

and 


vor. III. The New Atalantis. 87 


Hand till then remain the Seat of W ar, 


© which will no longer be an Aſyle for 


N © the ſacred Perſon of your ſerene High- 


2 C neſs, 


Oh! what exquifite Torment will it be 
© to hear that the Princeſs whom I ſo de- 


© youtly reverence, ſhould be made a wretch- 


ed Wanderer, deſtitute of all Things but 


© Charms and Miſery ? 

© Preſerve him then, Madam, from ſo de- 
ſtructive an Alliance: Charles is even now 
buſie at his Ear, his Eye, his Heart, he 


+ ſpeaks to his Ambition, to his Pleaſures, 


* to his Generoſity, to every Paſſion in the 


Prince your Lord. 
hut that your ſerene Highneſs may not 
truſt wholly to your Charms, omnipotent: 


© as they are, be pleas'd to let that imperial 
© Heart and Temper bow a little, at leaſt in 
appearance; many Vidories over the 


Mind have been gain d by ſeeming to yield. 


© I know you are awful and majeſtick in all 


your Movements, conſcious of native 
Worth, and that it will be hard, without 
repining, to ſee an undiſcerning Husband, 


© ſometimes amuſing himſelf with thoſe 
© who have nothing to recommend them 


© hut Novelty : But be blind, Madam, be 
blind upon this Failure of your Lord's, it 


dit ever happens, and he will allow you to 
| + ſee all Things beſides, | ; 


© Let him beware, Madam, how he breaks 


K Friendſhip with the King of the Almains : 
| © Live ever happy, and have ſome Good- 


s neſs 


* 1 
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© neſs for the Memory of a wretched un- 
known Worſhipper, who has not yet ſin- 
ned to ſo high a Pitch as to dare to 
reveal himſelf, tho' he does his Adora- 
rations. | 


i QA A A 


Your Lordſhip may be pleas'd to imagine, 
that 1 was very glad to ee a Paper of this 
Conſequence to my Maſter's Intereſts, in my 
own Hand: Whoever was the Author, I 
was ſure he was no Friend to us, nor could 
I believe the Princeſs was abſolutely igno- 
rant from whom that gallant and ſecret Pre. 
ſent came, becauſe of the Pleaſure I ob- 
ſerv'd in her Eyes. I put the Billet in my 
Pocket, and reſtor'd the Noſegay to the 
Queen, who plac'd it in her Daughter's Bo- 
ſom : ſhe wore it during the four Days of 
Magnificence and Rejoicing that ſhe ſtaid at 
the Sarmatian Court; at the end of which, 
the Prince of Ihria took his Leave to re- 
turn home, and carry d his Bride along 
with him. | 

I viſited Prince Honorius, High-Prieſt of 
the Fire, which they call holy and everlaſt- 
ing, and endeavour to gain him to the 
King my Maſter, becauſe he could be of uſe 


to me in my Deſigns : I fail'd not to infi- 


nuate the Merit of Prince Armutius, and had 
already form'd a conſiderable Party that were 
ready to give their Voices for him upon the 
Deceaſe of the preſent Monarch, who imme- 
diately after the Princeſs's Departure, falling 
into a Relapſe of all his Diſtempers, 8 
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his Chamber, from which he departed no 


more. , | | | 

Hiuonorius was a Man who deſerved all the 
Praiſes that can be given Humanity. He 
was Maſter of thoſe Graces that adorn the 


Mind and perfect the fine Gentleman, Art 
being join'd to Nature? for he had paſsd 


his younger Years in Travel, from whence 


| he return'd inſtructed in whatever was the 
| 8 Accompliſhment of thoſe ſeveral 


ations through which he had paſs'd. His 


| paternal Eſtate was ſmall, ſo that applying 
: bimſelf to Religion, which, among the Sar- 
matians, is in the higheſt Veneration, he ob- 
taind to be made High-Prieſt and Prince, 
which, upon the Deceaſe of their Kings, 
till a new Election be made, gives him the 
Regency, with the ſame Marks of Roy- 


alty that are beſtowd on rheir greateſt 
Monarchs. 


To this Prince J ventur'd to ſhew the 


| Paper I took out of the Noſegay, that he 
might help me to gueſs at the Perſon who 
had wrote it: The Richneſs of the Preſent 
| ſpoke it to be of no mean Extraction; the 
Character was ſo ſmall, that there was not 
any Judgment to be made of the Author; 
| for apparently this was adapted to the Situa- 
tion of the Ruby-Heart,and the little Room 
it was to find there, and not the uſual Hand- 


writing of any Perſon, ſince too fine to be 


thought common. The Prieſt caſt his Ima- 


ginations upon Prince Alexis, the King's 
Son, for that he was an indefatigable Enemy 
to 
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to the King of the Hands, and might un- 
der the Feint of a Lover, inſinuate that Ad- 
vice, which he durſt not openly give to his 
Siſter, tho by the Caſt of the Princeſs's Eyes 
could not come into Fhorins's Opinion. 
His Eminence fpoke with ſo much Bitter- 
nets againſt that Prince, that it was eaſie 
for me to find he was particularly prejudiced 
againſt him; which when I had obſerv'd, he 
anſwer'd me with an Air of Warmth and 
ret Diſdain : Not ] alone, my Lord Am- 
baſſador, but all the honeſt part of Sarmr in 
have no true Love for him, and will never 
give him our Voice to make him King: 
We deſpiſe him, becauſe he has done one 
Injury, and put up another, and ſuch ano- 


ther, that no private Man could ever forget. 


Above all Things, we Sarmatians require 
that our Monarch Mould be brave, or elſe 
wherefore do we ele& them? If we would 
take up with the Inglorious, Slothful, Un- 
juſt, and otherways Vicious, thoſe Proper- 
ties are ſo often hereditary, that we need 
not undergo the Fatigue and Tumult ſeen at 
an Election, to gain ſuch Accompliſhments. 
No, my Lord, if we are fo un'ortunate to 
chuſe a Prince defective of Vertue, it thall 
at leaſt be one that has taken care to keep 
thoſe Defects concea]'d ; for tis to be ſup- 
poſed, that whoever is rapacious, voluptu- 
ous, ſupine, or any other way blameable, 
will improve thoſe Inclinations when he 
comes 
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being indulgent to whatever are the darling 
Paſſions. Wherefore did the Sons of all 
our Kings take ſo peculiar a Care to accom- 
pliſh themſelves, as knowing it was ever 
the Sarmatian Cuſtom to elect the moſt wor- 
thy. This was our manner, till Gold and 


foreign Faſhions unfortunately found an 


| Entrance among us! This preſerved us free! 
Unconquerable even by the Roman Cæſars, 
| who ſubdu'd the World around us! This 
has made our Diadem the Object of Deſire 
for moſt of the Princes of Europe] But now 
indeed Women in our Counſels, and Gold 


in our Cabinets, enervate all; Prince Alexis 


can never hope to ſucceed but by them. Yet 
that your Excellency may not think my 
Averſion for his Perſon and Manners is 
without a Foundation, your ſelf ſhall be 
the Judge, if you will permit a young 
Slave of Senſe and Addreſs, to give you a 
Relation which my Grief does not ſuffer me 
to remember with any Temper ; J will re- 
tire into my Study and cauſe her to be call d. 
As the Confidant of her unfortunate Mi- 
ſtreſs, ſhe is qualify'd to give your Excellen- 
ey datisfaction. I ſignify'd my Curioſity and 
willing Attention: Muty was introduc'd and 
his Eminence retired: J ſoon perceived the 


pretty Slave did not want either Ingenuity 
or a modeſt Aſſurance, two very good Re- 
quiſites to a Story, a Story which I ſuppoſe 
ſhe had been encouraged often to tell; 
therefore without any impertinent Pream- 
bles, ſhe began thus. 
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Hinoria, my Lord, was a Lady, to whoſe 
Mother I had the Glory to be born a Slave; 
a Slave, as my Anceſtors had ever been, 
and conſequently I was bred to attend and 
ſerve the beautiful Daughter. She was 
Niece to my Lord, the holy Prince, now be- 
come my Maſter, early taken into his 
Family, and bred as one he deſigned 
to make his Heir ; for your Excellen- 
cy muſt be pleas'd to know that our Prieſts 
never marry, Honoria grew the moſt charm- 
ing, moſt accompliſh'd Lady of Sarmatia 
her good Senſe and good Education improv'd 
each other. She was about Sixteen when 
her Parents dy d; ſoon after Prince Alexis 
fell paſſionately in Love with her; his Age 
and Quality gave him an eaſie Acceſs. Your 
Lordfhip cannot but obſerve our Women 
are kept under no Reſtraint ; we have ſo 
few Precedents of thoſe that are indiſcreet, 
thar our Vertue is not ſo much as ſuſpected, 
nor any Diſhonour fear'd ; nay, ſcarcely can 
we tell how to believe the Report we hear 
from thoſe of our Sex in other Nations, 
who abandon their Chaſtity as a Reward of 
thoſe baſe Deſires with which a Lover dares 
to importune his Miſtreſs, tho* in good Senſe 
and juſt Retaliation , they ought to be 
rather received with a Ponyard : For of 
what Value is a Lady, if once ſhe be robb'd 
of her Honour? | 
I ſmil'd at this true and pert Reflection 
of the little Slave, wondering in my felt, 
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ſtoms and Countries ſhould ſo powerfully va- 
ave; | 


| ciple into their Ryels; were ſhe more than 


ry her Effects; hence it is that the Legiſla- 


ture ought to be anſwerable for moſt of the 
Indiſcretions that are committed: Were 
the ſame Order taken throughout, would 


not the Reſult be the ſame? Were Vertue 
countenanc' d, were ſhe introduced, with that 


| admirable Beauty of hers, to the Cabinets 


of the Great; were her amiable N 
on Chaſtity receiv'd as an unalterable Prin- 


a Name among the Young and the Fair ; 


ſhould we not be freed from thoſe Diſorders 


which her Abſence creates ? 'Iis not enough 


to declaim with our Mouth againſt what 
| our Heart is devoted to: When the Pretence 
and Practice become ſo remote, what Eſteem 
can they 
Man, would not avoid the Converſation of 
\ ſuch? The open Hypocrite! The private 
Debauchee! A deſpicable Paradox! A Li- 
| beller upon himſelf, who in declaiming a- 
gainſt all Mankind, ſets for his own Picture, 
and ought to meet with Diſincouragement 
or Reproof wherever he appears, and in 

| whatever Forms. *Tis this Race of People, 


erſuade? What ſincere honeſt 


which in our Sex are the great, the ſecret 
Corrupters, who admire and ſeduce the 
Fair ; Among whom there are alſo to be 
found thoſe who ſcruple not to act what they 


condemn, and think they have Vertue e- 


nough, if they do but talk of her with 
Warmth, tho' as far remov'd in their Incli- 


nations and ſecret Habits, as the Northern 


from 


| 
5 
. 


94 The New Atalantis. Vor. III. 


from the Southern Pole. Should not our 
Laws therefore provide againſt ſuch Pracdi- 
ces? I beg your Lordſhip's Pardon, de- 
claiming is not altogether ſo ſeaſonable in a 
Story; I will therefore deſire Permiſſion to 
return to my little Slave. 

J have heard it ſaid, ſhe purſu'd, that in 
other Countries, in Matters of Love, a 
Man is not always in earneſt, and therefore 
but ſeldom believed when he firſt declares 
himſelf: Can any Thing be more prepoſte- 
Tous ? What Account can you give of this? 
What Senſe muſt ſuch a Sett of People have, 
to laviſh away their precious Moments, their 
Vows, where it is not their Intereſt or 
Deſire to find Credit or Approbation? How 
falſe a Reliſh of Gallantry is this? What 
can be more remote from Reaſon 2 How 
does a Man of Underſtanding anſwer to 
himſelf, his raking Pains to engage the In- 
clinations of a Lady for whom he has not 
any ? Nay, often to carry his Pretenſions to 
the moſt criminal Lengths, without conſult- 
ing Conſequences, whilſt he is ſo far from 
adoring, that he deſpiſes ? No wonder the 
Wary and the Wiſe of our Sex ſtay to be 
convinc'd by Services, not Words. We have 
not the leaſt Taint of ſuch a Malignity a- 
mongſt us; at leaſt that Vice has been ſo 
imperfectly, and ſo newly introduc'd in the 
Perſon of Prince Alexis, tis not to be ad- 
mired, that Honoria was not arm'd againſt 
a Deceit the was ſo far from imagining, 
that as yet ſhe had never heard the mention 
of it in Sarmat ia. The 
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The Court having not, by reaſon of the 


King's IIlneſs, been at any of our wild 
| Oxen-Elunting, fince your Excellency's Ar- 
rival, 1 hope ſome Particulars, relating to 
the manner of it, becauſe it agrees with 


the Buſineſs of my Narrative, will not be 
diſpleaſing. 1255 


The Queen and Ladies, dreſt in the Ha- 


bit of the Field, do not diſdain to find 
their Amuſement in hunting of theſe wild 
Creatures; they take a peculiar Delight in 


beholding the Manner how they are over- 


come, and even in their Deaths : Whether 
it proceeded from Weakneſs or Compaſſion, 
but, my Lord, the painful Tenderneſs Hbxo- 


"14 always felt in behalf of thoſe unhappy 
Animals, who are cruelly tortur'd to make 


us Sport, took away from her the Pleaſure 


that moſt other Women have in thoſe ſan- 
guinary Diverſions, When a wild Ox is to 
be kill'd, a vaſt Number of Horſemen ſur- 
round him, each of them throw their Ar- 
rows againſt him ; the Beaſt finding himſelf 
wounded, eagerly purſues him that he ima- 
gins his greateſt Enemy, while another dart- 
ing him from behind, he turns with additio- 
nal Rage againſt that Perſon, and fo ſucceſ- 
vely, as he feels himſelf ſucceſſively dart- 
ed, till the poor Creature tir'd with purſu- 
ing ſuch a number of Aſſailants, falls down 
and is eaſily kill d. When they would take 
them in the Woods, they cauſe Ruſticks to 
encloſe a great Number of them in a Place 
with the Trees fell d down; thus they . 
ut 
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but ſeldom eſcape the Hunters chuſing their 
ſeveral Poſts ; the Beaſts are frightned into 
the middle by Dogs, and the noiſie Cries of 
the Aſſailants, where they are wounded by 
Darts and taken. 8 

Prince Alexis had not declar'd himſelf to 
be the beautiful Honoria's Lover, any other- 
wiſe than by his Aſhduities, which always 
carry'd him near her Perſon ; therefore at 
one of theſe Huntings in the Woods, he 
ay'd with her at ſome diſtance from the en- 
cloſed Scene where thoſe miſerable dumb 
Creatures were to ſuffer. She had ſo perfect 
a Goodneſs of Temper, that ſhe could not 
bear to ſee the faſhionable Cruelty there in 
Practice, but leaving the Queen and Court 
to their Diverſions, gave the Reins to her 
Horſe, and rode farther into the Wood; 
when one of thoſe enrag d Creatures ſmart- 


ing with the Darts he had received, and 
which were ſtill profuſely ſticking in his 


Body, broke the Hunters Toils, and took 
the Wood; they held ſo many more en- 
clos'd, that the eſcape of one could ſcarce 
be heeded. 

Prince Alexis was that Day habited in 
Scarlet, a Colour to which thoſe wild Crea- 
_ tures have an Antipathy, for by that means 
they are often taken : The Hunters carrying 
2 Piece of red Cloth, hold it forth to the 
wild Beaſt, and by that means divert his 
Rage to one, who is provided for his com- 
ing, and conſequent]y kills him. 
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Honoria and the Prince were riding to- 


| gether, and pleaſingly amuſing themſelves 


with every I hing but Love, when thar ter- 
rible Beaſt, purſuing the Track thro' which 
he made his Eſcape, met them, and deteſt- 
ing the Colour of Prince Atexis's Habit 
ran at the poor Lady's Horſe, which, imme 
diately wounded by the Ox's Horns, threw 
his Rider, and gallop'd away. Flonoria's 
Shrieks were the firſt notice the Prince had 
of her Danger; the furious Beaſt, after go- 
ring her Horſe, drew her to him by her Gar- 
ments with his Tongue, which is by Na- 
ture ſo rough, that if any part of the Cloaths 


be within Reach, it has that Power. The 


Prince reflecting, that if he approach'd her 
in that Garb, it would inevitably be the 
Death of his Miſtreſs (for tho' the Beaſt, by 
Antipathy, might run away from him, he 
would firſt toſs her with his Horns) diveſted 
himſelf in a Moment of that outward of- 
fenſive Habit, then taking his Poniard, 
ran to the beautiful diſtreſs d Honoria, juſt 
as the Ox was ſtooping to puſh her with 
his Horns; and arm'd as he was by Love 
and Rage, had the happy Dexterity to ſtrike 
him into the Head, and as if it were but one 
Motion, at the fame Inſtant he diſ-engag'd 
Fhaoria, who lay ſo unhappily expos J, 


that the Beaſt in falling down dead, as he 


did in an Inſtant, had the not been re- 
moved, muſt have cruſh'd her with his 
Weight, . | 


F Prince 
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Prince Alexis's Joy, in ſaving the Life of 
the Woman he adord, was extreme; he 
threw himſelf upon his Knees by her, where 
raiſing her fair Perſon into his Arms, he 
had not at firſt the Power of Words to en- 
quire her Condition, till after ſome time, 
when he had repay'd himfelf for the Pains 
he had taken, with ſo many ardent repeated 
Kiſſes and Embraces, as brought back to 
that lovely Lady ſome degree of Strengrh, 
which ſhe employ d to reſcue her ſelf from 
thoſe tender Efforts of Love and Tranſport ; 
a native Principle of Modeſty prevail'd even 
over her Gratitude and Inclination, ſo that, 
feebly repelling him, ſhe ſaid : Is it thus, my 
Lord, that we return our Acknowledgments 
to Heaven for our Preſervation * Bruis'd 
and frighen'd as I am, this Condition of 
mine can ſure be no Motive to ſuch Endear- 
ments. If it be Compaſſion, If it be Toy, 
take another Way of expreſſing it; a Way, 
in which I may have my Share without Ot- 
fence to Decency. You live! You breathe ! 
You ſpeak! adored Honoria, cry'd out the 
Prince. Oh! is it poſſible that theſe Things 
can be, after the Danger we have paſs'd, 
and 1 not run wild with Profuſeneſs of 
Rapture ? 1 who have loved you fince [ 
firſt beheld, but durſt never before declare 
it, that like a true, an ardent Lover, value 
nothing in compariſon of you. Be not diſ- 
pleaſed, too cautious Maid, that J receive 
theſe Benefits with the Ragings of a youth 
tal Heart, glowing with Deſire and Delight 
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Do yau love me, my Lord, anſwered the 
equally tranſported Virgin? Am ! ſo bleſt ? 
Oh! Balm to all my Sufferings! Oh! only 
Happineſs ! The pleaſing Return of my 
hourly Adorations to Citherea and her 
irreſiſtible Son! Yes, my Lord, 1 have 
long, long, defir'd it ſhould be thus, but 
durſt never preſume to hope it. That aw- 
ful Diſtance in our Quality, that real Merit 
abſtracted from your Birth, forbade Hons- 
ia to aſpire after the Poſſeſſion of ſo many 
Excellences ! Speak again, confirm what 
your Highneſs has lately ſaid; make me all 
yours, make me rich without Reſerve ; 
The mighty Cordial raiſes me from the 
Grave: This, this only could have reſtor'd 
me, mortity'd as I am by Pain, and amaz'd 
at the Danger from which you have reſeu'd 
me. | | 

Forbear, anſwer'd the Prince, you pain 
me with Exceſs of Pleaſure; I am wound 


| up to that Pitch, Nature can bear no more. 


| can't endure to be belov'd ; *tis impoſſible 
to have Honoria tell me ſhe is mine, and I 


almly live to hear her— ——— Theſe 
cenvniſive Graſpings, Theſe bliſsful 
Agonie can beſt explain my Ag 
tation Oh! powerful Maid 


Thus reſting on thy fragrant Boſom, let me 
pauſe upon my Happineſs Let 
me make a Truce with Extaſies too racking 
and too exquiſite for frail Humanity, whoſe 
brittle Frame o'er wrought with Joy, ſinks 
on thy lovely Breaſt, and dies within thy 

3 | Arms, 
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Arms, reſiſtleſs. ——=——— noria ex- 
erted her utmoſt Strength in turn to ſupport 
her Lover, who for ſome Moments was fo 
overcome by Paſſion, that he was no longer 
ſenſible : At length they both recovered the 
Power of Kneeling,where the Prince inView 
of all the Hierarchy above, invoking each 
propitious Power, the tall ſtraight conſecrated 
Trees, and every liſtning God; ſwore unalte- 
rable Love, and exchang d with her his Vows 
never to wed another. Thus happily en- 
gag'd by mutual Love and mutual Fromifes 
they were ſuddenly ſurrounded by a Train 
of Huntſmen, who had been ſeveral Ways 
in the Wood in ſearch of them, for Hon- 
71a's wounded Horſe was found and known, 
and ſoon after that of Prince Alexis; for in 
the inſtant Danger of his Miſtreſs, he had 
no thought or Leiſure to ſecure him. It 
was not long before one of the Queen's 
Chariots arriv'd, in which they placed Fonc- 
ria, who was ſo bruiſed by what ſhe had 
undergone (when Love called not upon her 
to exert her force) that the had ſcarce the 
Power of removing. Prince Alexis, who 
took the late Fatigue for his pretence, placed 
limfelf by her, and in that manner they fe- 
turned to Court, where they were met by 
the King and Queen, the High-Prieſt, and 
others, with Joy and Congratulations. Since 
that Day the Ladies, for fear of the like 
Accident, never go to theſe Huntings in 
any other Habit but Scarlet. 
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Prince Alexis and Honoria, though poſ- 
ſeſſed of mutual Love and Happineſs, had 
many Meaſures to obſerve. The Queen had 
ſuch an Aſcendant, and was made by Na- 


ture and Fortune ſo haughty, that ſhe wou'd 


never conſent to her Son's Marriage with a 
Subject, who had not any thing conſidera- 
ble but the Expectation of being her Lncie's 


Heir. Prince Honorias was fo little a Friend 


to the King of the A mains, that he would 
never come into his Intereſt, though to fa- 
vour that of the Prinze, who aim'd at ſuc- 
ceeding his Father; this the Lovers were 
well acquainted with, and therefore deſpair- 
ed of ſeeing themſelves perfectly happy, 
till after the Deceaſe of the King; however 
they forbore not to taſte many pleaſing Mo- 
ments, for Love is always ſufticient to it 
ſelf; till the Prince, whoſe Vertue had no 


{ ſolid Foundation, began to be impatient him- 


ſelf, and to importune Honoria for that Reſt of 
Happineſs which ſhe had not yet beſtowed : 
He repreſented to her how miſerable he was, 
and how impoſſible. twas for him longer to 


conſider her as his Wife, and not poſſeſs her 


as ſuch, ſince he hourly languith'd and con- 
ſumed away with Deſires ; that the Cere- 


| mony being nothing but a Name, few Peo- 


ple of their Quality, among the bordering 
Nations, ſtaid to expect it; that, neither 
Glory nor Vertue being outrag'd by it 
ſince they were by Vows already effectually 
pair'd, it were Pain and Madneſs to Sacri- 
ice thoſe bliſsful Moments they might en- 
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joy, to a Caprice which had no Foundati- 
on but fantaſticx Opinion, and Self De- 
nia]. | 

 Honoria, whoſe Vertue was ſolid as her 
Love, received the Propoſition with as great 
an Indignation as ſhe could have for what 


came from the Part of a Man whom ſhe 


regarded as her Lord. Alas! Prince Ale v- 


£ 
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is, anſwered ſhe, Are theſe the Sentiments 
by which your Highneſs is agitated ? How 
is Love, that noble Paſſion, fo far dege- 
nerated ? Would you prefer the deluding 
ſenſual Appetite to Honour ? Honour! 


that faithful and vnaltexable Guide of 


Life ; Honour! who is of ſuch Importance 
to the well being of every vertuous Breaſt, 
that there can be no juſt Compariſon be- 
tween him and vicious Love. It is not 
oſlible in rejecting his Sway, to have any 
eace of Mind within, or a Calm with- 
out. How ruffled, if you well obſerve, 1s 
the Face of every faulty Perſon ? How 
confus'd ? How apt to fluſh? Conſcious 
of inward Crimes, eſpecially before the 
truly Vertuous. For what would you ex- 
change this invaluable Jewel ? for a mo- 
mentary Joy, a Flower that often fades 
in gathering, a reproachful Sweet, de- 
ſtroying all Eſteem and Merit, and which 
conceals under it a deadly Bitter: Not 
but that I love, and love to ſuch a height, 
that I cou'd undergo any Death, rather 
than ſee you another's; but at the fame 
time wou'd revive again, tho' to live in 
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jj 
; 
* 


* racking Miſeries, rather than conceive a 


* Thought that ſhould make me unworthy 


© of your Paſſion, or the Dignity of my 
own Vertue. I am, and will be, chaſte; I 
am, and muſt be a Lover of Prince Alex; 
© tomy Tomb; they are ſuch Agrecables 
© as can never be ſeparated, Mine you al- 
© ready are, by binding Vows and mutual 
© Inclimtion ; take care you do not ſhake 
© that Efleem I have hitherto had for you; 
tis a ſure Foundation, a Rock which will 
© daſh the moſt noiſy dreadful Billows. Do 
not make me ceale to value you, left J 
* ceaſe to love, or ſee ec Snell in my ſelf, 
* the greateſt of all Misfortunes, a Love 
* which 1 cannot, muſt not cure, becauſe 
you are my Lord, and at the fame time, to 
find that my Lord is grown an Enemy to 
© Vertue.” 

Theſe were the Sentiments of that hero- 


| ick Maid, with which ſhe never fail'd to re- 


{train Prince Alexis his unbounded Deſires, 
till ſhe had pall'd and cool'd thoſe Ardours 
in him, once ſo noble and conſpicuous ; 


which ſhews that his Paſſion was defective 
of Vertue, and ſought the Ruin, not the 


PR, of the Obje& that had cau- 
ed it. 

The Queen, ever buſie and full of Intrigue, 
had caſt her Eyes upon a Match much more 
advantagious 2 him; the Spies which ſhe 
maintained in all the great Families of Sar- 
matia, informed her of the Prince's Paſſion 
for Honoria: She harrangu'd him upon that 
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Head, and let him ſee, that if he were fo 
weak to marry a dowerleſs Subject, and 


one that was ſo nearly related to the moſt 


inveterate Enemy of their Houſe, he muſt 


not expect any Part of that great Wealth 


the King his Father had heaped up, in which 
he had been ſo induſtrious, denying himſelf 
many Expences, only in proſpect of conti- 


Nuing the Crown to his Children; that his 


Highneſs, being the Firſt born, had doubt- 
leſs the beſt Pretence to it, but he muſt be 
ſenſible, that without Money, to purchaſe 
Voices among the States, all his Pretenſions 


the Prince marry Honoria, the King would 
be ſo entirely diſobliged, as not to leave 


him any Thing: On the other fide, if he 


were diſpoſed to obey the Commands they 
had from him, they ſhould be ſuch as would 
render him entirely happy. Since the rich 
and beautiful Princeſs Emely, Relict of the 


King of Pannonia's Brother, had conſented 


to marry him, all things were already pre- 
pared and brought to a Concluſion, and no- 


_ thing wanting but to render himſelf at the 


Pannonian Court, to receive from that Kiog's 
Hand a Bride of ſo much Conſideration: In 
ſhort, ſhe repreſented to him a thouſand 
Advantages that Princeſs had over Honoria, 
whom ſhe equalled (as ſhe affirmed) even 
in the Charms of her Perſon; till the 


Prince's Faith began to ſtagger; his Paſſion, 


as I told your Excellency, having been 55 
fore 


| ſty; h 


would be vain; that ſhe durſt venture to 
anſwer on the Part of his Majeſty, ſhou'd 
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fore cool'd by what ought to have increaſed 
it: In a Word, the Queen carried her Point; 
the Prince promis'd to obey their Majeſties, 
and all things were immediately directed for 
a ſplendid Equipage, in order to his Journey 
for Pannonia. | 

Prince Honorius had too good Intelligence 
at Court to miſs this, however ſecret the 
Queen and Prince affected to keep ir; he 
had heard ſomething of his Niece's Inclinati- 
ons ; but hoping it was not true, without 
putting her to the Pain of queſtioning her 
upon a Subject that might diſtreſs her Mode- 
ſty; he eontented himſelf by way of Con- 
fidence, to tell her of Prince Alexis's Mar- 
nage with the Princeſs Emely, as a Thing 
the Court had reſolved upon, and that as 
ſoon as his Equipage cou'd be formed, his 
Highneſs would depart. 

Whatever Conſtancy Honoria was Miſtreſs 
of, the ſummon'd it all at this dangerous 
Juncture, that the Prince her Uncle might 
not read the Secret of her Soul; but when 
no longer reſtrain d by his Preſence, ſhe gave 
a Looſe to Sorrow and Deſpair : What 
Heart cou'd be ſo obdurate as to remain un- 
moved at her Tears and Sufferings ? She ran 
to me with a diſtrafted Air, throwing her 
ſelf upon my Boſom, wept aloud!; her Words 
were ſo interrupted by Sobs and Groans, 
that it was a long while before my Importu- 
nity cou'd prevail with her to tell me whar 
had cauſed her Woe. To me who had 
been ſo many times a Witneſs of their in- 
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nocent Endearments, ſhe could not ſcruple 
to impart the News of his Inconſtancy. He 
is falſe! he is falſe! Muty, ſaid the, would 
you believe that lovely Prince ſhould intro- 
duce among the Sarmatians a new Sin, on- 
ly to rendec the unfortunate Honoria miſe- 
rable? My Life is the intended Victim; by 
this Novelty I am murthered. Here the 
Prince enter d, who imagined not that ſhe 
was acquainted with his Crime, but ſeeing 
her all in Tears, her Dreſs diſorder'd, Deſ- 
Pair in her Eyes, and yet never ſo beautiful 
as now when the appeared moſt diſtreſſed, 
made haſte tenderly to ask the Occaſion of 
that Scene of Woe? *© Doſt thou (Traitor, 
© ſhecry'd,) enquire what thus afflicts the a- 
* dandoned Honoria? What can it be, but 
Prince Alexis's Perjury ? Thy early Falſe- 
hood; thy, till now, unpractiſed Sin of 
© Vow-breach ! Art thou not mine? Thou 
© art, if Oaths are binding, and yet thou 
doſt attempt, and I living, to be ano- 
ther's. Oh! never! That muſt never 
happen, aſſure thy ſelf; my Death ſhall at 
once convince thee of my Love, and do 
thee the Obligation to ſet thee free from 
the Tye thou would'ſt in vain, without 
me, diſpenſe with.” 
The Prince finding himſelf diſcovered, 
never attempted to deny, but barely to ex- 
tenuate his Fault, by telling us the poſitive 
Commands of his Majeſty, and what the 
Queen had ſaid to him; he begg d Honor, 
however, to believe, that he till 1 her 
above 
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uple above all Conſiderations; and to ſhow her 
| He that he did, if ſhe could reſolve to oblige 
ould Þ him in her Turn, by admitting him pri- 
1tro- vately, without the Nuptial Ceremony, to- 
„on- ber Bed, he wou'd renounce all other Pre- 
miſe- tenſions but thoſe that engaged him to be 
: by Þ a tender and unalterable Husband to her 
the alone. 

t ſhe Honoria, however ſhe had been broken 
z2eing and opprefled by Sorrow before ſhe had 
Del heard this Propoſition, in a moment return- 
atiful ed her ſelf to that Calm which inſeparably 
eſſed, {W accompanies Vertue, and with a compoſed 
n of and majeſtick Air, her Eyes full of that 
aitor, Fire which true Glory inſpires, ſaid, No, 
the a- my Lord, it there be no other way to make 
but your Highnefs Juſt, but by Honoria's be- 
Falſe- coming Baſe, aſſure your ſelf, you ſhall for 
in of ever be a Criminal; I will fink into my 
Thou lomb untainted even in my Thought or 
thou Wiſh ; my Innocence ſhall mingle with my 
 ano- WM Athes! My Vertue, facred, as I thought 
never your Vows, is not like them to be violated,, 
12]] at but muſt to the laſt Moment adorn my Life, 
nd do and make me worthy of a better Deſtiny } 
from But to ſhow you I am ſo far a mortal Wo- 
thout man, as to love with Rage and Conſtancy, 

L muſt reſolve to die, to free my ſelf from 

vered, Miſeries I cannot bear- Farewel, my 
to ex- Lord - Mine = whilſt you were 
ffitive Jul———- farewel, not only to your High- 
at the neſs, but with your Highneſs a laſt Farewel 
onorla, to any earthly Happineſs : Here the Tears 
$ her fell in ſuch an abundance from her Eyes, 
above 


that 


— — ore raern— — — 
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that to conceal the too powerful Weak- 
neſs, ſhe paſſed into her Cabinet, and left 
the Prince to retire ruminating and diſ- 
ordered. 

However, his Remorſe was not powerful 
enough to hinder his intended Journey to 
Pannonia; he ſeem'd to give himſelf no far- 
ther Pain about the Injuſtice and Barbarity 
he was going to be guilty of, in relation to 
Honoria, the Breach of ſacre] Vows fat 

light upon him; be pretended rather to re- 
_ tain Indignation againſt her, for refuſing 
to ſacrifice her Vertue, than to feel any Re- 
morſe in himſelf for breaking ſo ſolemn an 


they would be fatal to her: He anſwered, 
few died of Grief that talk'd ſo much of it; 
and received all I ſaid with an Air fo little 
ſerious, that 1 could not but conclude his 
Heart was entirely diſengaged, or transfer- 
red to his new Pretenſions, ſince he did not 
Fail to take the minuteſt Care, as to what- 
ever concerned the Magnificence of his in- 
tended Equipage. | h 

Honoria paſſed the Time in real Diſtreſs 
and Solitude ; the Pretence of Indiſpoſition 
favour'd her Retreat, though it was more 
than a Pretence. Her Love was unaltera- 
ble, even by Injuries, and being as well as 
her Vertue fixed upon Principles, nothing 
but Death could remove it. When her 
Hopes were entirely deſperate, ſhe intended 


not to ſuryive the Loſs ot what mY ſo 
ear 
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Engagement, and when I attempted to tell 
him her Sorrows and Sufferings, that I fear'd 
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dear to her: But if poſſible, to give the 
Prince ſome Remorſe, ſhe reſolved to die 
before he ſhould depart, and even in ſuch a 
manner, that he might ſee her when dead. 
J was but a Slave, born to obey, and not 
betray her; and though the Aſſiſtance I lent 
this unhappy Victim, was a Heart wound 
ing Diſtreſs to me, yet it was my Duty to 
perform whatever ſhe commanded, elſe I 
cou'd never hope a Bleſſing from our Gods. 
After having preſumed, though in vain, to 
endeavour at overcoming her Reſolves by 


Argument and Reaſon, I became her Con- 


vert inſtead of making her mine; ſhe con- 
vinced me throughly of the Neceſſity there 
was to rid her ſelf of a State, where the 
Evil fo far ſurmounted the Good ; Death 
was become incomparably, to her. more eli- 
ble than Life: Her Love, her Hopes, her 

appineſs, being fixed upon the Prince, it 
was not to be ſuppoſed the could ſurvive 
the Loſs of him without Horror and Loſs of 
Senſe, which would make her Frantick Be- 
ing, deſpicable, forlorn, and much more 


' wretched than are the Dead or Dying: Nei- 


ther her Youth, Beauty, or Innocence, could 
perſuade her to any Compaſhon for her ſelf; 
black Deſpair and hourly Anguiſh took 
entire Poſſeſſion of her Soul, nor could the 
wilh or foreſee any Relief but Death : She 


commanded me to infuſe ſome of that deadly 


Gum which grows in great abundance a- 
mong the Trees in the Country of the Alans, 
which, as your Excellency cannot want to 


be 
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be informed, is a Dukedom annexed to the 
Republick of Sarmatia. 

Gre none ever precipitated their own 
Death with a Frame of Mind fo compoſed 
as was Honoria's: After ſhe had fixed her 
Reſolutions, and beheld the Gum diſſolving 
in a proper Vehicle, ihe wept no more, 
ſhe rag'd, ſhe grieved no more; all was 
calm, all was devout and heavenly : She in- 
ceſſantly kneeled in hopes of Pardon for 
that Offence ſhe was about to commit, the 
greateſt that human Nature, ſhe acknow- 
ledged, could be capable of; a Sin of ſuch a 
Scarlet that ſhe muſt die in it, without the 
Power of Repentance to waſh away her Pol- 
tution ! But ſince the great Diſpoſers of her 
Deſtiny, had ſubmitted her Reaſon to the 
Sway of a tyrannick Paſſion, and that Deſ- 
pair ſucceeded the Unſucceſsfulneſs of it, 
the would fall a Sacrifice to free her from 
its Torture, ſtill in proſpe& of ſeeing the 


Elyſian Shades, ſince, though her Life was 


made an Offering to Love, ſhe had preſer- 
7 her Chaſtity and her Vertue incorrup- 
tible. 


Adorned with Innocence, and dreſſed in 


Robes of White an Emblem of that Inno- 
cence, with fantaſtick Greens, and a Gar- 
land of various Flowers to crown the love- 
ly Victim, ſhe ſeemed more charming than 


in all thoſe glittering Ornaments of Court, 


with which ſhe uſed to grace the Circle. 
T ſurveyed her o'er and Oer, with Tears 


that almoſt took away my Uſe of Sight, till 
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on my Allegiance, ſhe commanded me to 
reach the Liquid-Death, and to weep no 
more for her, for that the ſhould ſhortly be 
at Reſt. She drank with eagerneſs the bitter 
Draught, whoſe Property it is to cauſe le- 
thargick ſtupifying Slumbers, which overs 
coming all the Offices of Life, end in a 
laſting Sleep. 

When Fate ſeem d to be buſie with her, 
and that ſhe was become more a Part of 
another World than ſhe was of this, ſhe 
caus'd me to call two Men-Slaves, whoſe 
Buſineſs it was uſually to attend at the Foot 
of the back Stairs, Them ſhe ſwore to obey 
whatever Commands ſhould be brought by 
me; She was ever ſo perfectly good and 
gracious, that not one of us all, but at 
her Requeſt, would have fac'd the greateſt 
Danger ; ſo they did not heſitate to engage 
themſelves as ſhe commanded. She bade 
them retire and remain within her Call, 
but by no means to depart till licenſed ; 
then taking her laſt Leave of me, where, to 
my everlaſting Glory be it remembered, ſhe 
wept with Tenderneſs ! a Tenderneſs due to 
a more exalted State than that of a Slave, 
who could not however be termed wretch- 
ed, obeying ſo much Goodneſs. 

When She had once more ſtrictly prohibi- - 
ted my Tears, the bade me wait withour, 
and not on any Terms to diſcompoſe her 
Fate, ſo as to render it terrible ind painful 
by miſtaken Kindneſs, or unavailing Cries 
and Compaſſion, and inſtructed me how 


de- 
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decently to compoſe her lovely Limbs, to 
cloſe her brillant Eyes, and when ſhe was 
no other than lifeleſs Clay, to throw a 
Covering o'er her breathleſs Limbs, and ſe- 
cretly to cauſe thoſe two Slaves to bear her 
to the Prince's Lodging, introduced by me, 
where he might behold what Love on her 
ſide, and Perjury on his, had done. 

I beſeech your Excellency to ſpare all the 
diſmal Circumſtances of that wretched Day 
and Night; the ſtrong Convulſions, the 
Agonies between Death and Life, that 


poor Honoria ſuffered! Yet inwardly com- 


poſed and ſtedfaſt to the laſt, She died up- 
on the point of Morning. I thought my ſelf 
in Duty concern'd, to obey punctually her 
Orders, and proved fo happy in the Execu- 
tion, that I was admitted with my fatal 
Preſent into the Prince's Chamber, few of 
his People being ſtirring, himſelf being 
early up, with an Intent to go a Hunt- 
ing. Mn 
| Lee there, my Lord, ſaid I to him, when 
the Slaves had ſet down the Body of Hono- 
ria, approach and fee, what Perjury, what 
Breach of Vows, and Change of Love 
have done! The Prince intently gazing up- 
on the cover d Fair. knew not what it was, 
*till 1 drew off the Embroidery, and ſhow d 
the breathleſs Maid, adorn'd, and charming 
as if ſhe waired for the Bridal Happineſs ; 
ſo little terrible was Death, ſo reconcil d to 
Innocence and Beauty, that he had no 
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both. 

believe the Prince never felt any Con- 
ſternation like this; I had left Orders with 
ſome of the Slaves to awaken the High- 
Prieſt, and to ſend him to the Lodging 
where it was told him his Niece was dead, 
and had commanded her Body ſhould be 
carried. Honorius all affrighted at the Re- 
port, entred before Prince Alexis could do 
any thing but gaze upon the departed Beau- 
ty. Then was it to be ſeen, that Religion, 
and the fineſt Underſtanding is not Proof 


my ſelf utterly defective when 1 would ex- 
preſs the Grief and Shame that poſſeſſed theſe 
two Princes; taking Advantage of their 
Wonder, I gave, in theſe Words, a ſhort 
and impartial Relation of what had paſs'd 
ſince the unhappy Hour that Honoria firſt en- 
gaged her ſelf to the Prince. 

© View here, my Lord, ſaid I, addreſſing 
© to the High-Prieſt, view the Fair, but 
* murther'd Honoria ! Honoria ! the Vertu- 
* ous as well as charming! View her as the 
© Trophy of Prince Alexis's Victory and In- 
© conſtancy ! Honoria dy'd by her Lover's 
© Infidelity ! A Lover! who by holy and 
© interchangeable Vows, was ſworn to be- 
come her Husband; having ſubdued her 
* Heart, he would have baſely profited him- 


her Vertue; but finding the Heroick 
Maid ſet the Value upon it that ſhe ought, 
© he 
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he abandoned what he ſhould have worthip- 
ped, and from that moment thought no 
longer of her, or of his Vows! Oh! A- 
poſtate to Love and. Chaſtity ! Thou 
didſt prepare thy ſelf (after being engaged 
by Oaths and ſolemn Imprecations to 
Honoria, in the fight of Juno the awful 
Goddeſs, and Queen of Marriage-Vows) 
thou didſt prepare, as all Sarmatia knows, 
to wed the Princeſs Emely ! Oh! unpre- 
cedented Perjury! Oh! inconſidera te 
Youth, to barter real Merit for glaring 
Titles. Oh! capricious God of Love, 
How wert thou ſo eaſily diſguſted ? How 
can'ſt thou be appeas'd with Trifles, at 
the moment that thou doſt covet all 
Things? Behold her a Monument of Infi- 
delity : It was Prince -A.exis's Hand, and 
not her own, that lifted the fata] Draught 
to her deſpairing Lip ! It was Prince 
Alexis's Cruelty and Breach of Faith, 
that ain, and gave her to ſwal- 
low the ſtupifying Death ! Alexis! who 
anticipated his Triumphs, and uſed to 
ſmile when he was told it would be thus! 
Revenge! Revenge! you immortal Pow- 
ers! You that are ever excellent, Revence 
upon his Name and Family Hnoria's 
Wrongs; take Poſſeſſion of him all ye 
Furies! Seize him ye Infernal Powers! 
May his Life be ſhort and miſerable, but 
may his Hereafter Torments be never end- 
ing! Deteſt him! ye chaſte and blooming 
Maids ; deteſt him whilſt he is among you, 

| © you 
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* you that know the Price of Vertue! Deteſt 
* Him, the Corrupter of Vertue ! may his 
© Memory be ever deteſted ! Shun him all ye 
Good! May his Walks be lonely, his 
© Hours painful, and the Remainder of his 
« Life one perpetual Remorſe for his In- 
| gratitude, Perjury, and Barbarity to Ho- 
noria, 

There is ſomething ſo eloquent and per- 
ſuaſive in Truth alone, without the Advan- 
tage of Oratory ; that there were none pre- 
ſent (for by this time the Report of her 
Death had drawn a Croud) but what 
wept her Fate, and deteſted the Lover's 
Injuſtice. 

That good Prince Honorius forbore not to 
kiſs the beauteous Clay, to weep over it 
with Tears almoſt of Blood, making Im- 
precations, in the firſt Tranſports of his 
Grief, for Revenge upon the Traitor who 
thus inſulted the Honour of his Name. 
dome of the leſs prepoſſeſs d Spectators, diſ- 


covered a Writing fix'd upon her Breaſt, 
Curioſity 


uncer a Stomacher of Flowers. 
made them immediately preſs about the 
Corps to endeavour to read it, but Prince 
Honorius commanding them back, bade me 
unlooſe it from the Body; I obey'd, and 


delivered it to him, where he read theſe 
Words, 
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Thog ! that would ſt fill the Sarmatian Annals, 
With Crimes hitherto unknomn e 
7 Hou that by abe inviolable Truſt of Love 
Mud draw the liſt ning Virgin to Diſponour, 
Look here, and regulate thy Deſires; 
Look here, and lament thy Perjuries. 
Learn from me, a wandering Shade, 
Fhy fleeting are mortal 7oys ; 
And that nothing can be permanent but Vertue, 


That Life, once preſeryd by Prince Alexis's 
Now falls a Sacrifice to his Injuſtice. (Arms 


I find it impoſhble to repreſent to your 
Excellency the Tears and Tumulr of the 
Spectators, upon the Reading of this Paper; 
it was ſo great, that probably without re- 
ſpect to Prince Alexis's being the Son of a 

Ling, they had torn him in Pieces, if the 

High-Prieſt, whoſe Allegiance was 1nviola- 
ble, had not reſtrained and commanded 
them to depart. The Prince had all this 
while continued filent, weeping and kneel: 
ing upon one Knee, over the breathleſs 
Beauty; but ſeeing they were going, by Ho- 
norius's Orders, to bear the Body to his own 
Houſe, he gave a Vent to that Woe which 
had been ſo long pent within his Boſom, 
and became formidable to all by the Exceſs 
of his Ravings, his Indignation againſt 
himſelf, and Complaints for the untimely 
Fate of his once adored Hnoria. When he 
cou'd no more by his Prayers, Tears, Strug- 
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glings, and Endeavours retain her, but that 
ſhe was carried from his Sight, he attempt- 
ed to murder himſelf with his Poniard ; but 


that being wreſted from him, he would 


have ſtrangled himſelf, had he not been 
held ; his Rage was ſo extream, they were 
forced to bind him in his Bed, and when 
the King and Queen were called, how did 
he exclaim againſt falſe Ambition, Avarice 
Perjury, and thoſe other Crimes which ha 
occaſioned Honoria's Fate? | 
They left his Cure to Time, and the 
Care of the Phyſicians, and ſent their Com- 
plement of Condoleance to the High-Prieſt, 
who, like a Man truly Prudent and Reli- 
gious, ſubmitted himſelf, with a Moderati- 
on very ſurprizing to all that knew how 
much he had valued and loved Honoria. The 
wiſer Part believed he only ſmothered his 
Reſentment, deferring it to an Hereafter, 
when he ſhould have, upon the King's 
Death, a blameleſs Opportunity of Punt 
ing his Revenge. 
 Honoria's Body was burnt with utmoſt 


Pomp, not a Virgin of any Diſtinction 


but what rendered her ſelf with Garlands, 
Elegies, and Tears, about her Pile, beſtow- 
ing Millions of Invectives againſt her per- 


jured Lover. I begged the Glory to have 


been ſacrificed to her Manes, but the High- 
Prieſt reſerved me to do her Memory [u- 
ſtice ; ſo that another, though leſs favoured 
than J had been, was burnt with that love- 
ly Clay, together with thoſe Ornaments 17 75 
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Moveables that ſhe had moſt valued when 


livings 


A magnificent Tomb was erected to her 
Memory, a bright Repoſitory for her in-. 


valuable Aſhes! whereon the High-Prieſt 


.caus'd to be engraved, in Characters of 


Gold, the Inſcription found upon her 
Breaſt; but this did not long ſurvive, ſome 
Agent of the Royal Family, took an un- 
ſeen Opportunity to deface the Writing, 
which ought to have remained an ever- 
laſting Monument of Prince Ale iss In- 
juſtice. | 

Whoſe Grief, not founded upon right 
Principles, quickly paſſed over ; but be- 
cauſe fe was aſhamed immediately to ap- 
pear where he had occaſioned ſo lamenta- 
ble a Cataſtrophe, he departed privately 


for Pannonia, in purſuit of his firſt Deſign, 


where his Equipage met him. The Kang 


and Princeſs Emely had given their Con- 


ſent to the Nuptials, ſo that he was there 
received with great Magnificence. | 

The lovely Prince of Noricum, Brother to 
the Queen of the Almains, out of Friend- 
ſhip and Reſpect to the King of Sarmatia, 
render'd himſelf at the Pannonian Court, to 
give Prince Alexis the Meeting, and to grace 
the Marriage- Ceremony. 


Fame, that indefatigable Goddeſs, had 


brought poor Honoria's Adventure to the 
Ears of the Princeſs Emely ; the took a Re- 
ſolution worthy her exalted Soul ; which 


was, to revenge the Dithonour had been 
done 
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done one of the moſt meritorious of the 
Sex, upon the Traitor who had deceiy'd her ; 
in order to it, ſhe ſent a Lady of Addreſs 
and bright Underſtanding, to the Prince of 
Noricum, to ask him if he would be con- 
tented to marry her? And to convince him 
upon what Principles ſhe went, the Story 
of Prince Alexis's Perjury, by her Directi- 
ons, was related to him: The Princeſs's 
great Beauty, Merit, and Poſſeſſions, ſoon 
determin'd his Reſolution : They were mar- 
ry d that very Evening, before the Morning 
deſign'd for her Nuptials with the Sarmatian 
En. 
And that his Diſgrace might be the more 
particular, it was induſtriouſly conceal'd 
rom his Highneſs, till he came, in nuptial 
Ornaments, to take the deſtin'd Bride at her 
own Lodgings. But was then told below, 
by an Officer in waiting, not to make a 
Noiſe to diſturb the Princeſs, who could not 
be ſpoken to, for that ſhe was in Bed with 
her Lord, the Prince of Noricum, whom ſhe 
had lately marry d. | 

He ſtaid not to have the Publick a Wit- 
neſs of his Diſgrace, nor to call his falſe 
Friend to an Account for Breach of Friend- 
ſhip, the greateſt that mortal Man could 
have been guilty of ; and which the pooreſt 
ſpirited Slave would have reſented and re- 
veng d. The King of Sarmatia, upon his 
Return, talked very high of the Injury and 
Afﬀront that had been done him, in the Per- 
ſon of his Son, and pretended, that the 
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Pannonian King ſhould give him Satisfaction 
for the Outrage that had been committed in 
his Court: But an Expedient was found out, 
which this narrow-ſoul'd Prince agreed to; 
an Expedient that made his Littleneſs of 
Spirit more conſpicuous ; 1t was a Marriage 
between him and a Siſter of his Rival : 
Theſe Nuptials were ſoon after ſolemniz d, 
and all was well again ; but the Sarmatians 
ſecretly deſpiſe and ridicule his Conduct, 
which is the true Reaſon, that ſo very few 
of them ever deſire to ſee him become their 
Monarch. 

Thus, my Lord, purſu'd the Envoy, I 
have given you Prince Alexis's Hiſtory, in 
moſt of the Save Maty's Words, which will 
inform your Lordſhip of the true Value of 
that Prince: Now it was no longer a My- 
ſtery to me, why he was not beloved by the 
Sarmatians, I alſo obferved, that Mademoi- 
ſelle Muty expected a World of Applauſes, 
for ſo handſomely acquitting her ſelf, She 
was very Beautiful, and more Eveliex and 
Spirtzel, than any I had met, among the 
Women of the firſt Diſtinction: Add to 
this her Youth, and ſomething of an Air, 
which beſpoke Satisfaction and Self-ſufficien- 
cy, as if ſhe more 


and rather impos'd Chains upon others, than 
wore them her ſelf ; which, together with 
the Richneſs of her Habit, and the Reſpect 
all the Domeſticks paid her, gave me to 
ſuſpect, that, the High-Prieſt being no more 


than a Man, this beautiful Slave found Fs 
= 


overn'd than obey'd, 
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Account near his Eminence; nor was I] de- 
ceivd, as afterwards I was convinced: 
Therefore I did not play away the O por- 
tunity that was given me, but with all 
dort of Addreſs, and artful ſeeming Since- 
rity, 1 celebrated her Merit, affected to be 
infinitely charm'd, infinitely ſenſible, and. 
render'd her Wit and Beauty ſome Part of 
what ſhe thought their due: It was impoſ- 
ſible to do her Charms the Juſtice ſhe ex- 
pected; nor could they have ſo great an 
Allay, as her own Eſteem and Knowledge of 
them; tho we muſt grant ſhe took their 
Beight, from the difficult and illuſtrious 
Conqueſt they had obtain d. 

I reſolved to bring her into my Intereſt. 
and added Preſents to my Praiſes. She 


permitted me the Favour to ſee her often. 


It was not long before ſhe gave me the beſt 
Proof that my Money had been well be- 
ſtow'd; very faithful, and very grateful, be- 
yond what was to be found in the Men, even 
among thoſe who are call'd Noble; She ne- 
ver forbore. till ſhe 9% 0 the High Prieſt 
to declare himſelf, and I happily received 
his Promiſe, That he would carry on my 
Mafter's Intereſt the next Election, in the 
Perſon of Prince Armutius, to the Prejudice 
ok all others. | 3 | 
Thus, by a lucky Hit, and the Help of a 
critical Smile from the Goddeſs Fortune, I 
obtain d what, before, I had ſo many waking 


| Hours rack d my Brain for in vain ; fo trce 
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Al- 


u is, that all Men bars their Foibles 


122 The New Atalantis. Vol. III. 


Aſcendants, even the wiſeſt and moſt abſſe- 
mious; the Difficulty lies only in the Dif- 
covery; for after that, there are few Fa- 
vourites, but what have Favourites, or at 
leaſt omnipotent Gold has a Power fo ex- 
renſive, that we preſume we are not guilty 
of Hyperbole, and paint but after the 
Life, in repreſenting it, as the grand Uni- 
verſa]. | | 
But, my Lord, the Hour grows late, per- 
mit me to wait upon Your Lordthip to your 
Repoſe: I have enovgh intruded upon your 
Patience for once; to Morrow, if your Cu- 
rioſity continue, I will not forbear to do 
my ſelf the Honour of repeating to you, 
wiatever has fince happen'd of Moment in 
Sarmatia, Me oh 
Horatio return'd the Envoy his Acknow- 
ledgments, and with much Unwillingneſs, 
was oblig'd to let him attend him to his 
Bed-Chamber, which was the ſame that had 
before been his: Merovius having reſigned 
it to him, order'd a fecond Field-Bed to be 
ſet up for himſelf in another Apartment. 
Horatio was forc'd to comply with this, and 
told him, that he found it was impoſlible to 
diſpute, in Gallantry, with ſuch a Maſter, 
whom he wonld always make it his Glory, 
rather to imitate and obey, than fruitlefly 
to comend with. „ 
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W 


ONSIEURHExvq was agree- 

ably awaken d in the Morning by 

the Count de St. Girone, a Native 

of the Celtic Gallia ; he call'd for his Cloaths, 
the better to receive and careſs that Friend, 
whom he bad not beheld in ſo long a time. 
When their firſt Indearments were over, and 
the Prior dreft, they went both together to 
Hiratios Apartment, having fent before to 


know, whether he were ſtirring. The Prior 


preſented his Friend to the Rowan Heroe, 
and deſir d he would be pleaſed to conſider 
him as a Perſon of Merit, well acquainted 
with the World, and one whoſe Converſa.. 
tion was very diverting. General Comple- 
ments being over, Merovius enquir'd of the 
Count, How he came to be ſo happy to 
fee him in Sarmatia? To whom, in return, 
the Count gave this following Relation. 
Your Excellency knows 1 am a Soldier of 
Fortune, have a roving Head, love to ſee 
ſtrange Cuſtoms hoy Countries, which 
caus'd me to forſake my own, juſt after the 
aſt Peace, which our mighty Monarch made 


with his Enemies. Tho” tis true, his Ma- 


ty did not diſſolve his Army, yet I could 
not underſtand that fort of Paradox, being 
2 Soldier with nothing to do; 1 lov'd Acti- 
on, and therefore reſolv'd to travel in pur- 
fut of ſome, | 
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I could not have more fortunately exe- 
cated my Deſign, than in the Company of 
Count Martel, a Perſon of Merit and Ad. 
dreſs, who was going Ambaſſador from 
King Charles to the Emperor Conſtantine, or 
rather to the Empreſs Irene, for all Things 
are govern'd, in that Court and Kingdom, 
as ſhe and her Favourite the General Staura- 
tius pleaſe, with whom it is believed, the has 
comracted une Marriage de Conſcience : The 
Emperor is no more minded, than a Bab 
in Leading ſtrings, for ſo his Mother will 
have it. Did your Lordſhip make any Stay 
in that Court ? interrupted Horatio, About 
eighteen Months, reply the Count, enough 
to be weary of it; tho' Part of the time 
was ſpent in a Campaign under Stauratiu 
againſt the Perſians; but his Avarice was fo 
exceſſive, that it, diſguſted even thoſe that 
were not to ſuffer by it; ſomething ſo for- 
did and offenſive reſults from thar Vice, as 
to make the Wearer ſecretly deſpiſed, be his 
Quality never ſo conſpicuous, or his Power 
extenſive; nor can any Thing atone for 
it, becauſe of the Baſeneſs of its Compa- 
nions, Injuſtice, Extortion, Cruelty, and 
Ingratitude. Conſtantinople is no longer 
that glorious City it was! In forſaking the 
old Roman Vertues, they have imbib' d the 
Vices of, and degenerated into, thoſe Barba- 
rians, once fo contemptible in their Eyes; 
a few excepted, amongft which ſtill are to 


be found the Love of Glory! Love of their | 
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Country, and Conſtitution! The Reſt run 
mad after Liberty, new Notions! new Vices! 
and new Religions! Which latter ſo en- 
tirely poſſeſs them, that if you are accept- 


able upon every other Account, and differ 
here, they hate and perſecute you, and are 
ſo unjuſt, as not to allow you any Part of 
that Merit they before admired you for; 


and, which is more ridiculous than all, they 


ſtill are thus warm for every Opinion that 
they embrace, (for I would have you to 
know there are few but have, and do change, 
and more than once) they are Conſtant to 
nothing but Inconſtancy : Sometimes the Or- 
thodoxy, ſometimes Heterodoxy is upper- 
moſt ; they haye Faſhions for Religion as 
well as Cloaths, are as fond, and new cut them 
as often: At preſent the Orthodox is diſ- 
countenanc'd ; the Empreſs Irene introduc'd 
Image-Worſhip, and has got a Pope to her 
own Heart's Deſire, Dull | Stupid! and as 
little tenacious of the Rights of the Ponti- 
ficate, as ſhe could wiſh. The Patriarch of 
Conſtantinople, indeed, is not ſo paſſive; he aſ- 
ſerts the Purity of the primitive Times, and 
oppoſes all Innovations; whence it is, that 
the Biſhop of Nome is at perpetual Variance 
with him: But I forget my ſelf, that I am 
ſpeaking to a Roman, whoſe Knowledge in 
all Things, eſpecially the Manners of his 
own Country, is confirm'd, whereas mine 
can be but ſuperficia]. 

I aſſure your Lordſhip, anſwer'd Horatio, 
that I am much more ignorant than I dare 
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own ; *tis more than three Years fince 1 
was there, and only know, that from the 
time of my Departure, Affairs have often 
chang'd Hands. After Monſieur L'Emvoye's 
Curiofity is fatisfy'd, I will beg a little In- 
formation of the Meaſures that were in 
| faſhion, then, when your Lordthip left Con- 
ſtantinople; for a Perſon of your Penetra. 
tion, with thoſe Lights, which the piercing 
and refin d Count Martel could give him, 
can, I'm certain, be ignorant of nothing 
that you had a Deſire to know. Your Lord- 
fhip 1s roo obliging, anſwered the Count, 
bur in all Things that depend upon me, you 
may be ſure to be obeyed. 

Wearied, as I told your Lordſhips, with 
the buſie Intrigues, Faction, and Dulneſs, 
of the Conſtantinopolitan Court; for Gallan- 
try is no longer the Theme, the greateſt 


Beauties ſeem to forget that they have 


Charms, ſince they have not any Lovers to 
put them in mind of them; all are buried 
in Politicks and Strugglings which Opinion 
Mall prevail; wearied, I fay, with thoſe ſort 
of unnatural Diviſions, I went in the Irain 


of an Ambaſſador, from the Emperor, to 


the Prince of Rheta in German); we hap- 
pen'd to reach tne Court juſt before his Nup- 
tials; I had the good Fortune to carry the 
Prize at thoſe Juſts and Tournaments that 
were held in Honour of the Bride, which 
ſo far recommended me to his Highneſs, that 


he received me into his Army, and gave me 


a very conſiderable Poſt there. : 
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can't forbear telling your Lordſhips, 
that the Princeſs of Rhetia is a Perſon full of 
ſo many Attractions, that without being the 
zreareſt Beauty in the World, ſhe can do 
more than the moſt Charming; the pene- 
trates, ſhe enters into the ſecret Wiſhes o“ 
her Beholders, and cauſes their Beſt to be 
made for Her; in ſhort, at her Appearance 
at Court, not a Man but found her to his 
Taſte; ſhe was univerſally taking; her Air, 
her Wit, her Eyes, her Manner, her Viva— 
city, every Thing about her, created Admi- 
rers, even from amongſt thoſe of her ow; 
dex; yet with all this Agrceaticnels, the has 
not been able to detend her ſelf from 
becoming unhappy: Ihe Perſon who was 
ſuſpected to be her Favourite, is now 
wretched, and under my Guard, in a Tent. 
ricched not far from your Excellency's, 
where we arriv'd laſt Night; tho' I was 
then ignorant of my good Fortune in being 
brought to be your ſo near Neighbour, or, 
ate as it was, I ſhould not have forborn to 
have paid my Duty to your Excellency. 

And do you imagine, Monſieur le Count, 
reply'd the Prior of Orleans, obſerving the 
Count was ſilent, that we will compound 
for this? I aſſure your Lordſhip, that I am 
too fond of all Occaſions that can make you 
ſpeak, to paſs by one ſo particular. Some- 
thing J have already heard of this unhappy 
Gentleman, I think he is a Man of Quality 
of the Vandals ; but the Diſtance makes 
Things ſo confus'd, that one cannot depend 

1 4 upon 


128 The New Atalantis. Vol. III. 
upon what one hears. Pray favour the ge- 
nerous Horatio and my ſelf, with what your 
Lordſhip knows of that Affair: Horatio hay- 
ing join'd his Endeavours to the Envoy's, the 
Count could no longer defend himſelf, but ad- 
dreſſing to both, thus continued his Relation, 
Your Excellency is well inform'd:; Count 
Alarick was born among the Vandals, but he 
has liv'd more abroad than at home ; as his 
Exploits have been perform'd and renown'd 
more under the Queen of Love than the 
God of War, the Ladies can give a better 
Account of him than thoſe of our Sex. His 
Perſon is handſome, and did not Misfor- 
tunes preſerve him ſacred from Curioſity, 
your ſelves ſhould be Judges; but as this 
Intruſion is a Sort of Inſulting, which no 
wel}-bred Man would be guilty of, you will 
be pleas'd to be contented with what I can 
tell your Lordſhips. | 
1 have never had the Honour to enter 
the Count's Cabinet ; ſo that I do not pre- 
tend to give you a Part in any of his 
Thonghts 3 his Actions, and thoſe only, 
that have made ſuch a Noiſe in the World, 
that none about him are ignorant of them, 
thall be my preſent Entertainment. 
think Count Alarick had more of Title 
than Eſtate, which caus'd him to uſe all his 
Endeavours to better it; thoſe which of- 
fer d moſt plauſibly to a Man well made, 
young, handſome, and gay as he was, ſeem'd 
| ſuci as he could procure from the Fair Sex. 
In his Travels, it was his Fortune, 1 the 
ower 
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lower Batavia, to meet a Lady whoſe C ir- 
cumſtances were pretty fantafti-al ; ſhe was 
born in one of the Illands, of high Birth, 
and a vaſt Heireſs. A Perſon of the firſt Di- 
ſtinction for Quality, tho' not Merit, a ti- 
tular Prince, of which there are Numbers 
in that Part of the World, found her Poſ- 
ſeſſions would be infinitely commodious for 
him, becauſe his Eſtate was but little an- 
ſwerable to the Rank he held; but knowing 
the young Lady's Mother would never be 
for him, he contented himſelf with withing 
ſome eden Smile of Fortune might 
conduct him to his Happineſs. 

Mean time his Miſtreſs is marry'd, with- 
out aſling her Conſent, to a Gentleman 


who was the Reverſe of the Prince, for he 


had much more Eſtate than Title ; but Lady 
Iſabela's Mother, very careful and tender 
of her only Child, (tho' ſhe was not too 


Wor 
not bed her in a Year; the Bridegroom 
agreed to theſe Articles, and Kept his Word: 
He was guilty of another Over-ſight, and 
that was, forgetting to ſecure Lady Wabelia's 
Woman, who had been before tamper'd with 
by the Needy-Prince his Rival; her Power. 
over the old Lady was not fo great as with 
the Young, and conſequently ſhe could not 
prevent the Marriage: But when ſhe ſaw the 
onſummation was deferr'd, and that the 
ber, the poiſon'd Lady {ſabella's unwary Tur 
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nocence againſt her Husband : The firft 
Thing the did, was to bring her a Looking- 
glaſs, and aſking her, as the young Charmer 
ſurvey d her ſelf there, Who but an inſen- 
_ ible, or difeas'd abject Wretch, or perhaps 
with Affections pre-engag'd, could leave fo 
vaſt a Share of Youth and Beauty un-en- 
. Joy 'd? That *twas true, her Husband had 
capitulated fo to do, but if he had lov'd as 
another would have done, what he had ſaid 
to the old Lady to gain her, ought to have 
7770 for nothing: He was now become the 
Maſter; all the World would therefore have 
been on his Side, when the Poſſeſſion of a 
Bride fo charming was in Queſtion: His 
Neglect was unpardonable, affronting, cold, 
indifterent ! That true it was, one ſhould 
have been apt to have pity'd and forgiven 
the wretched Mortal (taking his unnatural 
Apathy to proceed from a Defect of Na- 
tue) had he not given gwlty Proofs of his 
Liking and Immorality in other Places : 
Therefore nothing could be faid for him 
here to his Advantage; for either he muſt 
be in an ill State of Health, perhaps one 
infectious, or {till in Love with his Miſtreſs; 
or, which was as bad, not in Love with his 
Wife. e 
Lady 1fabella, was as full of her ſelf as 
any Lady of her Birth, Fortune, and Beauty 
could be, had never any Liking to her Hus- 
band's Perſon or Addreſs, who, becauſe ſe 


cure of her Mother, had negleQed thoſe ne- 


ceſſary Applications by which a Lover in- 
ſinuates 
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ſinuates himſelf into the tender Inclinations 


of the Fair. She, fired with Indignation 


at this Contempt of her Beauty, was 
quickly wrought up to all the Reſentment 
that was neceſſiry to make her reſolve, never 
to live with a Man that held her in ſuch 
deſpicable Eſtimation. Her Woman, who 
thought it hard, when ſuch an Heireſs as 
was her Lady, came to be diſpoſed of, if ſhe 


could not, in the Deſtiny, make her own n 
Fortune, play'd her Part dextrouſly, and 


kept her inceſfantly warm, till the was de- 
termin'd to fly from that Ifland into Bata- 
via, where the ſame Laws were not in Force, 
and nothing in place to hinder her from be- 
coming Miſtreſs of her own Conduct. 
Accordingly ſhe came to take the Bitavi- 


an Ambaſſador's Lady one Morning, early 
in her Bed, and told her, if the had but 


halt the Friendſhip for her which the pro- 
feſs'd, ſhe ſhould now give her a Proof of 
it, and fly with her beyond the Seas ; that 


however it were, if the refuſed to rake Part 
in her Deſtiny, ſhe her felt was vetermin'd, 


and would go, tho' it were alone; but, ſhe 


conjur'd her not to deny her the Protection 


of her Preſence : for Slander that was ever 
buſie, would not know how to approagh 
her under the Protection of ſo much Verwe 
and Conduct, as her Excellency had ever been 
Miſtreſs of. | ; 


. 
. 


Lady 1ſabella's Woman was an induſtrious 


Incendiary, and did not fail to, inform, rhe 


Prince her Benefactor, of their Deſign ; ſhe 
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adviſed him to follow them where- ever they 
thould go; but Love and Nature rais d up 
for ſome time, an Obſtacle to his Pretenſions. 
Count Alarick with his Charms, Generoſity, 
and Addreſs, met her in her Pilgrimage, and 


had the Glory to touch Lady /ſabella's Heart, 


who engag d to marry him, if her former 
Nuptials could be ſet aſide. She was, as I 
have remarked, a mighty Heireſs ; and tho' 
the neceſſary Ceremony that perfects a Mar- 
riage was unaccomplithed , her Poſſeſſions 
were too large to let her go without making 
all the Defence that could be made; at beſt, it 
would be a Work of Time: Count Alarick's 
ſeeming Paſſion could not ſtay for that, he 


therefore diſpatch'd a Gentleman of his 


Chamber, too faithful a Domeſtick, who 
hired Ruffians, and affaffinated the un- 
fortunate Gentleman in his Coach, to the 
Reproach of Gallantry, Humanity, or Ho- 
neſty ; for ſince they were Maſters of a 
Sword, he ought by that way and no other, 
to have pretended to /ſabella, 

Love, in ſpight of our ſelves, often car- 
Ties us where we never thought of going; 
we can't foreſee any Paſſion with certainty; 
Hatred, Love, Revenge, Jealouſie, Anger, 


and Ambition, ariſe in our Breaſts, when 


they are not expected; they ſurprize and ar- 
bitrarily govern thoſe of whom they become 


abſolute Maſters; tis principally for this 
Reaſon, that we ought to uſe all our En- 
deavours not to be inſlaved, ſince tis a 
Matter fo difficult to defend our 2 
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from the ill Effects of their tyrannick Pre- 
polleſſion. 

Love and Riches were the Motives to this 
diſhoneſt Aſſaſſi nation, nor did it ſucceed 
as the Count expected: Iſabella was a Lady 
of r a Quality, not to have 
all the World intereſt themſelves on her ſide; 
they advis'd her to abandon him, that ſhe 
might preſerve , or not irreparably wound 
her Character, by a Marriage with the Mur- 


derer of her Husband ! Her Character ! 


which had already ſufiered too much, by the 
Kindneſs ſhe had ſhown the Count, andwhich 
caus'd 11]-natured Cenſurers to conclude, 
he would not have been fo baſe, and mad, 
as to do a Wickednefs for the fake of Wick- 
edneſs, if he had not been ſure of his Point. 
But alas ! what Dependance is there upon 
the frail Inclinations of Women ? The ya- 
rying Seaſons ! Nor the changing Winds ! 
can but faintly repreſent the April- Weather 
of their Affections! Nothing in Nature, but 
themſelves, can come up to their Caprice. 
Whirl-winds, and Whirl pools ! The Cro- 
cadile and Hyena have been us d as Emblems 
of their Cruelty and Inconſtancy! Thoſe 
are indeed devouring Evils, but not com- 
parable to Women !Who are falſe by Inhe- 
ritance, full of native Deceit and attracting 
Fraud! they center in themſelves the Domi- 
nion of the World! for not one of them 
but would angle and allure, till all Man. 
kind were their Slaves, and as Slaves ther 
would tyrannize over them! Impatie 
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miſs the moſt deſpicable Adorations, and 
therefore is their own Sex hated by them : 
Nor ate their dear, ſudden, momentary 11- 
timacies ever deſign'd, but to be let into 
each others Defects, which they unpitifully 
expoſe to us, with a Mask of Vertue dif- 
ſembling their own Vices, yet tranſported 
to convict others of theirs z upon which 
they are inexorable, and never forgive, tho' 
their Repentance be never ſo ſincere : And 
what is all this for? Why, truly, to gratify 
their firſt Principle Pride! For ſo ſhort- 
ſighted are their Judgments, they know not 
how to ſet a juit Eſtimation upon them- 
ſelves, or others, and as often under, as over- 
value both; fo that generally, ſome lurking, 
worthleſs Wretch, is made Maſter of their 
Charms, when in turn they are themſelves 
deſpis'd, even by thoſe whom they before 
rejected and trampled upon. Can we uſe theſe 
Deceivers, by way of Reprizal, too ill? Tis 
They that have taught us Fraud, and the De- 
Aterity of turning upon them their own Ar- 
tillery; from Them we have learn'd Ingrati- 

rude, to inſult Petefits, ridicule Innocence, 
and happy Simplicity of Manners; from Them 
we have jean d falſe Vows, to give feign'dand 
flattering Hopes, to breath pretended Stghs,to 
deſpiſe what we have Conquer'd, and yet to 
aim at conquering what we deſpiſe ! I ruth 
is never to be ſpoken to them, they think ſo 
Omnipotently of themſelves, that without Hy- 
Macbole,or a Magnifying Glaſs, you muſt ne- 
e to reach them; In ſhort, they have 
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ſet us the Pattern, but Man has prov'd fo 
excellent an Imitator, as to refine upon the 


Invention, and now we may pretend even 


to out-do them at their owt Weapons: They 
may thank themſelves for giving us a Sam- 
ple of their Artifice ; would they have been 
contented with ſimple generous Love, and a 
juſt Reverence of their human Perſons, 
without Deification and Adorations, we 
might mutually have found our Account, 
and like humble innocent Mortals, been in- 
nocently, mutually happy. 

Then, they are implacable Enemies, and 
never forgive any Slight or Neglect, that 
ſeems to be offered to their Perſons, whe- 
ther fair or not; to commend others is a 
mortal Crime among ſome of them. I re- 
member a Caſe, wherein a Writer of Me- 
moirs ſuffered for this: He had found a 
Prince of diſtinguiſhing Merit to ada reſs 
to, a Prince happy in his own Perfections, 
happy in thoſe of the Princeſs his Wife, 
and in an Aunt, a living Pattern of Beauty 
and Goodneſs ; together with a Dowager 
who was Mother to the Prince his Father ; 
all meritorious, and deferving as much as 
the Race of Women could deſerve! The 
Hiſtorian endeavoured, according to the 


Capacity Nature had given him, to do them 
Juſtice ; Nay, he even laboured for it: But 


ere was the Miſchief, the Prince's own 
Mother was not mentioned; and why? be- 
cauſe indeed that noble Race had never in- 


teimarry d with the City before, nor was 


ihe 


g 
> 
, ” 
. * 
* 
WV 
1 
ZW 
* 
TA 
3 
5» 
8 7 
ö * 
* 


88 a 
. ö . — 
1 
. * 
IC; as * 


"x 
_ - ” — 
— . Eo Oo” TR OS © 


©. 
- "IS. 


— RY 


_— — 
— 


— 


—— — 


# nt - £ $6 « 3 
r 


a Fo _— 
- _ « Oo 
— — 9 — 
. 2 — 5 2 = CE 


PP * 
2 — 1 
= — — 
— — 


_ — — — ws B 
— 0 — 0 — — — 
— — — —_ * — — 0 
Fo — — a- 8 8 tm a 
—— — — — - 4 — 4 * 
— — — — — 
— — — — — * = — 


136 The New Atalantis. Vor- III. 


ſhe preferred, but by the Weight of her 
Gold, with which, ſhe brought an exceſſive 
Love of Cards and Play, beſides an inſup- 
portable Spirit of , Dominion, which made 
all thoſe uneaſie that would not ſubmit to 
it: But this was not all, the Poet had fix- 
ed a Merit to the Elder Dowager, for not 


admitting a ſecond Embrace to fully the 


Nuptial Sheets, ſacred to the Memory of 
the Prince her Lord; this was directly wrong; 
for the Lady omitted, had not only marry- 
ed her ſelf twice, but was the third time in 
Treaty, for a third Husband; and if ſhe goes 
on as ſhe has begun, and with the ſame 
good Luck, ſhe may poſſibly ſwell them to a 
Number proportionate to her Inclinations, 

Not ſatisfyed at being omitted (tho by 
her Birth, ſhe could not have been menti- 
oned to the Glory of that Illuſtrious Fami- 


ly into which ſhe had the happy Fortune to 


bethrown) the Praiſe of another ſhe thought 
a Reflection upon her ſelf, and never ceas d 

erſecuting the Prince her Son with all the 
Malice and Invectives ſhe could invent, to 
cauſe him to commit Hardſhips upon the 
Perſon that had dared to confine the Ubi- 


quitary Sex, to the Pleaſure of a ſingle 
Embrace; chough true it is, no Woman of 


juſt, of ſtrict, of diſtinguiſhing Vertue, eycr 
admitted a Second. 

Another of Quality, not interior, who was 
taken notice of for her exalted Pride, per- 
ſecuted her Son-in-Law, who had' had the 
deſerved Conſideration that his Merit claim- 
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ed, and would have him to reject the Author, 
though in the juſt Diſtribution, her own 
Daughter had met with the juſt Praiſe that 


d Horatio, 
with a Smile, has ſure been very ill us d by 
what he calls that undiſtinguiſhing Sex, tho 
by his Form one would ſcarce believe it; 
or he would hardly have digreſſed ſo much 
to their Prejudice, and given us Cauſe to 
deſire him to return to his Subject; what- 
ever he ſays meets with ſuch Approbation, 
that we cannot but be angry at the Narrow- 
neſs ot our Memory, which would retain all 
that one hears from ſo juſt a Speaker, and ſuf- 
fers but with Pain (as it will happen in Diſ- 
courſes of any length) the laſt ſtill to get the 
Precedence of the firſt in our Remembrance. 

| humbly ſtand corrected, ſays the Count, 
] was then angry, but not for my ſelf, twas 
Lady I ſabella's little Diſcernment, who was 
drawn to make a Choice which had been 
beneath an ordinary Gentle woman, and yet 
it was That of a Prince, great by Title, 


her Youth and Beauty deſerved. 
Monſieur le Cunt, interrupte 


little by Merit, one who could no more un- 
derſtand than deſerve her Charms; fruitful 
in nothing but ill Nature, Spleen, and Nar- 
rowneſs of Soul: haughty both to his King 
and Miſtreſs, obſtinate and imparient even 
of Royal Commands, but from the Spirit 
of Contradiction not Principle; lewd in his 
Nature, low and promiſcnous inhis Amours, 
void of all Delicacy, rigid, penurious, and 
ſnarling to his Attendants, often chaſtizing 


them 
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them for imaginary Faults with real Blows 
from his own Hand; whimſical, offenſive, 
never to be pleaſed but with Novelty, and 
yet a Moment's time puts an end to that 
Novelty. How the good Temper and Pru- 
dence of his Princeſs has been able to wade 
with Cheirtfulneſs through this Sea of ſtor- 
my Diſconsent, is a Miracle! but ſomething 
fure of Mortification is due to her, for the 
Cataſtrophy that befel her other unhappy 
Husband. 

Count Alaricꝶ having been defeated here, 
mage his Tour of Gallantry through ſeveral 
Nations; he had once like to have been ſur. 

Prized by a4 Man of Quality in his Bed- 
Chamber, and eſcaped fo narrowly, that he 
was forced, at the hazard of his Neck, to 
ſave his Perſon by a Leap from a high Win- 
dow ; but it did not happen fo well with 
the poor Lady, for her angry Lord, though 
no longer Jealous ſince convinced, inhu- 
manly cut her to Pieces updn the Spot: 
neither her Prayers, Repentance, Youth, or 
Beauty, could prote& her : The other Half 
of his Rage had eſcaped, he was therefore 
reſolved that he ſhould ſuffer for the Whole, 
and the better to ſatisfy his Caprice, and 
to make it be thought that he had waſhed 
away the Pollution with the Villain's Blood, 
he caus'd it to be reported, that That was 
the Body of the Perſon who had diſho- 
noured his Family, and ſtain'd his Bed; 
whence the Rumour ran in moſt Coun- 
tries, that Count Alarick had been — 
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ed, murthered and hew'd to Pieces upon the 


Inſtant. 


Happy had it been for Annagild Princeſs 
of Dacia, if ſo it had proved; then had ſhe 


never found her ſelf ſenſible of thoſe 


Charms which have caus'd her Misfortunes: 
It was in the Court of the Prince her Fa- 
ther, that the Count refuged himfelf againſt 
his implacable Adverſaries. I am perſuaded, 
my Lords, that Merit is not always neceſ- 
ſary towards ſubduing the moſt meritorious 
of the Fair Sex; there's a Knack, beſides a 
lucky Hit; don't you ſee worthleſs Fellows 
that have nothing to recommend them, and 
little elſe to divert, always ſucceed in this? 
The Women will have a Man's whole Time, 
or elſe they have no Part in his Heart; this 
the Idle, and thoſe who are not acceptable 
among People of Learning and Senſe, can 
do. I have heard ſome Ladies confeſs, 
That they could have no real Regret, or ever 
regard him as a Lover, who ſuffer'd Intereſt, 


Devoir, Devotion, or any Avocation, to 


interfere with their Paſſion ; and that till a 
Man was inſenſible of Property, Friends, 
Duty, Affection, he was not worthy to be 
called a Lover ; nay, they ſcruple to confer 
the Dignity upon any that retains the leaſt 


Share of common Senſe, or the Taſte of 


Meat and Wine; for your true Lover, ſay 
they, muſt neither eat nor drink ; he ſhould 
have an Appetite for nothing but his Mi- 
ſtreſs; and whatever is the Subject of 9 
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Diſcourſe, he ought always to center it in 
the Perſon he adores. | 

I underſtand that Count Alarick poſſeſſed 
theſe Accompliſhments in Perfection; by 
his Aſſiduity he had gain'd Princeſs Anna- 
gilda's Heart, but Deſtiny had not reſolv'} 
them for each other. The Prince of Dacia, 
had juſt concluded with the Rhetian Ambaſ- 
ſador, who was come on the Part of that 
Prince, to demand her in Marriage. What 
tid the not ſay, to find her ſelf made a Sa. 
crifice of State? How did ſhe regret her 
Birth, that determined her to be made an 
Offering to Intereſt, rather than tender In- 
clination? How did ſhe envy the lowly 
Cottage-Maid, who knew no Dignity but 
what was conferr'd by Love? How often 
would ſhe have abandon'd that Royalty, that 
unwieldy Air of Greatneſs, to have fixed 
in ſome eaſy, humble, ſafe Retreat with 
Count Alarick, her Lover and her Friend? 
*Tis believed ſhe would have fled with him 
away, but her Inclinations having been diſ- 
covered by his Indiſcretion, ſhe was care- 
fully guarded, yet with the utmoſt Secrecy, 
left the Report of this unhappy Paſſion, 
ſhould fill the Wings of the Goddeſs Fame, 
and fly abroad to the Prejudice of the young 
Princeſs's Glory, who, in vain, caſt her 
ſelF at the Prince of Zacia's Feet, to beg he 
would grant her at leaſt, ſome time, to get 
over her Misfortune and firſt Inclination, 
that fo the might by her Compliance, en- 


deavour to render her ſelf worthy of 
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it in the Honour ſhe had of being his Daugh- 


[CIs 

Mem Mean time the Prince of Rhetia was not 
1; by Þ leſs ingaged, though more criminally ; he 

Ann. had a Miſtreſs named —_— who for a 
efoly'} long time, had held over him a deſpotick 
Dacia, Sway; but as there are very few Affections 
Imbaſ. but what die of themſelves, eſpecially if 
of that unoppoſed, becauſe Difficulties, like the 

What fanning Winds, make the Flame burn 
e a N. fiercer, and render it more bright and tow- 
et her ering; ſo the Prince finding it for the Good 
ade an of lis State, that he ſhould provide them 
der In- Poſterity, and ſated with the long and full 

lowly Poſſeſſion of Rodegund, having heard much 
ity but of the Princeſs Annagilda's Charms, ſent 
„often his Ambaſſadors to demand her: When all 
ty, that Matters were adjuſted, and his Bride made 
e fixed ſuch by Proxy, he came to his Miſtreſs, and 


it with ! deſired her to depart the Court, without 
lend? Thoughts of a Return, till ſhe had a Per- 
th him Þ miſſion, from himſelf ; that in Compliance 
en dif. with his Counſel, he had been forced to 
1s care- marry the Princeſs of Dacia, who was a 
Secrecy, J Lady too young and beautiful to receive ſo 
Paſſion, I early a Diſguft, and of ſuch a Nature, as 
Fane, the Preſence of à beloved Miſtreſs would 


e young sive. Nor muſt her ſelf expect ro make a 
aſt her very good Figure, amidſt the Carefles he 
beg he ſhould be obliged to beſtow upon a Bride ſo 
to get charming : That he begg'd her Pardon for 
ination, not asking her Advice upon a Matter of ſo 
ce, en- great Importance; that he did not do it, 
rthy of ecauſe either way, as a Friend, or Lover, 

e | it 
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it muſt have given her Confuſion to ſpeak 
againſt his, or her own Intereſt ; therefore 
in Tenderneſs he had ſpared, and ſhould al. 
ways reſpect her, beyond every Ihing but 
his Devoir, and not be fonder of any 
3 than of giving her Teſtimonies 
A Ty | OE. 
Haughty Rodegund, who had Cunning az 
well as Pride, heard what the Prince of 
Rhetia faid, as a definitive Sentence ; ſhe 
juſtly imagined her Blandiſhments would be 
but vainly apply'd: Her Power was depart- 
ed, and of that, the aſſured her ſelf by his 
voluntary Marriage, for whatever he had 
ſaid of his Council ſhe knew was nothing 
but Pretence. Who, without any Motive 
or Sollicitations, gives away a Jewel, that 
they yet are fond of ? She ran over theſe, 
and ſeveral other Conſiderations in a Mo- 
ment. III could fhe bear that Change of 
Scene, ill exchange the Government of 2 
Court and Kingdom, for that Solitude, and 
Decline of Power, that were going to be 
her undoubted Companions. She was not 
ignorant that the Prince was the Sun which 
nad influenced thoſe. Court-Adulations ſhe 
had met with; and that when he was {et 
to her, ſhe ſhould be deſpicable, forlorn, 
and no longer regarded as of any moment, 
What cou d ſhe do? Tears and Complaints 
were vain ; this had none of the Air cf 


thoſe Diſguſts, which in the Morning of 


their Love, ſo ſweetly endear'd them to 
each other, and made the Pleaſure of Re- 
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to ſpeak conciliation greater than had been the Pain 
herefore I of Separation. The little God is ſo good an 
ould al. W Occonomiſt, as never to ſuffer thoſe who 
ing but WW are his- Vaſſals, to be wanting of either 
or any WW Joy, or Affliction; they always reſide to- 
imonies WW gether in the ſame Heart, where they ſub- 
| fiſt of themſelves, and maintain alternate 
ming 3 WM Sway. 
rince of Rodegund let fall ſome graceful Tears, 
Ice ; ſhe which gave her an Air of tender Regret, 
vould be W very moving and ſerviceable to her, for that 
 depart- ¶ it left a grateful Impreſſion upon her Lover's 
by his Heart. She told him, That as her Beauty, 
he had Vertue, and Honour, had been early Victims 
nothing to his Deſires, ſhe ſhould fill be ready to 
Motive facrifice all Things, even her Life, to make 
vel, that his eaſy. Her Buſineſs had ever been to 
er theſe, obey, and not to diſpute; therefore now 
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n a Mo. ſhe would not be wanting in her Duty: 
1ange cf Her only Requeſt was, That he would pleaſe 
ent of 2 to remember her with ſome Compaſſion, 
ude, and WW for that ſhe was going to be, not the 
g to moſt unhappy, but moſt deſpicable Woman 


living, only for having made him Happy: 
un which Since ſhe well knew nothing upon Earth, 
tions ſhe was ſo great an Object of Reproach and Mi- 
e was ſet ſery, as an abandoned Miſtreſs. 
forlorn, His Highneſs told her, he would take ſuch 
moment, W care of her Circumſtances as ſhould ſecure 
mplaints W iter againſt Contempt; the World was no 
e Air of WW longer rigid, to any but the Indigent. There 
rning of indeed, an Offence to Vertue was Immor- 
them to al; for though the Repentance of the Poor 
e of Re. proved never ſo ardent and exemplary, thoſe 
con- others 
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others of the Sex, that had not yet either 
been guilty, or difcover'd, would never 


countenance but condemn, and cry fie upon 


her for a naughty Creature, I deteſt the 
Thoughts of her, 1 would not for the World 
be ſeen to ſpeak to her, or forgive her ſhe is 
ſo wicked; and preſently ſteps into her Coach 
to go to Cards, or to take the Air, or Col- 
lation with the Miſtreſs of a King, a Prince, 
or any Man, who has a Mind to ſupport 
| His with Equipage and Expence. So that 
the Fault is not in the Want of Vertue, but 
the Want of Quality and Money, both 
which he had ſecured her againſt, and would 
always take care of her Intereſt as much as 
of his w m. 

Rodegund, ſeeing his Highneſs was pleas'd 
to turn her moſt ſerious Complaints into 
Raillery, grew infinitely mortify'd at it, and 
concluded that painful Interview, with tel. 
ling him ſhe would ſo punctually obey, that 
her Behaviour ſhould extend even to his 
Thoughts, which ſhe did not doubt were 
leſs in favour of her, than were his Words. 
Therefore ſhe would ſpeak to them, and 6 
emphatically, as abſolutely to retire, to be 
ſeen no more in any Viſits; nor would ſhe 
maintain Converſition at home, but in al 
Things that depended on her ſelf, be what 
he would wiſh to have her. The Prince, 
tranſported at her Compliance, returned her 
his Thanks with ſuch an Air, that ſhe knew 
he was infinitely pleas'd; who after having 


embraced her in his Arms, and took Trace 
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The Miſtreſs retired indeed, but it was to 
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wel of her LING left a Kiſs upon her Hand ; 
ad gaind a moſt important 
Victory, departed in Triumph, perhaps with 


| 25 much Pleaſure at foregoing, as he once had 


had 1n n So humourous and change- 
ffections that have not Ver- 


brood over her imaginary Wrongs, and to 
meditate a Revenge upon that innocent Beau- 


ty, who had occaſioned her Diſgrace; which 


if ſhe could but effect, ſhe thought her Re- 


turn to Court and Favour, would certainly 


be the Conſequences: A very remote View, 


| and yet Fortune, that delights in Change, 


favoured her, even beyond her own Expecta- 
tions. 


Annagilda, much againſt her Inclinations, 


was forced to give her Hand to the Rhetian 
| Ambaſſador for his Maſter ; but when that 


was done, ſhe endeavour'd alſo to give the 
Prince her Heart. The unlucky Count was 
ready to die: He! the moſt fortunate, un- 
fortunate Lover, that ever had been born, 
aways beloved, and yet never ſucceſsfu] ! 
The Princeſs reſiſted his earneſt Intreaties to 
bring her to a Rendezvous, and ſent her Go- 
verneſs (whom with Tears, Prayers, and 
Preſents, ſhe had gain'd) to tell him he 


muſt no more remember Annagilda, but as 


Wife to the Prince of Rheria. 


Noſaline was the Lady Governeſsd Name, 
de had the Honour of bringing up the 
Princeſs, preferable 5 thoſe of greater Qua- 
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lity and Merit; but a Miſtreſs of the Prince 
her Sovereign, had procured her that Em- 

loyment, an Employment which ought to 
fave come from any Recommendation ra- 
ther than that of a Miſtreſs. She was none 
of the Rigid; her Behaviour had enough of 
Complaiſance, to make the young Beauty 
rather love than fear her. Lady Governeſs' 
Inclinations to Gallantry and Aſſemblies, 
caus'd that little Court to abound in Mu- 
ſick, Balls, gay Converſation of the Modith, 
moſt Spirituel; and in ſhort, with whatever 
could divert the Mind, or accompliſh the 
Perſon. Roſaline penetrated not ſo far, as to 
trouble her ſelf with moral Inſtructions, and 
muſty Maxims ; Requiſites of a College, ra- 
ther than a Court. Count Alarick ſhined 
in all theſe Amuſements, and being an ex- 
cellent Dancer, had the Honour often to 
engage the Princeſs, whence he gain'd thoſ: 
Opportunities of an entire Victory over her 
young and tender Inclinations. 

Madam, the Governeſs, had often beheld 
him with an Eye of Approbation, but be- 
ing then engaged in an Amour, that ſhe 
was forc d to leave behind her when the de. 
parted for the Rhetian Court, found her ſeli 
under no ſuch Neceſſity, as afterwards, of 
making Advances to the Count, She was 48 
gay and girliſh as any Lady of Fifty could 
be, with a Reſolution in ſpight of Time, 
never to grow Old, nothing of that ſtanding 
could be more amorous than was her 1 


dyſhip: She had alſo the Remains of 1 
15 8 lovely 
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Prince Þ lovely Youth, but yet we all know how fee- 
it Em- ble thoſe Remains are: Without too faith- 
ughtto fol a Memory of a Seaſon fo long ſince paſt, 
on ra- ſhe thought her ſelf as handſome as at fif- 
is none teen, and if ſhe had not the Charms of one 
ugh of of that Age, in Recompence, ſhe had, at leaſt, 
Beauty Þ double the Vanity. | 
erneſs's When ſhe was to tell the Count, all that 
>mblies, ſhe ought to have done, from a young La- 
in Mu- dy ſollicitous of her Glory, ſhe exchanged 
Modith, her Precepts for Compaſhon, and inſtead of 
rhatever telling him the Princeſs was. reſolved to be 
liſh the cruel, ſeem'd to wonder how ſhe could be 
Ir, as to ſo to a Perſon of the Count's Make. He 
ons, and immediately clos'd in with the favourable 
ege, ra- Sentiments that Roſaline had for him, and 
: ſhined I beſides the Complements, which thoſe ſhe 
g an ex- beſtowed extorted from him, he told her, 
often to That twas his Misfortune, in knowing a 
1'd thoſe Lady of her Charms, not to have a Heart 
over her to devote to her; but if ſhe would but ſome- 
times honour him with the Delights of her 
n beheld © Converſation, he would do all that was in 
but be: him, to render himſelf worthy, and inſen- 
that ſhe © ſible to any other. 
en the de- Thus circumſtanced, they entered the 
d her ſel: Nherian Court; the Count in Diſguiſe and 
vards, of without the Princeſs's Knowledge, who 
he was 25 WF notwithſtanding the little Care the Lady 
ifty could Governeſs had taken to fix her Vertue, had 
of Time, WW from her own good Inclinations, a Fund 
t ſtanding WF ſufficient to accompliſh her. She forbad Ro- 
s her I. ſaline, ever to deliver her any Meſſage from 
ins of 4 the Count, nor wou'd ſo much as hear how 


lovely G 2 he 
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he had taken thoſe Orders ſhe had ſent him 
never to approach her more. Whatever 
were her inward Avocations, ſhe ſeem d all 
reſign d, pleas'd and happy, with the Prince 
her Lord. 

Rodegund had retired, but not into the 
Country, becauſe that would be too far for 
the Intelligence which the wanted; ſo dili- 
gent and profuſe was ſhe, that not a Perſon 
ot any Conſideration, that came with the 
Princeſs out of Dacia, or that attended about 
the Perſon of the Lady Governeſs, but 
what ſhe had brib'd and bought. So that ſhe 
quickly became acquainted with Count Ala. 
rick's Pretenſions, knew that he was come 
Incognito, and in Diſguiſe, to the Rhetian 
Court, and that he was ofen at Roſoline's 
Lodgings, contiguous to thoſe of the Prin- 
ceſs s. 

Frequent Converſations with the Count, 
together with his dextrous Conduct, fo in- 
flamed the combuſtible Fury, that ſhe burnt 
inceſſantly for him. He that had the fair 
Idea of the moſt lovely Princeſs breathing, 
fixed upon his Mind and Heart, could be 
but little ſenſible of the unnatural Ardors 
of a Beldam, who became more and more 
nauſeous to him, the more he became charm- 
ing to her : However, he did not make ap- 
pour his Diſeuſt, but wrought her up, by 

is Inchantments, to ſuch a Degree of Infa- 
tuation, that there was nothing ſhe would 
not have promis'd to poſſeſs him; nay, even 


to have paid her own Life as the Price; 
there- 
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therefore ſhe did not ſcruple to engage 


| her ſelf by repeated Oaths, to give him one 
Opportunity of diſcourſing, for the laſt 
time, with the Princeſs alone, ſo to up- 
braid her with her Perjury, and ſhew her 
his Indignation for abandoning bim; after 
which, he ſaid, he would never think o“ 
* Annagilda more, but entirely devote himſelf 
to the Pleaſures of her Arms. 


Madam, the Governeſs, knew it would 


be a Work of greater length than her Im- 
patiency could brook, to win the Princeſs 
to this Interview, and therefore reſolved to 
ſurprize and betray her into it. This ſhe 
propoſed to the Count, who would have 
agreed to any Conditions, to have been once 
more bleſt with the Poſſibility of ſpeaking 
to Annagilda, whom he did not doubt, con- 
ſidering the Incantation of his Perſon, but 
| to influence ſo far, as that the might prove 
willing to make him hereafter happy in a 
continu'd Converſation ; but ſince this 


View of his was directly oppoſite to what 


he had inſinuated to Madam the Governeſs, 
he kept his Thoughts to himſelf, and ſuffer- 
eld her to run what Lengths of Impertinence 


the pleaſed upon their future Happineſs and 


| Preſent Affairs, which being long debated, 
ended in a Reſolution, that the next Night 
when the Prince ſhould be with his Cabi- 


net-Counſel, which generally engaged him 
till late, Roſaline upon Pretence of Illneſs, 
ſhould give the Princeſs a lonely Invitation 
to her Lodgings, where ſhe would receive 

I her 
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her in the Bed-Chamber; the Count ſhould 
be concealed behind the Curtains, from 
whence, when he was come, tlie Governeſs 
thould depart the Room, and ſecure the 
Door, that none might ſurprize or interrupt 
them. 

The Scene was laid thus for Aunagildas 
Ruin; Annagilda ! who was born vertuous, 
and with the very worſt Education, had 
been able to ſtem the Tide of powerful 
Inclination when once her Duty obliged her 
to turn the Current. Annagilda] who, 
whatever ſhe endured, never complaind, 
nor would indulge her ſelf in the ſmalleſt 
Particular, when it was contrary to that 
Glory which ſhe was fond of, and that 
Strictneſs of Behaviour, which ſhe reſoly'd 
with her ſelf ought to be inſeparable from 
Women that were marryed, and had Ho- 
nour. Annagilda ! who was chaſte by Na- 
ture, and not for want of Temptation. An- 
nagilda ! who had lov's to ſuch a degree, as 
to be willing to abandon Grandour and Am- 
bition ; and yet could reſiſt, nay, reject that 

ove, when 1t could be no longer innocent- 
ly preſerved; yet, behold and pity her 
with never ceaſing Compaſſion ; behold 
her falling a Victim to Revenge and 
Malice! : | | 

Rodegund's accurſed Gold, had made her 
Spies diligent: Mad im the Governeſs's chief 


Woman, was upon the Watch for all Ad- 


vantages, and heard the deteſtable Contri- 


vance between her Lady. and the Count) 
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ſhe immediately poſted away with it to the 
revengefu] Miſtreſs who rewarded her above 
her Hopes, and further told her, if ſhe would 
be juſt, and certain in her Intelligence to 
her, the Moment the Princeſs was entered 
the Lady Governeſs's Chamber, the would 
give her enough to make her an envy'd 
Fortune; and leſt the ſhould loſe time by 
coming fo far as her Houſe, the appointed 
a Chamber in the Palace, which Nodegund 
had the Command of, where this Emiſſary 
ſhould attend her with the News; and be- 
cauſe ſhe would free her from all Deſpon- 
dence, told her, ſhe ſhonld be that mo- 
ment received into her Family and Pro- 
tection, or rewarded with Gold enough to 
give her the Choice of any Place through 
vw. whole World to reſide in with Splen- 
or. 

This was doing Things to the Purpoſe. 
Rodegund was diligent and cruel, and her 
Spy too punQual ; no ſooner had the brought 
the fatal Certainty, that the Princeſs and 
the Count were alone together (tor the 
had been ſo lucky to her ſelf, to ſee her de- 
teſtable Miſtreſs turn the Key of the Þed- 
Chamber upon them) but the mercileſs. 
Rodegund flew to the Room adjoining to the 
Cabinet where was the Prince : One of the 
Council, who had been made by her, (and 
was {till grateful, a Vertue rarely found in 
Courts, when Perſons have no longer the 
Power of obliging) attended by Appoint- 
ment, and no ſogner heard that all was fix- 


U 4 
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ed, but he ſcratched at the Door of the Ca. whom yo. 
| binet, where as yet were but two of the Affection: 
Counſellors ; one came to open it to him, The Pi 
whom he whiſpered to depart, for there no more 
would be no Council held that Night, and] be ſure t 
that what he ſaid was by the Prince's Or. Charge, 
ders; in like manner he got rid of the other, I pay the | 
and then luckily introduced Rodegund veil'd, þ ci, who: 
himſelf waiting without, to prevent any with the 
one's Approach. Guard. 

She had taken care to dreſs her fair Hair I ven to th 
and Complexion in all the Heightninęs of ber, whe 
graceful Mourning ; ſo that raiſing her Cy- ing with 
pots Veil, the Prince was ſtruck with the Prince cc 

uſtre of her Eyes, and the Gloſs of her immedia 
Skin: Having not ſeen, or ſcarce thought Þ with his 
of her in ſo long a time, ſhe appeared al- Officers, 
moſt as a new Face to him. She ſaw with (who ha 
Pleaſure the delightful Bluſh that flufhed Þ with à 5! 
into his Cheeks; but not to loſe a Moment, Diſguiſe. 
more than needed, of that Time which was dinary C 
ſo precious, I hope, ſaid ſhe, your Highneſs | 4 Dei 
will forgive me, for breaking your laſt, but I to have 
cruel Commands; nothing but the Concern || thoſe gui 
of your own Honour, could have introdu- Þ have the 
ced me. The Princeſs Annagilda is unfaith- complea 
ful, ſhe is now in the moſt criminal Cir- out the 
cumſtances with Count Alarick, with whom vop'd « 
ſhe had an Intriegue, as all the Dacian: Þþ bid her) 
know, before her Marriage; if you dare ral to b 
be convinced, do not ſtay to heſitate, but I him to t 
follow me without Noiſe to the Scene of I Guard 
their guilty Joys, where you ſhall find for Þ Laly-Gi 
whom wicked 
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cil, who was Rodegand's Friend, join'd them 
with the Captain and Lieutenant of the 
Guard. They came filently and ſwiftly, e- 
ven to the Door of that unhappy Bed-cham- 
ber, where the accurs'd Roſaline was in wait- 
ing with the Key in her Hand, which the 
| Prince commanded from her; the Door was 
immediately opened, he enter d the Room 
with his Sword drawn, preceeded by the two 
Officers, and found the lovely Annagilda 
(who had apparently been weeping) alone 
with a Stranger, who, notwithſtanding his 
»ment, Diſguiſe, a 
dinary Quality. 
ghneſs Þ i 

to have clear d the Princeſs's Vertue from 
thoſe guilty Appearances; nothing leſs durſt 
have the Preſumption to endeavour it; to 
compleat her Ruin, ſhe immediately, with- 
out the Power of making her own D 
drop'd down into a Swoon. The Prince 
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wꝛhom you abandoned my fincere and faithful 
Affections. 


no more to her, but bid her lead on, and 
de ſure that ſhe made good her infamous 
| Charge, or elſe her Head ſhould certainly 


| Guard to be ſet upon Annagilda, and the 


The Prince ſtruck as with Thunder, ſaid 


pay the Forfeit. That Lord of the Coun- 


peared to be a Perſon of no or- 


A Deity from above ſcarce had been able 


efence, 


bid her Woman be called, and cauſed his Ri- 
ral to be taken away; having commanded 
him to the Dungeon of the Caſtle, and a 


Lady-Governeſs, he gave his Hand to tlie 
wicked e and led her 155 
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his own Apartment, he immediately order- 
ed his Chariot to be brought, and, late as 
it was, took her with him to a Houſe of 
Pleaſure he had three Leagues out of Town, 
leaving Orders that he ſhould not be fol- 
lowed by any one, becauſe he would be alone 
to pauſe upon his Misfortunes. 

| hold it impoſſible to expreſs the Royal 
Annagilda's Sentiments and Sorrow. Upon 
the Recovery of ber Knowledge, ſhe asked 
to ſpeak with her Lord? ſhe conjured thoſe 
that were her Guard, to let her ſpeak with 
her Husband, who had been falſely prejudi- 
ced againſt her. Roſaline, too late and too 
inſignificantly accus d her ſelf as the Cauſe 
of theſe Misfortunes that had happened: 
none, or very few believed them to be ir- 
nocent, unleſs it were the illuſtrious Prin- 
ceſs Dowager, who knew Fortune and Ac- 
cidents too well to judge by Appearances, 
Her unhappy Daughter-in-Law, ſent to de- 
fire ſhe would have the Goodneſs to afford 
her ſome Moments of Audience. She came, 
where the graceful Annagilda expreſſed her 
Gratitude and Acknowledgements for the 
Favour; then falling upon her Knees, wept 
the Fate of her departed Glory, and 
gave ſuch a pathetick and impartial Rela- 
tion of her Adventures and Misfortunes, 
as entirely engaged the Dowager in her In- 
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to receive the Honour of introducing her 
into your Acquainrance. Time may be truly 


ſaid to ſtand ſtill in relation to this Lady; 
we learn by her prodigious Knowledge of 


all Things, that ſo much Experience cannot 


be obtained without a long Application, or 
elſe in looking on her, you would believe 
ſhe were ſtill otherwiſe able to engage Hearts; 
nor does the Recital of her Power ſeem diſ- 


taſteful to her; for who can be truly dif-- 


pleaſed with pleaſing ? She is a perf: ct Mi- 
ſtreſs of ſeveral Languages, not only what 
they ſay, but what they mean: Her Wir is 
too unbounded to be confined only to the 
Pale of the Sex; ſhe takes in with her pro-- 
digious Views, Nature, Philoſophy, and: 


Hiſtory, which are her Intimates: Nothing, 


can be more debonair than her Temper ; 
She is the Life, the Soul of living ; all 
Things ſeem gay, eaſy, and graceful near 
her, and ſhe is e the only Woman in 
the World, whoſe Company fo infinitely 
pleaſes, that if ſhe were younger, ſhe could 
not do it more; nor has one any Deſires near 
her, but always to ſee her, and ſtill to ſee: 
her ſuch as the is. 1 

No Lady has ever been more a Friend to 
Gallantry, ſhe always inſpires the niceſt; 
whence it is, that her little Court may vie with 


the greateſt for Politeneſs. She had all the 


Humanity and tender Compaſſion that was 


poſſible for the ynhappy Anuagilda's Mis- 
Tortune, and never left 


| ſoliciting the Prince 
ter Son. to her Adyantage ;. whether he: 
| | Were. 
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were convinced of her Innocence, is un- 
certain; but as ſmall a Heroe as he was, he 
had learned to ſpeak from the Greateſt, and 
to cry out with Ceſar, That his Wife ſhould 
not be ſo much as ſuſpec ted. Therefore con- 
certing the Matter, as well as they could 
with the Prince of Dacia, ſhe was privately 
conducted to a Caflle of the Prince her Fa. 
thers, without the Permiſſion of ſeeing her 
| Husband. She remains a Sort of Royal Pri. 
ſoner at large, amuſing her ſelf with what 
innocent Diverſions he can find in the 
Field, and among her Domeſticks; where 
1 am afraid ſhe will have leiſure enough to 
regret that ever ſhe heard the Name of Count 

Alarick 
1 had the Honour of often pleafing the 
Prince, and acquitting my ff in ſeveral 
Services wherein he had employed me: One 
Evening he cauſed me to be introduced into 
his Cloſet, where he gave me a Warrant to 
receive at the Dead of the Night the Perſon 
of Count Alarick from the Goaler, toge- 
ther with a Commiſhon which he command- 
ed me not to open till I came to the firf 
Town within the Territories of the barba- 
rous Flans, A Party of Ho ſe with all ne- 
ceſſary Conveniences met me at the Priſon- 
Gate; one of the Ports was kept open for 
us. We began our Journey, dark as it was, 
and travelled with Precipitation, till we 
were out of the Rhetian Territories: From 
whence we have never allowed our ſelves 
any more Refreſhment than what was of Fa 
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Morning, which has thrown me into a Con- 


Thing equal to it. 


* Horatio and his Excellency did not fail to 
return him their Acknowledgments, with 
| Expreſſions how much they were pleas'd ; 
at the ſame time tenderly regretting the 
| Fate of the lovely Princeſs Annagilda, de- 
| teſting Rodegynd's Cunning az 
Malice. They amus'd themſelves for ſome 
| time, at gueſſing what could be the Reſult 
ok the Count's Commiſſion, and at the De- 
ſtiny of Count Alarick, They did not ſup- 


him till after Dinner; the Snow 


ſolute Relief to Nature, till this happy 


verſation ſo agreeable, that I may meaſure 
the World, before I can hope to find any 


Thus ended Count St. Gironne's Memoirs. 


dextrous 


poſe the Prince deſigned he ſhould be mur- 


| thered, becauſe he could have effected that, 
without giving himſelf the Pain, and others 
the Fatigue of ſending him to a Country ſo 
| barbarous and remote. They concluded, that 
| he was to be diſpoſed of into ſome Priſon, 
there to languiſh out a miſerable Life never 
to be heard of more. 
them, if it were his good Fortune to find 
| them upon his Return, he ſhould be able to 
give a more perfect Account, and that he 
ö would be as diligent as poſſible, ſince he 
could not hope to find any thing diverting, 
or even to encounter but with terrible of: 
jects, *till he was ſo fortunate to ſee them 


Count Gironne told 


again. 8 

Monſieur. E' Envoye would not part with 
that in- | 
ceſlantly 
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ceſſantly fell, and had done ſince Day-break, 
ſeem'd to favour the Inclinations of thoſe 
who wilh'd not to be ſoon divided. The 
Count ſent a Complement to Alarict, and 
| begg'd. to be excuſed, fince he muſt that 
Day deny himſelf the Honour of waiting 
upon him at Dinner, to eat with him, as 
had been his Cuſtom. fince they began their 
Journey. 

Horatio begg'd the Count's Excuſe for his 
impertinent Intruſion, but he told him he 
cou'd not forbear to aſk how the Criminal 
behav'd himſelf in ill Fortune, and the Ap- 
prehenſions he ſeem'd to have of what waz 

ike to befal him ? 1 wou'd know, continud 
he, with Monſieur Le Count's Permiſſion, 
whether his Soul be unſhaken ; going upon 
'a wrong Principle 1 do not expect much 
Fortitude from him; I can never take that 
Man, either to have Senſe, or to be brave, 
that is not honeſt ? For who but a Villain 
can be guilty of Aſſaſſi nations? unleſs it 
were to revenge ſome Act of foul Ditho- 
nour, where the Criminal were not worthy 
to find fair Play for his Life; beſides hi 
Perſeverance and Perſecution of the poor 
Princeſs of Rhetia, was ſomething ſo immoral, 
that however it may paſs in the. School of 
Gallantry, I am ſure it will be condemn'd in 
that of Honeſty and Reaſon. 

Doubtleſs your Lordſhip is in the right 
reply'd Count St. Cironne; but as to the 
Priſoner, he does not ſeem to be apprehen- 
five of a rigid Deſtiny, becauſe, he ſays, he 
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was not guilty. I ſuppoſe he thinks this 
extraordinary Expedition is only to ſet him 
at Liberty; when we come to our Journey's 
End, he expects it, and J who am by no 


means fond of melancholy Complaints, do 
all I can to divert and 175 him in thoſe 


Thoughts; he expreſſes a World of Reg ret 
for the Princeſs's Diſgrace, and has often 
aſſur d me that nothing could be more un- 


deſerv'd. She was irreconcilable at their laſt 


Interview, and even wept with Anger and 
Rage, to find he ſtill perſiſted in a Paſſion, 


which in Regard of her Marriage, was be- 


come highly criminal ; nor could all that 


he faid, win her, to ſuffer him to be near her 


any longer, but vigorouſly preſſing his im- 
mediate Departure, he was juſt reſolv'd upon 
it in that fatal Moment when the Prince 
enter d upon him. | | 
Dear obliging Count, anſwer'd the Envoy, 
did you but know the Pleaſure of meeting 
thoſe of our own Country, after ſo long an 
Abſence from it, and who ſpeak ſo well as 
does your ſelf, you wou'd not wonder at my 
regretting every Moment of your Silence. 1 
have end ec inner ſhou'd not be ready 
till late, that I may poſſeſs the more of you 
whilſt 'tis preparing; forbear not to gratify 
this noble Romans Curioſity and mine, as 
to what, in the Eaſt, you found worthy 
Yours, It was in the late Emperor Leo the 
IV's time that I was at Co:/tzntinople, the 
Empreſs Irene was in Diſgrace, had been 
expell'd the Court, and carried her Son _ 
| | cr 
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her into Exile, and of ſo little Conſequence 
then, that ſhe was ſcarcely ſpoken of. Pray 
let me into ſomething of her Character 
and Hiſtory, thoſe of her Fayourites , and 
particularly that of Stauratius. 

Horatio is ſo much more capable, modeſtly 
reply'd the Count, that if his Lordſhip will 
but give himſelf the Trouble, your Satis. 
faction muſt be real; whatever comes from 
him, may be depended upon; whereas I 
only heard Things in common with other 
Strangers, and conſequently muſt report at 
random. | 1 

I promiſe my ſelf a new Sort of Satis- 
faction, reply d Horatio, in your Diſcourſe, 
becauſe I fhall be able to judge how much of 
it is Truth; tis pleaſing enough to hear 
what Sort of a Figure we, make in the 
Mouth of a Stranger. But to engage your 
Lordſhip more eaſily to oblige us, depen! 
upon it, if your Information, as to Matter 
of Fact, be not juſt, I will do my felt 
the Honour to fet you right in your Reli 
tion. | | 
The Count very well perceiv'd that Hora 
tio's Diſcretion wou'd not ſuffer him to ſay 
Things of the Conſtantinopolitan Court, which 

might reflect upon the Weakneſs of the 

Emperor, ſince in ſpeaking of him, one 

could not forget his Indolence, and thoſe 

other Weakneſſes that had ſufferd Irene and 

Stauratius, with five or ſix of their Crea- 

tures, to manage Affairs to the Excluſion 4 
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all thoſe who were either capable of the Ca- 
binet, Army, or who lov'd the ancient Glo- 
ry of the Empire. 

Therefore to oblige both, he began with 
telling them thus. Irene is a Greek, ( the 


now faſhionable Appellation for the Empire 
inſtead of Roman, a Word we very ſeldom 


hear mentioned in the imperial City) born 


at Athens ; her Mother brought her young 


to Conſtantinople, and by her Intriegue and 


| Management, became very well known to 
the whole Court, where when ſhe had 


once fix d her Daughter, ſhe thought ſhe had 


no more to manage, but gave up her ſelf 


to indulge her own vicious Appetites. 
Twould have ſomething the Air of a Prieſt, 
if I ſhou'd deſcant upon the Judgement that 
I have heard befel her; ſhe was a veryfcareleſs 
Speaker, not to ſay falſe, and at every 
Word us'd to reiterate and wiſh, ſhe might 
rot, and periſh alive, when the Matter in 
queſtion was never ſo untrue ; which ac- 
cordingly happen'd : Before ſhe dy'd, one 
half of her Body was ſo entirely mortify d, 


that as ſhe lay upon her Sick-Bed, the Fleſh 


was cut away to the very Bones. She ex- 


pir'd in an unlamented, ſtinking, loathſome 
Condition; a Warning to others how they 
make uſe of raſh Oaths, Curſes and Impre- 
| cations, as did this moſt abominable Wo- 
| man, Lewd for the ſake of Vice, her Incli- 
nations led her to that Sin which Poverty 
| does others, a Sin much more deteſtable than 


Proſtitution. Sure none but her ſelf, ever 
made 
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made Procuring their Choice; her Taſte ſerved to 
that way grew ſo ſcandalouſly peculiar, tha new inve 
| the was not contented to bring happy Lo- more unt 
vers together, but ſhe would be an Eye She fav 
Witneſs of their Happineſs. As in parti. well lik 
cular, a certiin Lady in the Empire, who! there, {h 
Lord was of conſular Dignity, vertuou Things fi 
till firſt ſeduced by this vicious Matron:W ling her, 
Sollicitations, and her own private Inclinr MW Name, a. 
tions for Gold, to wrong her Husband's to be dot 
Bed with a Perſon of the firſt Diſtin%o1, W Thing, 
who had been created of the Noi, lation, v 
and was then very agieeable, Jrenes Me ture, Cc 
ther cauſed a Door to be made from ha and Affe 
Houſe into that of the Lady whom the 2: WW ing Geni 
fected to be very fond of; this Door open fure, wh: 
Privately into a lower Room which ſhe kept to make 
the Key of her ſelf, where ſhe cauſed a bei whoſe Se 
to be ſet up: Here the Lovers met, but i her Beau 
the Patrician chanc'd to be too haſty, an Husba 
got to Bed before ſhe could make a thirh to thoſe 
ſhe would cry out to his Lordſhip to ſtop- for Slave 
and upon his Life to ſtay till ſhe came know n 
enerouſly riſing as often as they wanted any what the 
hing, and was very officious in providing rannical 
at her own Coſt, Cordials, Wine, Sweer but that 
meats, or any other Refreſhments; but i), © tune to 
upon Honour, he was not to embrace hi true it is 
Miſtreſs out of her Sight. This Story I ouſly ma 
mention to you as a very peculiar one ever abſc 
which has ſomething of a more vicious Tat That ſh 
in it than J have ever met with. I fan would rx 
this reverend Gentlewoman would have bei of bein, 
very eminent in the Court of TR, and mendati 
el ves 
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Taſte] ſerved to have furniſh'd out his Iſland with 


Ir, that N new invented Abominations, and Luſts 
py Lo- more unnatural than his own. 

un Eye. She ſaw her Daughter was fair, and very 
parti. well lik'd at Court: When firſt ſhe came 
, who! there, ſhe gave her in Charge, to make all 
ertuou Things ſubſervient to Intereſt, diſcreetly tel- 
latrons ling her, that Vertue was no more than a 
Inclin- Name, and Chaſtity leſs, ſince it was much 
as bands to be doubted whether there ever was ſuch a 
ingo Thing. That which went under the Appel- 


ins lation, was little other than Defect of Na- 
es Meg ture, Coldneſs of Conſtitution, Phlegm, 
om het and Affectation: She foreſaw Irene's tower- 

the 2. ing Genius, and upheld it, bidding her be 
open fure, whilſt her Charms were in their Bloom, 
ſhe kept to make her ſelf Friends, the Effects of 


d a Bea whoſe Services might remain to her when 
„ bur it her Beauty was gone; that as to Fidelity to 
iſty, an Husband, why, twas a very good Thing 
a thirch to thoſe whoſe Souls were by Nature fitted 
> ſtop— for Slavery, and who cou'd be contented to 
me— © know no other Pleaſures in living, than 
nted any WW what the ſcanty Scraps thrown out by a ty- 
rovidin; WF rannical penurious Maſter wou'd afford; 
Sweet. but that ſcarce any Lady, who had her For- 
but ſtih tune to make, ever did it by Regularity ; 
Trace hi true it is, that many have been advantagi- 

Story I ouſly married, but few were long happy, or 
iar ono ever abſolutely,unleſs they paſs'd over Forms. 
dus Taſef That ſhe foreſaw ſomething more great 


I fancy would mingle with her Character than that 
ave bee! of being a good Wife; deſpicable Com- 


* an mendation! and to be regarded only by 
eIves | 


thoſe 
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thoſe who could not riſe to a Niger or 
make themſelves conſiderable another way, 
That Fortune, ſhe hop'd, wou'd be more pro- 
prom to her, unleſs her own baſe, inborn 

ove of Money, ſhould traverſe it, which 
was a Vice ſhe by no means approv d >, 
ſince it never cou'd be of any Advantage t9 
thoſe who had it, and indeed was never 
good but to the Survivor, who happen'd to 
enjoy the Effects of what the Deceas'd hid 
ignominiouſly ſcrap'd together, 

The Emperor Onſtantine Coprenymns, 
thinking Jrene's Beauty and Wit deſerv4 
the imperial Purple, marry'd her to his Son 
Leo Auguſtus. Her reproachful Mother hay: 
nap to die, which left her alone to manage 

y her own Conduct. Her Dominion over 
her Lord became ſuch, as well anſwer d to 
her own haughty Temper, and thoſe Pre 
cepts that had been infuſed into her, di- 
viding her firſt Years between governing 
her Husband, and being govern'd by her 
Favourites, of which ſhe had ſeveral ; but 
he who is now Que ſtor, has retain d his firl 
Prerogative; a Perſon of as much Manage. 
ment as Cowardice, yet he can act ever 
Thing, but dares own nothing, even tha 
which it is a Fault for him to be ignorant of. 
e/Emilius knows excellently how to advan- 
tage himſelf by the Ingenuity and Invention 
of others, but in ſuch a Manner, that the 
Honour may abide to him; generally ve 
find the greateſt Projectors are Perſons ot 
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Wit, and puts them upon redreſſing the In- 


juries of. Fortune. e/Emilins got a Reputa- 
tion by hearing what could be ſaid by others; 


| ſo that when any had a Project in his Head, 


away he went to this States- man, who was 
ſure to reward him if good for little ; but 
on the contrary, if he heard any Thing 
that he himſelf deſir d the Reputation of, he 
would tell the unhappy Projector (after dex- 


trully finding what were his Inventions) that 
twas ſtrange People, not converſible with 


one another, ſhould happen to think the 


| fame Thing; that he had made the like 


Diſcovery, and was already executing it : 
But becauſe Ingenuity ought to be encou- 
rag d, if any Thing elſe occurr'd, he ſhould 


be fure to let him know, and he would 


take care to ſee him rewarded. 

Emiltas once found a Projector as vain 
as he was inventive; he would not reſign 
his Glory tho for Gold, which he needed 
more than Fame : He had hit on an Expe- 
dient to enlarge the Funds of the royal 
Treaſury, and he might have been very 
well paid for his Silence, if he could have 


kept it, and left the Honour to AÆAmilius, 


who was that Year Conſul ; but ſeeing his 


| offenſive Vanity prevail'd, the Patron took 


the Invention to himſelf, and threw off the 
Projetor, who became ſo mortify'd hy his 
il Uſage at Court, and ſo reduc'd by Pover- 
ty, that he periſh'd miſerably in a Priſon, 
his very Bed was taken from under him, 
without the Relief of a ſingle Denary, either 

| Tom 
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from Æmilius, or Sergius, another Sur-In-Nerace anc 
tendant of the royal Revenue, tho' the Ad. bad enga 
vantage of his Projects remain d to them, aN without 
well as the Reputation. this was a 
In the Reign of Leo IV, the King of the] ſeen. He 
Bulgari made a troubleſome, uncertain War with it, E 
upon the Empire, which ſometimes had the lingly ſuſ 
better, oftentimes the worſt. Ihe Barberia Wh. Tr. 
Monarch found Means, by the Prevalency ¶ conſpicue 
of his Gold, to have many Penſioners, eren feſting it 
in the Senate and Court of Conſtantinopl. Win its ow! 
Irene her ſelf, tho ſtyl'd Miſtreſs of the himſelf, 
World, and in Poſſeſſion of all Thrngs, was Court; Þ 
made his Spy upon her Husband's Deſigns I tine Aug 
by Virtue of that corrupting Metal. Leo hal which ii 
Intelligence with one of the King of Balg. J others, 
ria's Captains, who commanded a ſtrong N veigled ! 
Frontier Cittadel, that had formerly be- from Co 
longed to the Emperor: Irene, by her Wiles, I grace. 
made her ſelf Miſtreſs of this Secret, which Leo th 
ſhe ſold to a Barbarian King for twenty Ia. ¶ but Forc 
lents of Gold, and a Set of Jewels for her I Court, 
Perſon, Infamous Treachery ! to betray I diſorder! 
the Secrets of the Nuptial Bed when ſhe I her Call: 
was in no Neceflity : Her unbounded Ayz I becauſe. 
rice could have no Equivalents, but her own I to part v 
Pride and haughty ill Nature; yet fhe ſh cet Serv 
gloſs'd them over with an Air of Pleaſure I high, fo 
and Gallantry, which whilſt ſhe was yet dre nev 
young, agreed admirably with her Face and Empreſs 
Manner. of the 
The Emperor was well-afſur'd that Trex I ſelf only 
chery had been employ'd, he knew his De- Conſt anti 
ſigns were diſcover d, in hearing the Dif The En 
| grace 
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Sur.- In- grace and Death of the Governour, who 
he Ad. had engag'd to deliver him the Cittadel, 
hem, a {without any Crime objected againſt him; 
this was a Blow that was felt before: it was 
of the! ſeen. He well knew he had truſted but one 
in Wa with it, beſides his Wife, whom he unwil- 
had the N lingly ſuſpeded, and therefore tax'd her the 
rbarim Wat. Truth has ſomething ſo noble and 
valency N conſpicuous, that it ſeldom fails of mani- 
s, even feſting it ſelf, eſpecially when urged to ſpeak. 
atinople. I in its own Defence: The Miniſter acquitted 
of the himſelf, and the Empreſs was expelled t 
gs, was Court; bur working upon her Son Conſtan- 


Deſigns tive Aaguſtuss Yourh and native Temper, 

Leo had N which inclin'd him rather to be led by 

Buga. Nothers, than to go of himſelf, ſhe in- 
ſtrong veigled him ſo far as to make him withdraw 

rly be- from Court, and accompany her in her Diſ- 

Wiles, N grace. | | 

which Leo the Emperor us'd every Argument 
nty Tx ¶ but Force, to perſuade his Son to return to 


for her Court, and abandon his Mother. Irene's 
betray diſorderly Life was now the publick Theme, 

nen ſhe her Callantry became the more notorious, 
d Ays ¶ becauſe ſhe could not refolve with her ſelf 
ner own if to part with any Money, ſo neceſſary in ſe- 
yet the (iſ cret Services; they who are brib'd never fo 
Pleaſure I high, ſometimes will talk, but thoſe who 
was yet are never brib'd, will always do it. The 
ace and Empreſs believed her ſelf above the Tattle 
of the World, and therefore apply'd her 

t Trex I ſelf only to make an abſolute Conqueſt of 
his De- Conſtantine, which was not very difficult. 
he Dif- Ihe Emperor ſeeming to forget he was to 
grace | ſucceed 
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ſacceed him, abandon'd the Youth to a tota] 
Neglect as unworthy, in ſome fort deſpiſing 
him, when once he found he could not di- 
vide him from Irene; the Miniſters and 
Courtiers were too much ſo, not to follow 
their Monarch's Example, ſo that the Em- 
preſs and her Son ſeem'd to be forſaken by 
all but themſelves. 

Here the Empreſs laid the ſure Foundation 
of her future Greatneſs: Here ſhe applyed 
her ſelf, not to inſtruct, but to pervert the 
young Prince: He was, what may be terme 
good- natur d, but no Conjurer. His Incli- 
nations unactive, ſoft and ſupine: How far 
a liberal Education might have better'd 
them, we muſt not pretend to judge; be- 

cauſe under Vene s Care, he happened upon 
the very worſt She got an inſenſible Aſcen- 
dant over him, never ſpeaking to his Reafon, 
but his Pleaſures, never giving him to con- 
ſider he was one Day to reign for the Bene- 
fit of Mankind, but to indulge himſelt: 
Tis well he was not cruel, voluptuous, or 
actually evil, ſince the Empire Fas ſuffer 
ſo much by his not being actually good; the 
Encouragement all his Deſires met with by 
this artful Mother, wou'd have then made 
him another Nero, and caus'd Conſtantinople 
to blaze with Fires, obſcene as thoſe by 
which Rome was once deſtroy'd, 

Here, the then ſubmiſſive Stauracius, was 
introduced to his Favour, being the only 
Man of the Emperor Leo's Court, who paid 


his Duty to Conſtantine, and could bring 


him 
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him Intelligence of what was done there, 
He inſenſibly indear'd himſelf, and became 
neceſſary to their Converſation : Fraughr 
with Inſtructions from Irene, his only Buſi- 
neſs was to eſtabliſh Conſtantines good Opi- 
nion of his Mother, and to confirm him 
in his Reſolutions not to abandon the Em- 
preſs, who every Day ſuffered ſo much for - 
the Love of him. Stauracius continually ad- 
viſed him againſt ſubmitting himſe]t to the 
Emperor, by which means he might have 


regain'd his Favour, telling him, That the 


People, who never are acquainted with the 
Spring of Actions, examine only the Actions 
themſelves, and from thence form their own 
dentiments, whether of Reſentment or Ap- 
probation ; that they being by Nature more 
pitiful than otherwiſe, were always to be 
found on the Part of the Diſtreſs d, and 
conſequently com paſſionated Con/tantine's 
dufferings, his melancholy Exile, his being 
excluded from any Part of Government, 
or the Imperial Ornaments and Attendance 
that was due to his Perſon, as he was Ceſar, 
and the undoubted Heir of the Empire: 
That nothing could make him more popu— 
lar than did his Diſgrace, or cauſe the Em- 
peror ſo much to be hated. That whenever 
he ſhould happen to die (as his accumula- 
ted Diſtempers gave them Afſurance it would 
not be long firſt) what an Advantage would 
it be to ſtep into the Throne, with the 
unanimous Prayers, good Wiſhes, Rejoi- 
cing and open on of all his Subjects, 
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Sweetneſs of Blood, which made him find 
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who fo eagerly deſired he might find the 
End of his Sufferings, and the Reward his 
Vertue and religious Life deſerved? For 
the Empreſs had taught him an outward Hz. 
bit of Devotion, by which he never fail d 
of being preſent at all the Duties of the 
Church, and ſhowed an exact Conformity, 
interpreted Love, to the Orthodox, which 
had long made him the inceſſant Wiſh and 
Deſire of that Party. | 

Nor were there any Servants about his 
Perſon, even in the moſt menial Offices, 
but what had been placed there by Vene, 
though tis true they had bought their Plz. 
ces, for ſhe was never one of thoſe that 
did ſomething for nothing; yet Money that 
way is well laid out let the Extortion be ne- 
ver ſo high, ſo that they all aim'd at pre- 
ſerving them when bought, which was on- 
ly to * done by a dutiful Application to 
her, from whence their Intereſt was deriv'd; 
they look'd no further than the Power of 
her who placed them there, contented to 
worſhip Irene as their Sun, without troubling 
themſelves with Recourſe to the Omnipo- 


| tence that formed her. 


Unactive in his Conſtitution, indolent 


by Nature, eaſy of Temper, ſoft in his Hu- 


mour, and generally obliging, he lived wit! 
Mary the Armenian his Wife, in an accord 
that had given him the Reputation of being 
an uxurious tender Husband. There was al- 
ſo an amourous Ingredient in Conſtanines 
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nd the in the Nuptial Joy a peculiar Reliſh, and 
rd his as he ſought no Variety, his Careſſes to his 
Fot Wife, and the Number of Children the 
rd Ha. bore him, who all died almoſt as ſoon as 
- fails N born, defiroyed her Health, and made her yet 
of the a living weakly Monument of Affection to 
»rmity, W the conjugal State. | 
which Leſt this might diſguſt her Son, Vene, who 
1h and work'd upon * Appetite, and trembled 
for fear he ſhould make a Choice that did 


Out his not immediately depend upon her ſelf, conti- 
Offices, ¶ nually extolled to him the Charms Stauracius's 
Irene, Wife was Miſtreſs of; had ſhe not been 
0 th | tall, well-made, graceful, handſome, and 
le that 


| engaging, it had proved much the ſame 
ney that W Thing to eaſie Conſtantine, who loved not to 
1 be ne- go far in ſearch of Agreeables; his Tem- 
at pre. per was ſuch, that whatever did not give 
was cn. him Pain gave him Pleaſure; whereas (con- 
tion to trary to the general Taſte) nothing could 
deriv'd; W give him Pleaſure that gave him Pain. 
»wer ot rene could depend upon her Favourite 
nted to Stauracius, who was then of Conſtantine Cæ- 
oubling WW ſar's Bed-chamber, and Stauracius upon his 
)mnipo W Wife: Wou'd any dare to mingle their Cen- 
fure in a Commerce where a Husband ever 
indolent WW made a Third? When Mary us'd to riſe 
his Hu- from Auguſtus's Bed, to go into her dreſſing 
red with Room, Affairs of State (into which ſhe ne- 
1 accold ¶ ver intruded) were to ſucceed the Marriage 
F being Endearments; and becauſe Cnfantine's De- 
e was al: licacy of Conſtitution, would not always 
tante: Bf ſuffer him to be early, and the Exigency of 


um Ir ate ſometimes called upon him to debate 
| 1 | 


H 2 Mat: 
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Matters before he was up, his chief Coy. 
ſellor, Stauractus's Wife, was uſually in. 
troduced by her Husband to his Bed-ſide 
who, leaving them together, withdrey 
at a convenient waiting Diſtance, to take 
care none ſhould intrude to diſturb their 
Important Communication, 

Tender Irene, who watched over the 
Health of her Son, was ever at hand to 
ſtrengthen it with Imperial Cordials, Wa. 
ter of Life, and other Requiſites to ſupport 
weak. Conſtitutions. This upheld their Spi. 
rits for the Fatigue of State- Conferences; 
after which, a luxurious Breakfaſt was in- 
troduced to the Bed-lide of the young (. 


ſar, Mary his Wife (an exact Tally of his 


Indolence) was generally employed in Af. 
fairs much of the ſame Importance, with 
her own People of her own fide. 

After the Incumbrance of Dreſs, a Thing 
the eaſie Conſtantine always ſlip'd over, with 
as much Precipitation, as Faſhion and De- 
corum would permit, Cards and Dice were 
calld for ; where, though he had nothing 
to pay, he muſt ſtill loſe, as knowing his 
Credit was good, and he might take up 
what dums he pleas'd upon Iruſt of the co- 
ming Empire. | 

By this time, a profuſe Dinner, cram'l 
with Rarities, and the Produce of every 
early Seaſon, was ſerv'd up; the Prince had 
inherited a good Appetite from his Mother, 
and *twas not the moſt unſucceſsful way of 
making one's Court to him: Theſe 5 
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Coun. paſts, together with the generous Wines 
ly in-W that attended, and ſucceeded, us d to be 
ed-ſide, I prolonged to ſuch a convenient Length, as 


ithdrew the better fitted Cæſar to ſign, tho' not to 
to take read, the Diſpatches that Irene and her Fa- 
b their N vourites continually brought him. 

Thus inſenſibly ſhe gained, and has by 
ver the Cuſtom preſerved the Art of even prevent- 
1and to ing his Deſires towards looking into any 
„ Wa. Papers that were thought of never ſo great 
ſupport M Conſequence : ſhe taught her Son this ad- 
eir Spi- mirable Leſſon of ern What, 
Tences; ſhould a Monarch load himſelf with dirty 
was in- Buſineſs ? Should he fatigue his Pleaſures, 
ng (4 embarraſs his Amuſements, confound and 
of his MW bury himſelf in Speculations fo far below 
in Af. him, as was the Good of the Empire; his 


„ with Creature! his Slave! Let thoſe born with 
drudging Souls, Wretches ! fed and cloath'd, 
Thing for ſuch abject Uſes, charge themſelves with 
er, with WW Buſineſs, and anſwer for the Conſequence 
nd De. They, whoſe Duty it was to relieve royal 
de were Care, and fit every Thing for the Daſh of 
1othing the Imperial Pen: Ceſar was form'd for no- 
ing his bler Uſes ! The Enjoyment of Empire! of 


ake up Pleaſure, without the Pain! For the De- 
the co- lights of Dignity, without the Weight and 

| Toil! to which if he ſhould apply himſelf, 
cram! ÞW with never ſo great, though unneceſſary an 
every Induſtry, there would be. ſtill found thoſe = 
ace had that could out- do him; Creatures fitted by 
Hother, Birth and Clay, to ſo coarſe a Mould, with 


way of well-formed Allay, unknowing the noble 
ſe Re: Compoſition of which the Caſars were 
paſts, H 3 made; 
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made; the Ceſars! who were never requi- ¶ becauſe t 
red to do Things ſo far below them, and I quainted 
which, if performed, ſeem'd as if done di-. the Emp 
rectly in oppoſition to the Will of their I early pri 
wiſe Creator, who, as he had made them him in h 
greateſt, deſigned them to be the happieſt! I out with 
which they could never be, if not abſtract. ¶ aſſume; 

ed from the unweildy, unneceſſary Cares, ſed the I 
or rather Burthen of the Empire. IF they can 
Nor was it the leaſt of Jrene's Study, to to the 

keep Ceſar from bettering his Inclination, Af. 


or awakning his Mind by the Converſation  Whil 
of Perſons of Prudence, Fortitude, Capa· the Imp 
city, and Probity, who might lead him to an with un 
Enlargement of his Underſtanding ; ſhe fig- his Min 
nify'd the Delicacy of his Conſtitution, Govern 
that could not ſubmit to Speculations, and burning 
the Sophiſtry of the Schools, and openly ri: the whe 
dicul'd all thoſe Wits who roſe higher than riſing C 


Plautus's obſcene Comedies, as pedantick MW make t! 
and beneath the Knowledge and Soul of one ſaw no! 
born to univerſal Empire; hence in com- and Sta 
ery with Court-Taſte, Sophocles and Thougt 

uripides began to be generally exploded, IM Action: 


and only Farce and Buffoon'ry introduced i Leo 
with the Approbation of the unthinking Cnſtan. 
Many. univerſ 


Religion! or the Pretence of it (which were t! 
bas ever employ'd and embroil'd the Em- all van 
pire, ſince it became. Chriſtian, with per- Purple 
petual Diviſion of Opinions, and the never The 
dying War of Pen and Tongue) was the Teſt of 
only Point wherein Irene was contented to inelin 
have her Son preſerve Appearances ; but Cuſtor 
(* 
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becauſe their Manner of living was little ac- 
quainted with Vigils and Faſting Days, 
the Empreſs took care always to have an 
arly private Dinner, ſecretly provided for 


him in her Cabinet, from whence he iſſued 


out with as mortify'd an Air as he could 


| aſſume ; which very well ſatisfy'd and plea- 
| ſed the People, who look no further than 
| they can ſee, ani beheld, that according 


to the Text, he appeared unto Men 10 
Whilſt ſhe was thus preparing him for 
the Imperial Purple, loading his Appetite 
with unneceſſary Pleaſures, and unloading 


his Mind of any Acquirements neceſſary to 
Government, the Emperor Leo fell ill of a 
burning Fever; immediately the Eyes of 


the whole Empire were turned towards the 


| riſing Ceſar ; they began, but of the lateſt, to 
| make their Court to him, who now neither 
| faw nor heard any thing but through Vene 


and Stauracius, the two Confidents of his 


Thoughts, and Witneſſes of all his ſecret 


ions. 
Leo the Fourth departed this Life, and 
Conſtantine the Fifth was proclaimed with ſo 


| univerſal an Approbation, that whatever 


were the Reports of his Exceſſes before, they 


all vanithed upon his aſſuming the Imperial 


Purple, 


The Patriarch of Con/tantinople , and the 


| Teſt of the orthodox Clergy, who were not 


inelin d to Idol-Worſhip, according to the 
Cuſtom of that Party, bore their trium- 
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phant Joy in their Faces, letting their &. ſon of co 
tis faction boil over in tumultuous Conga. ¶ breathe 


tulations of each other, and inſulting the Life, to | 


abjeR fallen Intereſt of the Hereticks, ami: Irene Ke! 
ting themſelves with boaſting of their oun might ca 
Succeſs, and as if all were well aſſured, and when thi 
mortal Affairs not ſubje& to Viciflitudes, | ſtopping 
they triumph'd before the Conqueſt was gently p. 
certain, and without ſeeking wiſely to ſe. Cantine. 


cure it, gave their Enemies (who were Ma-. in his 


ſters of Cunning, and a lurking Foreſight) whilſt h 
an Opportunity to turn the Tables upon formal E 
them, and get the better of a Game, which ſh of Win 
had been more than once already loft, au God wi. 


gain d. | | to leſſei 
lrene's haughty Mind, that never knew the Exc« 


how to ſtoop to any Thing, unleſs the get- ſh upon or 


ting of Money, which yet however ſhe I ſurance, 
found Ways to have brought to her, felt i ibe Fift] 
little Mortification in complying with every Ii *) brouy 
Thing that ſhe believ'd was her Son's Ineli - t turn 
nation, becauſe his Temper was ſo ſweet, I amaze 
that it ſuffer'd it ſelf to be managed without of Leo" 
Contradiction or Diſguſt ; hence what was iſ had bee 


call'd Irene's Cunning, might more properly News? 


have been termed Conſtantine's Eaſineſs; tho C, 
ſhe did not want ready Wit enough to fay, I univer. 
and do many Things off hand, agreeable to thing t 
her Purpoſe. That Night wherein her Hus- him in 
band Leo the Emperor was departing, rather 0 Pre: 
than to go and weep with him, ſhe ſate up 20G! 
to condole with her Son, expecting every nad lit 
Moment the News of her Lord's Death 29 gratul— 
When Morning was well advanced, r | ill the 
on 


—— 


L. III 
heir Wy 


Congra 
ting the 
Sy Amu.- 
21r Own 
ed, and 
ſſitudes, 
eſt was 
to fe. 
re Ma. 
refight) 
8 upon 
„which 


ft, and 


knew 
he get- 
rer ſhe 
* felt 
eve 
Ing 
ſweet, 
it hout 
at was 
operly 
; tho 
to ſay, 
ble to 
r Hus- 
rather 
ite up 
every 
heath: 
a Per- 
ſon 


vor. III. The New Atalantis. 177 


ſon of conſular Dignity, who had ſeen him 


breathe his Laſt, poſted away, as for his 
Life, to be the firſt to ſalute the new Ceſar * 


| Irene kept the Door carefully, that none 
| might carry the News ſooner than her ſelf; 
| when this Perſon ſcratch'd, ſhe let him in, 
| topping him to enquire of the Emperor, he 
| cently put her by, and paſs'd on to find Con- 
fantine. The Empreſs reading his Buſineſs : 
in his Face, enter d as ſoon as he, and 
whilſt he was making his Introduction and 
| formal Bow, ſhe took up a ſparkling Bow} 
of Wine ready fill'd, Part of that generous 
| God with which they had been endeavouring 
| to leſſen the Fatigues of the Night, and. 
| the Exceſs of their Sorrow, and kneeling 
upon one Knee, cry'd out with Joy and Af- 
| furance, Long live the Emperor Conſtantine 
| the Fifth, Life to mighty Cæſar! which quick- 
ly brought the Courtier out of his Forms, 
| to turn and aſk her imperial Majeſty, with 
Amazement, How ſhe came fo ſoon to hear 
| of Leo's Departure, ſince he thought himſelf: 
had been the firit, to bring the Emperor the. 
News? 


Conſtantine's Acceſs to the Crown was ſo 


N 5 


| univerſally acceptable, that rene had no- 
ching to manage, unleſs it were ſtill to keep 
him in the ſame State of Tranquillity, and 
to prevent him from inlarging his Under- 
ſtanding; Things play'd themſelves, and they 
nad little more to do than to receive the Con- 
gratulations of their People, and indulge in 
the Sweets of Power and the Luxuriouſ- 
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neſs of Empire: Her firſt Step was to get 


Stauracius declared Commander of the 
Thracian Legions, and Father of the Em- 
pire, and as it is believ'd, privately to mar- 
ry him, his Wife dying opportunely, as if 
out of Complaiſance. None diſputes their 
Familiarity, and therefore thoſe who are 
moſt conſciencious, give it the Sanction of 
the Church. 

Pray, Monſieur le Ount, interrupted the 
Envoy, let me a little into the Character 
of the Perſon you call Stauracius, J already 
know he pleaſes the Empreſs : But is he ſo 
happy as to pleaſe you, or even to deſerve 
her Approbation ? 

Stauracins, anſwer'd the Count, is the Son 
of (what they call) a Roman Knight, a Dig- 
nity your Excellency can't be ignorant of: 
It is only a Name of Honour, for all who 
Polleſs it are not rich: As for Example, 
Sizaracins's Father, unable to make better 
Proviſion for him, put his Son into the 
Pretorian Bands, in one of the moſt infer; 
or Poſts, ſuch as he could then arrive at; 
his Perſon was very handſome, whence 2 
Lady, one whoſe Husband was what they 
call My bil iſſimus, fell in Love with him. This 
Court-Meſſalina, had Intereſt enough to 
raiſe him to a Centurion, and thence got him 
recommended to Conſtantine the Fourth, who 
made him of his Houfhold. She laviſhed 
away a prodigious Treaſure upon him, fold 
her very mona to enrich him, but coming 
into the Empreſs [rene's Fayour, he grew 

weary 
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| 7ais d him, to endear himſelf to the Empreſs, 
and betray'd her Amours to her uk. 

| who never would have any further Regard 
for her: So that ſhe languiſh'd out the reſt 


| OWN 
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weary of FE Lady, knowing he could not 
keep them both, becauſe they were equally 
jealous and termagant ; he facritic'd Her that 


ord, 


of her infamous and neceſſitous Life; ne- 


ceſſitous, when we compare her to her ſelf, 
and the glorious Circumſtances from whence 
| Stauracins's Ingratitude precipitated her: 
| Soon after he betray'd a Þ 

bim his Favourite, and had done prodigious 


rince who made 


dung for him; a Prince! who, with his 
vn Hand, fav'd his Life; yet Stauracins's 
Greedineſs of Money, made him take a Sum, 


| firſt to pervert, then to betray his Counſel, 
and afterwards, when his Subjects roſe a- 
| gainſt him, upon Pretence of Remorſe, he 
| abandon'd him; ſo that the Prince was 
driven out, and periſh'd miſerably ; la- 


mented by his very Enemies! tho' not fo 
happy as to have Pity thewn him by thoſe - 

who ought to have been his Fries: 
lrene never could have found a Favourite; 
whoſe Love of Money, contempt Gratitude, 
dincerity, Morality, and Religion equal'd her 
own, unleſs Stauracius; this endear'd them 
to each other, not that her old and true 
Friend Amilius was forgot by her, the 
aus d her Son to create him Que ſtor, firſt Mi- 
niſter, and Favourite, ſo far as to perform 
what ſhe wou'd contemptibly call, the Drud- 
very ok State; and ſhe even made the Eni 
peron 


preſs, Miniſter, and Genera]. 


eA-milins had as much Artifice and Expe- 
rience in Affairs, as was requiſite to his Poſtz 
had he had but half the Honeſty and Cou- 
rage, he would have been deſervedly cmi- 
nent. Concern'd as he was in four or five 
Reigns, and changing in them all, he re- 
1Tolv'd he wou'd loſe nothing that he cou d 
keep, if turning could preſerve him. La- 
mented Ingenuity! Can that Man be ſaid to 
have Underſtanding and Capacity, who has 
not enough to be honeſt? All his boaſted 
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peror believe he was oblig'd to him for ac- 
cepting that ſervile fatiguing Office; ſo 
that Amilius upon the Carpet, and Staura- 
cius in the Camp, totally managed Affairs, 
much to the Regret of the Schiſmaticks, 
who were ſunk in all their Expectations, 
whilſt they beheld the orthodox trium- 
phant, in the Perſons of the Emperor, Em- 


Wit, wanting of Principles, is but tinſfil 


Merit, like the falſe glittering Ornaments 
of a common Proſtitute, unworthy the 


Wear and Name of a Lady. of Dignity or 


true Vertue. 


In the third Year of the Emperor Conſtan- 


tines Reign (his Spirit not yet rais'd from 
that Lethargy in which he lay intranc'd by 
the Artifice of the Empreſs Irene, his own 
{nclinations, and the new Pleaſures of an 
imperial Crown) the Sclavi invading Theſſ4- 
ly and Macedonia, Stauracius was ſent againſt 
them. The late Reigns had been more upon 


the Defenſive than Offenſiye; 
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reckon themſelves victorious if they were 
not beaten, ſo that it was intoxicating Mat- 
ter of Triumph to the Empire, to hear 
Stayracius had not only vanquith'd the Ene- 
my, but retook ſeveral Places of more Eclat 
than Importance. AÆAnilius and the Sur- 
intendants of the royal Treaſury, by Irene's 
Influence, took Care that nothing thould be 
wanting to ſupply the Army that was under 
his Command; the whole Funds of the Re- 
venue lean'd that way, he lack d nothing, 
either to pay, to bribe, to buy, in ſhort, to 
make himſelf as abſolute as he could deſire ; 
whereas thoſe other numerous Forces, with 
the Navy that were diſpers'd throughout the 
Provinces and Iſlands, for the Defence o- 
the Empire, were deſtitute of Cloaths, Food, 
Ammunition, and in ſuch vaſt Arrear, that 
they who defended, prov'd the moſt miſe- 
rable Part of the Empire: Under this par- 
tial Diſpenſation of Amilius, he yet met 
the good Luck to have all his other Neglects 
buried in his noiſie Aſſiduities and unwearied 
Diligence of ſupplying Stauracius, now be- 
ginning to be conſider'd as the good and 
glorious Genius of the Empire, who had 
Conduct and Succeſs enough to reconcile 
them to their once ſo propitious Deity, For- 
tune, and capable of raiſing the eaſtern 
Throne to that ancient Splendor and Figure 
it had made under the firſt Conſtantine, or ra- 
ther firſt Auguſtus. 
: Irene and her Partiſans, were not want- 
ing perpetually to ſound his Praiſe in oo 
F 'Y 
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Ears of Geſar : Stauracius was triumphant | 
Stauracius had drove back the invading Bar. 
brians, retook the Booty they had pillag] 
from the Empire, and the Towns they were 
unju?ly poſſeſs d of! Stauracins! who had 
again reconciled Victory to the Roman Le- 
Bens and caus d the imperial Eagles, fo 
ong diſhearten d, to rouze and flutter their 
Wings with new and almoſt forgotten Vi- 
cory, therefore Stauracius muſt be reward- 
ed! Ovations! and Triumphs ought not 
only to be decreed him! but ſomething 
ſhou'd be found out more ſubſtantial than 
airy Fame, to reward thoſe real Benefits 
which the Empire poſſeſs'd by his Condud 
and Courage. 

This was the Tone of the Empreſs ; the 
fawning Courtiers eccho'd an Applauſe, 
which from thence diſpers'd to the lighter 
Part of the People, fond of Bruit and tle 
leaſt Glare of Brightneſs. Conſtantine's In- 
clinations towards Stauracius, were more ta- 
vourable, if poſſible, than Jrene's, ſo that 
nothing oppoſed the Reward that was 
thought his due, but the Impotence of the 
imperial Power, which tho' it had decreed 
him Ovations and Thankſgiving, yet ſome- 
thing more ſolid was ſtill remaining to 
crown his Expectations; a Statue was n9 
longer the Faſhion ſince the Empire was be- 
come Chriſtian, and not yet a thorough 
Friend to Idol-Worſhip! Nor would That 
add the leaſt Tittle to his Poſſeſſions, what- 
ever it did to his Glory. The Bounty 0x 
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the former Emperors to Favourites, laviſh- 
ing away the royal Domain in imperial 
Grants, had left the 88 Ceſar nothing 
to beſtow, therefore a Demand muſt be made 
to the Senate, of a certain Portion of the 
new conquer d Territories, to reward the 
Conqueror of them, Vauracius. 

This, as a Violation of the Agrarian Law, 
was rejected; the Senate were ungrateful 
Wretches, ſaw not with Onftantine and 
hene's Eyes, nor heard with their Ears, and 
which was worſt, thoſe who were loudeſt 
againſt it were ſuch of the Orthodox, who 
truſting to the Merit of their Cauſe, thought 
That alone would ſupport them, without 
having recourſe to thoſe expedient Policies 
that ſhould have maintain'd their Poſts, from 
whence they could not foreſee they ſhould 
ever be thrown, becauſe they thought, they 
ſo well ſuſtain'd, and always deſerv'd to fill 
them. 

Haughty and revengeful Irene. who never 
knew what was Religion but to ridicule it, 
bore this Repulſe as an Affront ofter'd to her 
own imperial Perſon, and fo in her Heart 
me wiſhed Conſtantine might reſent it: But 
the had ſo totally ſubverted, or entirely laid 
afleep (with powerful lethargick Dormitives) 
the reſentive Faculty in him, that ſhe knew 
not how to infuſe, or awaken the neceſſary 
Sting with which the had occafion to wound; 
all that ſhe could do was to take him by his 
Fears, and thence to inſinuate that the Or- 
thodox were his Enemies, for in them who 


OP. 
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oppoſed the imperial Purple, their next 
Step was to endeavour to diveſt thoſe 
that wore it, ſince none who had a Dif. 
poſition to obey, ever diſputed the Com- 
mands of a Prince, no not even Rebels in 
their Hearts, till they were well aſſured 
they had Power to vindicate their Di- 

obedience. | 
Onſtantine s noble Faculties (enfeebled by 
Neglect and Indolence) preſently abſconded 
at a Scene of Terror, and all pale and da- 
ſtardly, ſhrunk behind the Repreſentation 
his Mother had made. The Race of Ley 
Iſauricus, was never fam'd for Courage; 
this Ceſar did not degenerate”; his Educa- 
tion had not taught him to do it, therefore 
trembling and apprehenſive of the future, 
with Tears he conjur'd Irene to adviſe him 

for the preſent. 

Stauracius, wounded in Property his great- 
eſt Darling, as well as piqu'd in Pride, was 
chief at this Conſultation ; he even con- 
demn'd the Mediocrity of his own Temper, 
in hearing the exalted Impudence of his 
Wife's : She, without any Heſitation or Re- 
morſe (as Women are generally for having 
Buſineſs thoroughly done, and to the pur- 
poſe) advis'd them to throw off, at once, 
the Shackles of the Greek Church, pumnith 
the Orthodox, by reconciling the Empire to 
Rome, and the better to pleaſe the Pope, by 
introducing Image-Worthip, ſhe bad her 
Son publiſh an Edict for ſo doing. But how, 
my dear Mamma, anſwer'd the e 
( ſar, 
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Cæſar, ſhall we excuſe our ſelves to the Le- 
ions, who are generally Orthodox, and 
Am always thought me ſuch? You know 
they are yet the greateſt Party, and thould 
not be irritated, at leaſt till they are diſ- 
arm'd. 
Ceſar ſpake Volumes in theſe few Words; 
Irene's Revenge could not but ſtop to conſi- 
der the adventitious Sentence which ſhe 
thought Inſpiration rather than Reaſon, 
having ſo little us d Conſtantine to the Uſe of 
any. Your imperial Majeſty has concluded 
vnanſwerably, ſhe replyed ; do but let us 
alone, we will not only effect the Buſineſs, 
but bear the Odium. You ſhall ſill go to 
Church, and ſtill be dear to your People. I 
am convinc'd from your Majeſty's better 
denſe, that this muſt be a Work of Time; 
Hauracluss Reputation and Courage ſhall 
prevent our Enemies from gaining Ground; 
they, whoſe Inſolence are ſcarce to be aw'd 
even by his Succeſſes, muſt certainly be ripe 
for Mutiny ; they who dare refuſe that con- 
deſcending Requeſt of yours, unworthy the 
primitive Ceſars, who needed but to ſay it 


| ſhould be fo, and fo it was. This Way I ad- 


viſed your Majeſty to move, but you were all 
for Lenity and Good-will, and ſee what 
you have got by it. However, remember ſo 
to act. as if you had not been provoked ; 
and leave us to ſhew hereafter what are 
the Sentiments of a diſappointed, an offend- 
ed Ceſar, 


Stau 
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Stauracius could indeed command an Ar. 
my, which is not always to face an Enemy 
(becauſe, unleſs a General pleaſe, he is not 
always expoſed, and often abides in the 
Center:) He, I fay, who had never felt 
any mighty Impulſe in himſelf, unleſs to 
Ingratitude or Gain, was for no violent 
Meaſures: All Things, he ſaid, were to be 
brought about by Time and Moderation; 
and tho' to Death he hated the Party that 
had envy'd him the Recompence of his 
Tolls, yet he would not precipitate thei: 

uin, ſince it was but leaving them to their 
own changeable Paſſions and Diſguſts, and 
they would quickly bring the Buſineſs of 
their greateſt Enemies to paſs, by jarring 
among themſelyes. But becauſe in the Mul- 
tiplicity of Counſellors there was Safety, he 
humbly moved. that Cutaline the Patrician, 
might be introduced, to adviſe upon theſe 
new Meaſures they were neceſſitated to 
| © Ts 

Irene anſwered, He ſhould be heard at 
leiſure ; but becauſe Nicephorus, Chriſtopher, 
and the reſt of her Husband's Brothers, 
might be Impediments againſt the intended 
Innovation, ſhe adviſed they ſhould be ho- 
nourably diſpatched, by ſome Imployments 
oreign from the Court. Chriſtopher ſeem- 
ing to bury himſelf in the Delights of Solt- 
tude, came rarely to Onſtantinople, and there. 
fore but little alarmd them. MNicephors ? 


the Champion of the State and Church 
tender of his Nephew Conſtantine, as of is 
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Purity of their Religion, was a Sun, that 
with his unſpotted Brightneſs hung between 
them and what they called a clearer Light, 
therefore he muſt be darkned or removed. 
Ceſar, who had a native Inclination to re- 


verence his Uncle, would have heſitated a 


good deal, before he could have been brought 
to conſent that there ſhould be any Hardſhip 
inflicted upon him: How often did haughty 
trene curſe that Lenity of Temper in her 
Fon, to which, however, her own Authority 
was owing ! that Lenity, which ſhe had 
ever made it her Buſineſs to indulge ; by 
which ſhe had ſweetned the Acid of his 
Blood, till it was become all ſoft and milky, 
fitted for her former Purpoſe ; which was, 
to obtain an implicit Aſcendant over his 
paſſive Teraper ; but now, that ſhe would 
tyrannize as well as reign, ſhe wiſhed to 
have the Power of infuſing a little more 
Gall, or rather ſome, for as yet it was a 
Queſtion , Whether Conſtanti ne. Cæſar had 
any in his Compoſition ? She was provok'd 
at his Tardineſs, his little Comprehenſton 


of what ſhe ambitioned ; ſhe would have 


had him eager and ſwift to obey what- 
ever the dictated, prompt and cruel in the 
Execution. : 


But wiſely conſidering, that if more Fire 


were infus'd into him, it might chance with 


the firſt to burn her ; ſhe reſted in her for- 
mer Maxims, of taking from him the De- 
fire of knowing what he ſaw, or of hearing 
mhat was ſpoke ; and therefore begging par” 

on 
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don for this Inroad into his Repoſe, ſhe re. 
turn'd him to his former Supineneſs, with 2 
Promiſe to her ſelf and his imperial Ma- 
jeſty, of no more diſturbing his ſacred. 
Hours with the inſignificant impertinent 
Load of Buſineſs. 

Nicephorus, Brother to Leo IV, late Em- 
peror of the Greeks, was immediately to be 
removed; and therefore diſtinguith'd by be- 
ing made Prætor of Mauritania, the very beſ 
Government that was remaining in the Em- 
pire, ſince the Exarchate of ah fell, which 
was now ſwallowed up in the Biſhop of 
Rome's Pretences and Ambition, and thence 
call'd the Patrimony of St. Peter, or rather 
of the Church. Nicephorus, who was truly 
Orthodox, and ſaw this was only given him 
to draw him from about his Nephew and 
the Court (fince the Prefetts of Maaritanis 
were obliged for at leaſt half the Year to 
reſide in Africk, from whence they could 
not come to Conſtantinople, without Licenſe 
firſt obtained of the Emperor ) contented 
himſelt not to refuſe the Honour, but pro- 
ved, however, fo ſlow in his Preparations, 
that it was their Opinion ( whoſe Intereſt 
it was that he ſhould be gone) that he never 
deſign'd to depart. 

Preſently the Scene was ſhifted, and a new 
Set of Court-Officers introduc'd, who really 
were, and beliey'd themſelves orthodox, but 
yet had a Pliancy of Temper, which was 
termed a Medium between two Extremes, 
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to come directly into the Wrong, but yet 
wanted Courage boldly to defend and aſſert 
the Right. 

Then was Poplicola diſguſted; equal to the 
firſt Valerius for Vertue, Probity, Love of 
his Country and Religion; who had Capa- 
city to govern when never ſo ſirenuouſly op- 
pos d from abroad, but w: became piqu d 
and aw'd by a Faction at Home; quitting the 
Helm at the firft Omen of a tempeſtuous 
Fea 3 whereas, his Buſineſs ſhould have been 
to have rid it out, and if he could not have 

revail'd himſelf, he might at leaſt (by the 
of he ſuſtain d) have hinder'd others from 


| prevailing. 


Cataline now trod the Stage, and became 
an important Actor. A Man who, with a 
Complication of Vices, had but this one 
Vertue, not prerending to any; every way 
Mercurial ; he would fin up to the Height 
of Pleaſure, yet drudge on to the laſt Extre- 


| mity of Buſineſs: Indefarigable in his Pur- 
| ſuits; not by Fits and Starts, but by a regu- 


lar Succeſſion: Vaſt was his Ambition, vaſt 
was his Artifice ; mighty in Lewdneſs, not leſs 
in Politicks : His long Head ſaw beyond the 
Age he liv'd in, and could calculate any pre- 
ſent Accident to an hereafter Purpoſe; fawn 


| and lie, flatter and ſwear, ſeem ſincere ; but 


never be ſo: No View of his, tho' never fo 


trivial, but what he bent his whole Endea- 


yours to obtain, and always accompliſh'd. His 

| oily, deceitful, artful Tongue, could inſinuate 
any Thing, Bold even to Impudence, 5 

ä chle- 
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chievous even to Cruelty, baſe even to Co- 
wardiſe, implacable to Eternity, yet accept. 
able even to Popularity ! Nor with-held by 
Reſerves of Avarice, for he never mattered 
what he ſtak' d, ſo he could but draw the 
Prize; all his Paſſions ſubſiding, till he had 
reach'd the Port whither he was bound. He 
knew no perſonal Reſentment, no perſon 
Vindication ; never to be made angry, always 
ſeemingly pleaſed. When foil'd in any At- 
tempt, he fell, but to rife with the greater 
Force; obſerving the weak Side thro' which 
he had miſsd his Aim, he return'd with 
double Vigour, and double Conduct to the 
Aſſault. Many had been his Endeavours 
in ſeveral Reigns to get footing at Court 
but none ſo fitted as this (full of Diviſions 
Jealouſies and Fears ) for his intricate Pur- 
poſe, introduc'd to advance the Empreſs 
rene's Revenge and Deſigns upon the Ortho- 
dox, but bent upon accompliſhing his own, 
The Roman Hiſtory having furniſh'd him 
with Precedents of ſuch who had mounted 
the Steps of the imperial Throne, thro 
Craft and Diſſimulation, he thought, it 
thoſe were Qualifications, himſelf as well 
fitted to reign as any ; his Buſineſs there- 
fore was to jumble all Things into Anarchy 
and Confuſion. 


"How did he pack the Senate? How the 


Voices at any Promotion? In his Tempe: 
an admirable Tribune of the People; he 
would ſtoop to the meaneſt Office, nor loſc 
the moſt deſpicable Vote for want * 
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duity, Promiſes, Rewards, Bribes, Hopes, 
Fears, Threatnings, or whatever could in- 
fluence the Paſſions or Circumſtances of thoſe 
with whom he had to deal: He would play 
with the Gameſter, pray with the Godly, be 
lewd with the Libertine, and, rather than 
fail 
were the Miſtreſs; he was drunk with the 
Debauchee, ſober with the Abſtemious; no 


imp for him, tho his own Wife 


Proteus ſo various, full of real Ambiguity, . 
and pretended Openneſs: His Houle, his 
Purſe, his Advice, bis Intereſt, his Miftreſs, 


his Pains, were all at the Service of whoſo- 


ever was conſiderable enough to be oblig'd 
by him; fond of giving, but hating to pay, 
[Juſtice and he being at mortal Enmity : No 
Principles ſo fix d, but what he endeavour d 
to undermine; he found the weak Side of all 
Mankind: Thoſe unſuſceptible of Avarice, 
and who were only ambirious, he attack d 


| by Grandour, Dignities and Honour; the 


Covetous, or Poor, he had Penſions for ; 
ſewels and Lovers for the Ladies he would 
influence ; but generally ſpeaking, as him- 
ſelf had obfere'd he prevailed more by Va- 
nity, and facrificing to that Idol, than to 
any other Deity ; his fine Wit never want- 
ing acceptable Eloquence, as well as Salt 
and Malice, to ridicule, and give Things 
what Turn he pleas d. | 

Irene the Empreſs, diſappointed of the 
Reward ſhe expected for Stauracius began 
to Jet her ill Nature work out in Invectives 
Winſt others, and Spleen within her * 

e 
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ſhe who never knew what was Humanity, 
true Affection, or Love for any Thing but 
Money and Ambition; as her Age advancd 
ſo did her Pride, Avarice, Reſerve and Fro. 
wardneſs ; only to her Husband the was not 
ſparing of her Voice, or Favours, letting 
him often know, that ſhe was not only his 
Wife, but his Empreſs; and if he ever fail 
to remember, ſhe had an admirable Knack, 
a very refreſhing Stroke of Memory, both 
with her Hands and Tongue, beſtdes an im- 
perial Toſs of her Head, moſt expreſſive and 
fienificant. 

She grew weary of that artful Submiſſion, 
and implicit Compliance, with which ſhe 
had, by inſenſible Degrees, entirely made 
her ſelf Miſtreſs of her Son's Affections; 
ſhe thought, that as ſhe had built the Ma- 
chine according to Art, after the firſt Hand, 
it would ſtill run on in the ſame Track and 
Motion; but becauſe one muſt have ſome- 
thing to do, let one be never ſo ſupine, 
either to laugh, or play, or talk, or eat the 
Time away with ſomebody, fhe bethought 
her ſelf of ſupplying the Place, which the 
was weary of with one that ſhould always 
be with Ceſar, when the Publick did not re- 

wire his Appearance at Audiences, Meals, 
Devotion, Hunting, or at the Council 
board, where {rene thought it requiſite, how 
contrary ſoever to thoſe Delights that inhe- 
rentiy attended the Cæſar's, he ſhould fit to 
declare, whatever ſhe, and her Favourites, 
had reſoly'd upon before. 
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This Election was to be made from one 
that abſolutely de pended upon her ſelf, and 
ther a Woman than a Man; becauſe that 
dex are not only more governable, leſs trea- 
cherous, leſs buſie, and more incapable: 
But becauſe her Son's Inclinations were not 
towards robuſt Diverſions, but ſoft Conver- 
fation and Amuſements ; whence a Lady of 
the Court, without any Thing elſe to re- 
commend her, but a facetious Vein, and be- 
ing a tolerable Droll, had a Penſion allow'd 
her to make the Emperor laugh, which per- 
haps, with all her Endeavours, was not 
above once a Year, Irene fear'd leſt any Fa- 
vourite of the other Sex ſhould enlarge 
Ceſar's Soul, give him to hear the Name of 
Glory, teach him War and Ambition, which 
would prove deſtructive ro her Intereſt ; 
therefore a Woman was only proper ; nor 
did ſhe fear Mary the Armenian's falſe 
who only buſy'd her ſelf in conſulting Phy- 
ſicians, and in endeavouring to mend her ill 
or rather deſperate State of Health. 

Theodecta, a Relation of the Empreſs, 
and one of the Maids, was pitch'd upon 
for this Choice ; the Lady had a latent Am- 
dition, Greatneſs of Soul, Humanity, Inge- 
nuity, Religion, and other concealed Ver- 
tues, that ſhe had made no Noiſe of for fear 
of alarming Irene, who always took it as a 
tacit Reproach to her ſelf, when another de- 
ſervd well, or was commended, — 

Conſtantine, who had hitherto ſeen litt le 
but what his Mother the Empreſs trene di- 

1 . reed, 


3 
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rected, fail'd not, after her Commendation, 
to behold Theodetta with Complaiſance, 
who being naturally ſweet-temper'd and en. 
gaging, apply'd her ſelf, with Diligence, to 
gain Ceſar's Inclinations, which was ng 
hard Matter to do, they having been firſt di 
reed by the Empreſs. 

But when once Theodecta had got groun] 
and that Jrene's greater Avocations had left 
Conſtantine more to himſelf than ever be 
had been; this Maid, who was truly Ortho- 
dox, and trembled at. the Innovations they 
were preparing, by which Image-Worthip 
Welt be for ever confirm'd, fail'd not to 
whiſper Ceſar, that if he ſuffer d the Schif 
maticks thus to prevail, Religion would be 
overthrown, the Empire embroiled, and al 
Things reduced to the utmoſt Deſpondence 
and Confuſion. Conſtantine was then in his 
Heart Primitive, yet aw'd by Irene, he ask 
the generous Maid what he ſnould do? Who 
boldly anſwered, © Diſcharge the ſtill chang 
ing cAmllias; give the nd of that 
© Army Stauracius has to the Duke of Can 
© pania; reſtore Horatio the Immortal, to 
© the Legions in Iberia; Horatio, who w 
© removed but to make way for the cannine 
© luckleſs Rutilus, who will loſe or fell al 
© becauſe his Buſineſs is not to contend tot 
© Fame with Stauracius: Call Nicephorus an 
© Poplicola about your imperial Perſon ; le 
© them ſit at the Head of the Board: Diſmi 
© the ſchiſmatick Biſhops, they'll exchangs 
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© triarch of Conſtantinople in his Seat; order 
© the Vacancies to be filled by thoſe truly 
© Orthodox, whoſe Intereſt and Principle it 
© is, to have Ceſar live and reign till he 
{ ſhall be changed into a Saint. Fur becauſe 
© ſhe was but a Woman, and not worthy 
© or able to adviſe any further, ſhe begged, 
© that his imperial Majeſty would ſuffer her 
to introduce Herminius to his Preſence, 
without the Knowledge of the Empreſs, 
© Srauracius, or the daſtardly Stateſman 
Amilius. 
Herminius was then an Officer of State; 
a Man of great Capacity, Eloquence, true 
Principles, Generoſity, and extreme habile 
in Beleg But not foreſeeing the deſtru- 
ive Violence of the Bifhop of Rowe, and 
his Adherents, he thought, by temporizing, 
to gain ground; till convinced by too dear- 
bought Experience, he found That that ob- 
ſtinate encroaching Sect, were not to be 
dealt with by Indulgence; whatever you 
give, is but ſo many Steps for them to get 
more; they hate and reprobate all who are 
not Fellow-Idolaters, and perſecute with 
implacable, never-ending Malice: Are art- 
ful, undermining, treacherous, lurking, far- 
ſighted, reſtleſs ; they pretend Religion, but 
never practiſe further than the Outſide; de- 
poſe Kings and Saints, as faſt as they create 
others; their own Party can have no Faults, 
the reſt of Mankind not any Beauty. 
Theſe were the People to whom Her1- 
ris yielded ſome Things, in hopes of gain- 
12 ing 
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ing others; That ſmall Indulgence ſo heart. 
ned their unweary d Induſtry, together with 
the Emprels's Reſentment and Ayarice 
(which accepted of all they brought) thar 
the Court and Offices, in a ſhort time, be. 
came almoſt entirely filled by them. 
The Duke of Campania had dealt the firf 
Blow for Victory after Conſtantine was Em- 
eror; he had defeated the Perſians, and ta- 
bon a prodigious Booty, more wealthy thay 
can be imagined; tis true, he triumphed at 
his Return ; the Emperor and Empreſs, in 
one Chariot, graced the Ceremony ; but the 
unamimous Congratulations of the People, 
drunk with Love and Joy at the Duke of 
Campania's Succeſſes whoſe Perſon they ado. 
red, feſtered the proud Heart of Jene, who 
aſſiſted with a ſullen gloomy Diſcontent, at 
hearing the Praiſes of any but Stawuracins; 
therefore the Duke of Campania was bur 
coldly thanked, and afterwards laid aſide, 
No Prince had ever a greater Bravery of 
Soul; his Courage could be equalled by no- 
thing but his Magnificence ; he ſought as le 
gave, largely, or rather, without Reſerve 
In the late Emperor's Time, he did ſuch 
Things againſt the Per/ians, as made him 
both the gn and Admiration of his Ene- 


mies: In one Battle, where he happened to 
be taken Priſoner, he carryed himſelf fo un 
dauntedly and magnificently, ſo much to the 
Reputation and Glory of the Empire, that 
the Perſian asked, How many more ſuch He: 
ges they had amongſt the Gree; ? That it, 
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was time for him to conclude a Peace, if 
there were but a few ſuch as him; For tho 
he ſhould not be out- done in Arms, he mu 
be conquered by ſuperior Vertue. Campa- 
nia laviſhed a mighty Revenue in Glory of 
the Empire; whilſt a Priſoner, he knew no 


| Property, but dealt his Treaſure to the Re- 
| lief of rhe Unhappy; That alone was Ti- 


tle enough to his Favour, for many of them 
had perithed without it. But all Heroc as 
you ſee him, he is ſtill a Mortal, that is to 
fay, not totally without Exception; tho' 
ius Sin is certainly the moſt beautiful of 
any, good Nature; by which his Favou- 
tires, of both Sexes, hive too often 
mpoſed upon his Bounty, and made 
tnemſelves, rather than him, Objects of 
Reproach, 

Theodecta ſucceeded in her Suit. Ilir mi- 
my was often introduced to Conſtantine's 


| Far, and it's believed, if he had profited 


Ot the Occaſion, laying aſide his Notions 
of Mediocrity, and boldly, bravely ſtruck 
for Religion, and the Good of the Empite, 
he could then have preſerved, not only 
them, but himſelf ; aſſiſted, as doubtleis he 
would have been, by Nicephorus the late 
Emperor's Brother, the Duke of Campania, 
Poplicola, and, in a Word, by all the Or- 
thodox Laity, as well as Clergy. 

But Jrene's Regal Star was yet to main- 
tan the Aſcendant ; ſhe had quickly Intima- 
tion of theſe ſecret Practices ; the Emperor 
had no Money (abſtracted from the Know- 

1 3 ledge. 
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ledge of her and her Creatures) to beſtow 
upon T heodetta, by which they might have 
over-boughe the Empreſs, or at Jeaſt pre- 
ſerved their Conſultations private. She ra- 
ved! She more than exclaim'd | She called 
them Traitors ! Theodefta Traitreſs! And, 
which is more than all, and paſt Belief of 
Poſterity, ſhe took upon her to correct the 
Emperor, ſhut him up in his Chamber, and 
box'd him with her own Bands, calling him 
ungrateful to her Cares, her Toil, ſenſeleſs 
Fool, Drone, unfit for Government and the 
Reins of Empire, which he had never held 
a Month, but by her wiſe Conduct and Ad- 
vice, that had concealed his Incapacity be- 
hind her Perfections, and, as a Sun, Caſt a 
Glory upon his Defects. What had he to 
do with Politicks? Could not he eat, and 
ſleep, and loll, and yawn, and fool away 
the Day unmoleſted ? Or had he a mind to 
have his Weakneſſes diſcovered and deſpis'd; 
to be ſhav'd and ſhut up in a Cloyſter, whill 
Nicephorus aſcended? If thoſe were his 
Deſigns, ſhe defired Information, that ſhe 
might take care of her own Intereſt, ab- 
ſtracted from ſuch a Whirligig as he 
Was. 5 
The good Emperor, mortifyed by the 
Termagancy of his Mother, and entirely 
in her Hands, as to Affairs, of which he 
knew no more, as ſhe had induſtriouſſy con- 
trived, than the meaneſt Man of the Em- 
pire, wept a good deal before ſhe would 
forgive him ; and that but conditionally 
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That he ſhould fign whatever Commiſſions 


were brought him by eAmilias, for thoſe 
who were to ſupply the Poſts Herminius and 
| bis Adherents held at Court: Eaſie Corſtan- 


tine compounded, _ Condition, he might 


| ſtill keep Theodecta about him; whom 
the Empreſs fo ſeverely upbraided, and 
| ſo well tutor'd, that 'twas thought the 
| would not be very much in haſte to dif- 
| courſe Ceſar again about Politicks. Ceſar ?! 
who ſtill remembring his Corrections, in a 
long time thought not fit ro diſpute Hrene's 
Sway; going out and coming in, riſing and 


fitting down, ſigning and letting alone, as 


her Imperial Majeſty, Stawractus, AÆMmilius, 


and others of that unte adviſed; tho' tis 
certain, after this Breach, ſo great a Degree 


of Averſion and Coldneſs' poſſeſſed both 


Irene and her Son, that they ſaw one ano- 
ther as ſeldom as poſlible, and then with 


Heart-burnings and Reluctance, e/Emilins 


being left to manage all with the Emperor, 


and the Empreſs with «/Emilins. 


In the mean time Cethegus ſucceeds Her- 
minins; Cethegus] the Executioner of the 
4 ſcarce could he defer the Stroke, til! 

e heard the Sentence, or received the Com- 
mand! All that Fire and Fury could inſpire 
animated his Frame! He was an Engine, 
not to work with, but deſtroy! Not fit for 
Conſultation, but Deſtruction! A Bigot to 
Idolatry, and the Party he had embraced ! 
relentleſs and remorſeleſs, a zealous Image- 
worſhipper and Fa&ion-broacher ! yet af- 

8 fected 
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4 


feed to be thought learned and wiſe! But 
Wiſdom and Learning never take up their 
Dwelling in a Breaſt, where all the Paſſions 
are ſulphureous, burning and deſtroying to 
the very Root; ſo that mercileſs Cethegys 
never preſerved but when he could not 
ruin. 

Cicero next was called, not he that ſaved 
the Commonwealth from being made a 
Monarchy, but he that would have made 
the Monarchy a Commonwealth; he was 
advanced by rene to be ogy at Officiorum ; 

the God of Eloquence hung upon his 
Tongue; Minerva her ſelf inſpired his 
Brain, and fired his Heart, His Wiſdom 
and Sedateneſs of LC wh preſerved and 
kept together the Cabal. Furious Cet hegt 
and precipitate Cataline! could only be re- 
ſtrain'd by him. He it was, that gave them 
their Cue, when to bellow, when to ſtrike, 
when to comply, but ſeldom to - for 
however diſagreeing in other Points, they 
as'd all to come in to accord for Revenge 
and Perſecution. 

And which was not the leaſt aſtoniſhing 
Ingredient of their Compoſition, theſe zea- 
jous Reformers ! theſe Image-Worſhippers! 
theſe p 


ter the Out- ſide of Religion! were as im- 
moral as thoſe that had never heard of any 
Ciccro himſelf (an Oracle of Wiſdom) was 
whirl'd about by his Luſts, at the Pleafure 
of a fantaſtick worn out Miſtreſs: He pro- 
flituted his inimitable Senſe, Reaſon 
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good Nature, either to revenge, or reward as 
her Caprice directed; and what made this 
Commerce more deteſtable, this Miſtreſs of 
his was a Wife! Impious Exceſs! Abomi- 
nable Adultery ! Were there not enough of 
the frail Race unmarried ? Had not Sergins's | 
immemorial Aſſiduities corrupted enough of 
that Order, but this Patrician, this Dire- 
tor of Nations and Imperial Aſſemblies, 
muſt bring his Pollutions to defile the Mar- 
riage-Bed, and corrupt a Wite? Nay, which 
is more execrable, the Wife of a Friend. 
Was it not a good Comedy, or rather Farce, 
when you beheld this ſententious Man, this 
deciſive Orator who, by the Enchantments 
of his Perſuaſion, left not even Deſtiny to 
her ſelf, for Fate and Fortune were, when- 
ever he ſpoke, lis Slaves. To ſee this great, 
this ſtupendous Man, that could enchant 
an Empire with the Muſick of his Voice, 
skulking in the obſcene Habit of à Slave. 
hiding his Face in an abject Robe, as if 
that could conceal his Vices, waiting at 9 


back Door to get undiſcovered Entrance in- 


to his own Palace, after paſſing the guiity 
Night in Adultery with an infamous Proſti- 
tte! And this not for once or twice, but 


for Months and Years! *till his Sin was 


become as confirmed a Habit as his Hypo- 
Tify ! The poor Husband diſtracted with 
his Wrongs, grew uncapable of following 
the neceſſary Duties of his Calling, by 
which Neglect his Maintenance fel}, and hie 


drank the bitter Draught of Poverty! the 


1 5 Achu- 


202 The New Atalantis. Vol. III. 


Adultereſs rioting in all the Luxury of the 
Faſt ! ſhifting Aboads in ſcandalous By. 
Corners, from Place to Place, for fear the 
Cuckold's Prerogative ſhould ſeize upon 
the Ornaments and Riches of his Wife as 
lawful Spoil, which when he was ſo lucky 
to do, the vindictive Patrician interpoſed 
with a thorough Revenge, firſt caſting him 
into a loathfome Priſon, where, when he 
had ſufficiently languiſned, a Warrant was 
produced to the Goaler to deliver his Pri. 
ſoner to ſome Perſons, who receiving him 
into their Cuſtody, diſpoſed of him in ſuch 
fort, that to this Day he has never been 
heard of. Let the Idolaters conſider how 
much they ought to pride themſelves in the 
Morality, Religion, and Vertue of this 4. 
las of their Empire. 

Now dy'd Pope Adrian, and Leo the IIId 
was elected by the Empreſs's Intriegues, 
not for his Vivacity but his Dulneſs. He 
was ſo wiſe, as to defire to know no more 
than Irene permitted, infected with the new 
Contagion, and zealous for Images (if for 
any thing) he reconciled the Empire to the 
Holy See, and accepted Heraclius's Crown, 


which ſhe, together with her Son, preſented 


to the Church. The Holy Drone who fil- 
led St. Peter's Chair, rather lumbering than 
awake, had yet all the Obſtinacy in favour 
of her, his Miſtreſs, that Ignorance and 
good Will could inſpire; he even abſolved 
her from the Murder of her Husband's Bro- 
thers, Nicephors, Chriſtopher, and others that 

: 


Vo“. ! 


ſhe causꝰ 
then, as 
do, orde 


ded Cha 
her like 
in her w 


People, 


culous, 


Race of 
her Son 
| Speeches 


prehenſi 
for as 
Stauraciy 
city fitt 
into the 
ſhould t! 

Andr 
ner; H 
none up 
ſelf; wi 
phitheat 
preſs's u 
other La 


| the deſpi 


ner, cau 
ſelf, anc 


| mons, v 


Preſence 
Converſ 
to her ſ 
entered, 
upon th 
Diſdain 


VorL. III. The New Atalantis. 203 


III. 
f the ſhe caus'd to be made away at Athens, and 
B. then, as the Roman Emperors were wont to 
r the do, ordered her ſelf to be drawn in a gil- 
upon ded Chariot, the Patricians attending on 
fe az her like her Slaves, through Conftantinople ; 
lucky in her way the ſcattered Money among the 
poſed People, which trivial Donative, was mira- 
him culous, coming from her ! And now all the 
n he Race of Leo Iſauricus were extin& (unleſs 
t was her Son) ſhe every Day gave out ſuch 
Pri. Speeches as might make his Friends ap- 
him prebenſive, that his Lite ould not be long, 
1\ſach for as yet he had never reigned ! whilſt 
been Fauraciuss Popularity and her own Auda- 
how city fitted them with Preparatives to ſtep 
n the into the Imperial Throne, whenever ſhe 
is l. MM fhould think fit to declare it vacant. 
And now ſhe took another Air and Mans 
e Ilia ner; Her Pride and Covetouſneſs found 
egues, none upon Earth fo great and fo rich as her 
He ſelf; when ſhe entered the Cirque or Am- 
more phitheater, ſhe forbore to fit where the Em- 
e new preſs's uſed, becauſe that was mixing with 
if for other Ladies, whom in her haughty Soul 
to the IM ſhe deſpiſed, but in the moſt infamous Cor- 
rown, ner, caus'd a Throne to be raisd for her 
ſented M ff, and three or four more of her Compa- 
o fil- WM nions, whom ſhe vouchſafed to ſuffer in her 
z than Preſence, for the was grown too great for 
ivour MW Converſation, like a Deity, ſelf-ſufficient 
e and I fo her ſelf in every thing . As ſoon as ſhe 
ſolved entered, her Cuſtom was to turn her Back 
s Bro- upon the Audience, after giving a Look of 
rs that Diſdain and Contempt around her, and in 
ihe a little 


— 
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a little while (as if her mighty Soul was 
above thoſe petty Amuſements, and ſcorn 
to be ſo meanly entertained) 
rife and abruptly depart, without reſpect to 
the Order of the Performance, or what 
Confuſion ſhe muſt make among a Set of 
fawning Followers, who all watch'd he 
Nod, with baſe Adulations worſhipping 
chat triumphant Idol, equally the Repreſents. 
tive of thoſe two miſchievous Deities, Pride 
and Avarice, 


Then was Taraſius advanced to the See of 


Antioch, by his Habit only appearing to be 
of the Temple: Taraſms! who was as grea 
an Original in his Kind as {renc. He had al 
the Pride, Ambition, Turbulency, Incon- 
ſtancy, Violence, Obſtinacy, and Spirit of 
Perſecution, that is ſuppoſed to have in- 
fected the fallen Angels. Nor could a more 
advanced Age bring an Allay to his Fury; 
he would have made an excellent Pope, 
when what they call Hereſie was to be ex: 
tirpated. In his Youth he had been of the 
Orthodox, but finding Idol-worſhip ws 
coming to be the faſhionable Religion, he 
2 and preached it, and ſo was mad: 


ſhop of Antioch, without the leaſt Blu 
| were aſlig 


or Reſerve of Modeſty, at hearing what 
were his former Opinions recited; he ſeem! 
to have grown craftier, but not more ho- 
ly; nor did he pretend to it, indulging 
his amorous Vein, and making as man 


Conqueſts over the Bodies of the fair Sei, 
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their Souls. He was once upon hi 
1 Knee 


the would 


Vor. ! 


Knees to 


the Zeal 


| Heaven's 


kind ant 


| be a me 


ſhould d 

turn Ye] 

cruel, 
The B 


vert to ! 


and the ( 


have m. 
Books; |] 
har Gen 
their Edi 
ing: H. 
Library, 
getting, 


| becauſe h 
Divine at 
he ſet h 
dies, the 


the Soul. 
Theſe | 


duſtry) te 
at Conſta 
Conſtantin 


Soldiers 
pack'd fo 
zeſtoꝛe I 


It 


| was 
:ornd 
would 
ect to 

what 
Set of 
d her 
ipping 
eſents- 


„Pride 


See of 
to de 
is great 
had al 
Incon. 
writ ok 
AVE in- 
a more 
Fur; 
t Pope, 
be ex: 
| of the 
NP was 
ON, he 
as mad 


} Bluſh 
g what 
e ſeem! 
ore ho- 
1du] ging 
is Many 
Fair Sel, 
pon hi 


Knee 


vol. III. The New Atalantis, 205 


| Knees to a Lady, afterwards famous in the 


Altar-Service for the Sweetneſs and Com- 
paſs of her Voice, the fineſt Singer of her 
Age ; the good Prieſt laid about him with 
the Zeal of his Function, and beg'd her for 


| Heaven's ſake, and ſomething more, to be 


kind and have Mercy upon him, it mighr 


| be a means of faving his Soul, for he 


ſhould die of Melancholy or Deſpair, or 


turn Self-Murderer, if the continued to be 
cruel, | 


The Biſhop of Galatia alſo became a Con- 


vert to Idolatry, or rather to Jrene's Power, 
| and the Court. This holy Merchand would 


have made an incomparable Vender of 
Books; Nature fits every one with a pecu- 
liar Genius; for he underſtood the Value of 
their Editions more than the Value of Learn- 
ing: He was Maſter of an extraordinary 
Library, which he had found the Art of 
getting, without paying Extortion ; and 
becauſe he would be ſure to be a thorough 
Divine after he was made Lord of Galatia, 
he ſet himſelf to ſtudy the Cure of Bo- 


| dies, the better or eaſter to come at that of 
the Soul, 


Theſe and others of the fame Principle, 


| were aſſigned (noted for indefatigable In- 


duſtry) to manage a Council that was met 
at Conſtantinople, in the ſeventh Year of 
Conſtantine's Reign; but the Citizens and 
Soldiers underſtanding the Deputies were 
pack d for Irene's Purpoſe, ſuch as would 
reſtore Image-Worſhip, they couragiouſly 
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drove them out of the City, as faſt as they 
arrived there, which obliged the Empreſs to 
adjourn to Nice, where the firſt general 
Council fate. Three hundred and fifty Fx 
thers out of the Eaſt and Weſt, met on 
this Occaſion ; the Number of the Italia 
Biſhops gave the Idolaters the Majority. 
They decreed, That Images ſhould be made 
uſe of, but not worſhipped with Li, 
The Pope's Agents were ſo rampant, that 
they would have as much Reſpect paid to 
the Idols, as if the Deity were viſibly pre- 
ſent, which the Fathers would not alloy, 


though they were moſt of them Irene 's Crea. 


tures, whom ſhe had perverted to Idolati 
ſince ſhe came to the Adminiſtration, and 

had been diſguſted concerning Stauraciu. 
This Council was never received by the 
Orthodox Chriſtians. Seven Years alter 
Charles King of the Franks called One at 
Frankfort, where three hundred Fathers al- 
ſembled, who condemned Images and the 
Synod of Nice, The good Patriarch of Con. 
ſtantinople could only give Examples of Pu- 
rity, he had no Power remaining ; and tho 
perhaps the moſt learned, the moſt pious, 
the moſt eloquent Divines that ever adorn- 
ed the Eaſt, were then Prelates of the Em- 
pire ; yet Ignorance, Stupidity, Idolatry, 
and Perſecution, under Conſtantine the Or- 
thodox, had like to have bid fair for the 


Extirpation of them, and of their Wor- 


ſhip. 
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It had been Ceſar's good Fortune ſtill to 
be beloved by his People, who pity'd his 
unhappy motherly Infatuation, rather than 
expoſed it. Whatever Miſcarriages happen- 
ed, were all attributed to rene and her Mi- 
niſters, not to him; they would not know, 
That a Prince far from Evil in himſelf, is 
fill anſwerable for all the Evil he ſuffers o- 
thers to commit under the ſacred Umbrage of 
his Name. Conſtantine Ceſar thought not of 
any, or rather thought not at all. AÆmili- 
and Jrene's Artifice kept him from Re- 
flection: How could he believe himſelf in 
the Wrong, who was hourly applauded for 
being in the Right? All that approached, 
offered Incenſe to Ceſar ! and ſounded Stau- 
racins's Glory! The Empire, he was told, 
never made ſo great a Figure as under his 
Direction; the Barbarians trembling at his 
very Name: His Name! which was ſuffici- 
ent of it ſelf to ſettle or overthrow Pro- 
vinces and Kingdoms. All the known Na- 
tions of the Eaſt and Weſt ſhrouded under 
the Wings of his Eagles for Protection: 
He was their only Aſylum! Letters, Ambaſ- 
ſadors, Congratulations ſtill came cramm'd 
with Ceſar's Glory, and Stauracins's Succeſs ! 

Does the wiſeſt Mortal ever have Recourſe 
to Remedies, when the whole Body of his 
Phyſicians, upon whom he depends, tells 
lim he has no Occaſion for any , or rather 
that his State of Health is ſo well confirm'd, 
that whatever Alterations happens, muſt be 
to his Prejudice? This was Conſtantine Cæ- 

| ar's 
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ſar's Caſe : He was truly, luckily beloved 
by his People, and no leſs happy abroad. 
He ſaw none but what tickled him with tie 
Repetition of his Praifes, his Glory any 
Reputation; he did not ſo much as diſpyte 
but that he was adored as a viſible Divinity, 
the real rankling Sore that lay latent, and 
was but skin'd over by the artful Gloss 
trene and AÆmilius gave, was to all Intent; 
concealed from Ceſar, who could not ap. 
prehend the Malignancy, when he knew of 
no Diſtemper. 

But Irene, who now regretted even that 
Shadow of Empire which was yet in Conf. 
tine, ſaw, that whilſt he was ſo beloved, ſh: 
could not ſtep into his Place with her adord 
Stauracius: Her firſt Artifice was to get hin 
to marry Theodecta, Mary the Arme nian his 
Wife being till alive, and nothing lad 
to her Charge reflecting on her Chaſtity, by 
which ſhe knew he would quickly become 
odious, and her ſelf be revenged for what 
that Maid had done againſt her. Tarj: 
performed the Ceremony; for which Plas 
the Patriarch, and others, the chief of the 
Clergy of Conſtantinople, excommunicate! 
Taraſius; but Conſtantine, or rather Vene, 
impriſoned Plato, and rais'd up ſo furious 
Perſecution, againſt the Orthodox Clergy, 
that even the moſt ſanguine of the Empire, 
could not but perceive they were now 1! 
good Earneſt bent upon Image-Worjhip, 
and upholding the Church of Rome, to the 
Deſtruction of the Creek» 
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Vindictive Irene was reſolved to take this 
Opportunity to vent the Envy and Malice 
brooding in her Heart againſt Plato Patri- 
arch of Conſtantinople and his Adherents, for 
having oppoſed Stauracius, and been fo for- 
ward in their Excommunications; the wou'd 


| try her Right and Title, whether Religion 


or her ſelf ſhould reign. How durſt thoſe 
ſaucy Prieſts diſpute what ſhe directed? Or 
retend to argue upon the Validity of the 
er Marriage, when ſhe had advis d 
it? Now was the Woge which ſhould be 

mortify' d, the Greek or the Roman Church: 
lrene, that furious new Convert, who ne- 


ver was of any Opinion, till now to do 


Miſchief, ſate in nightly Councils, contri- 
ving how they might get the Patriarch con- 
demned ; not as he was a Man, but as a 
Prieſt contrary to their Worſhip ; not for 
himſelf alone, but for his Brethren in him, 
who took upon them an Office that did not 
appertain to them. What had they to do 
to excommunicate for Houſhold and State 
Concerns ? Cou'd not a Man marry, or let 
it alone, but they muſt interpoſe with tel- 
ling what was juſt and fit ? Their Buſineſs 
was only to preach Holinefs of Life, the Sal- 
vation of Souls, not to buſie themſelves 
wth what Men did with their Bodies. 
Cou d not every one live as they would for 
them? Shortly, if this was encouraged, one 
ſhould not ſhift a Scene, or remove an Of- 
cer, but Leave muſt be asked of the Patri- 
ach, good Man, who tho' he made the Care 


or 
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of gaining Heaven his Pretence, his Aim ws 
to come in for a Share in the Dominion of 
the World, elfe he had never dar'd to thuj: 
der his bold Reflections and Excommunicz- 
tions upon thoſe who had Caeſar's Commiſ: 
ſion for acting, and did but what Conſcience, 
and the Exigency of Affairs, required. 
Irene, Cethegus, Cicero, Sergius, Cataline 
the illuſtrious Prelates formerly mentioned, 
and others of the Junto, met in Conſult 
tion at Amiliuss, to debate of puniſhing 
the Patriarch of Cnſtantiniple in the mo 
glaring Manner : Wiſe Cicero, tho' thrown 
into the Idol-Party, was no great Bigot to 
any Religion, and therefore advis'd, © That 
Plato thould be ſet at Liberty, with ſevere 
Advice not to meddle in Excommunieati- 
ons, nor ſuffer his Brethren any more to 
concern themſelves with a T hing ſo remote 
to them as an imperial Marriage. No- 
thing, he ſaid, advanc'd, or made a Cauſe 
ſo conſiderable as Perſecution, the Parent 
of Perſeverance ; from whence reſulted a 
Sanction that made it venerable to the 
People, and took into its Train a Sort ot 
good-natur'd Animals, conſcientious Fools 


another, by way of an infectious Imita. 
tion, whence Millions had been cajolled 
into a Cauſe, and even out of their Lives, 
as if it were inglorious to thow leſs Ob 
ſtinacy than their Leaders had done. Con- 
temptible Beginnings could not be made 
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like neglected Libels, or Flowers without 
Moiſture, that die away of themſelves, 
© and never ſpread but when they appear of 
Importance enough to provoke the Notice 
ok thoſe to whom they are directed, An- 
( ſwers begetting Rejoinder; whence the 
* wiſeſt Part of Mankind never permitted 
' any, but ſilently left the Authors to ex- 
ect the Reward and Neglect which ill 
Nature merited. He further obſerved, 
That the Fear of Puniſhment, awes more 
than does the Puniſhment it ſelf; many a 
Man has been known to tremble at the 
Thoughts or Proſpe& of Evil, that when 


it was arriv'd, bore himſelf couragiouily 


' under it. That whatever could happen of 
' Hardſhip to the Patriarch, would but the 
more indear the People, who always com- 
paſſionate the Sufferers for Conſcience- 
' fake, and were ready to idolize as Mar- 
' tyrs, ſuch who met Perſecution on that 
Account; at leaſt it would make the Pa- 
' triarch more reverenced and popular, ſince 
his Behaviour had ever been ſo blameleſs, 
that Malice it ſelf could not aſſign 
him over to the Odium, even of his Ene- 
© mies, | 555 
That the Innovation they were endea- 
' rouring, was to be compaſs'd more by 
Degrees, than of a ſudden; at ſeveral 
' kimes, rather than at once ; by Artifice, 
| ſooner than by Force; if they would but 
ſudmit the Conduct to him, he would 
: fake his Head upon the Event: Fire and 
1 Sword 
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Sword were very good Arguments to thode 

© who had already f Majority of their $16;, 
© But as he took it, that was not the Caf; 
© in Queſtion, Idol-Worſhip having not 
© yet been the obtaining Religion ; and 
© tho' the Biſhop of Rome might be Poge 
© in Italy, yet at Conſtantinople Plato was Pz. 
* triarch. 

Cataline, the new made Prefect of $i; 
would do ſomething meritorious of his Po. 
motion; and tho' he had not been diſposd 
at this time to be grateful, a Scene of Con. 
fuſion and Ambiguity proved fo agreeabl: 
to his Inclinations, that he muſt have ven 
much croſs'd them, not to have puſh'd it to 
the uttermoſt. Jo that riſing from his Sen, 
he thus addreſs'd the Empreſs. 

As there is nothing, Madam, fo near} 
allyd to the Deity, as the Deſire of u 
venging Injuries, I humbly offer to your 
imperial Majeſty, thar you will youchfaf, 


Repreſentative, Plato, the preſuming Pi 
triarch of Conſtantinople, deſerves to tt 
puniſhed,nor only, as a Miſcreant, in him 
ſelf, bur chiefly for a Terror to other, 
He, Wretch ! deſpicable in his own C- 
pacity ! A Trumpet Fellow! The To! 
of the Party! Halloo'd on by a ful 


mouthed, noifie Pack of Currs, toelſy 
whether your imperial Majeity, and Co. 
ſtantine Ceſar Auguſtus, your royal $01, 
are ripe for thoſe Affronts and Mortific 


tions they intend to offer: Shou d ye ben 
0 
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* ſo great an Inſult, to what a Height wou'd 


? thoſe If « they not be incouraged to Sin ? I humbly 


ir ſicb, Wl « - 
ny; move, That both your imperial Majeſti 
1 would be pleaſed to call a Synod to — 
go with Characters of indelible Infamy this 
Pop ' audacious Man: Leave it to my OY 
as Pz. et the Majority; if your imperial Ma- 
, eſty but once empowers me, it will go 
> Sui; + very hard if I prove not too ſtrong for 
is pre hereditary Opinion, ill-bred Croſſneſs of the 
ipod i Will, Prejudice of Education, national Re- 
Won ( lision, pretended Piety, affected Vertue, 
reeabe and twenty ſuch ſlender Oppoſitions which 
re vert? are never ſo much enforced, as when the 
"4 ir oli Wearers deſign to part with them to Ad- 
is Cop (vantage, and conſequently ſet the greateſt 
Value only to inhance the Price. Have 
5 neu we not Gold, and Honours, and Power to 
1 reward thoſe that ſhall moſt ſtrenuouſly do 
Wh their Duty ? loyal and conſcientious Sub- 
mobifafs dect ſhould be encouraged. Leave it to 
ar ta me to ſelect out men of Spirit and Mettle, 
vine b. Mettle not to be aw'd and brow-beaten 
to be by thoſe Bugbears with which our Patri- 
in hin} arch long has rid us ; Men of Fire and Am- 
3 989 bition, bright and daring, with ſo happy 
own C en Eloquence, that were the Goddeſs of 


he Tor:  Yertue to be arraign'd before them, their 
Noiſe and Gloſs, could feemingly turn her 


a fal-. N 
f to ell into Vice! and give even her ſelf to 
ad Cr doubt whether the yet had an Entity. 
yal Son Madam, and my Lords, I hope you wall 


Aortifics find what l ſay, reaſonable. Were it not 
d ye beat hard, that we, who have waded through 
*10 5 | 510 
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© ſo many Difficulties, and are now in Pof. 


© ſeſlion, ſhould part with our Hold, for: 
© Notion, or fear of Excommunications! 


Cc 


C. wreſtle to the laſt Drop, before we lk 


« 


© jeſty, and Ceſar's gracious Goodneſs have 
© entituled us to. 


C 
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trembling with Zeal! Learning for Re. 


Stammering, and even foaming at Mouth 


Nice before us? Will they endure to hear 


No! No! We will contend! We wil 
thoſe Images which your imperial Mz. 
You ſhall behold u; 


venge againſt that Excommunicator, vehe- 
ment for Perſecution of the Perſecutor! 


out of an unbounded Deſire to acquit ou 
ſelves, and make that ſorry Fellow con- 
temptible : Will not all the Auditors be 
of our Side? Shall we not even carry u- 


what he ſhall offer in his own Defence, 
or rather let us not ſuffer him to make any ? 
Cicero, Madam, is wiſe ; but the wiſci 
may be miſtaken: As this Scene ſhall be 
managed, I hope we ſhall force him (with 
all his Coolneſs) to confeſs he was not in. 
fallible, and that we only were in the Right, 
and himſelf in the Wrong. I doubt rot 
but Your imperial Majeſty will obtain 
from the Synod ſuch a Sentence as fhal 
for ever keep Buſy bodies within thei! 
own Pale! They ſhall be glad to med: 
no more with Marriages! and Emperors. 
with Excommunications! or Fulminati 
ons! Should we deſpiſe, or neglect to pull 
iſh, as the noble Cicero adviſed, they would 


not interpret it our Contempt, but Four 
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© beſides the witty Stelico on ours. What 


© Let us proceed boldly ; let us ftrike ſure 
and home; let us even leave none to re- 
© member they were injur'd ! Order ſucceeds 
© Confuſion 1 prognoſticate this will end in 
© the utter Extirpation of our Enemies and 
e their Hereſie; let us ſecure this Point, 
© and we may aflure our ſelves of the reſt. 
© Have I for ſeven long Years been buſying 
© my Brain to bring Things to this happy 
© State, to have them loſt by Puſillanimity 
© or Lenity, miſcalled, by the wiſe Cicero, 
Policy? No! No! Let's diſpute no fur- 
ther of the Fact, but haſten to aſcertain a 
© glorious Event. 

© I can produce irreſiſtible Orators ; ſuch 
© who always carry the Forum of their Side, 


tho he grows dull, has recourſe to Authors, 
* and is often forced to go to the Shades for 
Recruit; a Man is not obliged to hold 
* out for ever; we muſt not let him lay 
* down, becauſe he is ready at any Occaſi- 
Jon; tho? I muſt tell you, my Lord, tis a 
* hard Taſk to be forced to be witty, be one 
in never ſo appoſite an Humour; but he 
has ſtill Fire and Malice enough to do our 
* Buſineſs : They call him in Contempt, a 
* Bread-Writer , a ſorry Seſterce Fellow; 
© but his Pen is generally acceptable, he plea- 
© ſes thoſe whom he ſtings ; a commodious 
* uſeful Hireling, ſtops at nothing, goes 
* through thick and thin : He cants admi- 
* rably, and pretends to Vertue, but is as 
* Ingrateful and unfair as one could 7 
os 0 
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Hell lay on any Colours, and is fo great an 
« Artiſt, he can metamorphoſe, in a Iwink- 
c ling, the brighteſt Heroe into a dirty Sc. 
« yenger, Then as to the other Extreme; 
© has he not made a very Deity of me? 
and given me and ſome of my Fellow-Pa- 
© tricians, ſuch gay Cloathing, that I defy 
© our beſt Friends to know us in his Garb? 
© He has almoſt perſuaded me to believe (did 
I not feel the contrary) that I am juſt! 
© .couragious.! religious! and very near, 
c merciful! and 1 have rewarded him for 
© it, and would have done more, but that 
© *tis not Politick being too liberal, leſt the 
© poor Rogue ſhou'd get above his Necelli- 
© ties, and grow too great for Buſineſs, or 
elſe indulge too far his native Genius to 
© Lazineſs and being governed by his Wife, 
c Where ſhou'd we then meet ſuch another 


« diligent, obſequious, trembling, dutiful, | 


© mercenary? Many indeed are willing, but 
how few are found able? Stelico ſhall make 
it his Care to daub and miſ-repreſent even 
the brighteſt and greateſt Characters, to 
threaten and ſtigmatize with his Pen, 
thoſe whom we fear and diſapprove; he 


a 


a a 6a A aA A 


Approbation of our Proceedings, viline 

to the Life thoſe of our Enemies, and 

c when we have done our Parts, applaud us 

for the Well-Performance. 

| This Speech of Cataline's, was received witl 
a Plaudit; even Cicero himſelf ſubſided, fee: 


ing it was the general With, and {rene s par 
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ticular One, to have Plato ſacrificed to her 
Reſentment. Only hot Cethegus ſaid, He 
© knew not what Occaſion they had for a 
gynod, their formal Paces and tedious 
© Lengths wou'd ſpin out a tedious time ; 
© His humble Opinion was, That Ceſar alone 
© was ſufficient to command, and for his 
© Part, he ſtood forthwith reſigned, ready, 
Gand willing to obey. 

However, Cethegus his Spirit of Perſecuti- 
on was forced, for once, to mix with the 
Allay of Time, which was no little Morti- 
fication to him. Gracious Irene reſigned 
al Things to the well-pleaſed Cataline, A 
Synod was ſummoned, which he took inde- 
fatigable Pains to manage, ſo as to get the 
Majority on his Side; the holy Patriarch, 
together with the reſt of his Brethren, that 
had joined with him in the Excommunica- 
tion of the bold Biſhop of Antioch, was 
brought out of Priſon, not to hope any 
Thing from their- Defence, but to receive 
their Sentence: All that eccleſiaſtical Zeal 
and Fury could ſuggeſt, was put in force 
againſt them, and Divorces juſtifyed . Never 
were Barbarian Pirates, nor a Banditti ſo un- 
pittifully inſulted. Pride and Ignorance, 
mixed with a wor dy Eloquence, foreign to 
the Purpoſe, were made uſe of to condemn 
them kor their Excommunication ; the Ha- 
nungue was one perpetual Train of Inve- 
gives; they offered nothing ſubſtantial, they 
had nothing to offer, and therefore were to 
ſupply the Defe& of Ou of Argument, 


by 
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by bitter Satyr, and twanging hyperbolical 
Reproach and Contempt. Chriſt had poſi- 
tively forbidden, that any one ſhould divorce 
his Wife, unleſs ſhe was convicted of Adul- 
tery : Taraſius of Antioch had dar'd to re- 
marry the Emperor, Mary his firſt Wife be- 
ing yet living, for which the good Patriarch, 
and others of his Brethren, had excommum- 
cated him; which being according to the 
Command of Scripture, Plato could very 
well make appear, he acted but to obey 
That and his Conſcience. He received all 
the haughty ſtinging Inſults of his Enemies, 
their Pride, Arrogance, ill Manners, and 
Scorn, with a Humility truly primitive, far 
from recriminating ; he lowly bow'd at 
every Period of Reproach ; and when he 
was put to prove, Whence he took his Au- 
thority for Excommunication, he acquitted 
himſelf to the Applauſe of all his impartial 


Hearers : His Defence was ſo holy, ſo mov- | 


ing, ſo humble, ſo unaffectedly natural, fo 
free from Oſtentation or Vanity, that it 
drew Tears from the Eyes of the Spectators; 
who reflected how he had been perſecuted, 
impriſon'd, ruindin Property, abandon 
to the Friendſhip of the Faithful, and every 


way an Object both of Admiration and Pity, | 


However, all he could ſay, ſignify d nothing 
to thoſe who came prepar'd in their Hearts 
tocondemn him, for daring to meddle with 
Gonſtantine's ſecond Marriage, and in that 
the Buſineſs of the Empire: Full of the 


Eloquence of thoſe of their own Side, _ 


dea 


Vo b. 


deaf to 


back to 
and he 
Conſtant 
Ceſ: ar hi 
of the 
before, 
and {kr 


his Mo 


double 


| ſcience, 


they h: 
his Rac 


were c. 


his Wi 
that if 
Marria 
ſo alarn 
was no 
and thi 
himſelf 

Tar; 
Theodet 
Antio] 
ſtantin 
ackhov 


Side, 


Preten( 
© tho? 
© alive 

ve 
gen: 


* Nece 


„the 


© Heir 


III. 


)0lica] 
| poſi- 
ivorce 
Adul- 
to re- 
ife be- 
riarch, 
1mun- 
to the 
1 very 
> obey 
ved all 
1emies, 
85 and 
ve, far 
w 4 at 
1en he 
lis Au- 
quitted 
1 partial 


) movy- | 


1a), ſo 
that it 
QAators; 
ſecuted, 
indond 
d every 


ad Pity, | 


nothing 
r Hearts 
Ve with 
in that 
of * 
de, an 
deaf 


vo L. III. The New Atalantis. 219 


were 3 he ſhould loſe his Title to 


| © the Race of Leo Iſauricus for want of 


deaf to his, he was convicted, and remanded 
back to Priſon, whilſt the triumphant rene, 
and her Party, got a Decree to confirm 
Conſtantine Ceſar's Marriage with T heodetta ; 
Ceſar himſelf appearing in Plaee, not to judge 
of the Merits, becauſe they were termin d 
before, but by his Preſence, to wWorate 
and ſkreen thoſe who acted on the Empreſs 
his Mother's Side; tho' in regard to his 
double Marriage, againſt the Honour, Con- 
ſcience, and Intereſt of his own. But ſo well 
they had manag'd the native Timidity of 
his Race, as to tell him, if double Marriages 


his Wife Theodecla, and conſequently her ſelf; 
that if they remov'd the Foundation, the 
Marriage was neceſſarily deſtroy d; which 
ſo alarm d Ceſar, that his former Tranquillity 
was no more; all gave place to his Fears, 
and the Deſire he had ſtill to preſerve to 
himſelf the Poſſeſſion of his new Empreſs. 
Taraſius, who had marry'd Conſtantine to 
Theodecta, now tranſlated from the See of 
Antioch, an] made titular Patriarch of Con- 
ſtantinople, in the rom of Plato (tho none 
acknowledged him but thoſe on his own 
Side, Plato being ſtill eſteemed Patriarch) 
pretended to prove from Scripture, That 
tho' ſecond Marriages (the firſt Wife ſtill 
* alive) were in themſelves expreſsly forbid- 
den and unlawful ; yet in Caſes of great 
Neceſſity, ſuch as the utter Extinction of 


© Heirs (which Cæſar could not have from 
2 Mary 


— Im—_ — 


© Mary the Armenian, whoſe Conſtitution 
© was deſtroyed by Diſeaſes) they might be 
© diſpenſed with; or rather, Diſpenſation 
* were lawful, as Inclination and Neceſſity 
© ſuggeſted ; expreſsly againſt St. Paul, why 
* forbids us to do Evil that Good may come 
© of 'it-* The new Patriarch inſinuating, that 
etwas a Law and no Law, binding or not 
binding, ſometimes to be broken, as Con- 
c ſcience or Deſire would pow t. The Er. 
© igency of the Caſe could only determine 
© the Point; bur as to this, he boldly ven- 
© tured, in regard of Mary's Defects, to 
© pronounce the Emperor's Marriage with 
© Theodetta lawful. Plate, and the reſt of his 
© Adherents, ought therefore to be condem- 
© ned for ſpeaking againſt it, and much 
© more, for daring to excommunicate thoſe 
< that had aſſiſted, and were the principal 
Actors in it. 


ViRorious over the Patriarch, Irene reſol- 


ved to go on, and extirpate, in favour of 
her Idos. even the Remains of the Ortho- 
dox; all Places of Truſt and Profit were 
filled by the Schiſmaticks, there was even a 
Majority in the Senate ; the Legions only 
could not be affected, for thoſe few great 
Commanders that were made by her and 
Stauracius, were forc'd to give in to the Tide 
of the Soldier; all the Empire (by Inſpi- 
ration) took the Alarm, and roſe as if at 
one Moment ; not a Plebeian, ſcarce a Citi- 
zen, but became tenacious of that Religion, 
they had, ſeemingly fo long neglected ; they 


EN. 
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exclaimed againſt Irene as the Perverter of 
her Son, they counted up all her Male-Ad- 
miniſtration, her Cruelty, the Murther of 
her Husband's Brothers, her Extortion, her 
rerverting Cæſar to Idolatry; for he now 
ve in to her Taſte, and did little in favour 
of the Greeks, or rather all Things in fa- 
vour of the Romaniſts ; an univerſal Spirit 
of Mutiny ſeized the People, the Armenian 
Legions quarter'd in Thrace firſt began, and 
peremptorily required, that the Emperor 
would take. the Adnuniftration of Affairs 
upon himſelf : they were followed by all 
the Legions, Provinces, and Cities of the 
Empire, who at firſt gently, and afterwards 
more loudly, petitioned Car, That he wor! 
be pleaſed to reign alone: They ask d, that 
his Go-Carts might be diſmiſs d, to find it 
he were able to walk of himſelf, for as yet 
he had appeared but as a Pageant, the Re- 
preſentative of Auguſtus; they wanted to be 
introduced, and acquainted with Conſtantine 
their Emperor, and prayed him, that he 
would act without rene, that they might, 
a8 it was high Time, form a Judgement of 
his Capacity and Temper. If he were 
orthodox, let him exclude Idolaters from 
his Perſon, and the Service of the Altar: 
It he were merciful, let it be ſeen, in gi- 
ring Repoſe to the World after fo lingring 
a War; which though it beſtowed upon 


them the empty Name of Victory, yet for- 


bore not to drein the Empire of its Blood 
and Wealth: If he were generous, let Per- 


3 ſong. 
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ſons of Merit be preferred; thoſe whoſe 
Guy Recommendations lay not in Diff. 
mulation, and in their Coffers: If he were 
juſt, let not Stauracius's Legions be the on- 
ly that were paid; let him remember the 
Suffering of the reſt, and the long Arrear 
to the Mariner: If he were wiſe, let him 
Himſelf adminiſter to his People: But if on 
the contrary; they could with Reſignation, 
receive any Misfortunes that derived im- 
mediately from Ceſar, and, as their Duty 
bound them, ſuffer the Will of Heaven and 
(onſtantine's, not requiring more than the 
Eternal Power had thought fit to beſtow ; 
whereas all Things from cruel Irene, and 
thoſe mercileſs Idolaters, her Favourites, 
were inſupportable. The ſame ſaid the Ci- 
tizens of Conſtantinople, when they found 
there was no other Way to preſerve the Pu- 


rity of their Religion, and ſtop the Progreſs | 


of Idolatry; their Rage, animated by their 
Fears, turned into Fury; they called to 
Arms: Which the Emperor (who only could) 
did ſtop the Progreſs of, by ſending him, who 
had ſo ig been term'd Father of the Empire, 
into Exile, with the reſt of the Male-Ad- 
miniſtrators ; He re-inſtated Plato in the Pa- 
triarch's Seat, and permitted the Return of 
his own Friends about his Perſon ; but 
they could not be appeaſed, whilſt yet the 
cruel Empreſs remained at Court; they cla- 
moured louder than ever, that ſhe might be 


delivered to the Soldiers with all her ill-got- 


ten Riches, as lawful Spoil : But the Em- 
| peror 
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ror had a meritorious Tenderneſs for bis 
Mother, though ſhe had deſerved ſo ill of 
him, and of the State; therefore he requi- 
red ſhe might only be baniſhed his Preſence, 
and to preſerve her from the Reſentment ot 
the People that would have torn her in 
pieces, in her Paſſage, he himſelf led her 
out of the Imperial Palace, with great Re- 
ſpect (having by her former Blandiſhments 
been induced to Jove, and by her latter 


| haughty Severities brought to fear her) ac- 


companying her to another more ſuperbe 
and coſtly, that the had built at Eiuthert- 
um, where by her own and her Favourite 
Stagracins's Griping and Extortions, the had 
laid up an immenſe Treaſure, which Ceſar 
out of his Sweetneſs of Temper, ſultered 
her to enjoy. 25 
Then were Mediators diſpatched, who in 
good earneſt intended to give Peace to the 
exhauſted Empire, which at Heart, notwith- 
ſanding its Renown, it ſo much wanted; 
all Things tended under Conſtantine Auguſtuss 
own Conduct, to the Advantage of Religi- 
on and the People. Poplicola, and Agrippa, 
of whom we have not yet ſpoken, ( though 
none can be ignorant of his high Quality, 
Perſeverance, Capacity, and the Share he 
at firſt had in Conſtantines Favour) truly 
Orthodox, and the greateſt Votary of Re- 
ligion that had yet ever been an Honour to 
the Muſe ; the Prince of Campania, Her- 
inigs, and others, were reſtored to their 
former Poſts, from which, if they again 
5 K 4 de part 
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_ depart for Pique or Refentment, or any o- 
ther Injury or Reproach, (as having behel 
the Miſchief their Deſertion occafioned) 
they deſerve to be never forgiven ; for had 
they at firſt ſuffered boldly, and endured the 
Perſecution of the Idolat ers, even to Neg. 
lect and Contempt, 'till they had durſt to 
have crouded others in their Places, theſe 
Calamities poſſibly of the Empire had ne. 
ver been: Then ſhined forth the glorious 
orthodox Empreſs Theodetta ; (Mary the A. 
menian juſt before expired): Then did ſhe 
meet the Reward her Vertue merited from 
the Approbation of the Church and Peo- 
pie, and the Honours the Emperor, her 

ord and Sovereign, fo well (when not di- 
rected by Irene) knew how to beſtow. Ac- 
clamations followed her, with the Appro- 
bation of all thoſe who crouded about her 


Perſon, and had ever heard her Fame, and 


the Extent of her Deſerts. 

Thus miraculouſly was the Greek Church 
delivered from the ſlaviſh Terrors and cruel 
Perſecution of the Roman, and her ſacred Puri- 
ty preſerved from the Pollution of Hereticks 
and Idolaters. Nothing leſs than a Miracle, 
2 Miracie due to the Prayers and Examples 
of thoſe holy Prelates, that inceſſantly im- 
plored Heaven for Redreſs, and gave Ex- 
amples to the Earth, could have relieved 
her from the Jaws of that Lion, who in his 
Heart had already devoured, and would 
have left her even without a Name, or a 
Memorial for any to remember that the had 

ever 
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ny o- ever been: The Fortitude and Reſolution 
behel! M of the Legions and poopie, came not from 
fioned) themſelves ; it was the Inſpiration of that 
or had Almighty Power, who will never abandon 
red the his. Church, though for the Sins of many, 
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o Neg. he may ſeem for a time to leave her mourn- 
urſt to ful Beauties oppreſs'd with Grief and De- 
| theſe I ſpondence, till his interpoſing Goodneſs re- 
ad ne. news her Charms with quickning Luſtre, 
lorious and cauſes them to ſhine forth clear and 
the A. WM frong, after the Diſſipation of thoſe Clouds, 1 
Jid the MY that had for a while obſcured. her Bright- A 
d from ness. | _ 1 N 
d Peo- The Count de S.. Girrone would have reſt- * 
r, her ed here, but that Monſieur the Envoy, with- 


not di- out ſtaying to return him the Thanks that 
. Ace- he deſerved, deſired him to exſpatiate a little 
Appro- WW upon Stauraciuss Character, who had filled 
hut her the Eaſt and Weſt with the Report of his 
1e, and Viftories, what he had already heard did 
not ſeem ſatisfactory enough; to whom 
Church when the Count had anſwered, that he had 
d cruel WM little. more to ſay of him, but by way of 
d Puri- MY Repetition, or ſumming up what had been 
-reticks I ſpoken before, which perhaps his Excellency 
Miracle, M would find tireſome and dull, he paus'd a 
amples MW while, and thus continued-his Diſcourſe, 
tly im- Stauracins the Thracian, having retrieved. 
ve Ex- limſelf from the Exigency of narrow Cir- 
elieved Ml cumftances by ways ſo infamous, that no 
o in his Iſl generous Man, in the laſt Extremity, could 
would foop to, found Fortune, that fantaſtick 
>, or a Il Goddeſs, (who hovered over him at his 
the had IU birth, and cry'd, Thou ſhalt be mine, 
ever K 5 thou 
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thou art my Darling) unaccountably kind 
and indulgent to her Adopted, upon whom 
ſhe diffuſed fo great a Share of her Bleſſings, 
that an extraordinary Courage was by no 
means neceſſary to accompliſh him, ſuch an 
one as her Minion ought to be, ſince by her 
Favour alone ſhe caus'd him to gain ViRo- 
ries, to gain Cities, as it were by an Im- 
pulſe of Deſtiny, that ſo it muſt be, as it 
Fate and Fortune ſhould fay, You are our 
Agent, and nothing ſhall be able to prevent 
what we deſign, Fe came into the Field in 
a lucky Point of Time; at the Period of 
the Perſian Empire, that had flouriſhed long, 
and was grown to ſo gigantick a Height, as 
to be ſhaken by her own Weight, a dege- 
nerate Timidity ſucceeding that Courage, 
which under Cyras had rais'd them to uni- 
verſal Monarchy. Kingdoms have doubt. 


leſs their Bounds and Revolutions, as well | 


as other ſublunary Things, therefore would 
the Perſian have fallen, though Stauracius had 
never been born, who had no occaſion to 
contribute any one Vertue but good Luck, 


towards ſo tremendous an Event, unleſs it 


were allying himſelf to Irene and Aimilius. 
Fortune does not always chooſe the moſt 


Worthy, yet ſeldom do her Favourites prove 


altogether unworthy ; but when a Founda- 
tion is ill laid, the Building generally proves 
irregular : It ſeems to me therefore as if ,$tar- 
racius rather choſe to eſtabliſh himſelf by In- 


_ gratitude and Treachery, than Vertue and Fi- 


delity, becauſe he rejected the Means that 2 
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fair before him to attain that End; and as our 
good and gracious Mother Nature, is ſaid 
to ſend no Poiſon, but the provides an An- 
tidote, the Vice of Avarice, (Stauracins's 
Darling) though fo deſpicable in ir ſelf, 
doubtleſs preſerved the Greeks from a more 
deſpicable Conſequence ; for had he had a 
Nobleſs of Soul, or even had not been fo 
ſordidly covetous, aſſiſted as he was by For- 
tune his Parent and his Mifireſs, What 


| might he not have done? Where might he 


not have reign'd ? But however ambitious 
he might be, Money ſtill had the Aſcen- 
dnt. His Succeſs in Battle he look'd upon 
only as a larger Means to exhauſt the Con- 
quered, and ravage with Impunity ; advan- 
cing only his own Creatures, thoſe that were 
Acceſſaries in ſo. baſe a Work. Had a Man 
of Cataline's Make, had thoſe Opportunities, 
he would quickly have been the moſt dread- 
ful Thing upon Earth: But Srauracins's Me- 
dioerity could rife no higher, or rather fink. 
10 lower, than doing all Things, without 
omitting the meaneſt, to increaſe his alrea- 
dy unnumbered Store. 
He was a Man governed, or rather aw'd_ 
by his Wife, to whom he durſt not but 
ſubmit his own Underſtanding, in concert 
with her Creatures, acting nothing abroad 
but what they firſt advis'd at home. Hap- 
py in having a Temper ſo complying ; for 
it was in Conſideration of that, and him, 
that Paclolus and Ganges gave up their ſhi- 
wng fandy Gold, the glittering Eaſt its: 
Riches,. 
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Riches, and the fertile Campania her Fruit. more. 

fulneſs. His Army was fed, and cloathed whateve 
and pampered, whilſt the half. ſtarved m. to perfc 
ked Legions of Africk, Greece, and Iberia, WM lent in) 


=» 2 Es 


———— ²˙ 3 


= 


Py oe 
. 
— 


bh groan under a long Arrear, fed only with he yet at 
Þ iſtant Expectation, exploring a wintry Sky, not to 
bh and the parching Summer Sands of Mauri. MW compla! 
q tania defenſeleſs and expos'd ! whilſt «A. bis imp 
lius drain'd the Empire, to prevent even MW the Rev 
Stauracins's Deſires; the Flower of the Sol. Enemy 

diery, the Heart of the Treaſury, were per- tainly | 

petually ſent to re-inforce an Army, that MW the Per, 


could not but overcome, when Nature and MW end, ne 
Fortune were for them, Fate and Deſtiny MW ers, ſo 
againſt their Enemies: | 1 weight! 
His Perſon, Quality, and Reputation, pro- War to 
cur'd him many Favours from the fair Sex, MW ing hin 
whoſe Hearts are generally the Warriors have h. 
Prize; but when he grew too old to pleaſe MW confine 
without any other Conſideration, being fix W Aſcend 
ed to his Principle of Covetoufneſs, he vous, . 
went in fearch of much cheaper Pleaſures, W more f 
and found his Account with a Reverend Mor 
Matron, in a common Houſe of Entertain- MW ceivins 
ment, where, as Occaſion called, he uſed WM ae a 
to come Incognito, and through a (ilaſs-Door Tas goo 
with a tranſparent Curtain, ſeeing and un- W ſequen 
ſeen, make choice among a Number of fair WW ply'dr 
Ladies. The Courtexan, who was ordained to miſ 
for his Evening Diverſion, had a Preſent of WW rel to 
One Hundred and Twenty Nine Sefterces have d 
from his Highneſs; fo deſpicable a Reward, ly bec: 
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more. Then for his Probity, he promis d 
whatever you required, but was ſure never 
to perform, unleſs you brought an Equiva- 
ent in your Hand. Owing all to his Prince, 
he yet arrived to that height of Inſolence, as 
not to yield him the Diſpoſal of any thing; 
complaining upon the leaſt Attempt, that 
his important Services were neglected, and 
the Reward aſſigned to others: Juſtly an. 
Enemy to Peace, becauſe Peace would cer- 
tainly be an Enemy to him; prolongin 
the Perſian War, leſt his own Power ſhoul 
end, never valuing the Lives of the Soldi- 
ers, ſo that he but preſerved his own, nor 
weighing the exorbitantExpence of a foreign. 
War to the People at home, whilſt enrich- 
ing himſelf abroad. His Ambition would 
have had no Bounds, had not his Avarice. 
confined it; which happening to be his. 
Aſcendant, has proved not teſs miſchie- 
vous, though the other might have been 
more fatal. 

Monſieur le Count, anſwered Horatio, per- 
ceiving St. Girrone had done ſpeaking, You. 
are a bitter Enemy ; I hope at leaſt you are 
as good a Friend; they are generally Con- 
ſequences of one another. My Lord,. re- 
ply'd the Count, I beg your Lordſhip not 
to miſtake me.. I have no perſonal Quar- 
rel to thoſe I have been. ſpeaking of, they 
have done me no particular Injury; it is on- 
ly becauſe they are great and glaring Ene- 
mies to Vertue that I am an Enemy to 
them, and therefore I muſt quote Prece- 
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dents; Aenophon, Thacidides, Plutarch, Livy, 
Saluſt, and thoſe other Writers, who have 
impartially related the Imperfections even of 
Heroes, are valued more particularly for 
their Sincerity. It is not becauſe they were 
ſuppoſed to have received Injuries, or even 
been acquainted with all thoſe whoſe Im- 
perfections they thought fit to record, and 
therefore could have no perſonal Prejudice; 
but becauſe an honeſt Man is impatient to 
have Juſtice done to the Worthy and Un. 
worthy. Who can bear to have the Ora. 
cle of an Empire live in a Courſe of Craft, 
Deceit, and known Adultery, and not de- 
reſt thoſe fine Qualifications, that want force 
enough to teach him this plain Leſſon, That 

no Man has true, good, ſound Senſe, who 
is immoral? Thoſe very Advantages he 

poſſeſſes, make him more deſtructive to the 
Community. Vice is very infectious ! and 
will not the half-witted Man, who has not 
enough to be throughly honeſt, be apt tc 
think an Imitation, after ſo bright an Ori- 
pin, very pardonable, if not laudable? 

ave not vicious Habits their Faſhions as 
well as Garments ? Tis the Great that make 
Examples, which the Little are proud to 
follow: Ought they not to ſet a double 
Guard upon themſelves, fince in Them a 
Nation often fins ? Methinks 'tis hard, and 
T have often wondered at it, why that Man 
ſhould be thought uncharitable, a Latyriſt, 
or Liveller, who but repeats with his Pen, 
what every Body fearleſsly reports with his 
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Tongue : Is it becauſe the Reproach is more 


indelible ? Let the Great take heed then how 
they 555 Occaſion; let them beware how 
they ſit to have the Picture of their Vices 
made immortal. Do you believe the Liber- 
ty ſuffered at Arhens in their Dramatick 
Pieces, did not reſtrain ſeveral who were 
viciouſly inclined, fearful of ſeeing them- 
ſelves repreſented? The Satyriſt muſt be 
thought of uſe to his Country, though I 
an't forgive him, that betrays the Weak- 
neſs of his Friend, or any Secret that he 
happens to be let into, of what Nature 
ſoever ; or who, having been obliged, or 
received into Families, finds the defenceleſs 
Part, and expoſes their Foible to the World: 
Thoſe are Meaneſſes below Contempt, ſcarce 
any can be guilty of them. I muſt always 
condemn the Perſon from whom Scandal 
fr{t ariſes ; him that gives a Man or Wo- 
man (perhaps yet young in Vice) to the Ru- 
in of Tongues, and throws their Reputati- 
on to the Winds, to be torn and ſcattered 
by malignant Fame. I would have every 
one tender, even how they repeat any Thing 
diſadvantagious of another, till he be very 
well aſſured not only of the Truth, but 
that the Matter of Fact is no longer a Secret: 
Nay, and even then, I would have him di- 

ſtinguiſn between a Start, and a confirm'd 
Habit of Vice. We have all our Frailties; 
the Suppreſſion of them is doubtleſsly me- 
itorious ; but the Glorying in them, by an 
oſtentatious long Courſe of Evil, and refu- 
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ging under the Splendour of a Great Name 
and Quality, is ſomething ſo abominable, 
as muſt give Offence to every honeſt Man, 


How likes the grateful Perſon the Ingrate- 
ful? Ingratitude is the vileſt of all Vices! 
and moſt oppoſite to natural Equity, and 
yet it is the moſt common; it is never Pound 
among Brutes, not even the moſt favage 
and cruel: The Lions are to be mollify'd by 
Benefits; Men alone are naturally ingrate- 
ful; and yet there is ſomething in it ſo 
ſhameful, that there was never yet one 
tound, that proved an. Advocate for it, or 
that would confeſs himſelf guilty.: There 
fore when we behold it in a Prince, have 
we not Liberty to decry, deteſt, and expoſe 
it? In like manner, to ſee unbounded Co- 
vetouſneſs, Gripings, and Extortion croud- 
ing the Souls of thoſe who ought to give 


profitable Examples to the People beneath 


them, is abominable! And ſo in reſpect of 
all thoſe other Defects, which I have ob- 
ſerved often in the Conſtantinopolitan Heroes, 
and which are ſo obvious and confirmed, 
that not a Child, who has ever heard of the 
Name of C(ataline, but knows his Irreligion, 
Wickedneſs, and Artifice ! of Cthegus, but 
is acquainted with his Vanity, Cruelty, and 
fiery IIl- nature! of Stauracius, but deteſts 
his Ingratitude and Avarice! and ſo of the 
reſt, Therefore, my Lord, purſued he 
ſpeaking to Horatio, tis not that I am un- 
fair, but becauſe that they are. notoriouſly 
tou}, If we ſpeak of them at all, we muſt 
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ſpeak of them as they are; and tho per- 
haps a great many may think, twere better 
to let the Subject alone, I ſay again, that 
tis the Duty of every particular Perſon to 
contribute what he can to the Service of 
Vertue, and is it not for her Service to de- 
ay Vice, even in the Greateſt ? nay, tis 
there more particularly our Duty, becauſe 
it may warn others from coming into their 
Faſhion, 1 

The Count has Reaſon, anſwered Mon- 
ſieur / Envoy ; but we do not hear him ſay 
any Thing of 1rene's Return to Court, and 
of Conſtantine Ceſar's being more infatuated 
than ever. Becauſe, my Lord, modeſtly 
reply'd the Count, that I know no further 
than what paſs'd whilſt I was at Conſtanti- 
nple, The Empreſs Dowager, as ſhe was 
beginning to be call'd, was juſt then gone 


| to her fine Houſe in Flutherium, and Stau- 


racigs with her; Things took a new Turn 
at Court; the Idolaters were ſuppreſſed, and 
the Emperor called about him his own 
Friends But this Change was not above 
four Days before I departed, ſo that I for- 
bear to ſpeak of what | have ſince been on- 
ly informed of by others. I'll aſſure your 
Lordſhip, the Abode I made ar Conſtantinople, 
contrary to my Genius which has not yet 
took ſuch a ſerious Turn, forced me to ap- 
pear a Politician in my own Defence; for 
there is nothing but Politicks and Religion 
the Mode, unleſs in Julius Sergiuss Palace, 
where Luxury reigns at the height, If you 

would 
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would diſcourſe of Love and Gallantry you 
muſt have recourſe to thoſe antiquated Beau. 


ties, who know not how to go out of the 
Road of their own Time, and would il 


be admired, though contrary even to Ns. 


ture, as well as the Faſhion, Tell a your 
Lady ſhe's handſom, and ſhe'll preſently fie 
as if ſhe thought yon mad; tis not now- 
a-days that they hear any ſuch T hings : But 
ask her, who ſhe's for, the Pope or the 
Patriarch? and ſhe'll underſtand you pre- 
fently ; and after fhe has delivered her Opi- 
nion, ſhe'l] defend it with a Volley of Ar- 


guments. Implore a tempting Beauty, talk 


of her Cruelty, and beg her to have pity; 
ſhe'll preſently ask you, Is the Patriarch, &c, 
in Danger ? Do they deſign to puniſh him? 
and eagerly conjure you, nf Heaven's ſake, 
to let her into the Secret? In a word, the 


moſt illiterate, the leaft ſpiritual, have a | 


Chain and Rote of Argument, which, by 
hearing nothing elſe, they are become entire 
Miſtreſſes of, and can diſcourſe upon, to the 
Excluſion of their formerly adored Topicks, 
Scandal, Cloaths, and Gallantry ; Heavens 
how they throng'd to hear the Patriarch of 
Conſtantinople examin'd ! Every Day, and al 
the Day, they beſieg'd the Aſſembly. I re- 
member I once fate by a certain Lady, who 
had been conſtantly there ; ſhe ran on mighti- 


ly in the Praiſe of Solitude, how much ſhe 


was an Admirer of that, and hated 2 
Croud : yet ſhe had been forced to riſe every 
Morning at Four a-Clock te come 9 1555 
i | | oOdious 
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xlious Aſſembly: Then talking of what 
they deſigned to do with the Patriarch-who 
had been the Occaſion of all this Buſtle, 
ſhe wiſhed he were crucify'd for it: For her 
art ſhe lov'd Moderation, and did nor de- 
Fr any Thing worſe ſhould come to him. 
This, my Lords, was the Court-Strain when 
| was at Conſtantinople, 

The greareſt Pleaſure J found was in an 
Adventure that happened to me of the Aſian 


| Side, where 1 was retired upon account of 


an Indiſpoſition, thinking the Air and Soli- 
tude a better Means of Recovery than the 
Croud and Vapours of a Court. I left my 
People at my uſual Reſidence, and took 
only my Valet and one Slave: 1 chanced 
into a neat Houſe, with an agreeable Land- 
lady ; and becauſe I avoided Company, I 
paid her her Price for the whole, though 
much more than I had occaſion ior, or de- 
honed to uſe. 1 had ſcarce been there two 
Days when ſhe came to me, and intreated 
me to ſpare her ſome Part for a Lady of 
Quality, and her three beautiful Daughters, 
who deſigned to remain Incognito, having 
ſome Meaſures to obſerve before they ap- 
peared at Court, and could not conveni- 
ently be any where but at her Houſe, whom 
ſhe could truſt, I told her, I found the way 
in the Eaſt was to be mercenary ; I could 
do nothing without a Bribe; but if the 
would promiſe to introduce me to their 
Acquaintance, the whole Houſe, unleſs my 
own Apartment, ſhould be at the anne 
| 0 
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ef the Ladies. You may be ſure the Bargain 
was quickly ſtruck, and, after a Nighr, 
Repoſe, I had the Honour to be ad. 
mitted. . 

One muſt do the Perſon, who appeared 
the Mother, this Juſtice, that ſhe looked 
very youthful to have three ſuch well grown 
Daughters; ſhe was perfectly fair, but 
infinitely affected. It had been the Faſhion 
when her Ladyſhip was the Faſhion, and 
ſhe knew not how to depart from it. ] 
had the good Luck, to pleaſe her, without 
deſiring it; I don't know why 1 call it ſo, 
doubtleſs any young Fellow, of a promiſing 
Conſtitution, might have done the ſame, 
though my Eyes and Heart were already 
directed to one of her Daughters. She was 
as quick as Lightning, and obſerving my 
Attack, would prevent my Affections taking 
that Route ; and therefore, by ſome intel- 
ligent Glances and Nods, got rid of thoſe 
inſupportable Companions, that would 
deſtroy her Claim to Youth and Admi- 
rat ion. | 

The firſt Thing ſhe ſaid, was to tell me, 
She marry'd extremely young; That there 
was ſcarce Thirteen between her ſelf and 
her eldeſt Daughter; That her Lord was an 
old Man when ſhe marry d him, and ſhe had 
ſuffer d an inſupportable Martyrdom, had 
not his Quality obliged them to be very 
much at Court, where the Gallantry that 


then reign'd, compenſated for any Mortifi- þ 


cation that one met with at Home» She ran 
on 
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on next in a long Chain of how many Lo- 
vers ſhe had had, and, under feigned Names, 
gave me A Cons or of Swarms that had 
ſuffered for her: I did not alk which way, 
| think ſhe put no leſs than three Emperors 
into her Liſt, beſides a Train of Conſuls, 
MWböiliſſim, and Patricians : She deſtroyed my 
paſt Wonder every Moment with new; I 
thought, if ever I ſhould ſuffer Martyrdom 
under a Female Tongue, it was now. Thus 
far ſhe did me a Kindneſs, that not knowing 
very well what to ſay to her (reſolving not 
to be put upon the Roll for one of her Lo- 
vers) I could ſcarce have furnifhed any 
Thing on my Side for Converſation; bein 
mturally ſincere, I hate vain Oblations and 
Flattery, and have ever found my ſelf at a 
Loſs, how to begin with a Woman I was 
not diſpoſed to love; A. pretty young Lady 
has ſomething in her Face, her Perſon and 
Manner, that gives one a thouſand agree- 
able Hints. I would poſitively have ſome 
Method found out to acquaint all Women 
with their Decay; they ſhould be told when 
they begin to be no longer charming, for 
they will never know it elſe : Nothing is ſo 
ridiculous as their carrying Things to Ex- 
tremity; they would join the Spring to Au- 
tumn, May and December, the two Ends of 
Time, in a True-love's Knot. When a 
Man, Owner of either good Nature or Po- 
liteneſs, happens in the way of a Woman 
that will be taking, and finds him ſo, what a 
tooliſh Part muſt he act! I took ſuch a _ 
5 Leit 
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feit that Evening of an elderly Lady 
Amours, that I have run away ever fince 
when there was the leaſt Danger of being 
left alone with any of them. 

At laſt, Heaven be praiſed ! a Collation 
relieved me: Take her out of her vain amo- 
rous Strain, and ſhe was very good Comps- 
ny, underſtood the World, and a Court, and 
had ſeen much that way, but was poiſoned 
with Affectation and Self-Conceit ; ſhe had 
been uſed to thoſe who flatter d her Charms 
and ſhe could not be reconciled to Indifte 
rence; it was eaſie to find where ſhe had 
her Education. I had not the leaſt Inclim- 
tion to enquire of her, who ſhe was! 
which I believe ſhe would not have took ill, 
tho' never ſo much againſt the Rules of 
good Breeding: Curioſity-is often a Proot 
of liking, which T quickly found, upon the 
Return of the young Ladies, who fil d thei 
Places at Table with us. 1 took care to 
confine my Eyes, tho' I could net my Wiſh: 
es, ſo that Supper being over, I made 2 
Pretence to retire, tho her Ladyſhip would 
fam have engaged me at Cheſs, a Game ſo 


ſedate, that F wonder how the Mert| 


in her Temper would ever permit her to 
lear n it. ; ' ; i 


I was fo happy in an Hour after, to fin! 


the Ladies intheGarden, who were diverting 

themſelves at my Coſt ; they rallied me to! 

the Complaiſance their Mother had for mt, 
which I had rectived with ſoch an awkward! 

Air, that as they were pleaſed to ſay, — 
1 pity 
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pity d me for it; we laughed good Patt of 
the Night away in an agreeable Converſa- 
tion, tho' I found they were very much up- 
on the Watch, for fear her Ladyſhip ſhould 
know of the Liberty they took. I was fo 
happy to ſingle out her that had charmed me; 
we began a Commerce ſomething more ten- 
der than Gallantry; all I could learn from 
her that Night was, that the was marry'd 
more for Intereſt than Inclination ; ſhe even 
proceeded to tell me, that it was dangerous 
for young Ladies in her Circumſtance. to 
converſe with Perſons fo agreeable as I was; 
this rouſed my Vanity, that had lain latent 
ſince my Departure from the Court of Or- 
[eans e J had heard nothing like an Amuſe- 
ment of that inchanting kind in the poli- 
tick Air of Conſtantinople, tho! 'tis true there 
ve the handfomeſt Women of the World 
there. The Greeks, your Lordſhips know, 
have the Reputation of it, but they are 
ſoured by the new Faſhion Tour of Religion 
and Politicks ; tho' I would not have you 
think that they are a Jot more holy, lead 
better Lives, or are grown more wiſe : On 
the contrary, their Impertinence is now in 
the wrong Place, and therefore a thouſand 
times more intolerable, fince' we can ſooner 
forgive an Abſurdity that's natural, than one 
that's acquired. | FH 

I conjure your Lordſhips to believe, that 
| never found my ſelf in ſuch a Surprize 
lince I was born, as the next ; Morning, at 


| keing a Coach of Hire ſtop at the Gate, 


and 
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and the Empreſs Irene lighting out of it, 
with only one Woman of her Chamber, 
who lugg d a ſmall Cargo, which I after. 
wards heard was ſome Wine and cold Frag. 
ments of her laſt Night's Supper which ſhe 
had cauſed to be ſet aſide by way of good 
Husbandry, which ſhe is perfectly acquaint- 
ed with, to come and eat with thoſe Ladies: 
I with ARoniſhment heard, that the old one 
was her own Siſter. Madam the Princeſs 
(the Mother was ſo called) her Lord had 
been perpetual Proconſul or rather Prince 
in Mauritania, but apoſtatizing to the Sara. 
zen Religion he was expell'd the Empire, 


and refuged himſelf in the Perſian Court; 


by which I could recolle& how her Highneſs 
came to reckon ſo many Emperors in her 
amorous Train. She was a Widow and 
hated at Conſtantinople ; for it was ſuſpeRted, 
that by the force of Gold dextrouſly ap- 
ply'd to her Siſter's Foible the Secrets of 
the Empire were no longer ſuch to the 
Perſian ; therefore ſhe durſt not publickly 
appear 'till the Way was ſmoothed for her, 
and the Inclinations of the People conſulted, 


My beautiful Miſtreſs was ſo complaiſan | 


to tell me their Quality, knowing I had ſeen 
the Empreſs ; but ſhe recommended the &. 
cret to me, and ſuffer'd me to value my fell 
upon the Favour ſhe had ſhown me in re- 
vealing it. They yet ſtaid a Week longer 
at that Houſe, where /rene came in the ſame 


Manner ery Day for three Hours; ſhe 
E 


uſed to ſhut her ſelf up with the Mauritania 
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princeſs, and was ſo obliging, as to allow 
ne the Converſation of her Nieces; who 
were kind in their Turn, and left me no 
more alone with her Highneſs, whoſe Ci- 
vilities I did not much pride my ſelf upon, 
when I once became acquainted with her 
diffuſive Character. 5 | | 
We all return'd to Conſtantinople, where 
jet the Princeſs remained incognito; the 
young Ladies, who had no ſuch Things to 
fear, were every Day at the Empreſs's, by 
which means I came oftner on her ſide than 
before. I thought my ſelf very happy in 
an agreeable tender Correſpondence with 
that lovely Lady who had charm'd me ; but 
teing oblig'd to follow her Lord into Sicily, 
ſhe carry'd away with her all the Taſte 1 
had for the Conſtantinopolitan Court. I could 
not remain in a Place which her Abſence 
had made ſo diſagreeable; and therefore de- 
parted without Regret, carrying her fair 
= with me, which yet I have not been 
ſo unhappy to loſe the Idea of. | 
Monſieur le Count has finiſhed in a lucky 
Moment, reply d the Envoy ; I ſee my Peo- 
pc coming to tell us they have ſerved: A. 
u my dear St. Girrone, refreſh your ſelf 


x Dinner, and receive our Approbation and 
Thanks within. 


R 
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Otwithſtanding the ſplendid Enter 

tainment, generous Wines, polite 

Converſation of Monſieur le Emy, 
and that of the diverting Count de St. Ci. 
rone, Horatio was buried in ſo profound: 
Melancholy, that it was eaſie to ſee all his 
Regards were turned inwards, there to con. 
template upon what more powerfully affe- 
ed him, than outward Objects: Not that 
he was wanting in the leaſt to Decorum, or 
an eafie Manner of Behaviour ; but tht 
Sprightlineſs and Fire which us'd to enliven 
his Converſation, ſeemed exchanged for 
languid Tenderneſs, if not quite fo animt- 
ing, yet not leſs moving. It was impoſlibl 
to ſee him, and not take part in all his Con. 
cerns ; he made it every one's Wiſh to con. 
tribute to his Relief, and to ſhare in a Bu- 
then which ſeem d ſo oppreſſive. 


Monſieur de S:. Girrone fail'd not to ſay | 


great many ſenſible Things to him on tit 
Part of Vena, whoſe Merit and Death, he 
had learnt from the Prior; but becauſe he 
ſaw that returning to a Scene ſo doleful | 
it ſelf, rather increaſed Horatio's Sorrow, 
he endeayour'd by changing the Subject to 


one more diverting, to bring if poſſible 


thoug! 
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though but for a ſhort time, ſome Suſpenſion 
to the Exceſs of it. | 
— { Speaking of the Merit of Wives, he aſk'd- 
—— Þ Hratio, If he knew at Conſtantinople ſuch a one, 
naming a Lady who had found a Method to 
E double her Fortune by the Generoſity of her 
nter Gallant > by which means her Husband be- 


5 e. came infinitely fond of her, tho he had 
Do ever been cool till then: At the ſame time 
* dey continuing his Diſcourſe, he enquired of 
) i - his Lordſhip, if he was not intimately ac- 
u quainted with Gratian of conſular Dignity ? 
y aſe He has drank, my Lord, in Favour of Ho- 


rel the Court-Droll, out of Circe and Me- 
dea's Cup; for tis certainly Infatuation that 
not leans but bows him that way; he's the 
firt Man ſure of Senſe, that doats in ſpight 
of Nature, or even in contradiction to her. 
You know Horella; alas! can any Thing 


Jot that 
rum, 01 
but that 
) enliven 


ed fora 


_ be ſo forbidding, not to ſay frightful ? Yer 
wc be paſſes whole Days in kiſſing her Toes, 
| 8 = and playing with her Ears, a new Method of 


Amour, and ſhe brags of it. Will any Bo- 
dy pretend to diſpute of Tafte after this? 
The honeſt Gentleman her Husband, is the 
only one in' the Empire that knows Them, 


in a Bu- 


t to ſay] 
n on the 
Heath, he 
ecauſe be 


loleful 1 


jalous of his Honour, it would certainly 
drire him to Extremity, therefore they for- 


N * of a long ſtanding. How very much 
bel Incerity, and Ignorance of what tis pre- 
Though ſumed we ought to know, can ſometimes ex- 


| Poſe a Man! He was, a little before I left 


L 2 ( x- 


and knows not their Intrigues; he is ſo 


bear to tell him of it, tho' the Affair has 
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Conſtantinople, at a publick Aſſembly, where 
the Conſul ſhew'd a very fine Diamond he 
had lately purchas d: Every one gave their 
Opinion of it, at length it came to his 
Turn; Why ay! ſays the poor Gentleman, 
with a very ingenuous Air; tis very fine; 
but is it not great Vanity to lay out ſo much 
Money upon Right, when Counterfeit make 
as good. a Shew ? There's Bird at Home az 
_ glorious as the Sun, you would ſwear ſhe 
was ſtuck with Jewels, and all falſe. The 
whole Company had much to do to forbear 
laughing in his Face; fortunately he was 
call'd away, and left them to do it among 
themſelves, not forgetting to commend Fj- 
rella's Addreſs, who could paſs the rea], ſub- 
ſtantial, reſplendent Diamonds given her 
by Gratian, for falſe glittering Imaginaries, 
on the Credulity of her uxorious Hus- 
band. 

The indiſcreet Conduct of Ladies, ſuch as 
theſe, reflect, thro' Miſapplication, upon 
the whole Sex. I could never give my {ell 
a Reaſon why the Epheſian Matron of Petr 
ius ſhould pleaſe ſo much, unleſs it were 


for the Sarcaſticalneſs. Can any Thing be 


more unnatural than a beautiful Lady ( who 
doubtleſs might have commanded the molt 
Lovely of the Youth) juſt expiring throug| 
Grief and Abſtinence, tempted to diſhonour 
her ſelf, and that Glory ſhe had ſo dearly 
purchaſed, for a deſpicable common Centr 


nel! Could the Charms of his Meat and Wine, 


in a Moment, make her forget what Fo 
en 
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been moſt valuable to her, ſo as to paſs to 
in Extremiry like her's, without a bigger 
Temptation; ſomething more ſhining than 
could be ſuppoſed to adorn the Manner of 
ſuch a Scoundrel Fellow ? He ſhould have at 
Jaft allowed her one Night, that Gratitude 
might have interpoſed in Merit of the Bene- 
ft received from her Bene actor, and not 
have made ſo much haſte unnaturally to 
corrupt a Vertue that ſeemed confirmed. Pe- 
tronius's Deſign was doubtleſs to expoſe the 
Frailty of the Sex, ſhew their Paſſions in 
full force, and their Reaſon of no Account 
when compared with them; but had he 
lived to this Age, had he ever been ar C 
fantinople, and beheld the wonderful Porcia, 
he would have been a Convert to their Vere 
tue. Your Lordſhip cannot be ignorant of 
Porcia's Charms. 1 have never been ſo happy 
to ſee her, replyed Horatio, therefore, p- iy 


| Count, conſider me as one who hearkeas, 


with Pleaſure, to all you can ſay. 

Then your Lordſhip, anſwered the Count, 
has never ſurveyed what moſt in the Sex de- 
ſerves your Admiration } Her Perſon has as 
many Charms as you would defire in a Mi- 
freſs, if from all that beheld her you wanted 
to have your Choice confirmed and applauded. 
dhe is one of thoſe lofty, black, and laſting 
Beauties, that ſtrikes with Reverence, and yet 
Delight; there is no Feature in her Face, nor 
any Thing in her Perſon, her Air and Man- 
ner, that could be exchanged for any others, 
and ſhe not prove a Loſer: Then as to her 

L 2 Mind 
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Mind and Conduct, her Judgment, her Senſe 
her Stedfaſtneſs, her Reading, her Wit and 
Converſation, they are admirable; ſo much 
above what is moſt lovely in the Sex, ſhut 
but your Eyes, (and allow for the Muſick o 
her Voice) your Mind would be charmed, 
as thinking your ſelf converſing with the 
moft knowing, moſt refined of ours; free 
from all Levity and Superficialneſs, her Senſe 
is ſold and perſpicuous. Lovely Porcia is ſo 
polite, ſo neat, ſo perfect an Oeconomift, 
that in taking in all the greater Beauties of 
Lite, ſhe does not diſdain to ſtoop to the 
oft inferiour; in ſhort, ſhe knows al 
t,t a Man can know, without defpiſing 
what, as a Woman, the ſhould not be ig 
norant of. 
Inimitable has been her ConduR, and 'tis 
owing to her prodigious Modeſty alone, that 
the whole eaftern Empire does not ſound her 
Glory. She has deſired to live unknown, 
and has confined her ſelf to a narrow Part 
of it, elſe her Fame had been as diffuſive as 
her Merit; wiſely declining all publick Af- 
ſemblies , the is contented to poſſeſs her 
Soul in Tranquillity and Freedom at Home, 


amongſt the few Happy ſhe has honourd 


with the Name of Friends. 

Porcia was marry'd very young to a Gentle 
man, who poſſeſſed larger Territories than 
other fine Qualifications : Their Years were 
unequal as their Deſerts. His Education,which 
had not always brought him to Onſſtanii- 


nople to converſe, together with a * | 
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Moroſeneſs of Temper, made him rather a 
rigid Maſter, than a tender Conſort to the 
amiable Porcia ; yet ſhe never complained, 
ſupporting his Exceſſes, both in Debauch 
and IIl- humour, like a Martyr, cheartul un- 
der her very Sufferings. 

Propitious Heaven unloos'd the rugged 
Chain: He dy'd, ſhe was no longer mar- 
ried, left very young, very handſome, very 
ich, but very wiſe : The three former Qua- 
liications drew Crouds of Adorers, the 
latter as dextrouſly diſpers d them. 

Since her Widowhood, the has been the 
perpetual Mark of thoſe who wanted For - 
tune, and of ſuch who aſpired at poſſeſſing 
Merit and Beauty; a Croud of Undeſervers, 
2 Train of Deſervers: The Diſtinguiſhing 
adore her Perfections, the Generality wor- 
ſhip her Poſſeſſions. Many are her perſo- 
ml Lovers ahd who even deſerve to be 
beloved; but her Reſolution no moie to 
inſlave her ſelf, has left them ſmall Part to 
hope in her Favour, all in her Eſteem. 

>ertain of being Heireſs to her Father, a 
Gentleman of great Riches, together with 
her own large Poſſeſſions, had the been in- 
fluenced by her Paſſions, might not ſome 
tender Sentimem at an unguarded Moment, 
given her to have made a Choice ſrom 
out of the Croud that im portuned her, a 
Choice worthy the Name of Happineſs * 

Porcia ſhining in true Merit, and poſſeſ- 
ſed of all things glorious when poſſeſſed of 
her ſelf, has in every minute Particular 

| L 4. tus 
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fulfil'd the Character of a Woman of nice 
Honour and ſtrict Vertue, joining in Opi. 
nion with thoſe, who think all Women ok 
Fortune ought to marry once; and fixd to 
her own, that Glory permits none of the 
true Poſſeſſors. of it, without ſome undeni. 
able Conſideration, to marry twice. 
Strictly Orthodox, Porcia has bent her 
Fortune and Applications to the Advantage 
of the true Religion. In a Word, no Per- 
fection is feeble, or ſhines dim in Porcia; 
all is ſtrenuous, bright, confirmed, and un- 
exceptionable, She only is worthy to ſup. 
ply the Loſs of Ximena, in ſo great a Breaſt 
as Horatio's, were Fortune to do what Merit 
has done, would the not make the Union? 
Where more juſtly could we beſtow the 
Charms of a Heroine, who has done all 
things for Vertue and Honour, than in the 
Arms of a Heroe, who has left nothing un- 


done for Fame and Glory! 


Horatio, with a Smile, perhaps leſs con- 
ſtrained than any that had departed from 
him, ſince the Loſs of Aimena, told the 
Count de Sr. Girrone, He had Power to do 
all Things; and if ever he return'd to Con- 


/tantinople, his firſt Buſineſs ſhould be to get 


himſelf introduced to the charming, more 


than charming. the meritorious Porcia, The 
Ambaſſador ſaid, when his Affairs were 
diſpatched, he would beg Leave to attend 
his Lordſhip with the ſame Curioſity, to 
behold the © 

the Deſire of theirs, 


rnament of her own Sex, and 
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Nothing can be more my Wiſh, purſu d 
the Count de St. Girrone, addreſſing to Ho- 
ratio, than bringing any Diverſian to that 
deep ſettled Thoughtfulneſs I obſerve in 
your Lordſhip. I hope I have at leaſt amu- 
{ed you in ſpeaking of Porcia's Merit. I 


reſt expreſsly ſo long upon the Conſtantinopo- 


Nan Court, becauſe the Adventures of thoſe 
we know, are incomparably more —_— 
to us, than of ſuch whom we never hear 
of; and in this Purſuit, my Lord Ambaſ- 
ſador, I muſt have leave to forſake your 
Excellency for ſome Moments, applying 
moſtly to Horatio, Your Lordſhip taſte me, 
tis more than three Years ſince you were 
at Conſtantinople. Do not believe, that J 
have many ſuch as Porria to ſpeak of; wen 
change the Scene to the fair Meſſalina's of 
the Age. Surely you muſt have obſerved 
3 Sergius; he began to ſprout in your 
ime; but alas! his Growth is now paſt- 
Knowledge! the talleſt Dignities of the: 
Empire are ſcarce worth his Acceptance!“ 
I'm ſure the Sea and Shore are induſtriouſly 
and daily ravaged to ſupply his Luxury. 
Who would believe, beholding him diſ- 
ſolved in a Midnight Debauch,and the De- 
licacies of his own Palace, playing every 
Day for immenſe Sums of Gold, which he 
had ſcarce ever bebeld before, that ſome- 
time ſince he had hardly Sandals to his Feet? 
The ſorry Income that he was born to, could 
not well afford him a Draught of Wine,, 
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or Change of Habit, to diſtinguiſh him 


from a Plebeian. 
Wiſely, for his firſt Adventure, he con- 


cluded with a Reverend Matron, the Reli& 


of a Patrician, and now ſettled in her Pa- 
trimony, he began to look big, and thence 
took it into his Head to be witty: Who 
can help it, if in ſpight of Nature ? But 
there were a Club, eſpecially one of them, 
that foreſeeing the ning Sun, offered, with 
the Perſians, their early Adorations, and 
were contenred to depart even from their 
Wit, a Reputation all Men are peculiarly 
fond of, to adorn their good Friend, and 
Midnight Companion Julius Sergius. *T was 
like buying of Bargains, lumping Penny- 
worths, wiſely laying out Money in a Pur- 
chaſe that you inevitably foreſee will turn 


to Account. Neither could the lucky Rogue 


reſt in the acquired Reputation of Poetry, 


but he muſt paſs on to be a Projector, a 


neceſſary Engine, a Mechanick for Govern- 


ment, he was bold and forward; the Ne- 
ceſſity of the Times, and the Exigency of | 


ſome Affairs, needed ſuch Spirits. He thriv'd 


in all his Pretences, whether to ſerve the | 
Party he hal eſpouſed, or himſelf: By | 


doubling and trebling, nor dabling in ſmall, 


but dealing in great, in a little Time he 
tound himſelf Maſter of a prodigious For- 
tune, I will not pretend to give you the 


Detail how he came by it, nor does it con- 


ecrn us; but as the Heart of Man is reſtleſs, | 


perpetually in Motion, to be a r 
| mien 
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rich, and conſequently an excellent Poet“ 
were not enough:; he muſt refine upon the 
Matter, and pretend to Learning, Gallantry, 
and Politeneſs ; How ſuperficial foever were 
theſe his ;Accompliſhments, he made more 
Noiſe and Glare with them, than did thoſe 
in whom they had never ſo ſure, ſo deep a 
Foundation. | 
lrene and Amilius contributed by a plea- 
fant Piece of Court-Politicks to his Exceſ- 
ſes; there was ſuch an Alottment, by theirs 
and the Junto's Appointment, out of Con- 
fantine Caeſar's Privy-Purſe of Secret Ser- 
vices, for Sergius to keep a Court and Table, 
to invite and entertain the Young, the 
Fair, the Idle, the Buſie, the Wanderer, and 
even the. Sedate ; not any could defend 
themſelves againſt the Charms of his Ban- 
quets, and the Luxury of his Rewards. I 
had once, at Julius Sergins's Palace, the Ho- 
mur of an Aflignation, by the young Lady 
whom I adored, the Princeſs of Maurita- 
nias Daughter; but her Charms ſo- wholly 
pofſefled me, that J had then no leiſure for 
Reflection: I ſaw all was gay, enchanting, 
eafie, and luxurious; but having been ſo 
happily introduced, and fo favourably re- 
ceiy.d by Sergius, I ventur'd another Time 
alone, with an intent to make my ſelf 
Maſter, as far as my Memory would per- 
mit, of. all that occurr'd. Whoever enters 
there, is oblig'd, Jike ſome happy Lovers, 
with regard to what they feel, fo take au 
Oath ncver to report, whilſt they are in 
| 8 
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17 
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the Empire, whatever they ſhall ſee or he 
in Julius Sergius's Court. I am now ow 
it, and being a Man of ſome Honour, an 
glad 'tis no longer binding, but am ple; 
to find my Tongue at liberty to entertai 
both your Lordſhips. This religious ly. 
troduction to the moſt nororious reedomz 
baniſhes all Conftraint ; the Young, the every Sea 
Old, the Gay, and the Severe, the Coquet ani are fixed 
the Prude, ſeem equally ſatisfyed with te Gold Caſ 
Aſſurance ; the mutual Truſt and Fideliy i Trees, v 
they have in one another, renders then form ap! 
perfectly eaſy ; they eat, they laugh, they MW tains anc 
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Apartments; nay, fo far are their Free ¶ perpetua 
doms ſtretched, that a Husband, in behold- on by 1 


would no where elſe approve, is obliged ny to th 
to turns bis Eyes, as if to unknow, or at fitians. 

leaſt muſt take no notice of it here: In like to be ha 
manner, a Wife ſtuffed with Jealouſie. nut M their Li 
not give Fire to the Train in that ſacred their H 
Receſs, though the behold her Lord even in 


ing his own Wife in Company that he wy 


Delight 
the Embraces of her Rival. In a Word, all I upon tl 
the rougher Paſhons diſappear, you are fand Ki 
allowed to remember nothing but Pleaſure ¶ delicio 
and Intereſt, which is the true Foundation, WW ſigned] 


the inviſible Spring on Julius Sergius's Side, I Face t 

that moves the Machine even in this ſoit, I magica 

this delectable Retreat. | f 
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conſtantinopolitan Shore, has the Aſian Side 
in an unlimited Proſpect, with the harmo- 
nious Daſh of the Sea, that runs between, 
and divides it from Europe! Along rhe 


Margin of the Water is raiſed a beautiful 
Terraſs, adorned with flouriſhing and perpe.- 
tual Greens, that preſerve their Beauty thro' 
every Seaſon, Reſplendent Chriſtal Lamps 
are fixed at equal Diſtances, in Silver and 
Gold Caſes, as alſo to the Branches of theſe 
Trees, which on the ſide next the Sea, 
form a pleaſing Aſcent to the Palace. Foun- 
tains and Caſcades make a noble Fall and 
Daſhing, which joining to the ſoft Mur- 
murs of the Trees, full of Sabæan Sweets, 
perpetually fann'd and in a gentle Agitati- 
on by thoſe Breezes which come off the 
Water, adds an inchanting native Harmo- 
ny 10 the artful Conſort of Voices and Mu- 
ſicians. Here you ſhall find thoſe who hope 
to be happy Lovers, extended on the Graſs, 
their Limbs all careleſs and ſupine, reſting 
their Head (whilſt ſtretched with an Air of 
Delight, at the Feet of the confenting Fair) 
upon their Miſtreſſes Knees, taking a thou- 
fand Kiſſes from thoſe charming Hands, that 


deliciouſly, and as if by chance, and unde- 


ſignedly often wander, and paſs over their 
Face to oblige them to remember how 
mc are the Touches of the lovely Be- 
oved. 

Diſſolvd in more ſubſtantial Joys, the 
forward Lovers tread the conſcious adjoin- 


ing Groves, enlighten d as their Charmer's 


Fyes, 
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Eyes, with thouſands of Lamps blazing an 
artificial Day, which checkered with the 
brown Shade beneath. caſt from the lofty 
Trees, and mingling Branches, makes that 
ſylvan Scene vie with the moſt glorious, 
moſt poetical Elizium for Delight, the 
perpetual falling Bloſſoms furnithing the 
fragrant Couch. Diſtant Muſick, the beſt 
the Eaſt affords, is placed to Advantage, 
with Airs languiſhing, enchanting, melting, 
which raviſhes the Ear, and fills tae Vacan- 
cies of Mind (if any) that Love has left 
unemployed : Officious beauteous Boys, like 
Cupids, Fhlas's, and Ganimedes, are placed 
in call to bring whatever you can imagine 
of Refreſhing, as Wines or Collation ; no 
Hour, no Obligation, but Inclination 
tempts you to depart from thoſe Joys you 
are in poſſeſſion of; tis there always the 
beginning of the Feaſt, a perpetual Supply 
makes no point of Time neceſſiry to enjoy 
the Whole; yon are not obliged to attend a 
ſupercilious Maſter of the eee 
at the unanimous Inſtant he expects, to hear 
his dull Harangue upon what he deſigns to 
treat you with; here none are at an uneaſie 
Moment called, the Moment that perhaps 
confirms their Bliſs; all are welcome, all 


are happy, and employed in thoſe Delights, 


moſt grateful to their Taſte. . 
You paſs by an eaſie Aſcent, through 
three Marble Portico's and find the firſt 


Apartment full of Bathing-Rooms, the | 


Odours, the delicious Spikenard, and all 


Things 
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Things luxurious, as well as neat and pro- 
per, invite to the Bath when there is no- 
Occaſion ; They are diſtinguiſhed by thoſe 
of the Ladies and the Gentlemens. In the 
firſt of theſe are young, charming, well- 
dreſs d, airy Girls attending for Service; 
in the other, Boys with their flaxen curl- 
ing Hair, as wanton and beautiful as little 
Cupids. 3 

y Marble Steps next you aſcend to the 
Crand-ſalle, which for height and largeneſs, 
may vie with any Dining-Chamber of the 
Faſt, the noble Performances of Zeuxys, 
Protogenes, Apelles, and Phidias are the Or- 
mments of it, ſupported with Corinthian 
Pillars, whoſe Foliage is admirable, as is 
the Painting and Carvings of the Roof 
that ſuſtains this ample Building : The Beds 
and Furniture are ſuch as well-chofen Mag- 
nificence could invent: Twenty noble A- 
partments open into the Grand-falle by 
Chriſtal Doors, all thoſe Apartments finith- 
ed to ſuch a Nicety, as to inſpire Delicacy 
and Luxury into thoſe that ſhall happen to 
be the Gueſts ; the Gallery is adorned with 
modern Pieces of Painting, but the beſt in 
the kind, done by the moſt able Maſters, 
and the Repreſentatives of thoſe that have 
been famous in the Sciences and Poetry; 
there are not only ſuch of the Departed, 
who have been admirable, but the happy 
Living find themſelves already ſecured of 
Immortality (in the Choice Julius Sergius 
has made) of which they are aſcertain'd by 
| being 
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being placed in his Gallery : There you may 
behold old excellent Caſſius, who in ons 
Comedy has furniſhed out more Wit than 
could Plantus and Terence in their whole 
Compoſitions. Corvino lives in an Age un. 
worthy of him, who in exalting the Dran 
to the Perfections of the Ancients) never 
conſidered his inimitable Performances were 
to be judged by the undiftinguiſhing Mo- 
derns; the Moderns, who have not only 
loſt all good Taſte with the very Knoy-. 
ledge of the true Beauties of Writing, but 
are grown doatingly fond of a Bad, pre. 
ferring Farce, Noiſe, Sound and Buffoonry, 
before the niceſt turn d Wit, the genteelef 
Diale&, and even (which indeed is wonder- 
ful, becauſe a Ruſtick is Judge of that) 
before the trueſt Repreſentations of Nature, 
wherein Corvino is admirable, and in ſpighr 
of their no Learning, no Breading, anc 
Stupidity, pleaſes even the Degenerate ; yet 
far from ſuffering himſelf to be enticed by 
the Applauſe of an nien Audience, 
he is contented to depart and pleaſe the 
Many, who know not why they are pleaſed; 
he confines all his Excellencies to the few 
_ Diſtinguiſhing, yet a Number ſuffers by 
that Partiality, who can't give an Ac- 
count why his Writings gives them Plea— 
ſure, but as his Silence give them Pain, 
they think it hard that ſo excellent a 
Muſe as Corvino's ſhould upon any Terms 
diſappears | | 
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I, who can't be properly nam'd a Judge 
of the Greet, find yet ſuch Inchantment in 
Maro's Strain, that feeling how I my ſelf, 
a Foreigner, am raviſned, muſt thence con- 
clude his better Judges, the Grecians, en- 
tranc'd by him. I could not behold him in 
Julius Sergins's Gallery, without ſomething 
of Ejaculation, an Oblation due to Maro's 
Shrine from all chat can read him. G Pity! 
that Politicks and ſordid Intereſt ſhould 
have carryed him out of the Road of Heli- 
eon, ſnatched him from the Embraces of the 
Muſes, to throw him into an old withered 
artificial Stateſman's Arms! Why did he 
prefer Gain to Glory? Why chuſe to be 
an idle SpeQator, rather than a Celebrator 
of thoſe Actions he ſo well knows how to 
define and adorn ? Virgil himſelf, nor Vir. 
g's greater Maſter, Homer, could not boaſt 
of finer Qualifications than Maro: Maro! 
who alone, of all the Poets, truly inſpir'd, 
could ceaſe to be himſelf; could degenerate 
his godlike Soul, and proſtitute that inborn 
Genius, all thoſe noble Accompliſhments 
of his, for Gold ; could turn away his Eyes 
from the delicious Gardens of Parnaſſus, of 
which he was already in pofleſſion, to tread 
the wandring Maze of Buſineſs. Farewel 
Maro, *till you abandon your artificial Pa- 
tron, Fame muſt abandon you! © 

Can Julius Sergius with any Modeſty, or 
indeed 3 behold the Pi- 
Qure of Gallus : Gallus ! whoſe eaſie hats 
made 


both 
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both of them Immortal | Where is Grati. 
tude 2 Where is Honour, in neglecting him, 
the firſt Step upon which he mounted from 
Obſcurity 2 O Sergius] you learnt not all 
Things of Gallus ; You did not effect it, 
elſe you had been T thay 0. you had 
been juſt ; you would have forbore being 


vindictive, or revengeful, and have diſtin- 


gui ſh'd between private Acts of Friendſhip, 


and a publick conſcientious Diſpenſation; 


you would never have forgot the Obligation 


to reſt upon the Reſentment : Yet ſhall Gall; | 
live for ever in his peculiar Strain, his own | 
immortal Numbers, and in the Reputation 
he has acquired to the Glory of the Empire | 
ul ius Sergi uss I-nature 
I] be only ſpoken of, | 
Gallus ſhall ſtill be remembered with Eſteem, 
with Pleaſure, and Admiration : Gallus! 
who in raiſing Sergius's Fame, has for ever | 


abroad: When 
and Ingratitude 


eſtabliſhed his own. 


lius Sergius is ſuperficially gallant, as 
well as polite, and would be loth to leave | 
the Ladies Room to complain of him, for 
not affording them a Place in his Gallery; 
he has ſuffered Sappho the Younger to be ex- | 
alted there, who tho' when living, was | 
Owner of a Soul as amorous as the Elder, 
yet wanted much of that Delicacy, and all 
that nice, yet daring Spirit (of which bers 
is but 2 faint Imitation) ſo applauded in 


Phaon's Miſtreſs. 


Nor has another of the Sex farbore to | | 
intrude her ſelf ; Conftantinople abounds in 


Pre- 


Vo“. II 


pretender 
Glence, v 
truly Ma! 
wichout © 
miſſion | 
him as a 
of pleaſt! 
he make 
rous Cox 
Adulatio 


Much go 


Lais's C 
titude. 
The g 
That wh 
addreſs 
come Ar 
themſel\ 
were no! 
2 certain 
the Lab. 
forbidd1 
that Ser, 
affected 
Place ir 
Favour 
ill he 
Colle: 
ſare hei 
Delec 
clude, 
Are yo 
tern E; 
heaven 


III. 


Irati- 
him, 
from 
ot all 
ect it, 
1 had 
being 
Iiſtin- 
hip, 


tion ; ; 


ation 


Crallus | 
3 Own | 


ation 


npire ; 


ature 


1 of, ; 
teem, | 
all | | 
ever 


leave 


„ for 


lery ; | 
De ex- 1 
was | 
Ader, 
ad all 
1 hers | 


d in 


re to | 
Is in 
Pre- 


Vol. III. The New Atalantis. 259 


Pretenders of both Kinds, the Reſult of that 
Glence, which has invaded thoſe who are 
truly Maſter of the Muſes ; but this Thing 
wichout a Name, is only known by the per- 
miſſion om Sergius gave her to invoke 
him as a Patron; if ſhe had any other Art 
of pleaſing him, he had beſt conceal ir, leſt 
he make himſelf the Laugh of thoſe nume- 
rous Coxcombs by whom her Addrefs and 
Adulations have been ſo often rejected: 


| Much good may it do you, Sergius, with 


Lais's Charms, the Leavings of the Mul- 
titude. 

The great Intereſt he had, commanding 
That which commands All, drew many to 
addreſs to him: For one Seaſon it was be- 
come an abſolute Faſhion, none thought 
themſelves the Poet, if Sergius the Mecænat, 
were not the Patron. This Cuſtom induc d 
a certain Lady to preſent his Lordſhip with 
the Labours of her Brain, but ſhe was ſo 
forbidding, or rather ſo ſhockingly ugly, 
that Sergius with all his good Nature and 
affected Gallantry, could not afford her a 
Place in his Gallery, deferring to ask the 
Favour of Clarinda to fit for her Picture, 
till he ſhould have an occaſion to make a 
Collection of the Furies, where ſhe may aſ- 
ſare her ſelf of the Preference. 

Delectable lazy Lucretius, are you to con- 
dude, as you began, with Phedra alone? 
Are you contented to have outdone the Pat- 
tern Euripides ſet 2 Do you believe all that 
heavenly Bounty of the Muſes was laviſhed 

upon 
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upon you to treaſure up in your own Breaſt? 
That Strength and Perſpicuity of Style, the 
Numerouſneſs of your Verſe ; that eaſie 
Flow of Numbers, that enchanting happy 
Art of yours, in Metaphors and Similies, and 
all thoſe raviſhing Beauties that at once de- 
light and aſtoniſh! 

My Lords, I am far gone in the Gallery 
of Poets, and know not how to get our, 
not even to take part of Sergizs's ſumptuons 
Feaſt ; imagine the Beds carv'd by the moſ 
exquiſite Workmen, the Quilts and Pillows 
of fineſt Wool, the double Phenictan Purple 
Dye, with Coverings of Embroidery in 

Gold, Scarlet and Pearls ; the Tables either 
maſſy Silver, or more expenſively inlaid, 
not Apicius himſelf was a greater Epicure 
than is Sergius Lucrin Oyſters, Þritth 
Cockles adorn his Board, the ſtately Turbut 
and delicious Sicilian Mullet ſwim again in 
the rich Wines of Calabria, cramm'd Pea- 
cocks, the African Hen, and every Bird that 
wings the Air, pays Tribute to his Feaſt; 
the Lake of Thraſimene. and the Shore of 
Liguria, provides him Cavear and Sturge- 
on; in ſhort, nothing is wanting, or rather, 
all Things are there; with huge Corinthian 
Veſſels, maſſy Plate imboſs d; Earthen-ware 
double gilt; Chriſtal Glaſſes: His Muſici- 
ans are as admirable in their Art as are his 
Cooks: Then for Deſert, after a Parade of 
Fruit and Sweetmeats, who can compare 
with Sergius? Who like him covers the 
Table, for the laſt Time, with ſomething 
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more ſolid than Meat and Drink? There 
you may behold a vaſt Service of Perfumes, 
precious Ointments, ſweet Grecian Oils and 
ſcented Waters, even Jewels and Gold in 
dpecie are the produce of his Board, with 
inchanted Pieces of Sticks ſo artificially 
carv d, that tis but delivering them to the 
Imperial Treaſurer, and they thall ſtraight 
at his Touch, be converted into Silver, ſo 
many Notches ſo many Talents ; there are 
alſo Scrips of Paper, upon which are drawn 
Hieroglyphicks, intelligible to the Superin- 
tendants, who upon Sight exchange them for 
good Money: What is required here from 
the Ladies in return to Sergins's Generoſi- 
ty, is, only to follow their own Inclinati- 
ons in pleaſing the Men, from the Men to 
obey and pleaſe Irene and eAmilins, 
Julius Sergius was the only Perſon, when 


was there, that ſeemed unentertain d at his 


own Feſtival; I obſerved a Cloud upon 
his Brow, which he, in vain, ſtrove to 
drive away with Wine and Dice, which 
us d to charm him. Bacchus is a Familiar 
of his, he carouzes every Night with that 
jolly God, till he ſometimes loſes the Re- 
membrance of any other Deity: But I 
would have your Lordſhips to know, how 
awful ſoever he is at other times in Quality 


of Stateſman, he is no wiſer than other Men 


at his own Table, and his -own midnight 
Diverſions. My fair Introductreſs, together 
with the Honour I had of being Favourite 
to Count Martell, Charles the King's Am- 

baſſador, 
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vol. II 


baſſador, whom all made it their Buſineſz © before : 
to oblige, rendered me of no mean Conf. | ] haſted t. 
deration to Julius Sergius; after he had long Julius Ser, 
labour'd himſelf in doing the Honours of © cloſely tc 
his Houſe, running from Room to Room, all this 
drinking Bowl after Bowl, he at length MW your Lor 
found himſelf fatigu'd, and alone, in the What is 
Grand-ſalle, only my ſelf who was as idle I Can {he ] 
as he, no charming Fair making me bleſt; dure ſhe”: 
and as to deep play ſo mary Things are to call the 1 
be ſaid againſt that ungenerous, unfair Di- anſwered 
verhon, and nothing for it, that I never an INCO! 


urſue it, tho' there were Numbers that 
ent themſelves to it at Sergias's Palace, an 


her dear 
her, beſt 


vaſt Sums in every Corner of the Houſe lent 4 g 
were won and loſt : Julius, whoſe Genius would ye 
that Night was turn d another way, decli- I in her 
ned the Dice and came to entertain me, I high, th 
which I was aſſured was an exceſſive Com- ſhall hav 
Pliment and Self Denial; I was ſurprized ever 2 P. 
at the Honour; the rich Calabrian and Chin Nindnef: 
Wines quickly made us Intimates ; but 1, © and cov: 
who had more Curioſity than Deſire of when ol 
Drinking, meant only to introduce my lt us d to 1 
into his Confidence, that he might wander I for an 7 
with me from Alcove to Alcove, and er which 1 
pom the Hiſtory of bliſsful Lovers, thoſe I K Letter 
ieroglyphicks of the Happineſs of bi: Excuſe f 
Palace. F 3 5 man, or 
Beginning to ſpeak of himſelf to hin- Perſon 
ſelf, knowing his Character, that he was Quinteſ 
vain-glorious, affected Politeneſs and Ge- aut cop! 
neroſity ; endleſs Topicks, in which per- dear St 
haps we might have conſumed the Night Lordfhi) 
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before I ſhould be able to draw him thence, 
J haſted to his Amours. I think, my Lord 

ius Sergius, continued J, addreſling more 
cloſely to his Lordſhip, tis hard, that of 
all this heavenly Proſpe&t of Happineſs, 
your Lordſhip is the only ſolitary Loves : 
What is become of the charming Bartica 2 
Can ſhe live a Day, an Hour, without you? 
dure ſhe's indiſpoſed, dying, or dead. You 
call the Tears into my Eyes, dear Count, 
anſwered the Heroe ſobbing, ſhe's a Traitreſs 
an inconſtant proud Baggage, yet I love 
her dearly, and have lavithed Myriads upon 
her, beſides getting her worthy ancient Pa- 
rent a good Poſt for Connivance. But, 
would you think it? She has other Things 
in her Head, and is grown fo fantaſtick and 
high, ſhe wants me to marry her, or elſe I 
ſhall have no more of her, truly: *Twas 
,ever a proud Slut; when ſhe pretended moſt 
Kindneſs, when ſhe was all over Coquet, 
and coveted to engage me more and more; 
when our Intimacy was at the height, ſhe 
usd to make my Servants wait three Hours 
for an Anſwer to a How-d'-ye, or a Letter, 
which I ſent every ſucceſſive Morn. As to 
a Letter, interrupted I, there may be ſome 
Excuſe for that, my Lord: For what Wo- 
man, or indeed Man, can dare to write to a 
Perſon of your Lordſhip's Character, the 
Quinteſcence of Wit and Politeneſs, with- 
out copy and recopying again ? That's true, 
dear St. Girrone, anſwered his propitious 
Lordfhip, then kiſſing me cloſe, and doing 


me 
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me the Favour of the Glaſs, to let me 
know he expected I ſhould follow his Ex. 
ample, he drank deeply, and after cry'd out 
in an Extaſie, 


And Mi for ever Scarlet ſrom this Vein ſhall flig! 


Then aſkigg my Excuſe, twas a Flight of 
his own Poetry, he preſented me the Wine, 
and continu'd his Indignation againſt Bar. 
tica. He told me, if he pin'd himſelf to 
Death, he was reſolved not to marry her 
whilſt ſhe was ſo ſaucy. I don't brag, my 
dear Count, but methinks I have ſome 
Qualifications, beſides my Wealth, and 
being of conſular Dignity, that deſerves as 
good a Wife ; my Perſon is not contemp- 
tible, and as to my Wit and Senſe, look 


into the Writings of all thoſe Moderns who | 
durſt deliver their Opinion, who durſt pre- 
ſume to dedicate to me; ſee There, what 
future Ages will think of me; Time was, a 
Man thought his Fortune made, if he could } 
but invoke Falius Sergius; and as to State- | 


Affairs, I'll fay no more, let Things ſpeak 
for themſelves , every Body knows how 
Matters were reduced when I took them in 
hand. Had they a Denary 


that amazed our Enemies, and ſet our very 


Friends at a Gaze? lis true, I found my 
Account prodigiouſly in what I did, and 
What of 

that? 


have got a good Poſt for Life? 


but what was 
adulterated, and very few left of Them? 
Who retrieved all? Who did ſuch Wonders 
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that? happen what will, they can do me 
no hurt: Few Governments, my Lord, are 
as grateful as they ſhould be! f J had my 
Deſerts, where would A milius be? and yet 
he's the fortunate Man; and, tho' I ſay it, 
crouds into that Station which 1s my due ; 
but 1 ſee the Petticoats governs all: Tis 
ſomething indeed to have been able to pleaſe 
then, I know no other Merit, between 
Friends, that Cajus milius can pretend to. 
Come, my Lord the Count, pledge me in 
this ſparkling Bowl of Calabria, let us not 
forget Irene that magnificent grateful Em- 
preſs, who when a Man can pleaſe no more, 
ſtill conſiders him for what he has done; 
ſo much for AÆAmilius. I might have been 
as lucky, but the Deſtinies be hated for it, 
[ could not take the Hint and improve my 
good Fortune; twas one Morning when a 
Piece of foreign News brought me to her 
Bed-ſide, ſhe coqueted with her Eyes, and 
every Part about her, but I was an unin- 
telligent Blockhead, and never reflected ont 
till I was going out of her Apartment: I 
had a good. mind to have returned, and en- 
deavoured to have atoned for my Omiſſion, 
but the Court filled, and ſhe never gave me 
another Opportunity; Fool and Beaſt as 1 
was, I did not deſerve it; but ſhe has look- 
ed upon me ſince with quite another Air: 
And did 1 not do thoſe Things you ſee, 
make theſe Feaſts, and initiate af the Youth 
of any Conſideration, ſo as to make them 
ht to bear an the Ta 
, | | Til 
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think fit, 1 ſuppoſe 1 might have been kid 
aſide. He would have run on for evet, if 
the Waiters had not introduced Exriphl,; 
the Eunuch, and Maria the Aſian Singer, 
with a whole Chorus of inferior Voices : 
Whilſt Sergius was buſying himſelf in ie. 
ceiving thoſe Hirelings, who have more 
Reſpe& ſhewed them at Conſtantinople than 
Perfons of the firſt Merit and Diſtinction, 
I ftole away, and refolved to wander thro 
that Maze of Bliſs by my felf, ſince I found 
there was no Hopes of getting Julius along 
with me. Each Apartment was acceſſible, al 
yielding to theSight by their Chryſtal Lights, 
and an exact Decorum obſerved, not to in- 
trude upon one anothers Pleaſures ; but x 
I was a Stranger, and not very ſolicitous of 
Fame, I made no ſcruple to pry about, and 
even to lean my Ears and Eyes to the 
magnificent Glaſs - Doors, that beſtowel 
a clear and noble Proſpect of that Happi: 
neſs I was in ſearch of, and could not for. 
bear to envy. 

Being a Stranger, and having none to 
explain to me the Names, Perſons, ot 
Adventures of thoſe whom I beheld, | 
es be able to give but an imperfect Re 
ation. 

The firſt that offered was a Lady, wel. 
featured, of an excellent Complexion, with 
a great deal of Youth upon her Face, but 
mingled with an Air fo enterprizing, tl 
I could not forbear thinking 
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Youth that had the Honour to pleaſe, ſeem” 
ed all obſequious, and careful to oblige : 
Whatever had been the tender Moments, 
thoſe I heard were filled with the Lady's 
Adventures, and her Conqueſts over her 
Husband : She walked about as if a robuſt 
reſtleſs Spirit were natural to her. Would 
you think it, Narciſſus, ſaid ſhe, I am 


ſtronger than my Lord, and have got the 
? My 


better of him ſeveral times at Cuffs 

Lord! I ſhall never be reconciled to that 
hideous Name! my Plague, my Fool. He 
is 'the uglieſt Fellow in the Empire! A 
whey-fac'd, wall-ey'd, water- gruel Wretch! 
had my Mother no Body elſe to pick out 
for me? Ah! odious Creature! But I am 
bound, and muſt obey; I know my Duty. 
How do you think we agree about the Point 
of Superiorſhip ? There's ſcarce a Night but 
ve've aTrial of Skill. Our Diverſion is Kick- 
ing, and which ſhall kick beſt is the Word, 
till one of us is kick d out of Bed; thump 
we fall upon the Floor, The Victory often 
remains on my Side. Let me ſpeak it, my 
dear Narciſſus, without boaſting, I am a 
Soldier's Daughter, I was Conquereſs laſt 
Night. The Impertinent Fool wou'd know 
when I faw you; but I made him pay for 
his Queſtion. Here the Lady repeated the 
Motion with her Foot, at which ſhe ſeem'd 
very ex yas very much in her Element, and 
diverted even with the Repetition of her 
Heroick Exploits: And then, went ſhe on : 


We obſerve Conditions moſt ae: 


M 2 


of her 
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for the Vanquiſh'd, without a Murmur, is 
obliged to rife and depart to another Bed ; 
And do not you think, that this Matrimo- 
nial Life 1s very heavenly. 

The next I faw was a Scene of much 
more Softneſs, in an Alcove, where repos d 
a Lady, under the Figure of Ariadne, al. 


moſt naked, as ſhe is repreſented by the 


Painters in the Embraces of Bacchus, fox 
ſuch appeared the Mien of the Perſon that 
was with her. This more lovely Ariadne 
had an Air of Deſire and Sweetneſs infinite- 
ly engaging ; She leaned upon the Boſom 

5 as if diſſolved in Pleaſure, and 
crown'd a Goblet that was in her Hand, full 
of Muſcadine, to the Immortality of their 
Joys. Lydia, her Confidant, and Faſhionet 
of her Wardrobe, drank deep; then fill 
to Philomela, a Nymph agreeable for her 
Voice, and the Knack ſhe had in pleaſing 
Ariadne. Bacchus did not forbear to do ]u- 
ſtice in his turn, when the Lady, whom 
he held embraced, playing with thoſe Gar- 
lands of Vine-leaves that he wore, com- 
manded Philomela to give them an amorous 
Air; which when ſhe had performed, fhe 
drew her to her, and kiſs d her Lips, with 
Eyes ſwimming in Delight and a peculiar 
Satisfaction: Let me die, my lovely Girl, 
faid ſhe, if thou haſt not all the Deliciouſ- 
neſs and Flavour in thy Breath, that one 
can imagine. My dear Bacchus, try the 
Pleaſure of her moiſt Kiſſes; I could wear 


away a Life upon her Lips, preſs me cloſer, i 


thou 
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thou enchanting Girl: Not all Mankind 
can give me ſuch poignant Joys! Here fol- 
lowed a very new and out of-the-way Scene, 
but of what I can only imagine ; for dex- 
terous Lydia ſlipp'd a twifted Cord of Silk, 
which in a Moment left all in the Dark, 
the numerous Lamps being at one Inſtant 
not extinguiſhed, but obſcured and cover- 
ed by Silver Machines artificially contriv'd. 
| heard tender Sighs and broken Murmurs 
ſucceed the Light, till after a convenient 
Seaſon of Darkneſs, adroit Lydia pull'd the 
Cord, and all was Day again. The new 
fll'd ſparkling Bowls grac'd their Hands 
atreſh ; they drank all together to the God 
ek Love, and withed themſelves, and one 
another, unintermitting Health, to taſte. for 
ever the Joys of Love and Wine in Perfe- 
Qion, as they did now 

I could not forbear laughing, when, in 
the next Apartment, I beheld that old lux- 
wious Patrician Cataline with a young Girl 
of no extraordinary Beauty, She look'd 
wholeſome, ungain, and country, thoſe 
were all the Charms that appeared in her. 
ble affected to cajole her with amourous 
Tranſports and Artifices ſo eaſily ſeen thro', 
28 E are the beſt of his, that I am 
luprized, there are any ſo weak as ſtill to 
be deceived by him ; being but juſt enter'd 
before I had gain'd the tranſparent Door, I 
law their Meeting, and with what pretend- 
el Ardour he left his firſt Kiſſes upon her 
Lips. Well, my dear Grinna, don't you 

M 3 find 
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find 1 am a Man of Honour? Tho' I de. 
ceive all the World, I'll never deceive thee? 


How doſt thou like him? I promiſe he ſhall | 


de thy Husband, if thout accuſtom thy 
ſelf to my Embraces. The Girl ſeemed 
coy, and he purſued her with his Kiſſes; 
Why, my Dear, what art thou afraid on? 
Let me but come to thee, I'll do thee no 
Hurt in the World. Ask that malicious 
Slut Cloe, my laſt Miſtreſs, ſhe'll tell thee ] 
am a very civil Perſon. I thought I had 
Impudence enough, but ſhe even out-does 
me. I remember my Wife was newly 
brought to Bed of a Son, no Matter how 
tne came by him ; there he was, that con- 
cerns no Body, as long as I am eaſie why 
ihould others be buſie? I ſuppoſe they'll be 
now upon the fame Enquiry. That bold 
Coe, though ſhe had but juſt before left me 
tor a younger Spark, had the Confidence to 
ſend to me, as the ſaid for the laſt time, for 
a good round Sum of Money, which if | 
fhould have refus'd, ſhe threatned to tell all 
the Town, upon her Knowledge, that That 
Boy my Wife had, cou'd be none of mine. 


Therefore pretty Corinna, thou needeſt not | 


be afraid of me ; to Morrow thou ſhalt be 
marry'd : I have fixed all Things with thy 
Mother, and the young Booby Patrician; 
neither can his Father, with his covetous 


Tricks, diſinherit him of all; there's a very 


ood Eſtate ſettled upon him as eldeſt Son; 
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Lamps, nor Meat to his Board, is not re- 
concil'd, I'll take care of thee, thou ſhalt com- 
mand all I have. In the mean time acce pt 
of theſe Jewels, and be ſure to wear them 
as Nuptial Ornaments, that thy Husband 
may think they were given thee by thy Mo- 
ther. The Diamonds ſeemed to make the 
Girl more complying ; ſhe grew fonder of 
them than of her old Lover. I did not ſlay 
to ſee how he ſucceeded, becauſe the diſtance. 
of their Age ſeemed ſo unnatural, I felt 
neither Sympathy nor Pleaſure. 
I was wandring: to another Apartment, 
when I was met by Julius Sergius, who did 
me the Fayour to tell me, He had been in 
ſearch of me, and that the Tables were re- 
covered with a thouſand Delicacies. Since 
I had not a Miſtreſs to employ me better, 
he would take no Denial; & muſt return to 
the Banquet with him. As we were traverſ- 
ing the Gallery, I was ſtruck with the fight 
of ſo majeſtick a Beauty, that my Blood 
thrill'd, and ran to guard my Heart from the 
Surprize her Features gave me! Ha! Ser- 


gius! cry'd I out, as ens, What 


have we here? the Idalian Queen Citherea 
herſelf is deſcended in Honour of your Fe- 
ſival! Behold her conſpicuous in that love- 
ly, all commanding Form: I muſt make 
haſte to worſhip her. Come away, Mad-man, 
cry'd you Sergius retaining me: Do you not 
ſee that Gentleman with her ? He is her 
Lover, and a Man. of Honour ; your Ado- 
rations had better. take another Turn, or you 

4. muſt 
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muſt expect a Rencounter. And is ſhe then 
a Mortal, interrupted I? Who? What? 
tor Heaven's ſake, dear Julius inform me: 
Let me have one View more of that inevi- 
table Goddeſs, Let us walk ſilently, and in 
Admiration, by them. Heavens! what 2 


Symmetry of Beauty ! how graceful her Mien! 
how awful her Preſence ! what a Harmony 
is there in that glorious Face! how well 
formed! what Glances ſhe throws from 
her bewitching Eyes! how arched are her 


Eye-brows ! how finely turn'd her Noſe! I | 


ſhall be diſtracted *till I preſs the Rubies of 


thoſe enchanting Lips; there's Incantation | 


in her Smiles: BehoJd ! ſhe ſpeaks, and ſhows 
a thouſand new Beauties. Was ever any, Teeth 
in the World to compare with her's 2 How 
white! how welk-rang'd ! how red her Gums ! 
how fragrant muſt be that Breath which de- 
parts from ſo charming a Mouth ! I ſhall run 
mad in gazing on her. What I can ſay is, 
That til] this Moment I never beheld Perte- 
ction. All the Nations] have paſſed through, 
cou'd never ſhew me any Thing comparable 
to her. Is ſhe not a Queen, an Empreſs ? 
Had ſhe her Deſerts, as ſhe is moſt Excellent, 


the thould ſurely be the Greateſt, Dear Ser- 


gius, keep me no longer upon the Rack, but 


let me know ſomething of her who has 


inevitably wounded me. She is far from 
being what ſhe deſerves, reply'd Sergius: 


Her Name is Alenia, born of Parents of ve- 


good Repute ; but dying whilſt the was 


yet a Girl, they left her with little 9 no 
5 6 
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Fortune, to be ruin'd by thoſe Charms 
which ſhould have rais'd her ; for if Beauty, 
as certainly it is, be a Woman's greateſt Me- 
rit, Alenia ought to have been Empreſs of 
the Eaſt, Though her Mind is alſo nearly 
ally dd to her Form, ſhe is juſt, ſhe is gene- 
tous, good - natur d, univerſally complaiſant, 
and taking even to her own Sex, who can't 
help admiring, though they envy her, which 
they have done to ſuch a degree, that deſ- 
pairing by the Malice of their Tongues to 
leſſen the Reputation of her Charms, they 
fall foul upon her Fame, and ſeverely re- 
venge themſelves there; for if a Lady hap- 
pens to be but once indiſcreet, tho ſeduc d 
in an Age ſo early, that ſhe knows not the 
Value of Diſcretion, ſhe is at the Mercy 
of ill Tongues for ever after, and becomes 
anſwerable for all they think fit to charge 
her with, though it be even for thoſe Per- 
ſons ſhe never beheld. 

But why does not ſome generous happy 
Man, anſwered I, atone for the Injuſtice of 
Fortune, and marry her, ſince ſhe has He- 
nour and Gratitude to ſet a Value upon the 
leaſt Obligation? Who would not be proud 
of ſuch a Wife? Becauſe, reply'd Sergins, 
there are many that ſeek to ruin the Ho- 
nour and Vertue of Women, few to repair 
them; all are fond of having a fine Crea- 
tue upon their own Terms, ſcarcę any on 
her's, if without a Dowry ſhe raiſes her 
Petenſions fo high as Matrimony. The bleſ- 
ſed Man that tirſt poſſeſſed Alenia, if he 
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did marry her, as ſome imagine, has though Vou a1 


fit to difown it. Was it poſſible, think you, So much, 
that ſo bright a Charmer could live with. J behold ! 


out Millions of Importunities? Amongſt I tune; t. 
the Croud that adored and followed her tend to 1 
Steps, ſhe has declared in favour of that a Monarc 
Perſon you beheld her with, who does eve- I ador'd 
ry thing elſe to deſerve the Bleſſing, and is Hiſt, | 
envy'd for his good Fortune by all that ferve noi 
have Eyes, and know the Value of ſuch mi- me atte 
raculous Beauty? I may very well call hers Y Woman 
fo, becauſe I never yet ſaw any who were tho her 
not charm:d by her, the Eyes of the whole M That's 1 
Amphitheatre and Cirque being directed, © viſtily, 
whenever ſhe appears, to her alone: In the Profſpec 
Imperial Gardens, or any other Walks, they he, I gi 


Word v 
flal-Gat 
Fortune! interrupted I, That that Form cove ric 
ſhould be attended: with n_ Unhappineſs, WY rior to 
that an early Fault, before Reaſon could be M was wa 
born, ſhould make her future Character un- known 


fair. Can any Man pretend to love, who is in her ow 


 Circumftances to deſerve her, and not retrieve M threw - 


her Fame? what does he fear? All Mankind er's A 


in beholding her, muſt be of his Side: Is threw | 


not ſo much Beauty an Excuſe for any In der, a 
diſcretion, granting it were one? But for Y of Sco 
my part I call it otherwiſe; I term it Ve- upon 1 
tue, and doing a meritorious Action, to re- the re: 
deem fo 2 a Creature from the great Y or M: 
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You are really charm'd, anſwer'd Sergius. 
So much, I continu'd, that I dare no more 
behold her, fince only a Soldier of For- 
tune; twould be Temerity in me, to pre- 
tend to the leaſt of her Favours. Were I 
a Monarch, you ſhou d quickly ſee how much 
Tador'd xx valu'd Alenia. | 

Hiſt, hiſt, cries Julius Sergius; do you ob- 
ſerve nothing, pulling my Robe to make 
me attentive? Nothing new but an old 
Woman, I know her to be ſuch by her Gate 
tho' her Vail be down; ſhe that ſteals along. 
That's no ſuch a Sight ſure, anſwer'd I pee- 
vithly, to divert me from killing Alenia's: 
Profpect ! Follow her! follow her !reply'd* 
he, I give you leave, and then bring me 
Word what you have ſeen through the Chry- 
flal-Gates. I obey' d, and beheld an Al- 
cove richly, laſciviouſly adorn'd, even ſupe- 
rior to the reſt, where a beauteous Woman 
was waiting ; One, whoſe Face is very well 
known, and the better, becauſe 'tis none of- 
her own. The old Beldam (in appearance). 
threw up her Veil, and flew to the Charm 

ers Arms, who in receiving the Carefs, 
threw her fair Face over the Madona's Shoul-- 
der, and put out her Tongue with a Mien 
of Scorn and Diflike ; then turning ſhort 
upon me, the Extaſie ſeemed to require it, 


the reverend Matron confeſs'd the Figure, 


or Magical Repreſentative of Caius Ami- 


ius; it could not ſurely be himſelf T burſt 
out into ſo exceſſive a Laughter, that 1 was 


iorced to withdraw from my Chryſtal Per- 
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ſpective. Julius Sergius attended me; per- 


ceiving I had made the Diſcovery ; Come 


Count, cry d he, ſneering, the Entertain- | 
ment waits us; ſhe was once mine; Play | 


and Money gave me an Opportunity of ſee- 


ing her often at her Mother's, but we muſt 


not be always happy. | 


Whilſt Monſieur &. Girrone was endea- 


vouring to divert Horatio, one came from 


his Tent, to tell him, That Count Alarick 
was taken dangerouſly ill with a violent Fe. 
ver, Lightneſs of the Head, and Pain of the 
Side; that he had complained in the Morn- 
ing, but would not have his Lordſhip diſ- 
turbed 'till now, that there ſeem'd an ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity for the Advice of a Phyſi- | 
cian and a Perfon to bleed him: The Count 
received the Meſſage with much good Na- 


ture and Concern, praying Horatio and 
Monſieur le Envoy, to permit him to wait 
upon the Sick. The Prior ordered his Phy- 


lician ſhould attend him; they found Al. 


7ICk very ill, but his IIlneſs appeared not 


dangerous, becauſe Bleeding and proper Re- 


medies being apply d (the Envoy's Pavilion 
affording all Things neceſſary) his Pain 
began to abate, and he fell into a Slum- 
ber, which when the Count de St. Girrone 
perceived, leaving proper Orders, he re- 
turn'd to the engaging Horatio and the 
Envoy. 
After having ſarisfy'd their Curioſity and 
Concern, about Alarick's Health, Fortune 
gives in to my Deſires. My Lords, conn 
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tinued he, with a gallant Air, though 1 
would not wiſh to have bought their Grati- 
fication at ſo great a Price as the Count's 
Danger, yet in the Inclination I have to 
poſſeſs the Converſation of two ſo polite, I 
can by no means quarrel with the Incident; 
apparently it will be ſome time (it the 
ount eſcapes with Life) before we ſhall be 
able to continue our Journey ; I fear it was 
the late Precipitation with which we tra- 
vell'd that occaſioned his IIIneſs. I have 
endeavoured to obey in _ Relation about 
Conſtantinople : My Lords, thall not I be ob- 
liged in my turn? Will not Horatio give 
ſome Account of the Iberian War, and of 
thoſe Adventures that have made him dear to 
Fame, or rather the only Man upon Earth 
that is truly in poſſeſſion of her? Charles the 
Frank, and Theodorick of the Vandals, may 
be juſtly ſaid to have done ſtupendious 
Things, but they had Armies to fight their 
Battles, and Money to pay their Men; where- 
as your Lordſhip has out-done even Knight 
Errantry, and teok Towns and Kingdoms, 
as if by Enchantment, without Men or Mo- 
ney! Well may the coming Ages, as cer- 
tainly they will, think it all Romance, ſince 
even thoſe that were Spectators, ſcarcely be. 
lieved what they ſaw, rubbing their Eyes, 
as if to awaken themſelves from a Dream of 
Fairy-Land. I never was fo curious of any 
Knowledge as what relates to the Actions 
that your Lordſhip has perform'd: In ſpight 
of Suppreſſion, Miſrepreſentation, and En- 
| VV. 
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vy, they reached Conſtantinsple, and with 
ſuch Eclat, that made the Glory Stanracine 
had been labouring for, tremble from the 
Pinacle upon which his Flatterers had hoiſt. | 
ed her! All tarniſhed ! pale! and quiver- 
ing! She could no longer maintain her Sta- 
tion; ſhe precipitately deſcended; or rather 
fell! She in a moment diſappeared when 
Horatio the Immortal was mentioned: You | 
were the Theme that amazed and delighted! 
Irene her ſelf ſaid he muſt be removed, to 


revent the People REY to their old 
athen Worſhip ; you would 


Mars nor Hercules had performed Things fo 


aſtoniſhing as had Horatio! Your Diſgrace, | 
my Lord, was owing to your ſelf; you were 


in earneſt, you meant to overcome, and you 


had doubtleſs ſucceeded. The World, un- 
der your inimitable Conduct had had Re- 
poles the Conqueſt of Iberia would have 


een the finiſhing Stroak !' that at once had 


ſhut the Gates of Fanxs's Temple, and re- 


ſtor d Peace to the Empire of the Eaſt and 
Weſt. But what then wou'd have become 


of the invulnerable Stauracius? his Valour |} 
had been without Employment, nor had the 


good Intentions of Fortune avail'd him any 


thing; all thoſe mighty Conqueſts he has. 


ſince gain d, would never have been; it 
does not ſuffice to ſay, there had been no 
Occafion for them; think you it is a ſmal! 
Thing to take a Heroe ſhort in his Courſe 


10 


again incite 
Idolatry, and force them to believe there 
was more in it than Fiction, ſince neither 
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1th to Glory? No! No! Better a Million of 
inn Y vulgar Lives and Mines of Treaſure ſhould. 
the be ſacrificed, be exhauſted, than he abate the 
iſt- leaſt Grain of that ſtupendious Reputation 
ver- he has acquired. You muſt be contented, 
Sta- my Lord, at being removed as a foreſeen un- 
her. lucky Incident, that would have prevented, 
hen with an over-officious Valour and Conduct, 
Lou thoſe Matters of Triumph he has ſince met 
ed! with, and which has concurred to make 
to him an Object at once formidable and for- 
old tunate.. | 
Cite Indeed, Monſieur the Count, anſwer'd 
here Horatio, with an obliging Air, I know how | 
ther to take Things ſpoken in Gallantry. I do 
s ſo not pretend to merit any Part of what you 
ace, Y have been pleaſed to attribute to me, yet 1 
vere am ſorry that 1 cannot obey your Com- 
you mands ; imagine how vain 1 muſt appear, 
un- in giving you my ſelf the Detail of a Was 
Re- which was upheld” by Miracle, and where 
ave Fortune doubtleſs deſerved the Share which 
had my Friends or Flatterers have made over 
re- to me. But becauſe I muſt not wholly re- 
and Fuſe you, be pleaſed to await the Return of 
ome one of my Servants, who is gone with two 
lour of Monſieur le Envoy's, and his Paſſe par 
the toute to Nova ; IJ hope they will come back 
any with the moſt agreeable Perſon upon Earth: 
has. That City was appointed our Rendezvous, 
oe in parting with him I deſigned thither, 
no but the Siege has prevented me ; you will 
mall find in that Gentleman an inevitable Charm; 
urſe there 
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there is Strength, Sweetneſs, Perſpicuity, 
Truth and Eloquence in all he writes and 


5e 3 he is an Excellent Advocate for 4 
eclining General; oppreſſed as I am by For- 


tune, Jo you not think I ſtand in need of 


ſuch a one? my Friend, my Phyſician, and 


if the Term may be allow'd, my Lover, ag 


all Mankind muſt be his; you will be 
charm'd with his Converſation, his Wit is 
ſo juſt, ſo bright, his immenſe Views have 
taken in all Things. If we conſider him 


in his own Profeſſion, there is none more 


learn'd, more diligent, . more generous, or 
more lucky; his Philoſophy and new Hypo- 
theſes, young as he is, is already quoted by 
the learned World, with the ſame Authority 
as Hippocrates ; his Latin is that of the Au. 
guſtan Age; he has done ſurprizing Things 
that and every way: Upon his Return. to 


Conſtantinople, J do not doubt but to ſee him 
as Eminent as his Deſerts, Great in all the 
Offices of Life. I can refer you to him with 
an Aſſurance of Satisfaction, ſince none is ſo 
fit to give an Account of the Iberian War, 
becauſe he attended my Perſon, and was an 
Eye-Witneſs of all that paſs d. I need 
not fear in railing your ExpeQations to do 
him any Dis-ſervice ; for I can give. 16 
Character to his Advantage, that he wil 
not anſwer; he is ſo much a Gentleman, 1o 
well-turn'd, ſo refin'd, his Modeſty only is 
an Exception againſt him; for in meritiag 
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| puts him in Pain even to have his Probity 


and good Principles commended, which all 
may own without a Bluth, ſince Perſons 
ſhould rather bluſh to be without them, for 
when Truth and Honeſty are departed, Com 
verſation becomes intolerable. 

Lou give us Pain, interrupted the Envoy, 
till we are ſo happy to ſee this Gentleman ; 
if he be already arrived at Nova, we may 
expect the good Fortune to Morrow. One 
common Curioſity inſpired us both, anfwer'd 
Hiratio, the young King of the Vandals, we 
are come ſo far to behold him, his Glory 
has given us Deſire. Be is indeed an Ori- 
inal, purſi'd the Ambaſſador, a very new 


Character, ſo much a King in his Perform- 


ances, ſo ſmall a one in his Manner, I dare 
fay your Lordſhip will agree you never ſaw 
any Thing like him, but himſelf; yet he's 
very handſome, I ſpeak only of his Be- 
haviour and Contempt of Grandour, he is 
as careleſs of his Perſon as he is diligent in 
War; ſo over-run with Neglect of himſelf, 
that there is ſomething in That as extraordi- 
nary as in his Courage. "Tis not his time to be 
polite, or rather young, tho' he be, he is al- 
ready paſt it, and ſo much paſt it, as tis 
fear d never to return to it again: That 
Coldneſs and Stiffneſs which he affects to- 
wards the fair Sex, and which the World 
thinks ſo unnatural, 1s a Diſguſt he-took in 
a very early Age. Your Excellency, anſwer'd 
Horatio, is acquainted with every 1008 : 
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Since Celſus is not yet come, we muſt beg 


leave of Monſieur de St. Girrone, to ſuſpen 
his Curioſity as to the Affairs of Iberia; the 


Count with a Bow feem d to acquieſce, and 


Horatio addreſſing to him, continued thus. 
In expeRation of my Friend's Arrival, whom 


it will be impoſſible for you to know and 


not love him as well as I do; If your Lord- 


ſhip permits, I will beg from Monſieur e“ 


Envoy, the Continuation of what has paſs d 
among the Sarmate : He began the Re- 


lation laſt Night, and it will be extreamly | 


obliging, if he be pleaſed to continue it 


now. 
My Lord Ambaſſador, anſwer'd the Count, 
with a Smile, How comes the heavy dull 
King of the Almains to have out-witted the 


refined Policy of the King our Maſter, and 
your Excellency ? His procuring the Eledi- 


on of the Prince of the Saci unknown, un. 
thought of, in Prejudice to Prince Armin | 


was ſuch a Maſter- piece, as will for ever re- 
trieve his Character, and darken that of 
Charles, We did not expect a Storm from 
that Quarter, reply d the Envoy a little con- 
fuſed, our Views were not ſo extenſive, and 
I acknowledge, we were to blame: But who 


would have imagin'd that a chriſtian Prince, 


how ambitious foever, would have renounc'd 
his Religion to worſhip Idols? But there 
was ſomething more in it than That, Love 
and Diſguſt were at the bottom, the firſt 
for his Miſtreſs, the ſecond to his Frm 
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but if both your Lordſhips pleaſe, I will 


return to the Story where 1 left laſt Night. 


Hhratio and the Count aſſured his Excellen- 
that there would be nothing more ac- 
ceptable, which occaſioned him to begin 


thus. 
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The Continuation of the Hiſtory 


upon Ear 


of SARMATIA, 


vw I T H your Lordſhip's Leave, addreſ. 
ſing to HMratio, I will ſum up in a 
few Words, to the Count de S. Girrone, 
what ! had the Honour to tell your Lord- 
ſhip laſt Night; which he having according -- 
v Jing at the Lady Honoria's Death; 
his Excellency purſued his Narrative in this 


ly done, en 


Manner. 


Fond of any Occaſion that could engage 
me with the Queen, (whom I deſired might | 
confide in me, tho'_in vain, ſhe was too 


crafty and diſtruſtful) I one Day happen'd 


upon that which I imagin'd favourable ; be- 
cauſe all Women love to hear of their Pow - 
er, an Opinion of their Charms can coun- | 
tervail Misfortunes. I found her Majeſty in 
Tears: The Phyſicians had juſt told her, 
The King's Diſtemper puzzled all their 


Art, and they could form no advantagious 


Judgment of the Succeſs. I did my Endea. 
vour, byextolling the Happineſs ſhe might 


hereafter expect, to perſwade her to hear 
the preſent Misfortune as became a Heroine, 


as ſhe was: I know not whether I did not 


even go further, and aſſure her Majeſty, that 
I took 
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| took ſo great a Part in all her Concerns, 
that ſhe could not be grieved but I muſt be 
infinitely diſquieted, becauſe that nothing 
upon Earth affected me in compariſon to 
the Intereſts of her Majeſty, whoſe Beauty 
had made ſo deep an Impreſſion upon my 
Heart, that Time could not efface. I am 
not uſed to ſuch Gallantries, my Lord Am- 
baſſador, ſhe anſwered ; neither do I believe 
that you ſo much as know what you are 
diſcourſing of. Would to Heaven, I reply'd, 
with ſomething too great an Empreſſment, 
that I were ſo inſenſible of what your Ma- 
jeſty ſays 3 but to my Misfortune, Iam much 
leſs than I dare tell your Majeſty : Behold, 
my Lords, what a goodly Foundation here 
was for the Queen's Rage ? Had her Beauty 
been in its firſt Bloom, the Anger and III- 
nature ſhe aſſumed, would in a Moment 
have deſtroyed it! Her Brows purs'd, ſhe 
wrinkled her Forehead, already very obe- 
dient and ready by time to run into that 
Tract, the Rays of her Eyes united in a 
Point, from whence they darted a Stream of 
Envy, Pride, and Deſire of Revenge; her 
whole Countenance Became furious and dif- 
torted, not fluſhed with a generous Red, but 
pe almoſt to Death, or worſe, an aſhy livid 

ue, whence in a Moment ſucceeded a Pur- 
ple-that approached near to Black, and made 
her quivering Lips frightful : Diſdain and 
Reſentment. had turn'd her Blood aduft, 
the Veins of her Neck ſwelled, hex Voice 
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enlarged, and with a ſhrill and furious Ac: 


cent, ſhe aſked me, How I durſt loſe my 
© Reſpect towards a Perſon of her Rank? 
Did I imagine my ſelf in the Court of 


© Orleans? yet even there, the Center of 


* Foppery and des movie Crowned Head, | 
* were exempt from ſuch inſolent Attempts! | 
That ſhe had long obſerved my Folly, but 
© had for her own fake forbore to take no- 
© tice of it, till the Thing ſpoke it ſelf too 
* phanly ; that however the had been born 
* inthe Country of Coquets and Fops, her 
© Education had happened where true Ver- 
omen were conſcious | 
© that Merit ſprang not alone from Beauty, 
ofed their Coronet 


© tue m__ where 


© 'twas Glory that comp 
not to be approaghed or ſullied by Hands 


fo true it is that the a 


ſince it excluded her vertuous Majeſty, and 


her wife Off-ſpring from the ſecond Vote, | 
either | 


ine: So faying, her ſa- 
cred Majeſty, wick the ſame Air, flounced 
into the next Apartment, and left me alone; 
and had I been really a Lover, as diſconſolate 
as ſhe could wiſh ; but Heavens be praiſed, 
her Diſdain not much tormenting me, I felt 
no great Remerſe or Diſſatisfaction, nay, 
was more diſpoſed to laugh than to lament; | 
ffected Cruelties and 

Indignation of a miſtaken Prude, ever af · 
fords matter of Diverſion, rather than Mor- 
tification, | | 
But as contemptible as this appeared in 

it ſelf, the Conſequences were conſiderable, | 
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either of us, or our Confederates; for Prince 
Armutius not ſucceeding, we might have aſ- 
fited Prince Alexis; ſhe writ that Hour to 
the King of the Franks, complaining in ob- 
ſcure Terms, of my Inſolence and want of 
Reſpect, deſiring I might be recalled. The 
next Day, to make her Indignation more 
remarkable, ſhe went to the Palace where I 
was lodged, knowing I was then engaged at 
Court, and ſearch d all the Apartments, till 
in my Bed-Chambet, ſhe found her own 
Picture, which I had bought ſome Days be- 
fore of a very good Limner at an exceſſive 
Price; her Majeſty had been told it by ſome 
officious Perſon, and thinking me unworthy 
to have ſuch a Jewel in my Poſſeſſion, how- 
eyer dearly bought, came in Perſon to take 
it triumphantly away without any ſort of 
Complement, Apology, or Conſideration of 
the Money it had coſt me. | 
Some few Days after, the King fell into 
a Lethargy, which in eighteen Hours carri- 
ed him off: I went to condole with her 
Majeſty, but was not admitted: I laughed at 
the Fantaſt, conſidering how very freely my 
Heart beat; it was particular, very particu- 
lar, to be treated as a Crimina!, when no-. 
thing could be more innocent ; the Princes 
her Sons, except the eldeſt, were ſomething 
leſs unreaſonable, and received my Comph- 
ments of Condolance with a very good Grace, 
eſpecially the Princeſs whom Prince Alexis 
had the Honour to marry ; ſhe knew the 
8 | 255 World, 
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World, and thought it could not at all diſ. 
advantage her to Fo civil to the Ambaſſador ' 
of ſo potent a King as Charles, in that par- 
ticular She was much wiſer than her Lord, 
who took ſo great a Part in the Queens 
Reſentments, that it was eaſie to ſee an Air 
of extream Coldneſs through that forced 
_ Civility, which for a while he thought him- | 


ſelf obliged to pay me. 


Prince Honorius, High Prieſt of the ever- - 
laſting Fire, was proclaimed Regent, with | 
all the Pomp and Acclamations due to their 
Kings: He came heartily into my Maſter's | 
Intereſts ; I was indefatigable, gave my ſelf | 
no Reſt, buying and bribing, extolling Prince 


Armntins, and running down Prince Alexi, 


who ſcem'd the moſt formidable Candidate, 
though there were ſeveral more that put in. 
The late King left an immenſe Sum in Jew- | 
els and ready Money. The Queen ſtill kept 


her Court in the Capital, where by her Ad- 


dreſs, Eloquence, and Generoſity, ſhe drew 


after her, Numbers of thoſe term'd Noble, 


and by her Charity, attracted the Prayers 
and good Wiſhes of the Poor and Needy; | 
her Coffers were however repleniſhed at the 


Soldiers Coſt, a vaſt Arrear being due to 


them; for the late King had, for a long 
time, made it his Buſineſs to pay as little | 


as N to ſave Money for his Queen 
and Children, knowing that whenever he 
ſhould happen to die, that would be the on- 


ly Service to them; whereas what was due 


to 
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to the Army, would be look d upon as a 
Debt of the Crown's, and generally to be 
aid by the next Succeſſor. But the 

Number of Candidates increaſing, they 
foreſaw that it would be a long Time 
before the Eledion was likely to be deter- 
min'd, and 'till then, there was no Proba« 
bility of their Arrears: To bring Things to 
a nearer Concluſion, I inſtigated the Lieu- 
tenant-General to a Confederacy among the 
$1diers, by which they mounted on Horſe- 
back, got into the Field, and exacted Con- 
tributions, demanding a ſpeedy Election. 
Then began the Troubles of the. Sarmate, 
but we foreſce not when they can have an 
End. The Regent fate in daily Conſulta- 
tion how to raiſe Money to fatisfie the 
Demands of the Mutineers, as knowing 
they had but too much Cauſe to complain. 
The Crown-General thought it was beſt to 
reduce them by Force; and eager to be re- 
veng'd upon his Lieutenant, who had de- 
bauched ſo conſiderable a Part of the Army 
from their Duty and his Obedience, drew 
up the Soldiers that ſtill remained under his 
Command, and gave the Rebels Battle, but 
was beaten with conſiderable Loſs, which 
to all Purpoſes rather increas'd than dimi- 
niſhed the Confuſion of the Kingdom. 
The victorious Mutineers purſued their good 
Fortune, and took one of the richeſt and 
largeſt Cities, BRO having put under Con- 
tri- 
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tribution, they eſtabliſh'd their Winter- 


Quarters, and made a new Standard, the 


Figure of two Swords, with this Motto, 
which was inſcribed under one of them, 
For our Country; under the other, For as, the 


Defenders of our Country. Then began War 


and Deſolation to reign, they loudly de. 


manded that the Queen ſhould be made 0 
retire from the Capital with the Children 


Royal, which if ſhe refus'd, they would 

force her to depart the Kingdom: Ihe Re. 

ſent went with ſeeming Regret, to tell her 
ajeſty the unwelcome 


ore Weakneſs than he expected from a 


>oul ſo haughty, by which he gueſs d that 


her Deſigns were 


8 diſap- 
pointed; the Tears fill 


her Eyes when ſhe 


told his Highneſs ſhe would depart to 2 
Houſe of Pleaſure ſhe had ſome few Miles 


from Marſovia, but could not forbear 
making bitter Invectives againſt my Pro- 


ceedings, which ſhe aſſured her ſelf was 
not by the Orders of the King my Ma- 


ter. 


This Inter-regnum began to wear as miſ. 


chievous a Face as long Minorities ; never 
was known more Diviſions, more Confuſi- 


ons, and more Diſorders in a Nation 5 th 
| | ebe! 


ews; he could not 
forget the untimely Fate of Honoria, nor 
the Injuſtice of Prince Alexis; now was 
his time to revenge her Wrongs. The 
Queen received the Order with ſomething 
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Rebel-Army committed as many Cruel- 
ties upon the Lands of the Republick as an 
Enemy could have done, and to add totheir 
Misfortunes, the barbarous Hun taking an 
Advantage of theſe Calamities, made a 
Deſcent upon the Borders, robbing and 
ſpoiling where · ever they came, and putting 
all to Fire and Sword, ſweeping the In- 
habitants that were fit for Slavery, hauling 
them away into a deplorable and miſerable 
Captivity. 

The Regent, to put ſome End to theſe 
Misfortunes, ſent to the Mutineers to aſ- 
fare them they ſhould be paid all their Ar- 
rears, upon condition they would lay doun 
their Arms, or return under the Obedience 
of their lawful General ; bur they refus'd, 
telling the Deputies, That tho' all their 
Demands were fatisfied, they would not diſ- 
unite till a new King was choſen, It was 
my Buſineſs to uphold theſe Sentiments, 
therefore I ſpared for neither Money, or 
Perſuaſion to keep them warm, and ſtedfaſt 
in their Reſolution. | 

The Prince-Regent went yet further, and 
form'd an Aſſociation, which he obliged all 
to ſign, where after having provided for 
their falſe Religion, they appointed a re- 
mote Day for the Election. Prince Hono- 
7145, as deſerving as he was, car'd not to 
reſign the Sovereignty, which during the 
Inter-reguum, was * lode'd in him; 


— but 
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but that which more gratify'd him, and by 


which he ſtruck directly at Prince Alexy, 
they entered into a ſtrict Obligation, not to 
Elect upon any Terms a Native of Sarmatia, 


they pronounced all thoſe to be publick 
Enemies who ſhould aſpire to the Crown, 


and ſuch to be Rebels who acknowledged any 


of the Sarmate for their King. 


The late King had, during a long Reign, 


made it his Buſineſs to hinder the States 
from an ; 


ſed was to reduce the Monarchy to its for- 


mer Limits, that whatever Prerogatives ſo 
great a Number of ſucceſſive Kings had un- 
might de re- 


juſtly got by Incroachment, 
ſumed before a new Election. 


New Troubles broke out in the Duke 
dom of the Alani, ſubjected to the Sarmate; | 


the Dutchy is govern'd by a Dax, interpre- 
ted among us a Viceroy ; the General of the 


Army has a Power independent of the Dax; | 
theſe two mighty Poſts are Hereditary, and 

ofſeſs'd by Families who have long been 
Enemies upon an Occaſion, which, ſmall as 


it was, has produced large and fatal Con- 
ſcquences. 


There was a Vicedax, an Age or more 
ſince, who had a Daughter named Amoria, 


perfectly handſome, exceſſively good- natur d, 


and devout almoſt to a fault, of a ſerious or 
rather 


they had almoſt forgot 
what was their Authority, till now in this 
[ater-regnum, where the firſt Thing propo- 
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ther melancholy Temper : She was mar- 
ned at her own Requeſt, by her Father, to 
the Great General's eldeſt Son called IAgello; 
the Youth was wild, young, amorovs, and 
inconſtant; but Ar0r14 had made him her 
Choice, and was exceſſively charm'd with 
mim: For ſome Years he lived in a good 
Correſpondence with his Lady, whoſe lem- 
per had too much Allay for his Fire, but 
perfectly underſtanding her Duty, 10 very 
much in Love, ſhe made it her Buſineſs 
rather to force Nature than do any T hin; 
that ſhould be diſtaſteful to her Lord, til 
the Viceroy with whom they lived*being 
dead, and his Son ſucceeding, I gello thought 
himſelf at more liberty to follow his Plea- 


ſures; the Coldneſs and native Vertue of 


the Women of the North, not anſwering 
to the Height of his Taſte in Debauch, he 
reſolved to try the warmer Southern Cli- 
mates, and therefore unknown to all the 
World, he forfook the Court, and wander- 
ed into Gallia, Lombardy, Radenn Rome © In 
ſnort, after a ten Years looſe Pilgrimage, 
he felt ſome Remorſe for having abandon'd 
Amoria, a doating Wife, to weep away her 
Beauties Bloom; bis whole Family and all 
the Friends and Acquaintance he had lament- 
ing his Abſence, for he never took care to 
let them know any thing of his Rambles 
but when he wanted Supplies. He had left 
his Lady poſſeſſed of two beauteons Boys, 

| N 3 ich 
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which now he felt ſome natural Returns, 
ſome Sentiments of Tenderneſs for, after ſo 
long an Abſence. When he was come as 
far as the Frontiers, he writ a Letter to 


Husband who would henceforth bound all 
his Deſires in her alone, and by doing 


vour eg aton? for his former Neglect; he 


c 
c 
4 
£ 
C 
4 
0 
4 
« Fault; begg'd her Arms might be open 
< to him, though he confeſſed, he was un- 
* worthy of ſo much Happineſs, but to 
* leave no Thought upon either of their 
« 

* 

£ 

c 


ing might be without Reproach. 


Anoria, us'd to Melancholy and Misfor- 


tune, knew not how to believe that flatter- 
ing Proſpect of Happineſs which her Lord 
gave her in his Letter; ſhe read it over and 
over, ſuffering the kindling Joy to enlarge 
to Tranſports ; ſhe returned him an Anſwer 
all kind and forgiving! He received it with 
proportionate Satisfaction, and ſent her ano- 
ther, Thar the next Night he would be fo 
© happy (if the Deſtinies permitted him) to 
© reſtore to her a Wanderer, who deſired 


nothing 


her Merit. future Juſtice he would endea- 


Ppraye g ber to receive him without any of 
thoſe Frowns he deſerved, but to forgey, | 
it poſſible, the very Remembrance of his 


Minds that might diſturb that Delight and 
Tranquility he expected, he required her, 
by the Duty of a Wife, that their Meet- 


Amoria, wherein he conjur'd her, To for- 
get all that was paſt, to receive him as a 


0 


J nothing 


© Happine 


'F* cauſe he 
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turns, J“ nothing with more Impatiency than the 
er ſo J Happineſs ſhe could give him; but be- 
ne az cauſe he would avoid the idle Congratula- 
er to tions of his Friends, till he had firſt been 
o for. © pbleſt in her's, he begg'd her to conceal 
as a his Return, and to ſuffer him to paſs the 
1d al} Night alone with her, unknown ro any 
loing but their dear Children, and the Woman 
idea. I © of her Bed-Chamber. I 
t; he The indulgent tender Wife, reſolved. to 
y of | comply in all Things with his Incliyggtions ; 
rgets but the Mis fortune was, Amid hu been 
his one of thoſe Beauties that fade without the 
open Help of Time; her Grief and Melancholy 
un- had fo totally deſtroyed her Charms, that 
t to. tho' ſhe was not Old, there did not remain 
their Þ the leaſt Tract or Air of that Beauty which 
-and had formerly been ſo conquering ; we fair 
her, Hue of her Complexion was degenerated to 
ſleet- a pale ſickly Yellow, the Roſes upon her 

JI Cheeks ſo perfectly faded, that there was not 
sfor- the leaſt Bluſh of their native Vermilion ; 
tter- I her Tips were grown thin and livid, the 
ord Largeneſs of her Eyes till remained, but 
and ſo as to make her more frightful, becauſe 
arge | they were forſaken by her Cheeks, and 
wer ſeemed ſtaring and hollow: Her Noſe, 


vith once ſo well turned, and white, look d 
no- red and large, her Face appear'd fallen, 
e ſo lean, and flat; in a Word, ſhe was no lon- 


) to ger that Amoria, whom {agello her Lord had 
Ire} known, „ 


ing N44 | Con- 
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She was conſcious of ſome Change, tho 
the could not believe it fo great. 


lingneſs acknowledge though convinced, 
Amoria knew well her Lord was nice of 


Tafte, even before he had ſeen the South- 


ern Beauties; therefore to prepare him for I 


that ANration ſhe would have him expect, 


the ſent him a Letter, a Copy of which 


is ſtillsextant in their Hiſtories, and is 


counted one of. the Maſter- pieces of that 


Time. 


him, as her deareſt Lord and Husband, and 
which had poſlibly only diſpleaſed by the 
© Exeeſs; ſhe had learnt by melancholy 
* Proofs that a Wife might be thought to 
© love too much, though a Miſtreſs never 
enough; that her preſent Pleaſure equall'd 
© the Sorrow, which had inceſſantly prey'd 
_ © upon her Mind and Form ſince his fatal 
© Abſence, and which the needed take no 
* Pains to repreſent to him, it ſpoke too 
© fatally, too ſignificantly for it ſelf ; the 
Moment he ſhould caſt his Eyes upon her 
Face, he would be able to gueſs at gb 

ad 


We are 
leaſt acquainted with our ſelves, and will but. 
with Difficulty admit that even Time makes 
an Alteration to our Diſadvantage ; tis the 
very laſt Thing our Vanity ſuffers us to be 
convinced of, and which we with Unwil- 
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chad been her Sufferings, he would think 
{it impoſſible a Woman could bear ſo nuch 


cas he wou'd ſee ſhe had done; the there- 


fore conjured him to put the Merit of her 


© Woes in the Place of her once commend- 


(ed Beauty, and when he no more beheid 
that Air which had formerly diſtinguith'd 
cher, he ſhould ask himſelf what this poor 
{ Mourner had endur'd ? She that had made 
a voluntary Sacrifice of that which all Wo- 


men ſo eagerly deſire and ſtudy to preſerve; 


when he no longer beheld her Eyes ſpark- 
{ling with their native Luſtre, he fhould 
© confider ſhe had wept enough to extin- 
© euiih not only theirs, but all the Splen- 
dor in the World; nor could Lillies and 
' Roſes, ever ſuſtain their Bloom againit 
' inceffant falling Showers, or rather Storms, 
for ſuch had been the Tempeſt of her Sor- 
rows! the Night affording no Intermiſſi- 


don or Repoſe, nor the Sun any Refreſb- 


ment to her, who no longer counted Sea- 
({ons, the Periods of Time, the Alternative 
' of Day and Night, becauſe all her Mo- 


ments were devoted to his Abſence, and 


to bewail the Remembrance of his Un- 
(kxindneſs! | 
Imoria's Letter, inflead of giving him 


my frightful Idca's of her Change, fille] 


im only with Tenderneſs and new Deſire 
to behold her; he thought it a little Arti— 
ie of the Sex, to indear her Beauty the 

N J more 
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more, and prepare him for ſome ſmall Alte- 
ration, which he allow'd was inevitable, 
ſince ten Years is Time even in the young- 
eft Face, eſpecially when once made a Wite, | 


and in theſe cold Climates they never mar- 


ry very ſoon: But good Heaven! how was 


fagelly ſurprized when he was brought to 


Amoria's Arms, and knew her not; when he 
ask d his Wife for his Wife; when her very 
Voice was ſo alter d, as to become ſtrange 
to him; when he was ſhock' d at her ſight; 
when his Blood curdled with Averſion; 


when he ran over her Form to recolle& in 


vain ſome Lineaments of what ſhe had been, 
his Heart no longer confeſs'd the Charmer 
that once could draw the Eyes and Wiſhes 
of all Zeholders. Himſelf was ftill in full 
Strength and Vigour of manly Bloom, his 

Beauty ceaſing to be ſo effeminate as before, 
had gain'd a glowing Vigour that mant]'q } 


upon his Cheeks ; there was a daring, ſtrenu- 


ous, lofty Air, added by Time and the Con- 
yerſe of the World; be had liv'd luxuri- 


ouſly, but not to deſtroy his Health, he 


was too great a Self-Lover, for in that he 


tenter d every Thing. Amoria beheld him 
with new Reinforcements of Love and De- 


light; but when ſhe ſaw that he repelled her | 


Embraces, that he even threw her from him 
and walked oF, folding his Arms, and 
hanging his Head, telling her he conld nor 


bear her Sight, ſhe was ſo very, very ugly! 


- 
* 


vol. I. 
He woulc 
ver ſee Ne 
Woe tha 
fore; thi 
bled her, 
but neve 
ft for R 
ſhe beat 
dhe tore 

could no 
ſelf wit! 
Floor in 
ſtrings h 
was 10 e 
ſneak or 
Children 
ther, ral 
Boy abo 
ned and 
Women 
the moſ 
is Swo: 
even to 
for his 

Tempe! 
Childre 

My L. 

me vo 

it, wi 

* hnma! 

* yours 

* ceptIC 


III. 


Alte- 
table, 


Oung- 


Wife, 
mar- 
Was 
zht to 


1en he 


T very 
range , 


en; | 
ion; 


ect in 


been, 
armer 
Viſhes 


1 ful] 


1, his 

efore, 
antl'd 
renu- | 


Con- 


Nuri - 


1 he 


at he | 
him 


| De- 


d her 


| him 
and 
J not 


+] 
ugly! 


He 


vol. III. The New Atalantis. 290 


He would, he muſt be gone again, and n- 
ver ſee her more; fhe gave a Burſt to that 
Woe that had never had an entire Vent be- 
fore; that Woe which languiſhingly enfee- 
bled her, and by flow degrees had conſum'd, 
but never united as now in a fatal Point 
fic for Ruin and Deſtruction ! She ſtamp'd! 
ſhe beat her Breaſt ! there was the Anguith ! 
She tore her Dreſſings and her Hair! bus 
could not weep ; ſhe figh'd! ſhe burſt her 
ſelf with ſighing, and fell down upon the 
Floor in a deadly Swoon, as if her Heart- 
firings had that Moment crack d; her Grief” 
was Jo exceſlive, that ſhe had not Power to 
ſneak one Word to eaſe her ſelf; her two 


Children who were there to receive their Fa- 


ther, ran to her Aſſiſtance, the youngeſt, à 
Boy about twelve Years of Age, was fright- 
ned and fell a ſcreaming, which brought the 
Women; the eldeſt Son now near Sixteen, 
the moſt beautiful Vouth of his Time, drew 
his Sword, and came up to Igellb, animated 
even to Rage, by that Tenderneſs he had 
for his Mother, whoſe Vertue and good 
Temper made her ador'd and lov'd by her 


Children, and valu'd by all the World? 


My Lord, fays the bold Youth, they tell 
me you are my Father, but I can't believe 


it, whilſt I ſee you uſe my Mother ſo in- 


' hnmanly ; either with your kind Endea- 
© yours try to reſtore, and afford her a Re- 
© ception worthy of her, or prepare to Ae 

e 
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* me Satisfaction for her Wrongs. Jagelh, 


whoſe Paſſions were naturally violent, ne- 
ver ſtay d to anſwer the lovely Boy any 
further than by ſome baſe, hot, injurious ' 
Names and Reproaches, drawing his Sword, | 
with his Height, Rage, and Strength, he 
preſently got within him, throwing him 
down, he ſet his Foot upon his Body, 
and run him into the Heart, bidding him 
take the Reward of Preſumption and Pa- 


ricide. 


By this time the Viceroy was alarmed, 
whoſe Apartment being upon the ſame 
Floor, the Women ran immediately to tell 
him his Siſter was dead, and Jagello was 
about to murther her Children; he had 
heard from Amoria of his intended Return, 
but to oblige both, he would not diſturb 
their Meeting with Ceremony till Morn- | 
ing; he entered juſt as * that inhuman | 
Monſter, had killed his lovely Son, with- 
out being able to dif-engage his Sword from 
the Body, the Viceroy ran upon him find- 
ing him diſarm'd, and with reiterated Stabs 
immediately laid that Libyan Tyger dead at 
4, his Feet. | 


Amoria was more happy than to recover 


to a Senſe of Knowledge, or ſhe had dy'd 


again, beholding that Scene of Horror, her 


Son murther'd by her Husband! her Hus- 
band by her Brother ! Her Underſtanding 
never return d, the languiſh'd. three Days 
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in a lethargick Fit, which in carrying her 
from the World, ſent her Shade to reproach 
that unnatural Father, and moſt abominable 
Husband. 

Iagellos Brother, by his Abſence officia- 
ting as General of the Army of the Alans, 
made the Viceroy diſſemble his Return, he 
conceal'd his Death as long as he could; when 
it was diſcovered, there happened a long 
and inveterate War, which ended not but 
with the Death of the Principals: Since 
that, an immortal and hereditary Hatred. 
ſeems fix'd between the Iagelb's and the 
Anorii; upon every Opportunity they break 
out into freſh Flames, the Inter-regnum 
afforded them Liberty to proſecute their 
ever-enduring Malice, which together with 
anew Incident that happen'd amongſt them, 
ſet all the Dutchy, and even Sarmaiia, in a 
new Combuſtion. 

The preſent Viceroy is a Man in the De- 
cline 1 his Age, he wedded in ſecond 
Marriage an imperious Princeſs, taken from 
among the barbarous Hans; not to diſgrace 
her Country, Goneril was as ſavage as the 
Teſt, her brutal Soul ſcorn'd to degenerate. 
The Viceroy had one Daughter before he 
marry d her, call'd Iſmena, now growing to 
be a Woman, her Beauty was a perpetual 
Eye-ſore to her imperious Step-Dame ; the 
caus'd her Lord to ſend her to the Frontier 
that borders upon the Empire of the Gothe, 


— 
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there to languiſh away her Prime with an 


old ill-natured Aunt, whoſe uneaſte Temper 


would never permit her to ſee a happy Hour. 
Iſmena is indeed a killing Beauty. I beheld 
her in her Misfortunes, and yet nothing 


was ſo proper to infuſe Delight ; her beau- 


teous Eyes, though weighed down by a load 
of Tears and Grief, ſeem'd like the two 


contending Elements, but the Fire over- 
came, and ſhot Flames thro' all the watry 


Woe. She gives one Concern and Pain, | 


till one can relieve her; one can't behold 
Iſmena diftreſs'd, without accuſing the De- 
ſtinies that did not proportionate her Hap- 
pineſs to her Charms. 

Brutal and ſplenetick as her old Aunt 
was, 1ſmena's Form and Sweetneſs of Tem- 
per, won ſo far upon Fer, that when ſhe 
was to depart (for the Viceroy apprehend- 
ing left the Goths taking Advantage of the 
Inter-regnum, and the new begun I roubles 


in Sarmatia, thould, as uſual, upon any 


Proſpect of Advantage, plunder the Borders, 
and carry away his beloved Iſmena into 
Captivity, notwithſtanding the Vice. Queen“ 
Diſpleaſure, ſent a Party of Horſe to convoy 
her to Court ;) the Aunt at leaſt regretted, 
that ſhe was loſing an Object upon which 
the us'd to whet her Spleen and Ill-nature, 
without any Returns but Softneſs on 1ſwena's 
Part, who wou'd fain have perſuaded her to 
have ſecur'd her ſelf at the Viceroy's 2 
| er, 
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her, tho' in all probability ſhe was ſtill to 
be with her. The old Lady in Love with 
her own Abode, and truſting Deſtiny, wou'd 
not forſake it, ſo that 1ſmena departed with- 
out her diſagreeable Preſence and Conver- 
ſation. | 

The Viceroy had not judged amiſs ; that 
very time Iſmena was upon the Road, a Par- 
ty of the Goths and wild Ruſſes came down 
to ſeek for Booty ; they immediately ſur- 
rounded her Chariot, and began to encoun- 
ter with the Horſe-men that guarded it ; 
their Numbers were ſo unequal, that they 
ſoon became Conquerors, killing to the laſt 
Man; they were juſt carrying the beautiful 
Maid into a perpetual Slavery, when a new 
Troop appeared on the Part of the Alan, 
with a graceful Youth at the Head, who 
ſeem'd by his martial Air, as if he went in 
Search of Adventures, and defir'd nothing 
{o much; he ſet upon the ſavage Goths, 
who ſeeing themſelves out-number'd durſt 
not ſtand the Attack of regular Troops, but 
abandoning all the Booty they had elſewhere 
plunder'd, and the Priſoners they had taken, 


ran for their Lives; being very dextrous at 


Retreat (mounted upon ſmall ſwift hardy 
Horſes) they immediately diſappeared, and 
left the Commander of the Alani to ap- 
proach Iſmena, and make her his Compli- 
ment upon her Deliverance. 


Tis 


Tis hard to ſee two Perſons more hand- 


ſome than the young General and 1ſmena, | 
they immediately exchanged Eyes, and if it 
be permitted me to ſay, Souls. There hap- 
pen'd an inevitable Sympathy; but alas! 
their Love was born in Sorrow, no ſooner 
did they know they were worthy each others 


Admiration, but they began to mourn their 


mutual Senſibility; no ſooner did they feel 
that their Heart by ſtrong Impulſe carry'd 
them to Friendſhip, but they knew their 

Houſes were mortal Enemies to each other; 


Iſmena being the only remaining Branch of 
the Amorii, of the Viceroy's Side, and Juvixs 
the darling Son of the General Jagel, be- 
tween whoſe Families there had till then 


been an unextinguiſhable Hatred | This 


young agello had been ſent that Morning 
by his Father, with a Detachment to ſecure 
the Borders ; he had chanced to reſcue the 
Daughter of his Enemy from Slavery, the 
Fears of which had made fo terrible an Im- 
preſſion upon her Mind, that her Joy and 
Gratitude ſmooth'd the Way, affiſted by 
Favins's Graceful Form, ſo that Love found 
an unforbidden Entrance; her Charms 


were ſufficient of themſelves; there needed 


no Prepoſſeſſion but what departed from 


them, to gain a Conqueſt over any Heart 
that was not already ingaged. Iagellob was 


vanquiſh'd! and being born with a lofty 
Soul, and Height of Courage, he did no: 
heſitate 
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heſitate at the Proſpe& of Danger and 
Difficulty, but reſolved to proſecute his 
Withes, till they were crown'd in {ſmen's 
Arms, Itappeared meritorious to him, and 
the Work of Heaven thus to extinguiſh 
that long Hatred and Barbarity of Families 
by a Reconciliation of their Animoſities, 
immerging the rougher Paſſions in the more 
tender. As Indifferency bad begun the fatal 
Diſunion, ꝓuvius told himſelf, his induring 
Perſeverance ſhould end it. Iſinena bred 
to no Diſſimulation, and who for a long 
time had beheld, at her Aunt's, only Ob- 
jects diſagreeable, was ſtruck by: his Beauty 
and good Mien: Young and ſenfible as {hz 
was, untaught to refuge in Affectation and 
Cruelty, Habits acquired in the Sex by mi- 
ſtaken Pride, ſhe would have thought it 
criminal to begin the Artifice here to her 
Benefactor and her Lover, for ſuch he im- 
mediately declar'd himſelf; and having a 
Soul as ſenſible as Great, a vaſt Capacity 
and ſound Judgment, he foreſaw all they 
were like to ſuffer from their unlucky Stars, 
and the implacable Hatred of their Families: 
Therefore after ſome Hours Converſation, 
he endeavour'd to diſſuade the Maid from 
returning to her Father's Court, ſince the 
cruel Gonneril, whoſe IIl- nature and Diſho- 
neſty was the publick Diſcourſe, would cer- 
tainly prepoſſeſs the Viceroy to their Diſ- 
advantage: She was known an Enemy to 

Vertue, 
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Vertue, and the Quiet of Perſons leſs wie- 


ked than her ſelf; nor could he expect more 
Tenderneſs from Iagellb, who was implaca- 
ble in his Temper, and not to be mollify- 
ed or influenc'd, but by thofe more mighty 
than himſelf; therefore this ardent Lover, 
full of his new-born Paſſion propoſed, that 
they thoald proceed no farther on their in. 
tended Journey; bot leaving the Road that 
led to the Capital of the Alani, take the 
Rout of Sarmatia, where throwing them 
ſelves at the Regent's Feet, as he was High 
Prieſt and Prince, he would make it Matter 


Offence both to Heaven and Earth, and 
might afford them a ſafe and honourable 
Retreat and Protection. Happy had it been 
for the lovely Pair if 1ſmena had been in- 


befal us, and acquainted with even the 
Methods by which we might avoid it, yet 


the Deſignments of Fate 


Terms muſt be accompliſh'd. 
Iſmena could by no means take ſuch a 


fhe liyv d, nor had ſhe any ſuch Incli nation. 
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Love was not yet ſtrong enough to teach 
her Reſolution and Fortitude ; ſhe ſhad al- 
ready done too much in eſteeming, as ſhe 
did, the Enemy of her Houſe ; but that 


| 
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Fault ſeem'd ſo amiable, it was no longer 


in her Power to reject it; her Conſent was 


not at all neceſſary in that Point; Love 
would have her to take part with him, ſpight 
of her ſelf ſhe was wounded in favour of 


I the young Lazelle, 


Who when he faw he could not prevail 
with her, as to their Flight, he prepared 
himſcelf to attend her to the Viceroy's Pa- 
lace ; inceſſantly importuned by her, that 


no Time might be loſt, leſt her Glory ſhould 
I ſuffer by the Delay; Courage, my Heart, 


* cry'd the youthful Lover, prepare thy ſelf 
© to ſuffer. I ſee! I ſee, by way of advance, 
© the Extremity of ill Fortune that attends 
© us; this is perhaps the only ſmiling Mo- 
© ment of our Lives, by which it is now 
in our Power to evade our Deſtiny ; we 
© are ſuffering it to glide away unpoſſeſs d, 
and perhaps it never will return: But 
© however, let us ſtill remember, that as we 
© began to love in the Inſtant we began to 
* know each other, we never ceaſe ſo to do, 
till we have no longer a Part in the Know- 

© ledge of any Thing. | 
To make ſhort the Entertainment, be plea- 
ſed to imagine all that could be ſaid by a 
young Lover who knew the Value of Tins, 
tne 
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the Difficulty of gaining another Oppor- 
tunity, and full of Deſire effectualhy to en- 
gage her to be his Wife; but Iſmena, like 
moſt of her Sex, was firſt to ſuffer Perſecu- 
tion, by which their Lovers are generally | 
endear'd to them. Many are brought by 
Uſage and Contradiction, to do Favours 
they had never conſented to, if they had been 
left free and without Perſecution. Iſnen: 
knew not yet the Progreſs her Lover had 


made in her Heart, nor could imagine, till 
the was ſeparated from him, how touching 
would be his Loſs. 

The Viceroy was taking the Air on Horſe- 


back with Gonneril, and a full Court of 
I that Co 


I Perſons 
rounded them. Had he ſtill been an Enemy 
and not a Lover, he would have purſu'd tlie 
Cuſtom between the Families, (when it was 
not open Enmity) to avoid one another, 


but alighting, he went to take the Princeſs Eves fre 


JI peared, 


both Sexes, when Judius and Iſmena with 
the Detachment under his Command, ſur- 


from her Chariot, who threw her ſelf at her 
Father's Feet; ſhe wept with Joy at em- 


dracing him, and thinking of the Happineſs 


of her late Deliverance ; ſhe began to re- | 
pented 


F that T 
began te 
ſhort, and aſłed her, Why ſhe was ſo | 
poor-ſpirited to receive a Favour of that 
Jof thei 


count the Obligation ſhe had to the young 
71 who had redeemed her from a miſc- 
rable Captivity. The Viceroy ſtop'd her 
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© Conſequence from the Hand of a mortal 
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© Enemy ? That better it were to die ten 
© thouſand times over, or be led away into 
« perpetual Slavery, than have been obliged 
© to a Race, whom when the Good of the 
I © State did not require the contrary, he 
J' © ſhould always meet as mortal Foes, and 
| 4 never with leſs than deadly Enmi- 
4 
{zello, poſſeſsed by his new and Virgin- 
Paſſion, was unwilling to ſay any Thing 
that might widen the danch, but getting 
on Horſe-back, he deſired the Viceroy not 
to believe himſelf at all obliged to him 
for having reſcued the fair Iſmena; he had 
done nothing but his Duty, as ſhe was of 
that Country, and with a Number of other 
Perſons made, by the Chance of War, unfor- 
tunate ; he did not pretend upon that Score, 
that he ſhould at all leſſen his Averſion, 
however irreligious and unjuſt ſuch Enmities 
were: So ſaying he departed, bowing very 
I low to the Vice-Queen, who never took her 
Eyes from his Face ſince the Moment he ap- 
I peared, and with equal Reſpect and more 
Tenderneſs, ſaluting the lovely pena, who 
could only tell him with hers, that ſhe re- 
pented of not following his Advice, and 
that That was the firſt Moment wherein ſhe 
began to be unhappy, ſince it was the Be- 
ginning of their Separation. 
Were one to know all the Circumſtances 
of their Amour, it could not be un-enter- 
5 tanning 
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taining, the Aſſiduity and Pains the young 
lagello muſt take to endeavour to get undiſ- 
covered Opportunities to addreſs the fair 
I happened upon none that were 

onfidants, and therefore go along with the 
publick Reports and open Matter of Fact; 
ime we hear of him, is in the 
Princeſs Iſmena's Bed- chamber at Mid- night. 
Gonneril, that imperious Step-Mother and 
diſhoneſt Wife, had often beheld the well- 

made Juvius with deſiring Eyes, but had 
never been ſo near him as the Day of 
Iſmena's Return, when with wanton Cilances | 
ſhe had devoured his Looks, and reſolved | 
him for her peculiar Pleaſures, tho' ſhe | 


Iſmena. 


the next 


knew not which way to compaſs what ſhe 


had reſolved. The Women among the 
Hans are by no means tenacious of their 
Honour, as are the Sarmate, nor ſet any 


other Price upon Vertue, but what may be 
bought off by Inclination. 


Beauty of her Dau 


both; ſhe had 


Miſchief, with whom ſhe had often, in vain, 
con- 


The Vice- 
Queen had already given Proofs that ſne 
did not intend to confine her ſelf to the 
Arms of her decaying Lord: She was hand- 
ſome, tho' with ſomething barbarous in her 
Air, and very powerful, which gave her Op- 
portunity of gratifying her Pleaſures to what- | 
ever Obſect directed. She hated the Merit and 
ter-in-law, and there- 
fore did all ſhe could to impair the Credit of 
perpetual Spies and Apents of 
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conſulted how to get the young Lagello, 
ſhould ſhe write to him to tell him her Pains, 
as an Enemy, (forgetting the Gentleman) he 
might expoſe and ridicule her Letter ; but if 
he were diſpoſed to a mutual Gallantry, ſhe 
doubted he would hardly confide himſelf to 
any Rendezvous that ſhe ſhould appoint, 
becauſe ſhe had the Reputation of being his 
mortal Foe, as ſhe was Wife to the Vice- 
Roy. At laſt, ſhe determined to ſend an 
Agent in ſecret Services, who without any 
Credentials from under her Hand, ſhould 
diſcreetly make the firſt Diſcovery of her 
Paſſion to the lovely Youth that had raiſed it. 
agello, who had in vain waited an Op- 
ortunity to ſee Iſmena, would have ſaid and 

; ou all Things to have procured that Hap- 
pineſs : They had had a long and lucky In- 
tercourſe of Letters, in which he had fruit- 
lefly endeavoured to infuſe Courage enough 
into her, to make her abandon that Court 
and Gonneril's cruel Uſage ; but no happy 
Means was found to introduce him to her 
Sight. The Vice-Queen's Agent and Pro- 
poſals he heard, as he writ to the Prin- 
ceſs, with Horror ; for he not only adored 
Iſmena, but was a Lover of Vertue; yet diſ- 
ſembling his Diſlike, he told the Perſon 
who ſpoke to him, that not being naturally 
vain, he could not tell how co flatter him- 
ſelf, that ſo great and beautiful a Lady had 
any Paſſion for him, more eſpecially con- 
ſſidering 
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ſidering the Family into which ſhe was mar- | 
ryed, was at mortal Variance with his; but I fr the 


impatiet 


if it were true that Deſtiny had reſerved ſo 
2 a Portion of Happineſs for him, he 


egg'd the Favour of ſeeing it under the 


Vice- Queens own Hands; tagether with 
the Key of the inacceſſible Garden, where 


he would wait upon her at any Hour ſne 
| ſhould pleaſe to appoint, and put his Perſon | 


and his Life wholly in her Power. 
Forgetting to tell your Lordſhips that 
the Women in that Nation are kept much 
more ſtrictly than among the Sarmate, 
where there is not the leaſt Shadow of Re- 


ftraint, you have doubtleſs wonder d why, 


before this, /agello found not an Opportu- 


nity to diſcourſe Iſmena : The greateſt Ob- 


ſtacle was the heredirary Hatred of their 


Families, whence he durſt not attempt the 


Vice-Roy's Palace; for ſhould he be ſeen 


there, it would hazard his Life, «here was 


no other Way for him to os an Intro- | 
eans, thro' 
the Gardens called IJnacceſſible, becauſe it 
was ſacred to the Vice- Queen's, and the 
Princeſs's Lodgings, where no Men, but the 
Gardners ever preſumed to enter: There 


duction, than by Gonneril's 


was a Back- door that opened into the Coun: 


try, of which the Vice-Roy and Queen on- 


ly kept the Keys; the Walls were of a pro- 
digious Height, ſo guarded with tall Spikes 


of Iron that it was impoſſible for any one to 


attempt an Entrance that way. The 
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The Vice- Queen, whoſe amorous Deſires 
for the young Juvius were impetuous and 
impatient, no ſooner heard how bold and 
brave a Lover ſhe had found, but ſhe haſted 
to give him thoſe Proofs of her Love 
which he expected: She writ him a Billet 
in a tender melting Strain, ſent him the Key 
which he demanded, and appointed him ex- 
actly at Midnight, to come into rhe Gar- 
den, where, at the Door which open d from 
the Back-Stairs, ſne would her ſelf attend 
his coming, that he might, from her Pre- 
ſence and her Mouth, aſſure himſelf of all 
manner of Happineſs and Security, 
. Jagello no ſooner ſaw himſelf Maſter of 
that Key, but he cauſed another to be made 
by it; had he reſted: there, and not have 
gone to the youre Rendezvous, but upon 
pretence of Fear or Remorſe, have return'd 
the Original to the Vice-Queen, he had 
been much leſs guilty, tho' I will not pre- 
tend to judge of the Extent of his Crime. 
All we'know'is;/' that he was introduced 
into her Apartment. The Excuſe he made 
to Iſmena was, that he had an Occaſion to 
learn the way, by which from that Gar- 
den, one was to get into the Lodgings; 
however it were, he ſtaid ſome Hours with 


Gonneril, where 1 gueſs, Cruelty was not 


his Buſineſs ; ſhe her ſelf, in his Return, 
attended him to the Back-gate, and as he 
had foreſeen would not leaye. the Ke 

| WILL 
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with him, but told him, once in two 
or three D 
again. 


The Morning was no ſooner come, but he 
writ to acquaint Iſmena, by means of their | 


uſual Intelligence, that he was Maſter of 
the Inacceſſible Key, and conjured her, if 
ſhe meant to preſerve his Life, or at leaf 


not to drive him into abſolute Deſpair, that 


he might be permitted that Night to 


bring a Flamen with him, and begg d 2 | 
a 3 


her to meet him in the covered 
the next to that into which the Back- 
Door opened. _ 

To conclude, they were that Night mar- 


ryed. So bold and neceſſary a Step taken, | 


the young Bridegroom could not reſt 
there, they diſmiſs d the Prieſt, and he 
prevailed with his Wife to let him paſs 
ſome Hours of the Night in her Bed- 
Chamber. 1 

Fortune was for once of their Side; ſhe 
would not deſtroy before ſhe bad ble 
them; but her niggardly Favours ſtinted 
them to a Night, the lent them no more. 
Legedb had prepared all Things for their 

I 


ght, which Iſmena, now his Wife, had 
ad he been leſs amorous, 


conſented to: 


or more diſcreet, and not attempted to 
renew the Danger in ſearch of that Hap- 
pineſs which in a little time he might 
been 
ſafe, } 


poſſeſs without Difficulty , he had 


ays ſhe would ſend to him 
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ſafe, and Iſmena not made miſerable by 


his Loſs! But fond of that Treaſure 
which her Arms had enriched him with, 


I he could not live a Moment without it |} 


He importuned, ſhe admitted him, and 
they were once more happy in mutual 
Paſſion and Embraces. 

But cruel Gonneril diſcovered their Com- 
merce. She was inflamed to that Hei 
of Fury and Revenge, that nothing 
his Blood could quench her wy 
found too late, the had been the Pretence, 
and devoted him to Deato and DeſtrQi- 
on for the Deceit and I reachery he had 
uſed. Her Charms, when her felt was the 


dar 
She 


concluded he was left without any Ex- 
cuſe. She went to the Vice-Roy's Cham- 
ber, inflaming him by her Invectives to a 
Senſe of Honour and Revenge: She told 
him, his Enemy, the accurſed lagello, diſ- 
honoured his Houſe, and was that Mo- 
ment in Bed with his oy Daughter ; 
they took Part of the Guards, and h 
the Chamber-Door; the unhappy Bride- 
groom had ſcarce time to put on his own 


Cloaths, he helped /ſena to her's, and 


J conjurin 


| her , the Moment the Door 
ſhould be broke open, to make her Eſ- 


| cape to his Palace, where his Servants had 


already all Things in order for their Flight 


I to the Regent of Sarmatia, where he hop'd 


O 2 For- 
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Fortune would permit him in a ſhort 
time to meet her. 


Dread of her Father's Anger, 


to ſee what became of her unhappy Hus- 


band, who no ſooner ſaw Gonneril, (ani- 
mating, with Rage and Fire in her Eyes, 
him) but 


thoſe that were come to deſtro 
he knew his Fate was inevitable; neither 


had he leiſure for Reflection, they fell up- 


on him all at once, he defended himſelf 
for ſome time, but over- powered by Num- 
bers, was murther'd ! mangled ! with 


as much Barbarity, and as many Wounds ! 


as there were Swords, every one of the 
Soldiers preſſing forwards, to ſhew them- 
ſelves the officious Miniſters of Gonnerils 
Cruelty. 


Inhuman and vindictive Monſter ! Poor 


Iagello loſt his Life for his weak Compliance 


with her baſe Deſires, tho' done in order | 
Heaven did not 
however vertuous | 


was the Cauſe, but puniſhed him for the 


to a lawful Happineſs. 
approve, the Deceit, 


guilty Effects. 


Neither did ſhe eſcape: The Hand of 
niſhing her 
Adultery ! Murder ! and Cruelty ! Ihe 
Vice-Roy commanded his Daughter's Ca- 


Vengeance was not flow in 


binet 


He took his Sword in 
his Hand, and expected the Croud of 
Enemies that burſt in upon him. I/mena 
not being their deſign'd Prey, and full of 
in that 
Fright made her Eſcape, without ſtaying | 
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binet ſhould be ſeized, that he might judge 
from her Papers of what length had been 
her criminal Correſpondence with Igel; 
much to his Surprize and Joy, he not only 
found they were marryed, and ſo the Ho- 
nour of his Child preſerved, but as an 
Allay to that Satisfaction, ſaw the Letter 
cruel Gonneril had ſent Zavello with the 
Key, and which he had ſacrificed in one of 
his to Iſmena, giving her an Account, in 
Raillery, how he had paſs'd the Night 
with the Vice-Quecn, and what Pennance 
he had undergone in hopes of Happineſs, 
the Bleſſing of ſeeing her, which he now 
aſſured himſelf of, ſince he was become 
Maſter of the inacceſſible Key. 

The Vice-Roy throughly convinced, or- 
dered his Wife ſhould be ſeized and kept 
for her Trial; he cauſed ſeveral of her 
Servants, and thoſe that were ſuſpected to 
be Agents in her ſecret Pleaſures, to be 
racked; a Cloud of Witneſſes informed 
againſt her, ſhe was convicted of notori- 
ous Adulteries, and condemned to the 
Trial Ordeal. A Pile was raiſed of all man- 
ner of combuſtible Fewel, with vaſt Quan- 
tities of Bitumen and other. Gums ; the 
Vice-Queen was brought forth, covered 
by a large Veil of white Taffary that reach'd 
down to her Feet, and trailed upon the 


Ground; the aſcended the Pile with aſ- 


ſured Steps, Indignation mixed with a 
3 haughty 
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haughty Air, robb'd her of the Pity of 
the Spectators, for as yet her Face was un- 


cover d: The Herald read the Charge of 
Adultery againſt her, and demanded whe- 
ther ſhe would put her Chaſtity to the 
che anſwered Ves; Give | 
me the burning Scepter ; at which the 


Trial of Fire? 


Executioner took out of the Fire (that was 


there prepared) with proper Inftruments, 
a red hot Bolt of Iron, made in the Form 


of a Scepter, and preſented it to Gonneril ; 
having firſt veiled her ſelf, ſhe took it with 
both her Hands, from whence, at the 


firſt Touch, ſhe drop'd it upon the Pile ; 
the Miracle was not for Her, an Adul- 


tereſs could not expect to touch Fire un- 
harmed, though they ſay, ſhe had invoked 


her falſe Gods, and the Prieſts had aſſured 
her, they had charmed the Scepter, ſo that 
the ſhould be able to endure the Trial; but 
the was convinced too late, the Pile took 
2nſtant Flame, and in few Moments re— 
duced her to Aſhes 
to her Crimes, and an Atonement to 
fazelly's Ghoſt. 

Now War and Deſolation, Belhna in all 
the dreadful Attire of Horror and Deſtructi- 
on invaded the Alani, not a Quarter was free, 


all were intereſted in the Common Cauſe, ' 
Tuvigs Jagells's Death, or 


either revenging 
defending them that had commanded it. 
Then enſu'd a terrible Slaughter and Mat 

acre 
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facre of the Inhabitants that dwelt upon 
both their Lands ; all were filled with Hor- 
ror! War, Cruelty, and Amaſement ! 
Iſmcna alone was fo happy, by means of 
her Husband's Servants, to ſecure her ſelf 
among the Sarmatæ I ſaw the lovely 
Mourner, when ſhe was introduced to the 
Regent, demanding Vengeance on Gonne- 
ril, (tor as yet her Fate had not reach'd us) 
and Compaſtion for her Father, who had 
been miſled by the wicked Artifices of lis 


| Wife. It was with a World of Difficulty 


that they could bring her on the Journey, 
her Sorrows, her Deſpair, at hearing the 
Murder of her Lord, had very near occaſi. 
on'd her Death: Nothing but the Hopes of 
Revenge upon her cruel Step-Mother, could 
have maintain'd Life in her. She caſt her 
ſelf at the Regent's Feet, bewailing that 
hard Fate which had made her Happineſs 
ſo ſhort, her Miſeries ſo laſting ; the Au- 
dience participated her Woe z we condo- 
led, and in Conſort with her, conjured the 


Regent to endeavour to ſee Juſtice done 


upon that cruel Woman. He received /. 
mena inte his Protection, and diſpatched 
away Orders to the Vice-Roy to come and 
give an account to him of Iagellis Death; 
but, alas! all was Blood and Confuſion 
in that Dukedom, the Furies were enter'd 
among them, and they were under no Re- 
giment. Iagello's Father and Brother, car- 

O 4 ried 


Head of their 


feem'd to have no Proſpe& of a Cu 


Magnanimity, Liberality, Modeſty, 


Prince, the Republick might aſſure 


Happineſs and firſt Splendor, the 
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ried Death and Deſtruction wherever they 
went: On the other Hand, Amorins, the 
Vice-Roy's Nephew, put himſelf at the 
500 s to defend his Un- 
cle, and offend the „ale they not only 
ravag'd and plunder'd the Lands belonging 
to one another, but became formidable by 
the Inroads they made upon the Sarmate ; 
the Regent could only pity, not relieve, the 
miſerable Condition of his Country ; this 
lawleſs Hour of Plunder and Miſ-Rule 


re but 


the Election of a King. Prince Armutius, 
my Prince, ought to have appeared, tho! 
Incognito, to have thown and acquainted 
the People with his Beauty and Merit; I 
inſinuated how good, how brave, how 
generous he was; ſo that it would be 
found to be their own Intereſt to 
aſſiſt Armutius, who, by the Confeſ- 
ſion of all the World, was worthy the 
Throne, not only for his perſonal Merit, 
but the Glory he had acquired in War, 
1 ask'd what they ſought after in an Electi- 
on 2 Was it not Power, Valour, Wiſdom, 
Aﬀa- 
bility ? They were all united in Armntins 
without any Allay, or the leaſt Cloud to 
darken ſo much Brightneſs. From my 


them - 
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gotten Art of triumphing over their Ene- 
mies abroad, uniting domeſtick Diviſi- 
ons, and teaching their Neighbours how 
to obſerve the Alliances contracted with 
them: From him they might expect a Mo- 
narch, who would rather chuſe to govern 
his People by Example than Authority, 
and be with the firſt in Action as well as 
Council, and in the Goodneſs of his 
Manners, prove a Model for the Conduct 
of others, ſwaying the Scepter by the 
Standard of true Glory, which was to be 
obtained not by Succeſſion and Cuftom, 
but Vertue : And ſhould he ever go about 
to violate the Laws, or impoſe a Yoke 
pon his People, he would find neither 

eighbours nor Princes to ſupport him, 
or who could afford him any Sanctuary ; 
Gallia being at too great a diſtance, and 
the Almains and Ulrians his Enemies too 
near him. | | 

During theſe Negotiations, and that I 
left nothing undone to procure his Ele- 
ction, inſtead of ſeemg him in Perſon as 
Sos roxes I received this long Letter from 
his Highneſs. 


O5 My 


My Lord Ambaſſador, 

8 HE Efteem which your Excellency 

* has formerly made appear for my 
© Perſon, the Affection and Acknowledg- 
ment I always had for yours, by which 
* I have been happily carry'd to do your 
* Excellency many Services, ingages me to 
* write this Letter, though of ſuch a Na- 
* ture, that nothing but the extreme Con- 
* fidence 1 have in your Gratitude and 
+ Diſcretion, and by which I give you the 
£ utmoſt Proof of my good. Opinion of 
© both, could have drawn me to addreſs. 
© your Excellency, with a Freedom and Aſ- 
© ſurance beyond Precedent. 

J am not, my Lord Ambaſlador, as 
perhaps you may expect, ſolliciting you 
© for a Crown: I do not incite you to 
s Aſlidvities and Politicks; I alarm none 
© of thoſe Hours, Nature has deſtin'd for 
5 Repoſe ; I do not even thank you for 
your Vigilance, your unwearied Induſtry, 
and that indefatigable, but cruel Zeal, 
with which you have ſet Sarmatia on a 
Blaze, till even the Goddeſs of Diſ- 
cord, and her attendant Furies, are glut- 
ted with the Effects of your Artifices ; 
theſe are Vertues extremely laudable, as 
you are Ambaſlador from the King of 
the Franks, and purſue his Intents, his 
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© Intereſts to the height ; but as you are 
© Agent for Prince A-rmutius, they are 
© wounding, they are deſtructive of his 
© Happineſs, fatal to his very Life, ſince 
© he cannot ſucceed amongſt the Sarmatæ, 
© but he muſt die for that Succeſs. 

I conjure you, dear Merovius, to re- 
© member if ever you were a Lover (as 
© ſomething I have heard whiſperd of 
© that kind) ] conjure you not to for- 
© get, that a Heart truly touch'd, va- 
© Jues nothing in compariſon with the 
© Toucher. 8 

© Your Excellency knows what is due 
© from Perſons of my Rank to their So- 
© yereign, I dare not ſeem to diſpute the 
© Commands of the King, who is more 
© abſolute over us by the Dignity of his 
Merit, than that of his Kindred or 
© Crown; he will have me to reign, 
© his Intereſts require it, and I dare not 
object that he can't beſtow a Scepter, but 
© by deſtroying his Nephew's Repoſe, and 
© even taking away his Life. 

Already he has been too fatally obey- 
ed, I am married by his appointment; 
© and though there be no Vertue want- 
* ing in the Princeſs, whoſe Beauty and 
* good Humour are capable of ingaging 
* the moſt inſenſible Heart; yet mine, 
my Lord, prepoſſeſt before, leaves me 
nothing but perpetual Remorſe for not 

being 
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© being able to do Juſtice to ſo much 
Merit. 


© Oh! my Lord Ambaſflador, I ſhudder 


in my Midnight wakeful Hours, where 
I firſt determin'd to unboſom my ſelf 


encies attend the Execution. Regard 


me———-with theſe aguiſh Breaks 
= theſe Interruptions _ 


22 


a Sacrifice to Love 
once more, by a Return of Courage, as 
a Perſon proud. of the Infamy, the Cha- 
racter that attends ſuch, who deſire to 
triumph in no other Name, but that of 
Lover. 
* *Tis impoſſible to have any pleaſing 
Ideas, but what ariſes from the. Perſon 1 
adore. Be pleaſed to think as I do, pre- 
offeſs your ſelf as much as Man can 
bo prepoſſeſſed; yet before you com- 
W a Part of what Lucaſia deſerves, 
you muſt elevate your Imagination; you 
muſt recolle& your Remembrance as 
to whatever you have ſeen moſt ad- 
mirable, either in Life or Painting; 
imagine a Beauty whoſe Rays are fo 
© pointed, that at the firſt Glance ſhe 
© darts you through and through; raiſe 
© your Conceptions beyond Mortality, 
© ſuch as we form of thoſe Etherial Be- 


inge, 
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ings, whoſe tranſcendant Make firſt 
taught the World ldolatry! By theſe 
Helps you may attain to ſome ſmall 
Conception of the admirable Luca/ia's 
Perſon ! but no Imagination can touch 
the Merit of her Mind! her Good- 
neſs ! that ſoft Compaſſion which makes 
her deplore, even the Extent of her 
own Charms, and gives her Pain for 
creating Pain to others; ſurvey the un- 
equal'd Beauty of her Face, her nice 
gentile Perſon, that inexpreſſible Air, 
a Manner that infuſes Delight and Love, 
the Symmetry of her Limbs, her well- 
turn'd Hands, Arms, Neck, and what 
beſides is left to the Imagination ; 
Praxiteles could never give his Ve- 
nus any thing ſo exact; for not ſeeing 
Lucaſia, he wrought but after Fancy, 
which never riſing higher than what 
the Ideas are, he never could riſe to 
her, becauſe there never before was 
form'd ſo viſible an Excellence, ſo fi- 
niſhed a Maſter- piece, ſo much a Pefecti- 
on as Lucaſiaga. | 

© Satisfied in ſo Goddeſs-like a Form, 
who would not believe that ſhe ſhould 
reſt with Pleaſure upon ſo bright an 
Out- ſide? But Lucaſia leaves no Be- 
nefit of Heaven unimprov'd; ſhe has 


© Art, ſhe has Reading to better Nature; 


* ſhe has Application to perfect both; 


«the 
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* ſhe has a faithful Memory, and every 
© Ornament of the Mind that can adorn 
© and compleat the Courtier ; ſhe is dear to 
© the Queen; the Queen is beloved and 
© reverenced by her. 

© Who could not wear away an Age 
© in hearing Lacaſia ſpeak > With what 
© Application does ſhe turn her ſelf to 
© Buſineſs? How well fitted for what ſhe 
© undertakes? How ſound and deciſive 
£ her judgment? How deſerving to be 
© a Favourite? Are w_ in Pain? Let 
none fear being diſtreſſed by the over- 
* weening Pride of others whilſt Lnca- 
c 2 is her ſelf, whilſt ſhe has Juſtice, 
© Compaſſion, Tenderneſs, Generoſity, and 
© indefatigable Zeal ; will ſhe not eſpouſe 
© the Cauſe of the Unfortunate ? Will 
£ ſhe not repreſent the Diſtreſſes of the 
« Suppltcant, to her gratious Sovereign with 
«* Succeſs ? 

How does ſhe perſevere in, and a- 
* dorti the Holy Religion? What an ad- 
* mirable Wife? (Jealouſie forbids me to 
£ recount the Merits of her Lord) how 
does ſhe reverence his Father? Could 
* that Godlike Man have ever been bleſ- 
* fed in a Daughter-in-Law as he is in 
her? Muſt one not acknowledge that he 
© has inſtructed Lacaſia in his Arts of Go- 
* yernment, his juſt Conception of Things, 


his extenſive Capacity, and all thoſe 
N 
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Ty * Accompliſhments that have made him 
rn © dear to the deſerving Part of his Coun- 
to AF © try, as his Country is to him? 
a 1 * Lucaſia being ſuch, or more than 1 
© can repreſent, Do you believe the Lu. 
oe FT © fire of a Crown can tempt me from 
dat [ © loſing the Sight of a brighter Luſtre, 
to her Eyes? Can there be half the Plea- 
he © ſare in reigning over the World, as 
ve © there is in being her Slave? O no! 
be YJ © Though ſhe permit me only to adore, 
et not hope! Yet in loſing the Proſpect of 
r- I © her Beauty, my Life will be inevitably 
Clo * | | = 
ce, « Further, if a Crown could buy me 
nd d to depart from where Lucaſia reigns, 
aſe © ſhould I not be undeſerving of her 
ill Pity? I who even tremble with Delight 
he © at the bare Apprehenſion of being one 
th © Day able to excite Compaſſion, a Plea- 
© ſure that thrills my Blood, gives con- 
a- vulſive Throbs and Pantings to my Heart, 
d- my Hand unable to ſupport the Pen, 
to l drops in perſpective Extaſies, thinking 
„ of that Eliſum Lucaſias Goodneſs can 
1d © beſtow. | 
eſ- Would I ſhut out my ſelf from all 
in © that Heaven of Bliſs, loſe the Merit 
he 1 © of a long-ſuffering Paſſion, and thoſe 
30s early Adorations I paid to Lsca/ia's Eyes; 
gs, © for no ſooner could they begin to charm 
ofe. © but I was fubdu'd; quit the Delicacies 


N. * of 


A 


328 The New Atalantis. Vol. III. 


of tender Friendſhip, thoſe nameleſs Plea- 
ſures, for black Deſpair and rugged Diſ- 


in my Choice, 1 cannot reign over the 
Sarmate, whilſt Lucaſia reigns over me; 
I have no Power! no Will! no Wiſh ! 
no Capacity but what centers alone in 
Love : There I can be wiſe, be vigilant, 
brave, be juſt, be honeſt, be bold, be 
humble and ambitious ! There I can with 
Pleaſure loſe even my Life, if it were 
in Vindication of, or in Obedience to 
what I love. 

© Let thoſe who never knew what it 
was to love, be amus'd with Crowns 
and Scepters ; ſollicit, my Lord Ambaſ- 
ſador, for ſome leſs happy more grovel- 
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I riſe to more ſubſtantial Glories, in proſ- 


ceptable to Lucaſia. 
* Deſtiny will have me depart; the 
King has commanded 1 ſhould make 
this crue! Voyage; I am haſtning to 
you, but if you would have me to ſur- 
vive the Meeting, order it ſo that my 
Pretenſions may inevitably miſcarry; put 
the Crown on ſome other Head, Me it 
will oppreſs! I ſhall be much more 
acknowledging for the Diſappointment, 
than another for the Acceſſion : In a 
* Word, I periſh if I ſucceed! You only 
| can 
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© can cauſe Things to take the Turn 
which my Inclinations direckt. How glo- 
rious it will be for me to be difap- 
pointed, baffled, and what the World 
calls diſgraced; neither ſhall you need to 
fear the King's Diſpleaſure, ſince I aſ- 
ſure you of dividing my Patrimony with 
you, and facrificing with Joy to him, 
* who preſerves me. Adieu! my Lord 
© Ambaſſador, as you ſucceed, I am the 
« bleſt or loft 
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Armut i 44. 


The Eve of the Election a Courier 


brought us certain News, that Beraldus, 


Prince of the Saci was upon the Frontiers, 
at the Head of twice five thouſand regu- 
lar Troops, who pretended he led them 
only to aſſiſt the King of the Almaines, 
with whom he had an Interview. In a 


Word, it was known in the Morning, 
that his Highneſs was not only a Can- 


didare, but had voluntarily renounced the 
Chriſtian Religion, and made Profeſſion 
of the Idolatry practiſed among the Sar- 
mate; all the World wondered at his Apo- 
ſtacy, 1t intirely indeared him to thoſe 
he hoped were to be his Subjects. The 
Prince Regent, not to be amuſed by ſuch 
Pretences, continued faſt to Prince Armu- 

5 tius s 
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tins Intereſts; he knew that the Mo- 
tives which induc'd the Prince of the Sari, 
were neither Religion nor Ambition, he 
already reigned with abſolute Sovereignty 
over a People that reverenced him, and 
where he had enough of Dominion to 
make him a conſiderable Prince ; but he 
was ſo unfortunate to loye the beauteous 
Ethelinda better than his Princeſs, who 
was a Lady extreme devout, and ſo tena- 
cious of her Religion, he foreſaw ſhe would 
never depart from That, to follow him in- 
to Sarmatia, where he might undoubtedly 
have the Pleaſure to reign alone, or at 
leaſt to divide his Power with Ethelinda, 
created by him Princeſs of Marſovia. This 
is the private Reaſon of a Change that 
has ſurprized all the World, known only 
to a few. Beraldus departing from the 
true Religion, and his more civiliz d Peo- 
ple, to go to ſteep himſelf in Idolatry, a- 


mong a Nation too fond of Liberty, bar- 


barous, avaritious, and ungrateful, in view 
of marrying Ethelinda after the manner of 
the lhrians with the Left-hand. This at- 
tractive Princeſs was alſo the Source of 
Theodorick King of the Vandals's early Dif: 
ouſt and Averſion to the Sex: But as 
that is a Hiſtory by it ſelf, Iwill conclude 
with the Sarmate Who when the Ele- 
ction came to a Scrutiny, the Majority 
of the Voices were found on Prince Ar 

mutins's 


overwhelming the Sarmatians, in which 


nation, his Wife abhorred by lim, his 
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mutiuss Side, who was immediately decla- 
red King by the Regent; which when thoſe 
of Alexis's Party obſerved, to exclude 
my Prince, and diſappoint King Charles 
of the Franks, they went over to the Prince 
of the Saci. Their two Intereſts being join'd, 
they out-numbered us, and that Prince was 
ſalured King, by the unanimous Conſent 
of thoſe who had not voted for Prince 
Armutins They diſpatched a Meſlenger to 
preſent him with the Crown, together with 
the Articles he was to ſwear to ; the Re- 
gent and my ſelf, with thoſe of our Party 
van againſt the Election, and with- 

ew our ſelves ; but that did not hinder 
Beraldus Prince of the Saci, to be proclaimed 
King of the Sarmat.e and Alan ; he brought 
his own Troops with him, and ſince that 
Hour, Heaven, as it were in Indignation- 
for his Apoſtacy, has puniſhed his People 
for his Crimes, and never left them a 
breathing ſpace from Misfortunes ; one 
continued Scene of War, Famine, Deſola- 
tion, Blood, Deſtruction, and Diviſion, 


Beraldus himſelf has been ſo deeply invol- 
ved, that we may very well ſay, in obtain- 

ing the Crown, he has ceas'd to be inno- 
cent and happy, perpetually harraſſed by a 
foreign War, and home-bred Faction, divi- 
ded in Intereſt, Religion, Duty, and Incli- 


Miſtreſs 
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Miſtreſs abhorring him! yet leading him 
on to Breach of Alliances, and the Invaſion 
of the Territories of the young Theodorich 
King of the Vandals to whom ſhe was born 
a Subject; in the midſt of a profound 
Peace, and full Security, no Provocation 
given, no War declared, invading his Do- 
minions with War, Fire, Sword, and moſt 
tremendous Horror! 

As the Envoy was purſuing his Relation, 
a Gentleman came to tell him, That Madam 
the Princeſs of Marſovia, the beauteous ac- 
compliſhed Ethelinda, of whom he had juſt 
then been fpeaking, was returned from her 
Embaſſy to T heodorick King of the Vandals's 
Camp, where ſhe had been ſent by King 
Beraldus, and was now in her Tent at ſome 
little diſtance from his Excellency ; and 
hearing of his being ſo near her, ſhe had 
| ſent to defire the Honour of his Company 
at Supper: The Count de St. Girrone im- 
mediately put in his Claim that Monſieur 
le Envoye would be pleaſed to carry him 
with him, ſince it was to fee that miracu— 
lous Lady, who had divided and inflamed 
the North: Horatio was owner of but little 
Curioſity, and would willingly have been ex- 
cus'd, but the Ambaſſador would not depart 
without him, and ſent to her Highneſs to 
beg permiſſion for two Men of Quality, to 
kiſs her Hand: After he had received Erhe- 
linda's Compliment, upon the Honour his 
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Excellency and thoſe Lords deſigned her, 
he told them that however prepoſſeſs d they 
were, one by Sorrow, the other by Indif- 
ference, he was going to ſhew them a 
Beauty that would not fail to eſtablifh her 
ſelf in the midſt of ten thouſand Difficulties ; 


a victorious, an univerſal Charmer, who 


yet never met with any that durſt make 
Oppoſition to her Sway, and an undiſputed 
Charter ſhe had in her Eyes, of ſubduing 
all that durſt gaze on ſuch an obtaining, 
ſuch authentick Brightneſs, 


The End of the Third Volume. 
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